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The Lord is merciful and our Heavenly Father’s
plan of salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

A Prophet's Invitation

Last April, soon after the joyful news that the
Church had acquired the Kirtland Temple, Pres-
ident Russell M. Nelson invited us to study the
dedicatory prayer of the Kirtland Temple, record-
ed insection 109 of the Doctrine and Covenants.
The dedicatory prayer, said President Nelson,

“is a tutorial about how the temple spiritually
empowers you and me to meet the challenges of
life in these last days.”

I am sure your study of section 109 yielded
insights that blessed you. This evening, I share
a couple of things I learned as I followed our
prophet’s invitation. The peace-giving path down
which my study led reminded me that the Lord
is merciful and that our Heavenly Father’s plan of
salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

Newly Called Missionaries Serving in
the Temple

As you may be aware, “newly called mis-
sionaries are encouraged to receive the temple
endowment as soon as possible and to attend the
temple as often as circumstances allow” Once en-
dowed, they also “may serve as temple ... work-
ers before they begin missionary service”
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Chiia ddy long thuong xot va ké hoach ciiu réi ciia
Cha Thién Thugng thic sy la mot ké hoach ddy
long thuong xot.

Loi M&i Cda M6t Vi Tién Tri

Vao thang Tu nam ngodi, ngay sau tin vui
rang Gido Hoi dd mua lai Dén Tho Kirtland,
Chu Tich Russell M. Nelson da moi ching ta hoc
tap 16i cdu nguyén cung hién Pén Tho Kirtland,
dugc ghi lai trongtiét 109 cta sach Gido Ly va
Giao Uéc. Theo 15i ctia Cht Tich Nelson, 16i ciu
nguyén cung hién “day cho biét caich ma dén tho
cung c6 phan thudc linh ctia anh chi em va toi
dugc manh mé hon d€ d6i phoé véi nhiing thu
thach ctia doi s6ng trong nhiing ngay sau cling
nay”
Toi chédc chdn rang viéc hoc tap tiét 109 da
mang lai nhiing hiéu biét sdu sic ma da ban
phudc cho céc anh chi em. Bu6i t6i hdm nay,
toi xin phép chia sé hai diéu toi da hoc dugc khi
tuén theo 16i moi cua vi tién tri. Viéc hoc tap do
da dan t6i dén con dudng mang dén su binh an
va nhac nhd téi ring Chaa day long thuong xot
va ké hoach ctiu réi ctia Cha Thién Thugng that
su 1a mot ké hoach day long thuong xot.

Nhitng Nguai Truyén Gido M&i Bugc
Kéu Goi Phuc Vu trong Dén Tho

Nhu anh chi em c6 thé da biét, “nhiing nguoi
truyén gido méi dugc kéu goi, dugc khuyén
khich nén tiép nhén 1€ thién an trong dén tho
cang sém cang tot va tham du dén tho cang
thudng xuyén cang t6t néu hoan canh cho phép”
Sau khi dugc lam 1€ thién 4n, ho ciing “c6 thé
phuc vu véi tu cach la nhiing nguoi lam viéc phu
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Time in the temple before entering the mis-
sionary training center (MTC) can be a wonder-
tul blessing for new missionaries as they learn
more about temple covenants before sharing the
blessings of those covenants with the world.

But in studying section 109, I learned that
in the temple, God empowers new missionar-
ies—indeed, all of us—in an additional, sacred
way.In the dedicatory prayer, given by revelation,
the Prophet Joseph Smith prayed that “when thy
servants shall go out from thy house ... to bear
testimony of thy name,” the “hearts” of “all peo-
ple” would “be softened”—both the “great ones of
the earth” and “all the poor, the needy, and [the]
afflicted” He prayed that “their prejudices may
give way before the truth, and thy people may
obtain favor in the sight of all; that all the ends of
the earth may know that we, thy servants, have
heard thy voice, and that thou hast sent us”

This is a beautiful promise for a newly called
missionary—to have prejudices “give way before
the truth,” to “obtain favor in the sight of all,”
and to have the world know they are sent by the
Lord. Each of us surely needs these same bless-
ings. What a blessing it would be to have hearts
softened as we interact with neighbors and co-
workers. The dedicatory prayer does not explain
exactly how our time in the temple will soften
others’ hearts, but I am convinced it is bound up
with how time in the house of the Lord softens
our own hearts by centering us on Jesus Christ
and His mercy.

The Lord Answers Joseph Smith's Plea
for Mercy

As I studied the Kirtland dedicatory prayer,
I was also struck that Joseph again and again
pleaded for mercy—for the members of the
Church,for the enemies of the Church,for the
leaders of the country, for the nations of the
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gitp ... dén tho trudc khi ho bat dau cong viéc
phuc vu truyén giao”

Thoi gian & trong dén tho trude khi budc vao
trung tdm hudn luyén truyén gido (MTC) c6 thé
la mot phudc lanh tuyét voi cho nhiing nguoi
truyén gido mdi khi ho tim hiéu thém vé cac giao
udc dén thad trude khi chia sé cac phude lanh ctia
cac giao udc do véi thé gian.

Nhung khi hoc tiét 109, t6i biét dugc rang
trong dén tho, Thugng D€ ban quyén ning cho
nhiing nguoi truyén gido méi—qua that, tat ca
ching ta—theo mot cach thic thiéng liéng, khac
biét. Trong 161 cau nguyén cung hién dugc ban
cho qua su mac khai, Tién Tri Joseph Smith da
cau nguyén rang “khi cac tdi t& ctia Ngai tli ngoi
nha ctia Ngaira di ... d€ lam chiing vé danh
Ngai,” “tdm long” ctia “tat ca moi nguoi” sé “dugc
x0a diu”—“cdc vi nhén ctia thé gian” 1an “moi
nguoi ngheo kho, ting thiéu, va nhiing ké dau
khd” Ong da cdu nguyén ring “nhiing thanh
kién ctia ho c6 thé bién mat trudc 1é that, va dan
cua Ngai c6 thé nhan dugce sy thién cam ti tat ca
moi ngudi; d€ cho tit ca cac noi tan cling cla trai
dat c6 thé biét rang chung con, nhiing tdi t& cua
Ngai, da nghe dugc tiéng néi ctia Ngai, va Ngai
da phai chung con di”

bay la mot 161 hiia tuyét voi cho moét nguoi
truyén gido méi dugc kéu goi—dé cho nhiing
thanh kién “bién mat trudc 1é that,” dé “nhan
dugc su thién cam ti tat ca moi ngudi,” va d€ cho
thé gian biét rang ho dugc Chua phai dén. Moi
nguoi ching ta chac chan déu can nhiing phudc
lanh giong nhu vay. That la mot phudce lanh 16n
lao néu tdm long ctia ching ta dugc xoa diu khi
chung ta giao ti€p véi nhiing nguoi lan cén va
dong nghiép. Loi cau nguyén cung hién khong
gidi thich chinh xdc cach ma thoi gian ctia chung
ta trong dén tho sé xoa dju tam long cia nguoi
khac, nhung t6i tin rang né lién quan dén cach
ma thoi gian trong nha ctia Chua sé xoa diu tdm
long ching ta bang cach giup chung ta tip trung
vao Chua Gié Su Ky To va long thuong x6t ctia
Ngai.

Chua Pap Ung L&i Khan Nai cua
Joseph Smith vé Long Thuong X6t
Khi nghién ctiu 16i cau nguyén cung hién
bén Tho Kirtland, téi cling rat ngac nhién khi
thdy Joseph nhiéu 1an khén nai Chda thuong
x6t—cho cdc tin hitu ctia Gido Hoi,cho nhiing
ké thl ctia Gido Hoi,cho cac vi lanh dao ctia dat
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earth.And, very personally, he pleaded with the
Lord to remember himand to have mercy upon
his beloved Emma and their children.

How must Joseph have felt when, one week
later, on Easter Day, April 3, 1836, in the Kirtland
Temple, the Savior appeared to him and Oliver
Cowdery and, as recorded insection 110 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, said, “I have accepted
this house, and my name shall be here; and I will
manifest myself to my people in mercy in this
house.”This promise of mercy must have had
special meaning to Joseph.And as President Nel-
son taught last April, this promise also “applies
toeverydedicated temple today.”

Finding Mercy in the House of the Lord

There are so many ways in which we each
can find mercy in the house of the Lord. This has
been true since the Lord first commanded Israel
to build a tabernacle and to place at its center the
“mercy seat”’In the temple, we find mercy in the
covenants we make. Those covenants, in addition
to the baptismal covenant, bind us to the Father
and the Son and give us increased access to what
President Nelson has taught is “a special kind of
love and mercy ... calledhesed” in Hebrew.

We find mercy in the opportunity to be
sealed to our families for eternity. In the temple,
we also come to understand with greater clarity
that the Creation, the Fall, the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, and our ability to enter again into our
Heavenly Father’s presence—indeed, every part
of the plan of salvation—are manifestations of
mercy.It might be said that the plan of salvation
is a plan of happiness precisely because it is a
“plan of mercy”

Seeking Forgiveness Opens the Door
to the Holy Ghost
I am grateful for the beautiful promise insec-

tion 110that the Lord will manifest Himself in
mercy in His temples. I am also grateful for what
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nudc, cho cac quoc gia trén trai dat.Va, theo mot
cach rét riéng, 6ng da khan nai Chua nhé dén
ongva thuong x6t Emma yéu ddu ctia 6ng va con
cdi ctia ho.

Khong biét Joseph da cam thdy nhu thé nao
khi mét tuén sau do, vao ngay l1é Phuc Sinh, ngay
3 thang Tu nam 1836, trong Dén Tho Kirtland,
béng Ctiu Roi da hién dén cung ong va Oliver
Cowdery, va nhu dugc ghi lai trongtiét 110 ctia
sach Gido Ly va Giao Uéc, Ngai da phén: “Ta
da thu nhan ngoéi nha nay, va danh ta sé & noi
day; va ta sé bi€u hién véi long thuong x6t cho
dan ta thay trong ngo6i nha nay”’Loi htia vé long
thuong x6t nay chdc hin c6 y nghia dic biét dai
v6i Joseph.Va nhu Chu Tich Nelson da day vao
thang Tu nam ngodi, 16i htia nay cting “4p dung
chomoingdi dén tha dugc lam 1€ cung hién ngay
nay”’

Tim Thay Long Thuang X6t trong Nha
cua Chua

C6 rat nhiéu cach dé mdi ngudi chung ta
c6 thé tim thdy long thuong x4t trong nha ctia
Chua. bDiéu nay da dang ké tii 14n dau tién Chda
truyén lénh cho Y So Ra En xay dyng mot dén
tam va ddt “ndp thi an” & trung tim.Trong dén
tho, chung ta tim thay long thuong x6t trong
cac giao udc chung ta lap. Nhiing giao udc do,
cung v6i giao udc bap tém, rang budc chung ta
v6i btic Chuia Cha va Vi Nam Tt va cho ching
ta kha nang ti€p cn nhiéu hon véi diéu ma Chu
Tich Nelson da day la “mot loai tinh yéu thuong
va long thuong x4t dac biét ... dugc goi lahesed”
trong tiéng Hé Bo Ro.

Chung ta tim thay long thuong x4t trong co
hoi dugc lam 1€ gan bo véi gia dinh minh cho
thoi vinh ctiu. Trong dén tho, chung ta cling
hiéu r6 hon rdng Su Sdng Tao, Su Sa Nga, su hy
sinh chu¢c tdi cua Bang Ctiu Rdi va kha ning
dé chiing ta mdt lan nita budc vao noi hién dién
cua Cha Thién Thugng—qua that vdy, mdi phan
cua ké hoach ctiu réi—Ila nhiing sy biéu hién
cua long thuong x6t.Cé thé néi rang ké hoach
cutu rdi 1a ké hoach hanh phuc chinh vi n¢ 1a “ké
hoach thuong x6t”

Viéc Tim Kiém Su Tha Thir M@ Canh
Ctra cho Buc Thénh Linh

Toi biét on vé 161 hia tuyét voi trongtiét
110rang Chua sé biéu 16 long thuong x6t trong
cac dén tho ctia Ngai. Toi ciing biét on vé diéu
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it reveals about how the Lord will manifest Him-
self in mercy whenever we, like Joseph, plead for
mercy.

Joseph Smith’s plea for mercy in section 109
was not the first time his pleas for mercy prompt-
ed revelation. In the Sacred Grove, young Joseph
prayed not just to know which Church was true,
but he also said that he “cried unto the Lord for
mercy, for there was none else to whom I could
go [to] obtain mercy’Somehow his recognition
that he needed mercy that only the Lord could
provide helped open the windows of heaven.
Three years later the angel Moroni appeared,
following what Joseph said was his “prayer and
supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of
all my sins and follies.”

This pattern of revelation following a plea for
mercy is a familiar one in the scriptures. Enos
heard the voice of the Lord only after praying for
forgiveness.King Lamoni’s father’s conversion
begins with his prayer, “I will give away all my
sins to know thee”We may not be blessed with
these same dramatic experiences, but for those
who sometimes struggle to feel answers to prayer,
seeking the Lord’s mercy is one of the most pow-
erful ways to feel the witness of the Holy Ghost.

Pondering God's Mercy Opens the Door
to a Testimony of the Book of Mormon

A similar principle is beautifully taught in-
Moroni 10:3-5. We often shorthand these verses
to teach that through sincere prayer, we can
learn whether the Book of Mormon is true. But
this shorthand can neglect the important role of
mercy. Listen to how Moroni begins his exhorta-
tion: “I would exhort you that when ye shall read
these things, ... that ye would remember how
merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of
men, from the creation of Adam even down until
the time that ye shall receive these things, and
ponder it in your hearts”

Moroni urges us not only to read these
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dugc tiét 1o vé cach Chua sé bi€u 16 long thuong
x6t moi khi chung ta, giéng nhu Joseph, ciu xin
su thuong xot.

Loi cau xin sy thuong x6t ctia Joseph Smith
trong tiét 109 khong phai la 1an dau tién nhiing
16i clu xin do6 cua ong da thiuc ddy sy mac khai.
Trong Khu Riing Thiéng Liéng, thi€u nién Joseph
khong nhiing cau nguyén dé biét gido hoi nao 1a
chéan chinh, ma c4u con noéi rang cdu “kéu cau
Chua thuong x6t, vi khong 6 ai khac ma con cé
thé dén [d€] nhan dugc long thuong x6t”Bing
cach nao do, viéc thi€u nién Joseph nhén ra rang
minh can long thuong x6t ma chi cé6 Chua méi
c6 thé ban cho da gitip ma cac ctia s6 trén trdi.
Ba ndm sau, thién st M6 R6 Ni hién dén sau “loi
cau nguyén va khan ciu cta Joseph 1én Thugng
Dbé Toan Nang d€ dugc tha thu cho [c4u] tat ca
nhiing t6i 16i va nhiing diéu kho dai cua [c4u]”

Su mac khai theo sau 16i khén nai long
thuong x6t la mot khuén mau quen thudc trong
thdnh thu. E N6t chi nghe dugc tiéng néi ctia
Chua sau khi cau nguyén dé€ dugc tha thu.Su cai
dao ctia cha ctia Vua La M0 Ni bat ddu véi 161 ciu
nguyén ctia 6ng: “Con tu bo tit ca moi toi 16i ctia
con d€ chi biét c6 Ngai”Chung ta c6 thé khong
dugc ban phudc véi nhiing kinh nghiém manh
mé nhu vay, nhung d6i véi nhiing ngudi doi khi
gap kho khan trong viéc cam nhan dugc su dap
tng cho 16i cau nguyén, thi viéc tim kiém long
thuong x4t ctia Chua la moét trong nhiing cach
manh mé nhat d€ cdm nhan dugc sy lam chiing
cta Btic Thanh Linh.

Viéc Suy Ngdm Vé Long Thuong X6t
cua Thuong D& M& Ra Canh Cira cho
mot Chitng Ngon vé Sach Mac Mon

Mot nguyén tic tuong tu dugc giang day mot
cach tuyét voi trongMo6 Ro6 Ni 10:3-5. Chung ta
thudng tom lugc nhiing ciu nay d€ day rang qua
16i cAu nguyén chén thanh, chung ta c6 thé biét
dugc Sach Mac Mon c6 chan chinh hay khong.
Nhung viéc tom lugc nay c6 thé boé qua tim
quan trong cta long thuong x6t. Hay lang nghe
cach Mo Ro Ni mé dau 161 khuyén nht cta 6ng:
“Toi khuyén nhu cac ngudi rang khi cac ngudi
doc nhiing diéu nay, ... thi cac ngudi hay nhé
Chua da thuong x6t con cai loai ngudi biét bao,
ké ti ltc sdng tao ra A Dam cho dén khi cac
ngudi nhin dugc nhiing diéu nay va suy ngdm
trong long”

Mo R0 Ni thuc giuc ching ta khong chi doc
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things—the records he was about to seal up—but
also toponderin our hearts what the Book of
Mormon reveals about “how merciful the Lord
hath been unto the children of menIt is pon-
dering upon the Lord’s mercy that prepares us

to “ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are not true.”

As we ponder on the Book of Mormon, we
might ask: Is it really true, as Alma taught, that
God’s plan of mercy assures that every person
who ever lived on this earth will be resurrec-
tedand that they will “be restored to their ...
perfect frame”?Is Amulek right—can the Savior’s
mercy satisfyallthe bitterly real demands of jus-
tice that we would otherwise be obligated to pay
and instead “[encircle us] in the arms of safety”?

Is it true, as Alma testified, that Christ
suffered not only for our sins but for our “pains
and afflictions” so that He could “know ... how
to succor his people according to their infirmi-
ties”?Is the Lord really so merciful, as King Ben-
jamin taught, that as a free gift, He atoned “for
the sins of those ... who have died not knowing
the will of God concerning them, or who have
ignorantly sinned”?

Is it true, as Lehi said, that “Adam fell that
men might be; and men are, that they might have
joy”?And is it really true, as Abinadi testified,
quoting Isaiah, that Jesus Christ was “wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in-
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed”?

In sum, is the Father’s plan as taught in the
Book of Mormon really this merciful? I testify
that it is and that the peace-giving and hopeful
teachings of mercy in the Book of Mormon are
true.

Still, I imagine that some may be struggling,
despite your faithful reading and prayers, to real-
ize Moroni’s promise that Heavenly Father “will
manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power
of the Holy Ghost’I know this struggle because I
felt it, many years ago, when my own first couple
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nhiing diéu nay—cac bién st ma 6ng sap niém
phong—ma consuy ngamtrong long diéu ma
Sach Mac Mon tiét 1o vé viéc “Chua da thuong
X6t con cdi loai ngudi biét bao” Viéc suy ngam vé
long thuong x6t cuia Chua sé chudn bi cho chung
ta d€ “cau van Thugng D¢, Dtic Chua Cha Vinh
Cliu, trong danh Péng Ky To, d€ xem nhiing diéu
nay c6 that khong”

Khi suy ngam vé Sach Mac Mon, ching ta
c6 thé hoi: Nhu An Ma da day, ké hoach thuong
x6t cua Thugng D€ c6 thuc su bao dam rang moi
nguoi tling song trén thé gian nay sé dugc phuc
sinhva ho sé “dugc phuc hoi lai trong ... hinh thé
toan hao cia minh khong”?A Mu Léc cé diing
khong—Iliéu long thuong x6t ctia Pang Cdiu Roi
c6 thé thoa mantat canhiing doi hoi thuc té€ dang
cay ctia cong ly, ma chung ta cé nghia vu sé phai
tra gia, va thay vao do 1a “[bao quanh ching ta]
trong vong tay an toan” khong?

Cé dtng nhu 161 An Ma lam chiing rang
bang Ky T6 chiu dau kho khong nhiing vi toi
16i ctia chiing ta ma con vi “nhiing n6i dau dén
va thong khé” ctia chung ta d€ Ngai c6 thé “biét
dugc ... cach gitp d6 dan Ngai theo nhiing su
yéu dudi ctia hg” khong?Liéu Chua c6 that su day
long thuong x6t nhu Vua Bén Gia Min da day,
rang Ngai da chudc tdi “cho tdi 16i cia nhiing
nguoi ... nhiing ngudi da chét ma khong dugc
biét y dinh ctia Btic Chuaa Troi doi véi ho, hay
la nhiing ngudi pham tdi vi khong hiéu biét”
khong?

Liéu tién tri Lé Hi c6 dung khi 6ng noéi rang:
“A Dam sa nga d€ loai ngudi sinh ton; va loai
nguoi co6 sinh ton thi ho méi huéng dugc niém
vui” khong?A Bi Na Di c6 thuc sy lam chiing
dting khi trich dan 16i E Sai, ring Chua Gié Su
Ky T6 “da vi t6i 16i chuing ta ma bi vét, vi su gian
ac chung ta ma bi thuong, béi su stia phat nguoi
chiu chung ta dugc binh an, bdi lin roi nguoi
ching ta dugc lanh binh” khong?

T6m lai, ké hoach ctia Btic Chua Cha nhu
da dugc day trong Sach Mac Mon c¢6 thuc sy day
long thuong x6t khong? Toi lam chiing ké hoach
do day long thuong x6t, va nhiing 161 day mang
lai su binh an va hy vong vé long thuong xo6t
trong Sach Mdc Mon 1a chan chinh.

Tuy nhién, t6i tudng tugng rang mot sé
nguoi co thé dang gdp kho khan, méc du anh chi
em da doc va cdu nguyén trung tin, d€ nhén ra
16i hiia cia M6 Ro Ni rang Cha Thién Thugng
“sé bi€u 10 1é that ctia diéu nay cho anh chi em
biét, bdi quyén nang ctia Ptic Thanh Linh”Toi
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of reads of the Book of Mormon did not yield an
immediate and clear answer to my prayers.

If you are struggling, may I invite you
to follow Moroni’s counsel to ponder on the
many ways the Book of Mormon teaches “how
merciful the Lord hath been [to] the children
of men”?Based on my experience, I hope that
when you do, the peace of the Holy Ghost can
enter your heart and you can know, believe, and
feelthat the Book of Mormon and the plan of
mercy it teaches are true.

I express my gratitude for the Father’s great
plan of mercy and for the Savior’s willingness to
carry it out. I know that He will manifest Himself
in mercy in His holy temple and in every part of
our life if we will seek Him. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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biét diéu nay rat kho khén vi toi da cam nhan
dugc, cach day nhiéu nam, khi mdt vai lan doc
Sach Mac Mon dau tién da khong mang lai mot
su dap ting ngay lap ttic va ro rang cho nhiing loi
cau nguyén cta toi.

Néu anh chi em dang gap kho khan, t6i xin
moi anh chi em tuan theo 16i khuyén day ctia Mo
RO Ni dé€ suy ngdm vé nhiéu cach thiic ma Sach
Maic Mén day rang “Chua da thuong x6t con
cai loai nguoi biét bao?”Duya trén kinh nghiém
cua minh, t6i hy vong rang, khi tuan theo 16i
khuyén day ctia M6 R6 Ni, su binh an ctia Duic
Thanh Linh c6 thé cham dén tAm hon anh chi
em va anh chi em c6 thé biét, tin tudng, va cam
nhanrang Sach Mac Mén va ké hoach thuong x6t
la chan chinh.

Toi bay t6 long biét on déi véi ké hoach
thuong x4t vi dai ctia Pic Chta Cha va vé su san
long ctia BDang Cdu Roi dé thuc hién ké hoach
do. Toi biét rang Ngai sé biéu 10 long thuong x6t
trong dén tho thanh ctia Ngai va trong moi khia
canh ctia cudc sdng chung ta néu ching ta chiu
tim ki€m Ngai. Trong ton danh ctia Chaa Gié Su
Ky To, A Men.
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