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The real destination of discipleship is literally to
become as Jesus Christ is.

President Russell M. Nelson recently invited
us to “make our discipleship our highest prior-
ity” That powerful invitation has stirred me to
ponder deeply about my personal discipleship of
Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Is Deliberate

A disciple is a follower or student of another.
Disciples are “apprentices” who devote their lives
to becoming like their teacher. Thus, being a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ implies more than believing
His teachings and doctrine. It even implies more
than acknowledging His divinity and accepting
Him as our Savior and Redeemer, as vitally im-
portant as that is.

President Dallin H. Oaks explained: “Follow-
ing Christ is not a casual or occasional practice.
It is a continuous commitment and way of life
that should guide us at all times and in all plac-
es”Discipleship is a deliberate journey that we
take to become transformed through the Lord’s
atoning sacrifice and His enabling power. The
real destination of discipleship is literally to be-
come as Jesus Christ is—even to the point where
we receive “his image in [our] countenances.”

To be the Lord’s disciples, we must inten-
tionally imitate His thoughts and actions every
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Dich dén thuic sy cuia vai tro moén do la tré nén
giong nhu Chiia Gié Su Ky To.

Gan day, Chu Tich Russell M. Nelson da moi
chung ta “phai dat vai tro mon do6 ctia minh lam
uu tién hang dau”Loi moi manh mé do da thoi
thuc t6i phai suy ngdm siu sic vé ban than toi
trong vai tro 1a mot mon do ctia Chua Gié Su Ky
To.

Vai Tro Mon D6 Can Nhiéu Tam Huyét

Mot moén d6 1a mot tin d6 hodc hoc tro cua
mot ngudi khac.Cac mon do la nhiing “hoc vién’
cong hién cudc doi ctia ho dé€ tré nén giong nhu
ngudi thay cua ho. Vi véy, viéc trd thanh mot
mon d6 cua Chuaa Gié Su Ky T6 mang nhiéu y
nghia hon la tin vao nhiing 16i giang day va giao
ly ctia Ngai. N6 tham chi con mang nhiéu ngu
y hon ca viéc thiia nhén thién tinh ctia Ngai va
chép nhan Ngai la Bang Ciiu Réi va bang Ciiu
Chugc ctia ching ta, mdc du viéc nay vo cung
quan trong.

Chu Tich Dallin H. Oaks da giai thich rdng:
“Noi theo Pang Ky To6 khong phai la mot viéc
lam ngau nhién hay thinh thoang. Ma dé la mot
su cam két khong ngting va la 16i song ma sé
huéng dan chung ta moi lic, moi noi” Vai tro
mon do6 la moét cudce hanh trinh cdn nhiéu tAm
huyét ma ching ta thuc hién d€ dugc bién déi
nhd vao su hy sinh chudc t6i ctia Chua va quyén
ndng trg giup ctia Ngai. Dich dén thuc su cta vai
tro mon do la tré nén gidong nhu Chua Gié Su
Ky To—tham chi dén mtc chung ta nhan dugc
“hinh dnh ctia Ngai trong sic mat [minh]”

Dé€ trd thanh moén d6 cua Chua, ching ta
phai ¢6 gdng mot cach c6 chu y dé bat chude
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day—for example, His obedience, humility, and
patience. As we gradually incorporate these
attributes into our own identities, we become
“partakers of [His] divine nature” This emula-
tion of the Savior’s character is at the heart of
worshipping Him. As President Nelson taught,
“Our adoration of Jesus is best expressed by our
emulation of Jesus.”

The Sign of True Discipleship

Of all the many divine attributes of Jesus
Christ we are to emulate, one stands preeminent
and embodies all others. That attribute is His
pure love, or charity. Both the prophet Mormon
and the Apostle Paul remind us that without
charity, “[we] are nothing”Or, as revealed to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, without “charity, [we]
candonothing”

The Savior Himself identified love as a mark
or sign by which His true disciples would be
recognized when He declared:

“A new commandment I give unto you, That
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.

“Bythis shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another”

Charity is a rich concept that can be diffi-
cult to define but is easily perceived by all who
are touched by it.Preach My Gospelteaches that
“charity, like faith, leads to action”Indeed, charity
may be described as “love in action.” This de-
scription provides great insight into the summa-
ry statement of the Savior’s life—He “went about
doing good.”

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should seek
to emulate the way our Master demonstrated His
pure love for others. Although the Savior mani-
fests charity in many ways, I would like to call at-
tention to three particular patterns of His charity
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theo nhiing y nghi va hanh dong cua Ngai moéi
ngay—vi du nhu su vang 16i, tinh khiém nhuong,
va tinh kién nhan cua Ngai. Khi dan dan két hop
cac thugc tinh nay vao ban sac riéng ctia minh,
chung ta tré thanh “nhiing nguoi du phan vao
thién tinh [ctia Ngai] "N6 luc nay dé hoc theo
thién tinh cta Dang Cdu Réi 1 trong tam cua
viéc thd phugng Ngai. Nhu Chu Tich Nelson da
day, “long kinh mén ctia ching ta doi véi Chua
Gié Su dugc thé hién ro nhat bang viéc noi theo
Ngai.”

D4u Hiéu cua Vai Tro Mén D6 Chan
Chinh

Trong s6 tat ca cac thugc tinh thiéng liéng
cta Chua Gié Su Ky Té6 ma ching ta can hoc
theo, thi c6 mdt thudc tinh uu viét va bao gom
tat ca cac thudc tinh khac. Thudc tinh dé 1a tinh
yéu thuong thanh khiét, hay long bac ai cua
Ngai. Ca tién tri Mdc Mon lan Sa D6 Phao Lo
déu nhic nhé chung ta rang néu khong c6 long
bac 4i, thi “[chung ta] chdng ra gi cd”Hay nhu da
dugc mac khai cho Tién Tri Joseph Smith, néu
khong c6 “long bac 4i, [chung ta] chdnglamdugc
gica”

Chinh Ddng Ctiu Rdi da xem tinh yéu
thuong nhu 1a mot ddu chi hodc ddu hiéu dé
nhan biét cdc mon do chén chinh ctia Ngai khi
Ngai phan:

“Ta ban cho cac nguoi mét diéu ran mdi,
nghia la cac nguoi phai yéu nhau; nhu ta da yéu
cac nguoi thé nao, thi cic nguoi ciing hay yéu
nhau thé dy.

“Néu cac nguai yéu nhau,thi ay la tai diéu
d6 ma thién ha sé nhan biét cac nguoi la mon do
Ta”

Long béc 4i 1a mét khai niém kho c6 thé
dugc dinh nghia day du nhung lai dé dang cam
nhan dugc bai tat ca nhiing ai da dugc long bac
ai lam cho cam dong. SachThuyét Giang Phuc
Am ctia Taday ring “long bac 4i, giéng nhu diic
tin, dan dén hanh déng” That vay, long bac 4i ¢
thé dugc mo ta la “tinh yéu thuong bang hanh
dong” Loi mo ta nay gitp ching ta hiéu sau sic
hon cau tém lugc vé cudc doi ctia Bang Ciu
R6i—Ngai “di tii noi no qua cho kia lam phuée”

La tin d6 ctia Chua Gié Su Ky To, chuing ta
nén c6 gang hoc theo cach ma Piic Thay cua
ching ta da thé hién tinh yéu thuong thanh khiét
cta Ngai danh cho nhiing ngu6i khac. Mac du
béng Ctiu Roi biéu 16 long bac 4i bang nhiéu
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that are readily seen in His true disciples.

Charity Is Showing Compassion

First, the Savior showed charity by being
compassionate. During His ministry among the
Nephites, as recorded in the Book of Mormon,
the Lord invited the people to return home and
ponder on the things He had taught and to pre-
pare for His return the following day.The record
then states:

“They were in tears, and did look steadfastly
upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a little
longer with them.

“And he said unto them: Behold, my bowels
are filled with compassion towards you.”

Compassion is the portion of charity that
seeks to alleviate suffering.Filled with com-
passion, the Lord healed the sick and afflicted
among the people. Afterward, He blessed their
children while angels descended from heaven
and surrounded them.He performed these ten-
der, loving acts, and many more, because He was
“moved with compassion.”

While serving as a young missionary in
South America, I likewise benefited from the
compassion of a dear friend. One evening while
I was driving with my companion to the home
of our mission president, a young man on a
bicycle turned suddenly in front of the vehicle.

It happened so quickly that I could not avoid the
collision. Tragically, this young man was killed
by the impact. I was devastated over the loss of
his life. Terrified and in shock as the awful reality
of what had just occurred crashed down upon
me, [ was taken to jail and locked up.I have never
felt more frightened and alone. I was filled with
despair and fear that I would be imprisoned for
the rest of my life.

A fellow missionary, Elder Brian Koche-
var, learned of the accident and was moved by
compassion. He came to the jail and pled with
the officers to be allowed to stay with me in the
cell so that I would not be alone. Miraculously,
they agreed. To this day, I feel profound gratitude
for this disciple’s act of Christlike love, which
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cach, nhung t6i muon kéu goi su chu y dén ba
mau muc ddc biét vé long bac i cia Ngai ma dé
nhan thay 6 cdc mon d6 chan chinh ctia Ngai.

Long Bac Ai La Cho Thay Long Thuang
Xot

Trude hét, Bang Ciiu Réi da cho thdy long
bac ai qua su thuong x6t. Trong gido vu ctia Ngai
¢ gitia dan Né Phi, nhu da dugc ghi lai trong
Sach Mac Mon, Chua da moi dan chung tré
vé nha va suy ngdm vé nhiing diéu ma Ngai da
gidng day va chudn bi cho sy tré lai ctia Ngai vao
ngay hom sau.Bién st ghi ro rang:

“Pam dong dang roi luy va cham cht nhin
Ngai nhu muon cau xin Ngai & nan lai véi ho lau
hon chut niia.

“Va Ngai phan cling ho rang: Nay, long ta
day su thuong hai déi véi cac nguoi.

Long thuong x6t la mdt phan ctia long bac
4i nham tim cach lam giam b6t ndi dau khé.

Véi day long thuong x6t, Chua da chita lanh cho
nhiing ngudi bénh va ngudi dau khé trong dan
chung. Sau do, Ngai ban phudc cho con cai cua
ho trong khi cac thién st tii troi gidng xuong va
bao quanh nhiing tré nho nay.Ngai da thuc hién
nhiing hanh dong diu dang, ddy tinh yéu thuong
nay, va nhiéu diéu khéc ntia, vi Ngai “dong long
thuong xot”

Trong khi phuc vu véi tu cach 1a moét nguoi
truyén gido tré tudi & Nam My, tdi ciing nhan
dugc lgi ich tii long thuong x6t cia mot ngudi
ban ddng mén. Mot budi t6i no, trong khi toi
dang lai xe cling nguoi ban dong hanh ctia minh
dén nha cua vi cht tich phai bo truyén gido cta
chung tdi, thi mot thanh nién di xe dap bat ngo
chuyén hudng ngay trudc dau xe. Su viéc xay ra
qué nhanh khién t6i khong thé tranh dugc cd va
cham. Tham thuong thay, thanh nién nay da tu
vong trong vu tai nan nay. Toi bi suy sup trudc
cai chét ctia anh dy. Su that khung khiép viia xay
ra 1a mot ct s6¢ kinh hoang 4p dén véi toi, va toi
da bi dua dén nha tu va bi giam git.Toi chua bao
gio cam thdy sg hai va c6 don dén thé. Téi hoan
toan tuyét vong va lo sg rang toi sé bi cAm tu
trong suot phan doi con lai cia minh.

Anh Ca Brian Kochevar, m¢t ngudi ban
truyén gido, da biét vé tai nan dé va dudgc soi
dan boi long thuong x6t. Anh 4y da dén nha tu
va xin cdc si quan cho phép anh 4y & lai véi toi
trong budng giam dé t6i khong c6 don. Ky diéu
thay, ho da dong y. Cho dén bay gio, téi van cam
thay vo cling biét on hanh dong yéu thuong
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calmed, comforted, and consoled me during the
greatest moment of distress in my life.His chari-
table compassion was a telling sign of his disci-
pleship. As President Nelson observed, “One of
the easiest ways to identify atrue followerof Jesus
Christ is how compassionately that person treats
other people”

Charity Is Ministering to Unspoken
Needs

Another example of how the Savior demon-
strates His love is through His observance of and
ministry to the unspoken needs of others. To the
man who had been lame for 38 years with no
one to help him, the Lord made him whole and
encouraged him to live righteously.To the woman
caught in adultery, He offered hope and comfort
rather than condemnation.For the man with
paralysis who was lowered from the roof, the
Lord offered forgiveness of sins, not just healing
of body.

When I was called to serve as a bishop, our
six young children made sacrament meetings
challenging for my wife, Cristin, who had to
manage them alone while I sat on the stand.

As you may imagine, our children were often
less than reverent. Noticing her situation, two
members of our ward, John and Debbie Benich,
began sitting with her each Sunday to help. Their
kindness continued for years, and they became
surrogate grandparents to our family. Like the
Lord, these disciples had noticed the unspoken
need and acted in love—a prominent sign of
their discipleship.

Charity Is Helping Others Along the
Covenant Path

Lastly, the Savior’s perfect love is focused on
enabling all of God’s children to fulfill our divine
potential that we may “partake of his salvation,
and the power of his redemption”’As we become
more like our Master, our desire to help our
brothers and sisters along the covenant path will
naturally increase.
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giong nhu Bang Ky T6 clia ngudi mon do dy, ma
da xoa diu, an i, va trdn an t6i trong giay phut
dau kho tot cung ctia d6i minh.Long thuong x4t
cta anh ay la mot ddu hiéu cho thdy vai tro mon
do ctia anh. Nhu Chu Tich Nelson da nhan xét,
“Mot trong nhiing cach dé dang nhét d€ nhéan ra
mottin do chan chinhctia Chua Gié Su Ky To la
cach nguoi do déi xt nhén ti véi nguoi khac”

Long Béac Ai La Phuc Su cho Nhirng
Nhu Cau Khong Bugc Noi Ra

Mot vi du khéc vé cach Dang Cdu Roi thé
hién tinh yéu thuong ctia Ngai la qua viéc Ngai
quan sat va phuc su cho cac nhu cdu ma nguai
khac khong ndi ra. Déi véi nguoi dan 6ng bi
que trong 38 nam ma khong c¢ ai gitp do, Chaa
da chiia lanh cho 6ng va khuyén khich 6ng hay
song ngay chinh.Ddi v6i ngudi phu nii bi bat gép
pham t0i ngoai tinh, Ngai ban cho niém hy vong
va sy an ui thay vi 1én an.Déi v6i ngusi dan 6ng
bi liét dugc ha xudng tli mai nha, Chuia khong
chi chtia lanh thé xdc ma con ban cho sy tha thd
toi 16i.

Khi t6i dugc kéu goi phuc vu véi tu cach la
mot vi gidm trg, sau dlia con nho cua ching toi
da khién cho cac budi hop Tiéc Thanh tré nén
kho khéan doi véi vo toi, Cristin, la ngudi phai
mot minh trong nom cac con trong khi toi ngoi
trén buc. Nhu anh chi em c6 thé tudng tugng,
con cai chung t6i thuong khong dugc nghiém
trang cho 1am. Khi nhan thay tinh canh cua vg
toi, hai tin hiu trong ti€u gido khu ctia chung toi,
John va Debbie Benich, da bat ddu ng6i vé6i vg toi
modi Chu Nhat dé€ giup d6. Long tot ctia ho van
tiép tuc trong nhiéu nam, va ho tré nén giong
nhu nguoi ong, ngudi ba doi véi gia dinh chung
toi. Giong nhu Chua, cac mon do nay da nhan
thdy nhu cau khong dugc néi ra va hanh dong
v6i tinh yéu thuong—mdt ddu hiéu néi bat cho
thdy vai tro mon do cua ho.

Long Béac Ai L3 Giup P& Ngudi Khac
Trén Con Dudng Giao UGc

Cudi cung, tinh yéu thuong tron ven clia
bang Ctu Rai tép trung vao viéc gitp tit ca con
cai cua Thugng D€ lam tron tiém nang thiéng
liéng ctia minh d€ chung ta c6 thé “chia sé su ctiu
rdi ctia Ngai cling quyén nédng ctiu chuc cta
Ngai”Khi chung ta trd nén giong nhu Dtc Thay
ctia minh hon, thi u6c mudn ctia ching ta dé
gitip d6 cac anh chi em ctia minh trén con dudng
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For instance, we can uplift and befriend
those who feel offended or forgotten, help those
who are new to our congregation feel welcome,
or invite friends to worship with us at sacrament
meeting—perhaps this coming Easter. There are
countless ways to encourage and assist others in
their progression if we deliberately and prayer-
tully seek heaven’s help to have eyes to seeand a
heart to feel how Jesus Christ sees and feels for
them.

Helping others along their covenant path
may take the form of an unconventional act
of service. As an example, during my current
assignment in the Philippines, I learned of the
Agamata family. They were baptized in 2023, and
then they eagerly set a date to be sealed as a fam-
ily in the nearby Urdaneta Philippines Temple.
However, just before the family’s appointment,
several typhoons struck the region. Brother Aga-
mata, a rice farmer, was unable to plant his crops
during the harsh storms. When the tempests
finally passed, he needed to quickly plant the rice
while the ground was soaked with water—ideal
conditions for planting. Sadly, the temple trip
would have to be postponed.

Two disciples, Elder and Sister Cauilan,
along with three young service missionaries,
heard of the Agamata family’s struggle and of-
fered help despite having no farming experience.
Working under the blistering sun, they helped
plant the seedlings, allowing the Agamatas to
complete their task and attend their temple
sealing as scheduled. Elder Cauilan observed that
“[the Agamatas’] countenances glowed as we saw
them dressed in white in the house of the Lord.
The joy we felt ministering to the one is a joy
beyond compare!”

The Agamatas now enjoy the rich blessings
of being sealed as an eternal family because a few
fellow disciples who were filled with charity—a
sign of their discipleship—determined to help
their brothers and sisters forward along their
covenant path.

Brothers and sisters, discipleship of Jesus
Christ is the only way to obtain enduring hap-
piness. It is a path filled with deliberate and
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giao udc sé gia ting mot cach tu nhién.

Vi duy, ching ta c¢6 thé nang d& va lam ban
v6i nhiing nguoi cam thay bi xtic pham hoéc bi
lang quén, giup nhiing ngudi méi dén véi gido
doan cua chung ta cam thay dugc chao don, hoac
moi ban beé cung tho phugng véi ching ta trong
budi 1é Tiéc Thanh—c6 1€ la vao 1& Phuc Sinh
nay. C6 v s6 cach d€ khich 1é va ho trg nguoi
khac trong sy tién trién ctia ho néu chung ta
danh nhiéu tam huyét va thanh tam tim kiém su
gitip d6 cta thién thugng dé€ nhin thay nhu cauva
cam nhén cach Chua Gié Su Ky T6 nhin va nghi
vé ho.

Viéc gitup d6 ngudi khac trén con duong
giao udc cua ho c6 thé dugce thuc hién qua mot
hanh dong phuc vu khéng theo quy chudn. Vi dy,
trong su chi dinh hién tai ctia t6i ¢ Philippines,
toi biét vé gia dinh Agamata. Ho chiu phép bap
tém vao ndm 2023, va sau d6 ho hao htic dinh
ngay d€ dugc lam 1€ gin bd véi gia dinh tai Dén
Tho Urdaneta Philippines gan do. Tuy nhién,
ngay trudc budi hen ctia gia dinh, mot vai con
bao da d6 bo vao khu vuc ctia ho. Anh Agamata,
mot ngudi ndong dan, da khong thé cdy lua trong
giong bao di doi. Khi con bao cuéi cung cling di
qua, anh can phai nhanh chéng cay lua khi dat
con ngap nudc va dang trong diéu kién ly tudng.
Tiéc thay, ho phai hoan lai chuyén di dén tho.

Hai mon do, Anh Ca va Chj Cauilan, ciing
v6i ba ngudi truyén gido phuc vu tré tudi, nghe
vé hoan canh kho khan ctia gia dinh Agamata
va dé nghi giup d6 mdc du ho khong cé kinh
nghiém lam nong. Ho da gitp cdy ma dudi anh
mat trdi choi chang, d€ giap gia dinh Agamata
hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia ho va tham du 1€ gan
b6 trong dén tho ctia ho nhu da dugc hoach
dinh. Anh Ca Cauilan nhé4n xét rang “khuén mat
cua [gia dinh Agamata] that rang r& khi ching
toi nhin thdy ho méic y phuc mau tring trong nha
cua Chua. Niém vui ching t6i cam thay dugc khi
phuc su cho méi ca nhén that khong gi c6 thé so
sanh duogc!”

Gio déy, gia dinh Agamata dang vui huéng
cac phudc lanh doi dao cta viéc dugce lam 1€ gan
bé thanh mét gia dinh vinh ctiu nho vao mot vai
ngudi ban mon do tran day long bac ai—mot dau
hiéu cho thay vai tro mon do6 cua ho—da quyét
tam giup d& cac anh chi em ctia minh tién budc
trén con dudng giao udc.

Thua céc anh chi em, viéc lam moén d6 cua
Chua Gié Su Ky T6 la cach duy nhat dé€ dat dugc
hanh phuc lau dai. D6 la mdt con duong day

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Strong-April 2025-English/Vietnamese

purposeful acts of love toward others. While the
path of discipleship may be difficult and chal-
lenging, and while at times we may struggle and
fall short, we can take comfort that God is mind-
ful of us and yearns to help us every time we

try. Isaiah reminds us that “God will hold [our]
hand, saying ..., Fear not; I will help thee

With this assurance from our Father in
Heaven in mind, I earnestly pray that we may
follow President Nelson’s invitation to prioritize
our discipleship. May we “pray unto the Father
with all the energy of heart” to “be filled with
this love, which he hath bestowed upon all who
are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; ... that
when he shall appear we shall be like him”be-
cause we will carry a sign of true discipleship,
which is “charity ... the pure love of Christ.”

I testify that Jesus Christ is our living, glori-
ous Savior, Redeemer, Exemplar, and Friend. In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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day nhiing hanh dong yéu thuong day chu y, véi
nhiéu tam huyét danh cho nhiing nguai khac.
Mic du con dudng lam mon d6 c6 thé khé khan
va thti thach, va médc du déi khi ching ta c6 thé
vat va va that bai, nhung chung ta dugc an ti
rang Thugng D€ quan tam dén ching ta va néng
long muén giup d& ching ta méi khi chung ta c6
ging. E Sai nhic nhd ching ta ring “Ptic Chda
Troi nguoi, sé nam tay htiu [ching ta], va phan
..., buing sg, ta sé gitp d& nguoi”

V6i su bao ddm nay tii Cha Thién Thuogng
trong tam tri, toi tha thiét cu nguyén rang
ching ta c6 thé tuan theo 16i moi cua Chu Tich
Nelson dé€ vu tién cho vai tro moén d6 ctia chung
ta. Cau xin cho ching ta hay “cau nguyén lén
btic Chua Cha véi tat ca manh lyc ctia long
minh” d€ “dugc tran ddy tinh thuong nay, 1a tinh
thuong ma Ngai da ban cho tat ca nhiing tin do
chan chinh ctia Vi Nam Tt ctia Ngai, ttic 1a Chua
Gié Su Ky To; ... d€ khi Ngai hién dén, chung ta
sé dugc giong nhu Ngai’vi ching ta sé mang mot
dau hiéu cho théy vai tro mén d6 chan chinh, dé
la “long bac ai ... tinh yéu thuong thanh khiét
cta bang Ky To”

To6i lam chiing rang Chua Gié Su Ky T6 la
béng Ctiu Réi vinh quang, Dang Ctiu Chudc,
bing Guong Mau, va la ngudi Ban hang song
cta chung ta. Trong ton danh ctia Chua Gié Su
Ky To, A Men.
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