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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
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Sé c6 nhiéu su vui muing trén thién thugng khi c6
ngudi quay tré lai. Khong phdi la qud mudn dé
anh chi em quay tré lai.

Co mot thai gian chung t6i da song trong
mot cdn nha bao quanh boi nhiing cay dai thu
hung vi.Cé mot cay liéu tuyét dep & ngay canh 16i
vao nha. Mot dém am dam no, con bao di doi
da théi qua lam d6 cay liéu. Cai cay d6 xudng dat
con ré thi bat 1én trong that dang tiéc.

Toi da san sang khai dong cai mdy cua xich
va don cai cay lam cti dot thi ngudi lang giéng
chay ra ngan t6i lai. Anh ta trach toi vi da bo cai
cay di va dut khodt khuyén ching t6i dling don
cai cay do niia. Roi anh ta chi vao moét cai ré van
con dam sau dudi dat va ndi rang néu ching toi
dung cai cay lén, cat tia canh, va chdm s6c cho
cai cay thi ré sé lai dan bam sau vao dat.

Toi hoai nghi va ngo vuc, ty hoi lam sao
ma mot cai cay, ro rang la da bi nga d6 va dang
c6 van dé lai co6 thé s6ng sot va hoi sinh dugc
co cht. Toi ly ludn rang ngay ca néu cai cay van
tiép tuc phat trién, thi chic chin no sé khong
thé s6ng sot qua con bao l4n sau. Nhung vi biét
nguoi lang giéng ctia chung tdi tin tudng rang cai
cay van con c6 tuong lai, nén chung t6i da lam
theo 161 khuyén cua anh ay.

Va két qua thi sao? Sau mdt thoi gian, chiing
toi thdy ddu hiéu cta sy s6ng khi céi cay bat dau
dam ré. Bay gio, sau 12 ndm, cdi cay van tuai tot
va phat trién manh véi bo ré sau viing chac va
mot 1an niia t6 diém cho vé dep clia canh quan
noi day.

Khi gap go Cac Thanh Hiiu trén khap thé
gidi, toi lién tudng t6i cay liéu nay va vé viéc van
c6 hy vong ngay ca khi moi thi duong nhu vo
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testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:
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vong. Mot s6 ngudi da tling c6 chiing ngon vé
phtc 4m that manh mé va khong lay chuyén nhu
cay liéu do. Roi vi ly do ca nhéan déc biét nao do,
chling ngoén ctia ho trd nén suy yéu, dan dén viéc
mat duc tin. Nhiing nguoi khac tuy dtc tin bi
lung lay nhung van ¢6 gang bam chét vao nhiing
loi giang day ctia phuic am.

Nhung biét bao lan, t6i da rat cam kich trudc
nhiing cau chuyén ctia rat nhiéu nguoi da chon
tai lap vai tro mon do6 clia minh va tré vé cian nha
Gido Hoi ctia ho. Thay vi tti bo dtic tin va niém
tin ctia ho nhu nhiing khuc cti kho v6 dung, thi
ho da dap tng véi nhiing su thuc giuc thudc linh
va vui mtiing chdp nhén 16i moi dé€ tré lai.

Khi tham dy mot budi dai héi gido khu &
Han Quoc, mot tin hitu dang tich cuc tré lai da
chia sé véi toi: “Toi biét on nhiing ngudi anh
em vi da san long chdp nhén sy thiéu dc tin va
nhiing yéu kém ctia t6i, vi da tim dén t6i, va cac
tin hiiu ludn t t€ véi toi. Toi ¢6 rat nhiéu ban be
ma van con kém tich cuc. That la la ho thuong
dong vién nhau trd lai Gido Hoi d€ ¢6 lai duic tin
ctia minh. T6i nghi c6 1é ho déu dangkhao khat
duc tin”

Dai voi tat ca nhiing ai dang khao khat dtic
tin, chung t6i moi anh chi em hay tré lai. Toi hia
rang dtc tin ctua anh chi em c6 thé dugc cung c6
khi anh chi em m¢t lan nita tho phugng véi Cac
Thanh Hiu.

Mot nguoi tling la nguoi truyén gido dén tu
Chau Phi da viét thu cho mot vi lanh dao cap
cao ctia Gido Hoi, cdo 16i va xin dugc tha tha vi
da bi phat long bdi 161 giang day cua vi dy vé mot
truyén thong van héa nao do, di€éu ma veé sau
da khién anh ta r6i bé Gido Hoi. Anh ta khiém
nhuodng bay to: “Budn thay, su that la toi da
mang theo cam giac phat long d6 su6t 15 nam va
khién t6i phai tra mot cai gida qua dat. Toi da danh
mat qua nhiéu—nhiéu hon ca nhiing gi t6i tliing
tudng tugng. Toi v cung hé then vi nhiing tén
hai t6i c6 thé da gay ra sudt thoi gian d6, nhung
quan trong hon hét, toi rat vui vi da tim dugc
con dudng quay trd lai”

D6i voi tat ca nhiing ai nhan thiy rang minh
da lac 16i, chung t6i moi anh chi em hay quay tré
lai @€ mot 1an niia c6 thé tin hudng cac phude
lanh cta phic am.

Mot nguoi phu nit & My da xa roi Gido Hoi
trong nhi€éu nam. Cau chuyén vé su trd lai cua
chi &y chua dung cac bai hoc day y nghia danh
cho cac bac cha me va nhiing nguoi trong gia
dinh dang dau khé vi ngudi than ctia minh
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“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.

“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
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khong con tich cuc ntia. Chi dy viét:

“Toi co6 thé liét ké hang ty ly do tai sao toi roi
bo Gido Hoi, phic am, va ndi mot cach khag, la
gia dinh t6i. Nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong.
Toi da khong dua ra mot quyét dinh quan trong
la r6i bo Gido Hoi—ma t6i c6 1€ da dua ra hang
ngan lya chon. Nhung moét diéu toi luén luon
biét la cha me t6i da dua ra mot quyét dinh quan
trong, va ho van giti viing quyét dinh d6. Ho da
quyét dinh yéu thuong toi.

“C4 1é toi khong thé biét dugc da co bao
nhiéu giot 1é roi, bao nhiéu dém khong ngt, hay
bao nhiéu 16i cdu nguyén chan thanh khan nai
danh cho t6i. Ho khong hé chi trich nhiing t6i
16i ctia t6i; ma thay vi thé ho van gitp d6 va yéu
thuong toi du t6i ¢ 14m 16i. Ho khong d€ cho
toi cam thay khong dugc chao don trong nha
va tai cac bu6i gap mit gia dinh; du nhiing cam
gidc d6 déu la 16i ctia toi. Thay vao do, ho tiép tuc
chao don t6i. Ho chic hin da nhan thdy dnh sédng
trong t6i dan phai md&. Nhung ho biét rang con
nguai toi luc dé chi la mot hinh béng mo nhat
clia con ngudi ma toi sé trd thanh sau nay.

“Ciling giong nhu con dudng xa roi Gido Hoi
cua t6i kha phtic tap, thi con dudng quay tré lai
cua toi cling vay. Nhung mot diéu ma t6i cam
thay khong hé kho khan khi quay tré lai la cam
gidc dugc tré vé nha noi ma toi thudc vao”

St diép cuia t6i hom nay ddc biét danh cho
tat ca nhiing ai da tling cdm nhan dugc Thanh
Linh nhung thac mac liéu c6 con dudng dé trg
lai hay cé noi nao danh cho minh trong Gido
Hoi phuc hoi cua Chaa Gié Su Ky T6 hay khong.
St diép cuia toi cling danh cho bat cti ai dang c6
gang bam viu vao chiing ngoén ctia minh hodc
dang c6 y dinh bo di.

St diép nay khong phai la mot thach thic, va
ciing khong phai 1a 16i chi trich. Ma day 1a mot
161 moi, dugc dua ra véi tinh yéu thuong va mot
uGc mudn chan thanh d€ chao d6n anh chi em
trd vé cian nha thudc linh ctia minh.

To6i da cau nguyén rang anh chi em sé cam
thay su lam chiing ctia Dtic Thanh Linh nhu lac
nay khi anh chi em dang ling nghe 16i mai day
yéu thuong va 16i htia tuyét voi nay tii Bang Cau
R6i Chuia Gié Su Ky T ctia chung ta:

“Gio day cac nguoi khong muodn trd vé cung
ta,va hoi cai toi 161, va duogc cai dao dé ta cd thé
chtia lanh cho cac nguoi chang?”

Moéi tudn, nhiéu ngudi dang dap ting 161 moi
goi ctia Bang Ciiu Réi bang cach tré vé voi vai
tro mon do va trd lai tich cuc trong Giao Hoi,
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the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary

to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?

The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”
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tham ldng va khiém nhuong tim kiém su chiia
lanh ma Chua Gié Su hta. Va trai ngugc véi cac
cau chuyén ma doi khi dugc lan truyén, c6 rat
nhiéu ngudi tré tudi ctia chung ta dang chon dé
tiép tuc viing manh va phat trién dtc tin ctia ho
noi Chua Gié Su Ky To.

Khi mot vai tin d6 ctia Chuia Gié Su ¢ thanh
Ca Bé Na Um thay loi day ctia Ngai qua kho va
chon tii bo, thi Ngai quay sang Cac St Do cta
Ngai ro6i hoi: “Cac nguoi cing muon lui chang?”

bay la cau hoi ma moi ching ta cin phai tra
loi khi ching ta d6i mat v6i nhiing luc tht thach
cta riéng minh. Cau tra 16i cta Phi E Ro danh
cho Chua Gié Su that 1a bat ht va gay an tugng
sau sac: “Chung toi di theo ai? Chua c6 nhiing loi
cta sy song doi doi”

Vi vay khi anh chi em can nhac 16i moi goi
cua Dang Ctiu Roi d€ tré vé cling Ngai, thi anh
chi em c6 th€ hoc dugc gi tli cau chuyén vé cay
liéu?

Hanh trinh tr6 lai thuong khong dé dang hay
thodi mai, nhung rat dang bo cong. Khi cay liéu
ctia ching t6i dugc dung thang lai, cic canh ctia
cay déu dugc tia xén. N6 trong khong dep dé gi.
Chung ta ciing c6 thé cam théy yéu dudi khi tu
bé nhiing théi quen cii va dit bé dugc tinh kiéu
cang.Viéc tap trung dtc tin cia anh chi em vao
Chua Gié Su Ky T6 va phiic am ctia Ngai—goc ré
va cac nhanh cay—sé mang dén cho anh chi em
niém hy vong va long can dam dé€ bat dau buédc
trén con dudng quay trd lai.

Phai mat nhiéu ndm dé cay liéu ctia chiing
toi 1ay lai dugc stic manh va vé dep trudc day cua
no. Bay gio cai cay tham chi con cting cap hon va
trong con dep hon trudc niia. Hay kién nhan vi
dtic tin va chling ngoén ctia anh chi em rdi cling
phat trién.Diéu nay bao gdém ca viéc khong bi
phat long trudc nhiing 16i nhan xét vo tam nhu
“Ban da ¢ dau suot may nam qua?”

Céy liéu d6 sé khong bao gid séng sot ma
khong can dugc lién tuc cham s6c va nudi
dudng. Anh chi em sé nuéi duéng dtc tin va
chiing ngoén ctia minh khi anh chi em du phan
Tiéc Thanh méi tuén va thd phugng trong nha
cua Chua.

Ciing gi6ng nhu cay liéu d6 da can anh ning
d€ c6 thé moc lai la va canh, chling ngdn cua
anh chi em cling sé phat trién khi anh chi em
ludén nhay cam déi véi nhiing cam nhan va sy
lam chiing ctia Thanh Linh.Hay hoc tit A Mu Léc
khi 6ng miéu ta thai gian lic 6ng con kém tich
cuc, ong da noi: “Toi da dugc kéu goi nhiéu lan
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My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to you.lt is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you
home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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nhung tdi khong chiu nghe”

Nguoi lang giéng ctia toi da biét 1a céy liéu
cta toi c6 thé phat trién lai nhu thé nao. Chaa
ciing biét tiém nang thiéng liéng ctia anh chj em
va dtic tin cling nhu chiing ngoén cta anh chi
em c6 thé phat trién nhu thé nao. Ngai sé khong
bao gio tii bé anh chi em.Qua Su Chudc Toi ctia
Chua Gié Su Ky To, tat ca nhiing gi bi hu hai déu
c6 thé duoc stia chiia lai.

Toéi lam chiing rang sé c6 nhiéu su vui mting
trén thién thugng khi cé nguoi quay tré lai.Anh
chi em dugc can dén, va anh chi em dugc yéu
thuong.T6i lam chiing rang Chua Gié Su Ky To6
la Bang Ctiu Rdi cua ching ta va rang Ngai ban
phudc cho tat ca nhiing ai quay tré vé cung Ngai
véi sy binh an va niém vui I6n lao hon. Canh
tay thuong xot ctia Ngai khong khép lai ma dang
dang ra va rong mé chao don anh chi em.Khong
bao gid la qua mudn d€ anh chi em quay tré lai.
Vi tat ca tinh yéu thuong trong long, chung toi
chao don anh chi em tré vé nha. Trong ton danh
ctia Chua Gié Su Ky To, A Men.
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