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As we bind ourselves to act as covenant disciples,
our relationship with the Father and Son is en-
riched, our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspec-
tive expanded.

One day in 2023, Uyanga Altansukh was at
work in the northern Mongolian city of Darkhan
when the Mongolian mission president entered
her workplace. In her words:

“I saw him and thought he had this bright
light in his countenance. He was very kind and
fun to those around him, and I felt warmth.
Before he left, I asked him some questions. A few
days later, he came into my work again and asked
it I could attend his church. I thought it might be
helpful. I was worried for my children’ future, as
society seemed to be full of stress and darkness.

I wanted my children to be like this man with a
light in their countenance, spreading joy to oth-
ers around them.

“One day the missionaries taught us the law
of tithing. My children said with excitement,
‘We must pay our tithing, Mom. I could see my
children’s faith at that moment. Before I joined
the Church, I watched general conference and
listened to President Russell M. Nelson speak.
He announced new temples all over the world
and said that a new temple would be built in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. I rejoiced and shed tears,
even though I did not understand why. With this
joy, I could tell that my faith and testimony were
growing.”
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Khi chiing ta rang budc bdn than minh dé hanh
dong véi tu cdch la cdc moén dé mang giao udc, thi
moi quan hé ciia chiing ta véi Cha Thién Thugng
va Vi Nam Tt dugc boi dap, niém vui ciia chiing
ta gia tang, va quan diém vinh ciu ciia chiing ta
dugc mé rong.

Vao mot ngay ctia ndm 2023, khi Uyanga
Altansukh dang di lam & thanh pho6 Darkhan,
mién Bac Mong Co, thi vi chu tich phai bo
truyén gido Mong C6 budc vao noi c6 lam viéc.
Co ké lai rang:

“Toi trong thay ong dy va tham nghi nguoi
nay c6 guong mit sang biing. Ong rat td té€ va vui
vé v6i moi ngudi xung quanh, va tdi cam thdy am
ap. Trudc khi 6ng &y ra vé, toi da hoi ong mot s6
diéu. Mot vai ngay sau do, 6ng quay lai noi lam
viéc ctia toi va hoi toi cé6 mudn tham du nha tho
ctia 6ng khong. Toi nghi viéc do c6 1€ sé c6 ich
cho téi. Toi dang lo lang cho tuong lai ctia con
cai minh, khi x4 hoi duong nhu ddy ray sy cang
thang va tdm t6i. T6i mudn céc con cua toi duge
giong nhu ngudi dan 6ng nay, cé guong mat sang
bting, va lan téa niém vui cho nhiing ngu6i xung
quanh.

“Mot ngay no, nhiing nguoi truyén gido da
day luat thap phéan cho chung t6i. Con cai t6i noi
rat hao hiing: ‘Me oi, chiing ta phai dong tién
thép phén nhé’ Toi c¢6 thé nhan thay duc tin cua
con cai toi vao giay phut do. Trudce khi gia nhap
Gido Hoi, toi da xem dai héi trung uong va ling
nghe Chu Tich Russell M. Nelson néi chuyén.
Ong di loan bdo tén ctia nhiing dén thd méi trén
khép thé gidi va noéi rang mot ngo6i dén thé méi
sé dugc xdy cat tai Ulaanbaatar, Mong C6. Toi
vui miing dén roi nuc mat, du t6i chang hiéu tai
sao minh lai khdc. V6i niém vui nay, t6i c6 thé
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Uyanga, like millions of others, is part of the
great gathering of Israel in preparation for the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. She has begun
her journey along the covenant path and has be-
come a disciple of Christ. What does it mean to
be a disciple of Christ? I appreciate the Japanese
word for disciple—deshi—demeaning younger
brother, andshimeaning child.

Jesus Christ declared, “I was in the beginning

with the Father, and am the Firstborn.”Because
ofwhoHeisandwhatHe hasdone, we worship
Him, we revere Him, we give glory to Him, and
we follow Him. Christ has redeemed us,and we
are forever grateful for His infinite and atoning
sacrifice.

We have a Heavenly Father, who loves us
as His children. His love for us is perfect. Jesus
Christ and His mission illustrate God’s love for
us. As John wrote, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life”

In our quest to understand what we do not
know, we might sometimes rely on our familiar
mortal experiences, or things wedoknow. For
example, we can learn somewhat of God the
Father through our own parenthood and mor-
tal family relationships. However, we should be
careful in applying these comparisons too far in
our attempt to understand our Heavenly Father.
The attributes of God the Father transcend any-
less-than-perfectattributes of a fallen man. God
the Father is the perfect Father. He is perfectly
loving, kind, patient, and understanding and is
perfectly glorious. We can trust Him perfectly.
The love of Christ reflects the love of God the
Father and is a representation of that love.

Jesus Christ is both the example and the
means.InChrist, we can understand better the
perfect attributes of the Father and His plan.
ThroughChrist, we are given the enabling power
to overcome the tendencies of natural men and
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ndi rang dtc tin va chling ngdn cua toi dang tang
truong.”

Ciing giong nhu hang triéu nguoi khac,
Uyanga la mot phan trong su quy tu vi dai ctia Y
So Ra En dé€ chuén bi cho Su Tai Lam cta Chua
Gié Su Ky To. Co6 dy da bat dau cudc hanh trinh
ctia minh trén con duong giao udc va tré thanh
mot mon do ctia Pang Ky To. Lam mot moén do
cua Dang Ky T6 c6 nghia la gi? Toi cam kich tu
mon do6 trong tiéng Nhat—deshi(dé ttii)—deco
nghia la dé (em trai), vashic6 nghia la tt (con).

Chua Gié Su Ky To da tuyén bo: “Tu luc
khoi dau ta da & cung Diic Chua Cha, va ta la
Con Pau Long”Nho vaocon nguoiNgai datrd
thanhvanhiing viécNgai dalam, ching ta méi tho
phuong Ngai, kinh trong Ngai, ton vinh Ngai, va
noi theo Ngai. Pang Ky T6 da ctiu chudc ching
ta,va chung ta mai mai biét on sy hy sinh ctiu
chudc vo han cua Ngai.

Chung ta ¢6 Cha Thién Thugng yéu thuong
chung ta nhu con ctia Ngai. Tinh yéu thuong ctia
Ngai danh cho ching ta la hoan hao. Chua Gié
Su Ky T6 va giao vu ctia Ngai cho thdy tinh yéu
thuong ctia Thugng D€ danh cho ching ta. Nhu
Giang da viét: “Vi buic Chua Troi yéu thuong
thé gian, dén ndi da ban Con mot ctia Ngai, hau
cho hé ai tin Con 4y khong bi hu méat ma dugc su
song doi doi”

Trong cong cudc tim hiéu diéu ching ta
khong biét, doi khi chung ta sé dua vao nhiing
kinh nghiém quen thudc trén tran thé, hoac
nhiing diéu chung tada biét. Vi duy, ching ta c6
thé hoc diéu gi d6 vé Thugng Dé DPtic Chuia Cha
qua kinh nghiém lam cha me ctia chinh minh va
qua nhiing md&i quan hé gia dinh trén tran thé.
Tuy nhién, ching ta nén cén than dé khong ap
dung qua mtc nhiing su so sanh nay trong nd
luc d€ hiéu dugc Cha Thién Thugng. Cac thudc
tinh ctua Thugng D€ Ptic Chta Cha vuot xa bat
ky thudc tinhkém hoan haonao ctia loai nguoi
von sa nga. Thugng D¢ Diic Chua Cha la nguoi
Cha hoan hao. O Ngai c6 long nhén ti, sy ti
té, long kién nhan, su thau hiéu, cting nhu vinh
quang tron ven. Chung ta hoan toan c6 thé tin
cay Ngai. Tinh yéu thuong cua Dang Ky T6 phan
anh tinh yéu thuong ctia Thugng D€ Dtic Chua
Cha va la mot biéu hién cua tinh yéu thuong do.

Chua Gié Su Ky T6 viia la tdim guong, viia
la phuong tién ma qua Ngai ching ta c6 thé trg
nén giong Diic Chua Cha hon.Quabang Ky To,
chung ta c6 thé hi€u hon cac thudc tinh ctia Ptic
Chua Cha va ké hoach ctia Ngai.Nho coDang
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women so that we might become more like the
Father.

Just like our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ is
perfectly merciful and just. These divine attri-
butes of justice and mercy are not in opposition.
They are complementary. Both justice and mercy
illustrate God’s perfect love for His children.

We can trust God the Father and Jesus Christ
because They are just and fair with all of us.

God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, are
perfectly aligned in purpose and love. Because
God and Jesus Christ love us, we are given the
opportunity and privilege as true disciples to
make covenants with Them. By our doing so, our
relationship with Christ is expanded: “And now,
because of the covenant which ye have made ye
shall be called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath
spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your
hearts are changed through faith on his name;
therefore, ye are born of him and have become
his sons and his daughters”

As disciples, when we make and keep sacred
covenants, we are blessed with spiritual power.
We are connected to Christ and God the Father
in a special relationship and can experience Their
love and joy in a measure reserved for those who
have made and kept covenants.Our ability to
sense a full measure of God’s love, or to contin-
ue in His love, is contingent upon our righteous
desires and actions.

InJohn chapter 15, verse 9, we read, “As
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.”
Andthenwe are given an invitation: “Continue ye
in my love.”

In thenext verse, we are given the way to con-
tinue in His love: “If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love”
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Ky To, chung ta dugc ban cho quyén nang vuot
xa kha ndng von c6 d€ chién thang cac khuynh
huéng ctia con ngudi thién nhién; nho dé ching
ta 6 thé tré nén giong Diic Chua Cha hon.

Ciing nhu Cha Thién Thugng ctia chiing
ta, Chaa Gié Su Ky To c6 long thuong x4t va sy
cong binh hoan hao. Hai thudc tinh thiéng liéng
nay khong hé mau thuan nhau, ma b6 sung cho
nhau. Ca su cong binh va long thuong xét déu
cho thay tinh yéu thuong hoan hao ctia Thugng
Dé danh cho con cai Ngai. Ching ta c6 thé tin
cay Thugng D& btic Chta Cha va Chuia Gié Su
Ky T6 bdi vi hai Ngai cong bang véi tat ca chung
ta.

Thugng D€ Duic Chuia Cha va Vi Nam Tu
ctia Ngai, Chua Gié Su Ky To, hoan toan cé
chung muc dich va tinh yéu thuong. Thugng
bé va Chua Gié Su Ky To yéu thuong chung ta
nén ching ta dugc ban cho co hoi va dac 4n véi
tu cach la cdc mon d6 chan chinh d€ 1ap giao
udc v6i hai Ngai. Khi ching ta lam nhu vay, moéi
quan hé ctia chung ta véi bang Ky T6 dugc mé
rong: “Va gio day, nho giao udc ma cac nguoi da
lap, cac nguoi sé dugc goi la con cai ctia Bang Ky
T6, cac con trai va con gai ciia Ngai; vi nay, hom
nay, Ngai da sinh ra cac nguai theo thé thudc
linh; vi cdc ngudi c6 ndi rang, long cac ngusi da
thay d6i nho c6 diic tin noi danh Ngai; vy nén
cac ngudi dugc Ngai sinh ra va da trd thanh cac
con trai va con gai ctia Ngai”

La mon do, khi lap va tuan giti cac giao udc
thiéng liéng, ching ta dugc ban phudc véi stic
manh thudc linh. Chung ta dugc két néi véi
bang Ky T6 va Thugng Dé Dtic Chua Cha trong
mot moi quan hé ddc biét va cé thé cdm nhén
dugc tinh yéu thuong ctia hai Ngai cing niém
vui ma chi danh cho nhiing ai da lap va tuan git
cac giao udc.Kha nang cua chung ta dé cdm nhan
dugc tron ven tinh yéu thuong ctia Thugng Dé,
hodc lién tuc & trong tinh yéu thuong ctia Ngai,
sé tuy thudc vao udc muon va viéc lam ngay
chinh cua chung ta.

TrongGiang chuong 15, cau 9, ching ta doc
rang: “Nhu Cha da yéu thuong ta thé nao, ta
ciing yéu thuong cac nguoi thé ay” Vardichung
ta dugc ban cho mot 16i moi: “Hay ct 6 trong su
yéu thuong ctia ta”

Trongcau tiép theo, chung ta dugc ban cho
cach thiic d€ lu6n luon 6 trong tinh yéu thuong
ctia Ngai: “Néu cac nguoai vang giti cac diéu ran
cua ta, thi sé & trong su yéu thuong ta, cling nhu
chinh ta da vang giti cac diéu ran cua Cha ta, va
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We then see the purpose of keeping the
commandments inverse 11: “These things have
I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full”

Through true covenant discipleship, we can
begin to understand better the nature of God and
the joy that He wants all of His children to ex-
perience. We can also begin to understand some
principles that at first might seem confusing. For
example, how can God have a fulness of joy when
some of His children are suffering so much? The
answer lies in God’s perfect perspective and in
His perfect plan. He sees us from the beginning
to our glorious potential future. He has provided
a way, through His Son, Jesus Christ, for all of us,
His children, to overcome the pains, suffering,
sins, guilt, and loneliness of our mortality.God
has provided for us the way and the choice.

Examples of those who have experienced
joy through discipleship might help us to better
understand this concept. Perhaps you have heard
the phrase that we are only as happy as our most
unhappy child. I have seen that this does not
need to be the case. My 94-year-old mother has
over 200 living descendants. At any given point,
at least one of the 200 is going to be unhappy. If
this statement were true, my mother would be in
a perpetual state of unhappiness, which she isn't.
Those who know her know how joyful she is.

I now would like to share another experi-
ence. In January of 2019, my wife, Debbie, and I
were invited into the office of President Nelson.
He had positioned a chair close to us, and we
sat almost knee to knee. After extending to us
our current calling, President Nelson turned to
Debbie and focused on her. He was kind, loving,
gentle, and full of joy, like the perfect father or
grandfather. He held Debbie’s hand and patted it,
reassuring her that it would be OK and that our
family would be blessed. It seemed to us at that
moment that we were the most important people
to him and that he had all the time in the world
for us. We left his office that Friday afternoon
feeling reassured, loved, and joyful.
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cl & trong su yéu thuong Ngai”

Chung ta thay muc dich cua viéc tuén git cac
1énh truyén trongcau 11: “Ta ndi cung cac nguoi
nhiing diéu do, hau cho su vui mting ctia ta trong
cac nguoi, va sy vui miing cac nguoi dugc tron
ven.

Qua vai tro moén do chan chinh mang giao
udc, chung ta ¢ thé bat dau hiéu hon thién tinh
cta Thugng D€ va niém vui ma Ngai mudn tat
ca cac con cai cua Ngai cé dugc. Chung ta cling
c6 thé bat dau hiéu ra mot s6 nguyén tic ma ban
dau duong nhu kho hiéu. Vi dy, lam thé nao
Thugng D€ c6 thé ¢ niém vui tron ven trong khi
mot s6 con cai cua Ngai dang chiu qua nhiéu dau
kh&? Cau tra 161 nam trong quan diém toan héo
cta Thugng D€ va trong ké hoach hoan hao ctia
Ngai. Ngai nhin thdy ching ta tu ltic ban dau cho
dén tuong lai day tiém nang ruc ré cta ching
ta. Ngai cung ting mot con dudng, qua Chua Gié
Su Ky To, Vi Nam Tt ctia Ngai, d€ tit ca chung
ta, la con cai ctia Ngai, chién thang nhiing noi
dau dén, khd s6, t6i 16, day dut, va c6 don trong
cudc song tran thé. Thugng D€ da cung ting cho
chung ta cach thtc va quyén lya chon.

Tam guong ctia nhiing nguai da cé duogc
niém vui trong vai tro moén do cé thé sé gitp
chung ta hi€u hon vé khai niém nay. C6 lé anh
chi em tting nghe cau noéi: niém vui ctia cha me
chi ngang bang véi niém vui cta dia con rau ri
nhat nha. Toi thdy rang cau d6 khong phai luc
nao ciing dung. Nguoi me 94 tudi cua t6i ¢6 hon
200 con chau con song. Vao bat cti lic nao, luén
c6 it nhat mot trong s6 200 ngudi d6 dang buon
rau. Néu cau ndi trén dung, thi me toi han phai
luon trong tam trang phién muon, nhung ma ba
khong c6 nhu vay. Nhiing ai quen biét ba déu
biét ba vui vé thé nao.

Gio t6i xin chia sé mot kinh nghiém khac.
Vao thang Mot nam 2019, vg t6i la Debbie va to6i
dugc moi dén van phong ctia Chu Tich Nelson.
Ong da kéo ghé lai gin dén ndi ddu g6i ching toi
gan nhu cham nhau. Sau khi kéu goi t6i vao chtc
vu hién tai, Cht Tich Nelson nhin Debbie va tap
trung néi chuyén véi co 4y. Ong rat ti té, giau
tinh yéu thuong, diu dang, tran day niém vui,
giong nhu mot ngudi cha hodc ngudi 6ng hoan
hdo. Ong cdm tay ctia Debbie 1én va nhe nhang
v0 vé, trén an c6 4y 1a moi viéc sé 6n va gia dinh
ctia chung t6i sé dugc ban phudc. Vao gidy phut
ay, chung t6i duong nhu la nhiing nguoi quan
trong nhat doi véi 0ng va ong danh toan bo thoi
gian cho ching t6i. Chung t6i da ra vé vao budi
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On Monday we saw the news. During that
same day that President Nelson had spent with
us, one of his daughters had passed away from
cancer. We were stunned. Our hearts were full as
we mourned for him and his family. Our hearts
were also full of gratitude for his Christlike atten-
tion to us while mourning for his daughter who
was suffering.

As we pondered this experience, we asked
ourselves, “How could he be so kind, loving, and
even joyful at such a difficult time?” The answer
is becausehe knows. He knows that Christ has
been victorious. He knows he will be with his
daughter again and will spend an eternity with
her. Joy and eternal perspective come through
being bound to the Savior by making and keep-
ing covenants and through Christlike disciple-
ship.

President Nelson has taught: “Just as the
Savior offers peace that ‘passeth all understand-
ing’ [Philippians 4:7], He also offers an intensity,
depth, and breadth of joy that defy human logic
or mortal comprehension. For example, it doesn’t
seem possible to feel joy when your child suffers
with an incurable illness or when you lose your
job or when your spouse betrays you. Yet that is
precisely the joy the Savior offers.”

As we make and keep covenants, we will
naturally turn outward and have a desire to help
others feel the measure of joy and love we feel
in our covenantal relationships. We can be part
of the greatest cause on the earth today—the
gathering of Israel. We can help to bring God’s
children to Christ. As the prophet Jacob taught,
“And blessed art thou; for because ye have been
diligent in laboring with me in my vineyard, and
have kept my commandments, and have brought
unto me again the natural fruit, ... ye shall have
joy with me because of the fruit of my vineyard.”

As we bind ourselves to act as covenant dis-
ciples, in whatever our level of capacity, our rela-
tionship with the Father and the Son is enriched,
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chiéu thu Sau d6 vé6i cam gidc an tam, dugc yéu
thuong, va vui vé.

bén thi Hai, ching t6i doc tin ttic. Trong
chinh cai ngay ma Chu Tich Nelson danh thoi
gian cho ching t6i, mdt trong nhiing ngudi con
gai ctia 6ng da qua doi vi bénh ung thu. Ching
toi rat sting sot. Tam long ctia ching t6i ngap
tran niém tiéc thuong cho dng va gia dinh. Pong
thoi chung toi cling ngap tran long biét on vé sy
quan tam giong nhu cach cua Dang Ky T6 ma
ong da danh cho chiing t6i trong lic chinh 6ng
dang dau buon cho nguai con gai chiu nhiéu dau
dén ctia minh.

Khi suy ngam vé kinh nghiém nay, ching
toi da ty hoi: “Bang cach nao ong dy c6 thé ti té,
day yéu thuong, va tham chi vui vé dén thé trong
lac khé khan nhu vay?” Cau tra 16i 1a béi viong
dy biét. Ong biét raing Pdng Ciu Rdi da chién
thing. Ong biét ring 6ng sé gip lai con gai minh
va sé€ danh ca thai vinh ctiu véi 6 ay. Niém vui
va quan diém vinh ctiu dén qua moi déy rang
budc véi Pang Ciu Roi khi viéc lap va tuén git
cac giao udc, va qua cudc doi tré thanh mot mon
do giong nhu Bang Ky To.

Chu Tich Nelson da day: “Giong nhu Pang
Ctiu R6i ban cho sy binh an ‘vugt qua moi sy
hiéu biét, [Phi Lip 4:7], Ngai ciing ban cho mot
niém vui ménh liét, shu ddm, va déi dao bat chap
lap luan hoac nhan thtic cia ngudi tran thé.

Vi dy, dudng nhu ta khong thé cam théy dugc
niém vui khi con cdi mac phai mot cin bénh

vO phuong ctiu chiia, hodc khi bi mat viéc lam,
hoac khi bi chéng hay vg phan boi. Tuy nhién dé
chinh la niém vui ma Pang Ctiu Réi ban cho”

Khi chung ta lap va giti cac giao udc, ching
ta sé tu nhién ma long va cé uéc mudn giup
ngudi khac cam thay cam thay phan nao niém
vui va tinh yéu thuong ma chung ta cdm nhén
dugc trong mdi quan hé giao udc ciia minh.
Chung ta c6 thé gép phén vao chinh nghia vi
dai nhat trén thé gian ngay nay—su quy tu cta
Y So Ra En.Chung ta c6 thé giup mang con céi
cua Thugng D¢ dén véi Dang Ky To. Nhu tién tri
Gia Cop da day: “Va phudc thay cho cac nguoi,
vi cac nguoi da cung ta lam viéc mot cach can
man trong vuon cdy cla ta, va da tuan git nhiing
1énh truyén cta ta, va con dem lai cho ta nhiing
trai thién nhién, ... cac nguoi sé c6 dugc su vui
mtung vdi ta vi nhiing trai cay trong vuon ctia ta”

Khi ching ta rang budc ban than minh dé
hanh dong véi tu cach la cac mon do6 mang giao
udc, cho du kha ndng ctia ching ta dang & mtc
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our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspective nao, thi moi quan hé ctia chiing ta véi Cha Thién
expanded. We then are endowed with power and ~ Thugng va Vi Nam Tu dugc boi dap, niém vui
can feel joy in a measure reserved for God’s true cua ching ta gia ting, va quan diém vinh ctiu
covenant disciples.In the sacred name of Jesus cta chung ta dugc md rong. Roi chiing ta dugc
Christ, amen. ban cho quyén nang tu trén cao va cé thé cam

thay niém vui dugc danh san cho cac moén do
chan chinh mang giao udc ctia Thugng Pé. Trong
thanh danh ctia Chua Gié Su Ky T6, A Men.
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