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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”
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T6i lam chiing rang cdc tré so sinh, tré em va
thanh thiéu nién chinh la hinh dnh vé viong quoc
ctia Thugng D€ phdt trién trén thé gian vdi tdt cd
stic manh va vé dep ctia no.

Chua Gié Su bat ddu ndm cudi cling trong
cudc song tran thé cua Ngai bang cach rdo riét
hudn luyén cac St D6 ctia Ngai. Néu su diép ctia
Ngai va Gido Hoi ctia Ngai muon ton tai sau thoi
cua Ngai, thi sy hiéu biét va cac nguyén tac can
phai dugc giang day nhiéu hon cho 12 nguoi rat
binh thuong, ma chi méi biét Ngai chua day 24
thang.

Mot ngay no, Chua Gié Su ching kién mot
cugc tranh cai gitta Mud6i Hai St D6 va vé sau
Ngai hoi: “Cac nguoi ndi chi v6i nhau?”Ro rang
la ho da xdu hd nén ho “déu lam thinh,’sach ghi
nhu vay. Nhung Dang Thay vi dai nhat trong s6
cac bac thdy da hi€u thau nhiing suy nghi trong
long hova nhan ra mam mong dau tién cta tinh
kiéu ngao ca nhan. Nén Ngai “da goi mot dua tré
dén, ...

“Ma phan rang: qua that, ta noi cung cac
nguoi, néu cac nguoi khong dai lai va nén nhu
dtia tré, thi ching dugc vao nudc thién dang dau.

“Vay, hé ai tré nén khiém nhuong nhu dda
tré nay, sé 1a 16n hon hét trong nudc thién dang”

Can luu y rang ngay ca trudc khi Dang Ky
To6 gidng sinh, bai giang tli biét cia Vua Bén Gia
Min ciing gom c6 16i binh luan sau sac nay vé
su khiém nhuong ctia mot dua tré. Loi dy nhu
sau: “Con nguoi thién nhién la mot ké thu cua
Thuong D§, ... va sé mai mai la ké thu ctia Ngai,
trti phi ngui 4y ... tré nén mot thanh hitu nho
su chudc t6i ctia Bang Ky To, la Chua, va tré
thanh nhu tré nho, phuc tung, ... khiém nhuong,
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Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
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... day su yéu thuong, ... chang khac chi tré con
[dap lai] v6i cha minh vay”

Gio day, hién nhién 1a ¢6 mot s6 khuynh
huéng au tri ma chung takhongkhuyén khich.
Cach déay hai muoi ldm nam, dda chau trai ba
tudi ctia toi da cin vao canh tay ctia chi gai nam
tudi ctia nd. Con ré téi dang trong con t6i hom
do, da cuong cudng day ngay cho con gai minh
tat ca nhiing bai hoc vé sy tha thi ma con ré t6i
6 thé nghi ra, va két luén rang dda em trai d6
thdm chi con khong biét cam gidc bi cidn vao
canh tay la nhu thé nao. Loi giai thich bop chop
ctia ngudi cha do co tac dung trong khoang mot
phut, c6 1é mot phut rudi, cho dén khi ¢ tiéng
hét that thanh tit phong ngt ctia bon tré, noi ma
dua chdu gdi ctia téi diém tinh la [én: “Bay gio thi
em no biét roi”

Vay thi chung ta nén thay diéu gi noi cac dtc
tinh trong doi song cta tré em? Diéu gi da khién
chinh Bang Ky To phai roi l¢ trudc canh tugng
cam dong nhat trong toan b Sach Mdc Mon?
Chua Gié Su da day diéu gi khi Ngai goi ltia ti
trén troi va cac thién st bao vé xuéng bao quanh
nhiing dta tré do cung ra lénh cho nguai lén
“hay nhin xem cdc con tré [ctia ho]”?

Chung ta khong biét diéu gi da thuc ddy tat
ca hanh dong d6, nhung t6i phai nghi rang hanh
dong do cd lién quan dén su thanh sach, tinh
ngdy tho, long khiém nhuong bdm sinh cta tré
em va nhiing gi ching tacé théhoc dugc tit hanh
dong do.

Tai sao thoi ky tuyét vong nay ctia ching
ta lai dugc mot vi tién tri goi la “hu khong ctia
su hu khong; thay déu hu khong”?Lam thé nao
ma “nhiing do anh hao huyén va long kiéu cing
cuia con cdi loai ngudi’lai la nhiing tii tiéu biéu
cho toa nha rdng 16n va vi dai ma da chét vé mat
thuoc linh trong khai tugng ctia Lé Hi? Con dan
Gi6 Ram, nhom ngudi ma da cdu nguyén mot
cach kiéu ngao nhu véy thi sao? An Ma da noi vé
ho rang: “Nay, hi Thugng D¢, ho [cau nguyén]
Ngai bang miéng, trong lic ho tran day kiéu
ngao ... bdi nhiing di€éu phu phiém cta thé gian”

Ngugc lai, c6 diéu gi tuyét voi hon, thanh
khiét hon hay khiém nhuong hon moét dia tré
dang cau nguyén khong? Giong nhu thé thién
thuong dang & trong phong vay. Thugng D€ va
bang Ky To rat thuc do6i véi chiing, nhung vé sau
niia déi véi nhiing ngudi khac, thi kinh nghiém
nay c6 thé trd nén thién can hon.

Nhu Anh Ca Richard L. Evans da trich dan
cach day khoang 60 nam trudc: “Nhiéu nguoi
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yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
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trong chung ta ty nhan minh la Ky T6 hiu,
nhung chung ta... khong coi trong Ngai. ...
Chung ta ton trong Ngai, nhung ching ta khong
noi theo Ngai. ... Chung ta trich dan nhiing l6i
Ngai, nhung ching ta khong séng theo nhiing 16i
d6”“Chung ta [kinh phuc] Ngai, nhung chung ta
khong ton tho Ngai”

Cudc song sé khac biét biét bao néu thé gian
quy trong Chua Gié Su hon mtc do cua 16i noi
thinh thoang day xtc pham bang bé.

Nhung tré em thuc su kinh mén Ngai, va su
kinh mén d6 cang c6 thé anh hudng dén cac méi
quan hé khac ctia chung vé6i nhau. Noéi chung,
ngay ca trong nhiing ndm thang dau doi cua
ching, tré em rat dé dang yéu thuong, dé dang
tha thit va dé vui cudi dén néi ngay ca ngudi lanh
lung, cting ran nhat ciing ¢é thé€ mém long.

Véng, ban liét ké con dai. Con sy thanh khiét
thi sao? Su tin céy thi sao? Long can dam thi sao?
Ca tinh thi sao?

Hay cung t6i xem long khiém nhuong ctia
mot ngudi ban tré than thiét cta t6i da thé hién
trugc mat Thugng Dé.

Vao ngay 5 thang Mot nam 2025—cach day
91 ngay—Easton Darrin Jolley da dugc truyén
giao Chtic Tu Té A Ron va dugc sac phong lam
thay trg té€ trong Gido Hoi Cac Thanh Hiu Ngay
Sau ctia Chua Gié Su Ky To.

Lau dén muc cau khong thé nhé ti khi nao,
Easton da mong muon dugc chuyén Tiéc Thanh
ctua Chua. Nhung co hoi thiéng liéng nay da di
kem v6i ndi sg hai dau that rudt ring em 4y sé
that bai, sé té nga, sé bi tréu choc hoac lam cho
ban thén va gia dinh xau hé.

Anh chi em thdy ddy, Easton mac mot cin
bénh rat hiém va lam suy nhugc ndng, d6 1a bénh
teo co bdm sinh Ullrich. Can bénh nay da dan
dan chiém hét tudi tho cta em 4y bang nhiing
thtt thach khung khiép, dong thoi lam tiéu tan
nhiing hy vong va uéc mo ctia em 4y vé tuong
lai. Em 4y sé s6m phai ngdi xe lan vinh vién. Gia
dinh ctia em 4y khong néi vé nhiing gi sé xay ra
sau do cho em ay.

Vao Chu Nhat sau 1€ sic phong ctia em,
Easton sé chuyén Tiéc Thanh lan dau tién. Va
dong luc riéng ctia em 4y 1a ¢6 thé ty minh lo liéu
va mang nhiing bi€u tugng thiéng liéng nay dén
cha minh, 1a vi gidm trg cta tiéu gido khu. Trong
khi mong doi nhiém vu do, em ay da nai ni va
van xin, khoc 16¢, dé c6 duge su bao dam rang
sé khong c6 ai,khong moét ai, c6 gang giap dé em
ay. Vi nhiéu ly do riéng cia minh, em &y can phai
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alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
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lam di€u nay mdt minh va khong muon c6 su trg
giup cua ai ca.

Sau khi thay tu t€ bé banh va ban phudc cho
banh—tugng trung cho thé xac v& vun cta Dang
Ky To—thi Easton, vé6i thé xdc khiém khuyét,
khép khiéng diing 1én dén nhan cai khay ctia
minh. Tuy nhién, cé ba bac thang khd 16n tii san
nha hoi dén buc cao. Vi vay, sau khi dén nhan
cai khay ctia minh, em ay da nhén ngudi lén cao
nhat c6 thé va dit nd 1én bé mit & phia trén tay
vin ctia cau thang. Sau dé, trong khi ngoi xuoéng
trén mot trong cac bac thang cao hon, em ay
dung ca hai tay kéo chan phai ctia minh lén bac
thang dau tién. Roi em 4y kéo chén trdi cia minh
1én cling trén cling bac thang d6, va ct nhu vy,
mot cach kho khan, cho dén khi em 4y da vugt
lén dén dinh ctia ngon nui Everest cua riéng
minh, chinh la ba bac thang.

Sau d6, em 4y ty xoay s& vin vao mot cot tru
dé€ em 4y c6 thé diing 1én. Em 4y quay trd lai véi
cai khay. Em ay di thém vai buéc niia ro6i dén
diling trudc mat vi giam trg, la cha clia em véi
khuon mit gian giua nudc mat, da phai ty kiém
ché khong 6m ldy dda con trai vo cung can dam
va trung tin tron ven nay. Va Easton, v6i su nhe
nhom va mdt nu cudi rang rd trén khuén mat
ctia né, chic han da noi: “Téi da ton vinh [cha t6i
va] da lam xong cong viéc [cha toi giao] cho to6i
lam?”

Dric tin, long trung thanh, su thanh khiét, su
tin tudng, niém vinh du va cudi cung la tinh yéu
kinh danh cho ngudi cha ma em 4y rat mudn lam
hai long. Cac dtc tinh nay va hang chuc dtc tinh
khéc khiénching tacting néi: “Véy, hé ai tré nén
khiém nhuong nhu dia tré nay, sé la 16n hon hét
trong nudc thién dang”

Thua anh chi em va cac ban, dling dau danh
sach nhiing hinh anh dep nhat ma t6i biét chinh
la céc tré so sinh, tré em va thanh thiéu nién tin
tam va quy bau nhu nhiing hinh anh ma ching
ta da nhac dén ngay hom nay. T6i lam chiing
rang cac em 4y la hinh anh vé viong qudc cta
Thugng D€ phat trién trén thé gian véi tat ca stic
manh va vé dep ctia né.

Ciing cung vdi tinh than chiing ngon nhu
thé, toi lam chiing rdng trong thoi nién thiéu cua
ong, Joseph Smith da nhin thay nhiing gi 6ng
ndi rang 6ng da nhin thay va da tiép chuyén véi
nhiing ai ma 6ng ndi rang o6ng da tiép chuyén.
To6i lam chiing rang Russell M. Nelson day khiém
nhudng va trong sach la vi tién tri va tién kién
da dugc Thugng Dé€ sac phong va ban cho 4n
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the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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td. Trong su6t cudc doi minh, t6i da doc sach
rat nhiéu, t6i lam chiing rang Sich Mic Mon la
quyén sach b ich nhit ma toi da tiing doc va la
nén tang ctia noi trd ngu nhod bé cua to6i trong
mot vuong qudc c6 nhiéu chd 6. Toi lam chiing
rang chtic tu té va 16i cAu nguyén dang khoi phuc
cudc song cua toi—chtic tu t€ cia Pang Ky To
va 161 cau nguyén ctia anh chi em. Toi biét tat ca
nhiing diéu nay la chan chinh va lam chtng vé
diéu nay trong danh cta Con Trai trung thanh
va khiém nhuong nhat trong s6 cac con trai

ctia Thugng Dé—Ila An Pha va O Mé Ga, Ding
Hang Hiiu Vi Pai, Pang bi dong dinh, Bang lam
chiing trung tin—chinh la Chaa Gié Su Ky To6, A
Men.
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