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Participate to Prepare for Christ’s Return
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Callings and other ways we embark in God’s work
uniquely prepare us to meet the Savior.

A few months ago, I was standing in a hall
when Elder Neil L. Andersen walked by. I had
just been called as a new General Authority. Like-
ly sensing my feelings of inadequacy, he smiled
and said, “Well, there looks like a man who has
no idea what he is doing”

And I thought, “There is a true prophet and
seer.”

Elder Andersen then whispered, “Don’t
worry, Elder Shumway. It gets better—in five or
six years.”

Have you ever wondered why we are asked
to do things in God’s kingdom that feel beyond
our reach? With life’s demands, have you asked
why we even need callings in the Church? Well,
I have.

And I got an answer in general conference
when President Russell M. Nelson said, “Now is
the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Christ”When President Nelson said this,
the Spirit taught me that as we participate in
God’s work, we prepare ourselves and others for
Christ’s return. The Lord’s promise is compel-
ling that callings, ministering, temple worship,
following promptings, and other ways we embark
in God’s work uniquely prepare us to meet the
Savior.
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Nhiing su kéu goi va cdc cdch thiic phuc vu khdc
trong Gido Hoi gitip chiing ta phdt trién va chudn
bi cho chiing ta dé diing truéc mat Ddng Ciiu Roi.

Mot vai thang trudc, toi dang ding trong
mot hanh lang thi Anh Ca Neil L. Andersen di
ngang qua. To6i méi viia dugc kéu goi véi tu cach
12 mét Vi Thdm Quyén Trung Uong. Dudng nhu
nhan biét dugc toi dang nghi ring ban than minh
khong xting dang véi su kéu goi nay, 6ng da mim
cuoi va ndi: “Cha, anh c6 vé nhu la mot nguoi
khong biét minh dang lam gi”

Va t6i da nghi: “Day qua thuc la mot vi tién
tri va tién kién?”

Ro6i Anh Ca Andersen thi tham: “Dting lo,
Anh Ca Shumway. Moi viéc sé tot 1én thoi—
trong ndm hodc sau ndm ntia.”

Anh chi em da bao gid tu hoi tai sao chung
ta dugc moi lam nhiing cong viéc trong vuong
quoc ctia Thugng D€ ma nam ngoai kha ning
ctia minh khong? V6i vo van nhiing doi hoi ti
cudc song, anh chi em c6 tling thac mic tai sao
ching ta con can nhiing su kéu goi trong Gido
Hoi khong? Toi da tling thac méac nhu vay.

Va t6i da nhan dugc mdt cau tra 16i trong dai
hoi trung uong khi Chu Tich Russell M. Nelson
nodi: “Gio day la luc d€ anh chi em va t6i chuédn
bi cho Ngay Tai Lam cua Chua va Bang Ctu Roi
cta chung ta, Chua Gié Su Ky T6.’Khi Chu Tich
Nelson noi diéu nay, Thanh Linh da day cho toi
rang khi tham gia vao cong viéc cua Thugng Dé,
ching ta dang chuén bi ban than minh va nhiing
ngudi khac cho su tré lai ctia Dang Ky To. Chua
da dua ra 16i htia hip dan, d6 la nhiing su kéu
goi, phuc sy, viéc phuc vu trong dén thg, viéc
tuan theo nhiing thuc giuc, va cac cach thic khac
khi ching ta bat tay vao céng viéc ctia Thugng
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God Is Pleased When We Engage in His
Work

In “the majesty of this moment,’as God’s
kingdom expands and temples dot the earth,
there is a growing need for willing souls to en-
gage in God’s work. Selflessly serving is the very
essence of Christlike discipleship. But serving
is rarely convenient. This is why I admire you
covenant-keeping disciples, including our dear
missionaries, who set aside your desires and
challenges to serve God by serving His children.
God “delights to honor [you for serving Him]
in righteousness” He promises, “Great shall be
[your] reward and eternal shall be [your] glo-
ry” When we say yes to serving, we are saying yes
to Jesus Christ. And when we say yes to Christ,

we are saying yes to the most abundant life pos-
sible.

I learned this lesson while working and
studying chemical engineering in college. I was
asked to be the activities planner for a singles
ward. This was my nightmare calling. Still, I
accepted, and at first it was drudgery. Then at one
activity a beautiful girl was smitten by the way I
served the ice cream. She returned three times,
hoping to catch my attention. We fell in love, and
she proposed to me just two weeks later. Well,
maybe it wasn’t quite that fast, and I was the one
who proposed, but the truth is this: I shudder to
think of missing out on Heidi had I said no to
that calling.

Our Participation Is Preparation for
Christ's Return

We engage in God’s work not because God
needs us but because we need God and His
mighty blessings. He promises, “For, behold, I
will bless all those who labor in my vineyard with
a mighty blessing”Let me share three principles
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D¢ sé ddc biét chudn bi cho ching ta gap Déang
Ctiu Roi.

Thugng D& Hai Long Khi Ching Ta
Tham Gia Vao Céng Viéc Cua Ngai

Trong “su uy nghiém ctia gidy phut nay; khi
vuong quéc cua Thugng D€ dang phat trién va
cac dén tho xudt hién trén khap thé gidi, chung
ta cang can c6 thém nhiéu ngudi sdn long tham
gia vao cong viéc clia Ngai. Su phuc vu vo vi ky 1a
ban chat ctia qua trinh tré nén giong nhu Pang
Ky T6 cia mdi moén d6. Nhung viéc phuc vu
hiém khi nao thuén tién. Déy la ly do t6i ngudng
mo anh chi em, nhiing moén do luén tuan git
giao udc, ké ca nhling ngudi truyén gido than
mén ctia ching ta, vi da bo qua mdt bén nhiing
mong mudn va tht thach cd nhan dé phuc vu
Thugng D€ bang cach phuc vu con cai Ngai.
Thugng D€ “thich ton vinh [anh chi em vi biét
phuc vu Ngai] trong su ngay chinh” Ngai hiia
“Phan thudng ctia [anh chi em] sé vi dai va vinh
quang ctia [anh chi em] sé vinh cttu”Khi ching
ta chap nhan 16i moi goi phuc vy, ching ta ciing
dang chdp nhén 16i moi tit Chaa Gié Su Ky Toé.
Va khi chung ta chdp nhén 161 mai tii Dang Ky
To, ching ta dang chao dén cudc sdng du dat
nhit ma minh cé thé c6 dugc.

Toi da hoc dugc nguyén tac nay trong khi
vtia di lam vtia di hoc dai hoc nganh ky thuét
héa hoc. Toi duge moi lam ngudi hoach dinh
sinh hoat cho mét tiéu gido khu danh cho nhiing
ngudi doc than. Su kéu goi nay nhu mot con ac
mong d6i v6i toi. Nhung t6i van dong y lam, va
ban du, t6i cam thay kha nham chan. Thé roi,
trong mot sinh hoat no, mot c6 gai xinh dep da
bi cuén hut bai cach ma tdi phuc vu kem. Co ay
quay lai l1ay kem dén ba lan véi hy vong sé thu
hat dugc su cha y cua toi. Ching t6i yéu nhau, va
chi hai tuan sau, c6 dy cau hon t6i. Co 1é khong
nhanh dén vay, va t6i 1a nguoi chtt dong cau hon,
nhung that long ma ndi, téi rung minh khi nghi
dén viéc minh c6 thé dé€ 16 mat Heidi néu nhu t6i
tu chdi su kéu goi do.

Su Tham Gia cia Ching Ta Chuan Bi
cho Su Trd Lai ctia BDang Ky T

Chung ta tham gia vao cong viéc cua Thugng
Dbé khong phai vi Ngai can ching ta ma vi ching
ta can Ngai cung nhiing phudc lanh 16n lao ctia
Ngai. Ngai htia rdng: “Nay, ta sé ban phudc lanh
16n lao cho nhiing ai lam viéc trong vuon nho
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that teach how our participation in God’s work
blesses and helps us prepare to meet the Savior.

First, as we participate, we progress toward
({3 . »
the measure of [our] creation.

We learn this pattern in the account of the
Creation. After each day of labor, God acknowl-
edged the progress made by saying, “It was
good.”He did not say the work was finished nor
that it was perfect. But what He did say was that
there was progress, and in God’s eyes, that is
good!

Callings do not determine or validate a
person’s worth or worthiness. Rather, as we labor
with God in whatever way He asks, we grow into
the measure of our own creation.

God rejoices in our progress, and so should
we, even when we still have work to do. At times
we may lack the strength or the means to serve
in a calling.Still, we can engage in the work and
protect our testimonies through meaningful
ways like prayer and scripture study. Our loving
Heavenly Father does not condemn us when we
are willing but unable to serve.

Second, serving elevates our homes and
churches into holy places where we can practice
covenant living.

For example, our covenant to always remem-
ber Christ is made individually, but this covenant
is lived as we serve others.Callings surround
us with opportunities to “bear ... one another’s
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ”When we
serve because we love God and want to live our
covenants, service that seems dutiful and drain-
ing becomes joyful and transformative.

Ordinances don’t save us because they fulfill
a heavenly checklist. Rather, when we live the
covenants connected with these ordinances, we
become the kind of person who wants to be in
God’s presence. This understanding overcomes
hesitations to serve or preferences not to serve.
Our preparation to meet Jesus Christ accelerates
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cua ta”Toi xin chia sé ba nguyén tac day vé su
tham gia ctia ching ta vao cong viéc ctia Thugng
DéE sé ban phudc va chuén bi cho ching ta gip
bang Ctiu Roi nhu thé nao.

Tht nhat, khi ching ta tham gia, chung ta
dan tién trién dén “muc dich tao dung [ra ching
ta]”

Chung ta hoc vé khudén mau nay trong cau
chuyén vé Su Sang Tao. Sau moéi ngay lao nhoc,
Thugng D€ xac nhan tién do da dugc thuc hién
bang cach phan “diéu do la t6t lanh”Ngai khong
noi la cong viéc da duge hoan thanh, ciing chang
noi la né hoan hao. Nhung diéu Ngai da ndi la
moi ngay déu ¢ sy tién trién, va trong mat ctia
Thugng D¢, diéu do 1a tot!

Nhiing su kéu goi khong hé quyét dinh hodc
cong nhan gia tri hay su xting dang ctia mot
nguoi. Khi ching ta lao nhoc cing Thugng Bé
trong bat ky di€u gi Ngai yéu cdu, chung ta phat
trién theo muc dich tao dung ra chinh minh.

Thugng D€ vui mting trudc sy tién bo cua
ching ta, va chuing ta cling véy, ké ca khi chiing
ta van con viéc can lam. Doéi khi, chung ta c¢6 thé
thiéu stic manh hodc phuong tién d€ phuc vu
trong mot su kéu goi.Nhung ching ta van c6 thé
tham gia trong cong viéc nay va bao vé chiing
ngon ctia minh bang nhiing cach thiic c¢6 y nghia
nhu cau nguyén va hoc thanh thu. Cha Thién
Thugng nhan tii khong két t6i chung ta khi
chung ta san long nhung khong thé phuc vu.

Th hai, viéc phuc vu gitp cho nha tho
va nha cua ching ta dugc nang cao, tré thanh
nhiing noi thanh thién, d€ chung ta c6 thé thuc
hanh viéc sdng theo giao udc.

Vi dy, tuy méi ca nhan chung ta lap giao
udc luon luon tudng nhé Pang Ky To6, nhung
ching ta chi song theo giao u6c nay khi di phuc
vu nguoi khac.Nhiing sy kéu goi dem lai nhiéu
co hoi cho chung ta “mang lay ganh nidng cho
nhau, nhu vay ... sé lam tron luat phap cua Dang
Ky T6.”Khi chuing ta phuc vu vi long yéu kinh
Thugng D€ va mong mudn song theo cac giao
udc ctia minh, sy phuc vu dudng nhu khong con
la b6n phan ddy mét moi ma sé trd thanh niém
vui va giup ching ta thay déi.

Cac gido 1€ khong ctiu chung ta chi vi chiing
ndm trong ban liét ké nhiing viéc can lam do
thién thugng dua xudng. Ma vi, khi ching ta
song theo cac giao udc két noi véi nhiing gido
1€ nay, chuiing ta tr¢ thanh nhiing ngudi mudn
dugc & trong su hién dién ctia Thugng Dé. Su
hiéu biét nay sé chién thang su do du d€ phuc vu
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when we stop asking what God will permit and
start asking what God would prefer.

Third, participating in God’s work helps us
receive God’s gift of grace and feel His greater
love.

We do not receive financial compensation
for serving. Instead, scripture teaches that for our
“labor [we are] to receive the grace of God, that
[we] might wax strong in the Spirit, [have] the
knowledge of God, [and] teach with power and
authority from God.”That is a very good trade!

Because of God’s grace, our abilities or in-
abilities are not the principal basis for extending
or accepting a calling. God does not expect per-
fect performance or exceptional talent to partic-
ipate in His work. If so, Queen Esther would not
have saved her nation, Peter would not have led
the early Church, and Joseph Smith would not be
the Prophet of the Restoration.

As we act in faith to do something beyond
our abilities, our weakness is exposed. This is
never comfortable, but it is necessary for us to
“know that it is by [God’s] grace ... that we have
power to do these things”

We will fall many times as we engage in
God’s work. But in our effort, Jesus Christ catches
us. He gradually lifts us to experience salvation
from failure and fear and from feeling like we
will never be enough.When we consecrate our
meager but best effort, God magnifies it. When
we sacrifice for Jesus Christ, He sanctifies us.This
is the transformative power of God’s grace. As we
serve, we grow in grace until we are prepared to
“be lifted up by the Father, to stand before [Jesus
Christ]”

Help Others Receive and Rejoice in the
Gift of Callings
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hodac viéc khong thich phuc vu. Ching ta sé cang
mau chdéng dugc chudn bi d€ gap Chuaa Gié Su Ky
To6 khi ngting héi Thugng D€ sé cho phép ching
ta lam diéu gi va bat dau hoi Thugng D€ thich
ching ta lam diéu gi hon.

Tht ba, tham du vao céng viéc ctia Thugng
D¢ gitp chung ta nhin dugc an td vé an dién cta
Ngai va cdm nhén dugc tinh yéu thuong 16n hon
tu Ngai.

Chung ta khong dugc tra tién cho viéc phuc
vu. Thay vi thé, thanh thu day rang chung ta
“phai lao dong d€ nhan dugc 4n dién cua Thugng
Dé, ngo hau [chung ta] dugc tang thém stic
manh trong Thanh Linh, c¢é dugc su hiéu biét vé
Thugng Dé, [va] ... c6 thé giang day véi quyén
ndng va thdm quyén ctia Thugng DE’D6 1a mot
su trao d6i rét c6 lgi cho chung ta!

Nho c6 an dién cta Thugng Pé, kha nang
cua ching ta khong con la can cu chinh d€ chung
ta dua ra mot sy kéu goi hodc chdp nhan mot sy
kéu goi. Thugng D¢ khong ky vong ching ta phai
thé hién hoan hdo hodc cé 4n t dic biét d€ tham
gia lam cong viéc clia Ngai. Néu vay thi Hoang
Hau E Xo Té da khong ctiu dugc dan clia minh,
Phi E Ro da khong lanh dao dugc Gido Hoi so
khai, va Joseph Smith da khong trd thanh Vi Tién
Tri ctia Théi Ky Phuc Hoi.

Khi hanh dong trong dtic tin d€ lam mot
diéu gi d6 nam ngoai kha nang, chung ta sé dé
16 ra nhiing diém yéu clia minh. Diéu nay khong
bao gid la dé chiu ca, nhung ching ta can “y thtic
dugc rang, nho 4n dién ... ctia [Thugng Dé]

... ma ching [ta] mdi cd quyén nang lam dugc
nhiing viéc nay”

Chung ta sé vap nga nhiéu lan trong khi
tham gia vao cong viéc ctia Thugng D€. Nhung
khi ching ta nd luc, Chua Gié Su Ky T6 luon d6
l4y chiing ta. Ngai ti tif ndng ching ta 1én dé
cam nhén dugc su ctiu r6i khoi nhiing thét bai
lan néi s¢ cung cam nghi cho rang chung ta sé
khong bao gi¢ du t6t.Khi chung ta dang hién no6
luc nho bé nhung t6t nhéat ctia minh, Thugng
D¢ sé lam vinh hién no Iyc d6.Khi ching ta hy
sinh cho Chua Gié Su Ky To, Ngai sé thanh héa
ching ta.bay la quyén nang lam thay d6i dén tu
an dién cta Thugng Dé. Khi phuc vy, chung ta
phat trién trong an dién cho dén khi da san sang
dé€ “dugc buc Chua Cha nhic lén ... dlng trudc
mdt [Chua Gié Su Ky To]”

Giup Nhitng Ngudi Khac Bon Nhan va
Vui Mung véi An T dugc Phuc Vu trong
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I do not know all the Savior will ask me
when I stand before Him, but perhaps one ques-
tion will be “Who did you bring with you?”-
Callings are sacred gifts from a loving Heavenly
Father to help bring others with us to Jesus
Christ.So I invite leaders and each of us to more
intentionally seek those without callings. Encour-
age and help them engage in God’s work to help
them prepare for Christ’s return.

John was not active in the Church when his
bishop visited and told him that the Lord had
a work for him to do. He invited John to quit
smoking. Although John had tried many times
to stop, this time he felt an unseen power helping
him.

Just three weeks later, the stake president vis-
ited John. He called him to serve in the bishopric.
John was shocked. He told the stake president
he had just quit smoking. If this meant he would
have to abandon his tradition of attending
professional football games on Sunday, well, that
was just too much to ask. The stake president’s
inspired response was simple: “John, I am not
asking you; the Lord is”

To which John replied, “Well, if that is the
case, [ will serve”

John told me that these sacrifices to serve
were the spiritual turning points for him and for
his family.

I wonder if we have a blind spot, failing to
extend callings to individuals who, to our mortal
view, appear unlikely or unworthy. Or we may be
more concerned with a culture of performance
than with the doctrine of progression, neglecting
to see how the Savior increases capacity in the
unlikely and the unproven by giving them oppor-
tunities to serve.

Elder David A. Bednar teaches the impor-
tance of the scriptural mandate to “letevery
[woman and] manlearn[their] duty, and to
act”Do we do this? When leaders and parents let
others learn and act for themselves, they blossom
and flourish.While the easier path may be to give
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Nhitng Su Kéu Goi

Toi khong biét tat ca nhiing dieu bang Cuu
R6i sé hoi toi khi téi ding trudc mat Ngai, nhung
6 1&€ mot cau hoi sé la: “Con da mang theo
ai?”Nhiing su kéu goi la cac an tu thiéng liéng
tt Cha Thién Thugng nhan tii nham giup ching
ta mang nhiing ngudi khac dén véi Chua Gié Su
Ky T6.T6i xin mdi cac vi lanh dao va moi ngudi
ching ta hay c6 cht y hon dé tim kiém nhiing
ngudi dang khong co su kéu goi. Hay khuyén
khich va giup ho tham gia vao cong viéc ctua
Thugng D& dé giap ho chudn bi cho su trd lai cia
bang Ky To.

John khong tich cuc trong Gido Hdi khi vi
gidm trg dén tham va noéi véi anh rang Chua co
mdt cong viéc cin anh thuc hién. Ong mai John
bo thudc la. Mac du da nhiéu 1an ¢6 ging cai
thudc, nhung lan nay John cam thay mot quyén
nang vo hinh dang giup dé anh.

R6i chi ba tuan sau do, vi chu tich gido khu
dén tham John. Ong kéu goi anh phuc vu trong
giam trg doan. John vo cung sting s6t. Anh noéi
v6i chu tich gido khu la anh mdi viia bo thudc
la. Néu sy kéu goi nay c6 nghia la anh phai tu
bd ludn théi quen di xem cdc tran bong bau duc
chuyén nghiép vao Chu Nhét, thi 6ng 4y dang
doi hoi qua nhiéu ro6i. Céu tra 16i dy soi dan cta
vi chu tich gido khu rat don gian: “John oi, dau
phai t6i doi hoi anh; la Chua dang yéu cdu anh
do”

Va John dép rang: “Vang, néu vay thi toi sé
phuc vu”

John ndi véi toi rang nhiing diéu anh phai hy
sinh d€ c6 thé phuc vu lai trg thanh nhiing budc
ngoat thudc linh doi véi anh va gia dinh anh.

Toi ty hoi c6 phai ching ta dang rai vao
diém mu khong, vi chung ta khong dua ra 16i kéu
goi cho nhiing cd nhin, ma theo con mat tran
tuc cua chung ta, la khong phtt hgp hoac khong
xung dang. Hodc chung ta c6 thé lo nghi nhiéu
hon dén vin hoa thé hién thay vi gido ly vé su
tién trién, ma khong thdy dugc cach Piang Cuu
R6i gia tang nang luc & nhiing ngudi khong phu
hgp hodc chua chiing t6 dugc ban than bang
cach trao cho ho co hoi d€ phuc vu.

Anh Ca David A. Bednar day vé tam quan
trong ctia 1énh truyén trong thanh thu 1a “haydé
chomdi [anh chi em]hoc cdchdé lam bén phan
cua ho, va dé hanh dong”Chung ta c6 lam diéu
nay khong? Khi cac vi lanh dao va cac bac cha
me d€ nhiing ngudi khac hodc con cai hoc hoi
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faithful members a second calling, the more ex-
cellent way is to invite the unlikely to serve and
let them learn and grow.

If Christ were physically here, He would visit
the sick, teach the Sunday School class, sit with
the heartbroken young woman, and bless the
children. He can do His own work.But He lives
this principle of letting us act and learn, so He
sends us in His place.

With participation in God’s work comes
“the right, privilege, and responsibility to rep-
resent the Lord [Jesus Christ]”When we serve
to magnify Christ and not ourselves,our service
becomes joyful. When others leave our class,
meeting, ministering visit, or activity remem-
bering Christ more than they remember us, the
work is energizing.

In earnestly seeking to represent the Sav-
ior, we become more like Him.That is the best
preparation for the sacred moment when each of
us will kneel and confess that Jesus is the Christ,
which I witness that He is and that President
Russell M. Nelson is His “voice ... unto the
ends of the earth” to help us “prepare ... for that
which is to come”In the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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va tu do hanh ddng, con cdi méi phat trién.Tuy
dé dang hon d€ mai cac tin hiu trung tin chdp
nhan sy kéu goi thi hai, nhung cach thtc tot
nhit van la moi goi nhiing ngudi c6 vé khong
pht hgp va cho ho co hdi d€ hoc hoi va phat
trién.

Néu béang Ky T6 thét su hién dién & day,
Ngai sé dén tham ngudi bénh, giang day 16p
Trudng Cht Nhét, ngoi canh em thiéu nii dang
buon rau, va ban phudc cho tré nho. Ngai c6
thé lam dugc cong viéc riéng ctia Ngai. Nhung
vi tudn theo nguyén tic cho phép ching ta hanh
dong va hoc hoi, nén Ngai méi phai ching ta
lam thay Ngai.

Viéc tham du vao cong viéc ctia Thugng Dé
sé di kem v6i “quyén han, dic an va trach nhiém
dé€ dai dién cho Chua [Gié Su Ky T6]”Khi chung
ta phuc vu d€ 1am vinh hién Dang Ky T6 chu
khong phai ban than minh,sy phuc vu ctia ching
ta sé trd nén vui vé. Khi nhiing nguai khac roi
khoi 16p hoc, cudc hop, budi tham viéng phuc
su, hodc mot sinh hoat va nhé dén bang Ky To
nhiéu hon nhé dén chung ta, thi chung ta dugc
tiép thém dong luc d€ phuc vu.

Khi khé4n thiét tim cach d€ dai dién cho
bang Ctiu Rdi, ching ta tré nén giong nhu Ngai
hon.Dé la sy chudn bi t6t nhét cho gidy phut
thiéng liéng khi ma méi ngudi chung ta sé quy
xudng va thita nhén rang Chuta Gié Su chinh
la Bang Ky To, 1a Pang ma t6i long trong lam
chiing cho Ngai, va tdi ciing lam chiling rang
Chu Tich Russell M. Nelson la “tiéng ndi ctia
[Ngai] phan ra cho cac noi tan cung cta trai dat”
dé gitip ching ta “chuén bi cho nhiing gi sap
dén”Trong thanh danh ctia Chua Gié Su Ky To,
A Men.
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