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As we focus our lives on Jesus Christ, we will find
our way home, enduring to the end and rejoicing
to the end.

Jesus Christ changed my life when I was
baptized at the age of 26 in my beloved Frutillar,
Chile. At that time, my job took me across the
ocean, rivers, and lakes of the beautiful Chilean
Patagonia.After my baptism, I saw my work and
my life in a new and different way, recognizing
that truly “all things denote there is a God”

In nature, salmon are born in the source of
the rivers. At some point in their lives, they need
to swim downriver to reach the ocean, where
they find the nourishment and conditions neces-
sary for their development.

But the ocean is also a dangerous place
where predators lurk and where fishers try to
catch the salmon with flashy hooks that imitate
food but do not nourish them. If the salmon can
survive these threats, they will be ready to use
their powerful guidance system to return upriver
to the same place where they were born, facing
new and some familiar challenges. Scientists have
studied their migratory behavior for years and
have discovered that they use a type of magnetic
map, similar to GPS, to guide them to their final
destination with incredible precision.

We can all return one day to the heavenly
home from where we came. And like the salm-
on, we have our own magnetic map, or Light of
Christ, to guide us there. Jesus taught His dis-
ciples, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
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Axuo mu 30cepedncyemo c60€ swumms Ha Icyci
Xpucmi, mo 3mMoxemo 3HAUMU WAX 0000MY,
sumpumamu 00 KiHys i padimu 00 KiHUA.

Icyc Xpucroc 3MiHUB MO€ >XUTT Mic/A TOTO,
AK s OXpUCTUBCA Y 26-piYHOMY Billi B JOPOTOMY
MeHi MicTi @pyTunbap, Ynmi. Y Toit yac MeHi
JOBOAM/IOCS B pOOOYNX CIIpaBax MepeTHHATI
OKeaH Ta piyKM i1 03epa IPEKPaCHOI YMIiIChKOI
ITaTaronii. Ilicna xpuieHH s NOAVBUBCA Ha
CBOIO POOOTY Ta CBOE >KUTTS II0-HOBOMY, i BU-
3HaB, I]O JIiIJICHO “Bce BKasye Ha Te, 1o bor €”.

Y npupogni nococh 3XABIAETbCA Ha CBIT 3
iKpMHKM Y BUTOKAX PidoK. Y NMeBHUII MOMEHT
CBOTO >KMUTTA L prba IMBe BHYUS 110 pivili, 106
HiCTaTVICA OKeaHy i TaM 3HaiTy 11 cebe KUB-
JIeHHS /1 yMOBM, HeOOXifIHi [/I1 CBOTO PO3BUTKY.

Aje okeaH — 1le Ty>ke HebesIeuHe Miclle,
Jie 4aTYIOTb XVDKAKH, @ prOaIKy HaMaraloTbcs
CIifIMaTy 710coCA Ha 6MMCKYYi rauky, AKi CX0oxi
Ha DXy, ajle 30BCiM HenoXMBHi. AK110 10coch
YHUKHE LIIVIX 3aIrPO3, TO 3MOXKe CKOPUCTATUCA
CBOEIO TIOTY)KHOIO CHCTEMOIO HaBirarii, mo6
HIOBEPHYTHUCA 10 Miciia cBoro 3XsB/IeHH: Ha CBIT,
IJIMBYYM BrOPY IIO Pidlli i 3a3Ha04YM K HOBMUX,
TaK i BXe 3HalloMyXx TpygHouis. HaykoBui Bu-
BYa/IM Mirpaliliny IOBeJiHKY JIOCOCSA IPOTATOM
0araTboX pOKiB i BUABM/IN, IO 11 puba BUKO-
PUCTOBYE MarHiTHY KapTy, nofi6Hy so GPS, axa
3 HEJIMOBIPHOIO TOYHICTIO Befie 11 1o 1i KiHIleBOI
METH.

Mnu Bci MOXKeMO MOBEPHYTHCA [0 HAIlIOTO
He6eCHOro I0MY, 3 AKOro npuitnum. K i B 1o-
COCsl, y HaC € CBOSA MarHiTHa Kapra, abo “cBiTio
Xpucra’, mo6 HanpaBIATK HAc. Icyc HaBuaB
CBoix yuHiB: “SI — mopora, i mpaBpa, i XXUTTA.
Ho Ot He IPUXOANUTD HIXTO, AKIIO He Yepe3
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As we focus our lives on Jesus Christ, we
will find our way home, enduring to the end and
rejoicing to the end. President Russell M. Nelson
taught that “the joy we feel has little to do with
the circumstances of our lives and everything to
do with the focus of our lives.

Our Divine Nature and Destiny

From the family proclamation, we read that
“each [of us] is a beloved spirit son or daughter of
heavenly parents, and, as such, each has a divine
nature and destiny. ... In the premortal realm,
spirit sons and daughters knew and worshipped
God as their Eternal Father and accepted His
plan by which His children could obtain a physi-
cal body and gain earthly experience to progress
toward perfection and ultimately realize their
divine destiny as heirs of eternal life”

Before His birth in mortality, Jesus Christ
appeared to Moses and spoke to him on behalf
of the Father. He told Moses He had a great work
for him to do. During that meeting, the Lord
called him “my son” several times.

After that experience, Satan came tempting
him, saying, “Moses, son of man, worship me.”

Moses responded to the temptation by re-
membering his divine nature, saying, “Who art
thou? For behold, I am a son of God”The truth
freed Moses from an attack by the adversary.

Brothers and sisters, the hooks of mortality
are real. They are often enticing, but they seek
only one target: to pull us out of the course of liv-
ing waters that lead to the Father and eternal life.

I know how real the hooks of mortality can
be. One Sunday, as a new convert, I was teaching
a priesthood class when an unsettling conversa-
tion arose. I struggled to finish my lesson. I took
offense and felt that I was the victim. Without
saying a word, I headed for the exit with the idea
that I would not return to church for a while.

At that very moment, a concerned priest-
hood holder stood in front of me. He lovingly
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Memne”.

Sx1o My 30cepemKyeEMO CBO€E XKUTTA Ha
Icyci Xpucri, To 3M0OXXKeMO 3HAITH ULAX JOHOMY,
BUTPUMATH J10 KiHIA i pagity fo KiHus. [Ipesu-
nent Paccen M. Henbcon HaBuaB, 110 “paficTs,
AKY MU Bil4yBa€EMO, He Ma€ MaJbKe Hi40ro
CIIIJIBHOTO 3 00CTaBMHAMM HALIIOTO YKUTTS, 1 LIiJI-
KOM 3aJIXXUTD BiJj TOrO, Ha YOMY 30CEPEIKEHE
HAlIlle XUTTA

Hawa 60o)kecTBeHHa npupoga i oons

Y ITporonomeHHi Ipo ciM’ 10 MI1 YUTAEMO,
110 “[KOXXeH 3 Hac] € yno0/1eHNM JyXOBHUM CH-
HOM a00 y/II00/IeHO0 YXOBHOIO JJOYKOI0 Hebec-
HUX 0aTHKiB i, Oyyuy Takoo, Ma€ 60>KeCTBEHHY
IPUPOAY i JOMIO... Y JO3€MHOMY LIapCTBi JyXOB-
Hi cMHM 1 mo4YKkM 3Haiau bora sk cBoro Biunoro
Barbka, moknouscs Viomy i npuitasu Voro
TIaH, 3a AKuM Vloro fiitu Mornu oTpuMyBaT
¢isnyHi Tina it HabyBaTy 3 MHOTO JOCBiAY, 1106
PO3BMBATUCA B JOCKOHAICTD i 3peLITOX peanti-
3yBaTM CBOIO OOXKECTBEHHY JIOMIO CIIa/IKOEMIIIB
BIYHOTO XUTTS .

Ilepen Cpoim HapomxeHHAM Icyc Xpucroc
ABuBCcA Molicero i rOBOpUB 3 HUM Bif iMeHi
barbka. Icyc ckasas Movicero, 110 Ma€ I HbOTO
BennKy pobory. Ilix gac Tiei sycrpivi focnopp,
3BEpPTAYNCh J0 Movices, Ki/lbKa pa3iB Ha3BaB
yioro “cuny Miir”.

ITicna Tiei nmopii Carana ciokymas Moiices,
KOKY4U: “Morvicero, CUHY JIOJCbKNI, TOK/IOHA-
Csl MeHi.

Moriceii IPOTUCTOAB CIIOKYCi, TOMY 1O
namXATaB PO CBOX 60>KECTBEHHY CYTHICTb, i
ckasas: “Xto tn? bo och, 1 — cun bora”. IctuHa
3BibHMIIA Molices BiJj aTak CyIIpOTUBHUKA.

Bbpartu i cectpy, radykm cMepTHOTO KUTTA —
CIIpaBXHi. BoHM yacTo BUITIAZAIOTH CIIOKYCINBO,
aJie 3aBXX[Y CIPAMOBAHi 11llle Ha OfHEe — BU-
TATHYTY HAC i3 JpKepesa >KMBOi BOIM, AKa Befle
1o baTbka i BIYHOTO >KUTTS.

4 sHar0, HACKi/IbKM peaTbHUMM MOXYThb
Oy Ty rayky cMeptHOro xutta. OnHiei Hepii,
HEBJIOB3i ITiC/I1 MOTO HaBEPHEHHS, A IPOBOJIUB
YPOK I HOCIIiB CBAIIIEHCTBA, KOJIM PalTOM
II04aJ10Cs1 0OTOBOPEHH, IKe MEHe 3aCMYTUIIO.
Meni 6y10 BaXKo 3aKiHUMTH YpOK. 5] o6pasuscs
i BiguyB, 1110 OYB >kepTBOIO B Tiit cuTyanii. He
Ka)Ky4M Hi C/I0Ba, £ IILIOB [J0 BUXOJY 3 JYMKOIO,
IO JeAKMIT 9ac He 6yIy XOAUTH IO LepPKBIL.

Came B TOV MOMEHT JIO MeHeE ITiiliIIoB 3a-
HEIOKOEHMI HOCII1 CBAEHCTBA. BiH 3 110008 10

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Vargas-April 2025-English/Ukrainian

invited me to focus on Christ and not on the
situation we had experienced in class. As I looked
back on the experience with him, he shared with
me that he heard a voice tell him, “Go after him;
he is important to me.”

My dear friends, we areallimportant to Him.
President Nelson taught that “because of our
covenant with God, He will never tire in His
efforts to help us, and we will never exhaust His
merciful patience with us”’Our divine nature
and covenant relationship with God entitle us to
receive divine help.

The Need of Nourishment

Just as salmon need to be nourished in the
ocean to grow, we also need to nourish ourselves
spiritually to avoid dying of spiritual malnutri-
tion.Prayer, the scriptures, the temple, and our
regular attendance at Sunday meetings are vital
in our spiritual menu.

In November 1956, Ricardo Garcia entered
the waters of baptism in Chile, becoming the first
member of the Church in my country.Just one
day before he died, he declared before his family
and friends, “Many years ago, missionaries invit-
ed me to be happy along with my family. I am a
happy man. Tell everyone in Chile the gospel is
happiness.”

After having been nourished with the gospel
of Jesus Christ, Ricardo dedicated his entire life
to serving God and his neighbor with love. His
example of discipleship has blessed generations,
including me. The Prophet Joseph Smith taught
that “a man filled with the love of God, is not
content with blessing his family alone, but ranges
through the whole world, anxious to bless the
whole human race”

Return to Our Heavenly Home

Deep inside each of us is a desire to return to
our heavenly home, and Jesus Christ is our heav-
enly guidance system. He is the way. His atoning
sacrifice makes it possible for us to make sacred
covenants with God. Once we make covenants,
we will at times find ourselves swimming against
the current. Danger, disappointment, temptation,
and affliction will test our faith and spiritual
strength. Ask for help. Jesus Christ understands
and is always eager to share our burdens.
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HONIPOCUB MeHe 30cepeinTucA Ha XPUCTi, a He
Ha CUTYallii, IKa BUHMK/IA Y K/Iaci. 3rafyro4n 3
HVIM III0 CUTYallilo Ii3Hillle, s maM sATalo, SIK BiH
CKas3as, 1IJ0 TI0YYB T0/I0C i JioMy 6y/I0 cKa3aHo:
“Iosxenu ytoro. Bin BakmmBumii 11 MeHe”.

Moi gopori fpysi, MuBciBaxnmuBi g1 Hporo.
[Tpesupent HenbcoH HaBuaB: “3aBAsKy HAIIO-
My 3aBiTy 3 borom BiH Hikonu He CTOMTIOETBCA
JOK/IaJJaT! 3yCUJIb, JOTIOMararnydy HaM, i HiKomm
He BUUepraeTbcsi Voro MUIOCTBE TepIiHHSA 710
Hac”. Hamra 60o>xecTBeHHa nmpupopa i Hami 3aBit-
Hi CTOCYHKM 3 borom faroTb HaM MO>XX/IMBIiCTb
OTpMUMAaTH 60XKEeCTBEHHY JIOIIOMOTY.

Ham noTpibHe »XMBNeHHs

Sk mococro rIOTpi6He >KMBJIEHHS B OKeaHi,
106 3pOCTaTH, TaK i HaM MOTpPiOHe [yXOBHE >KN-
BJICHH, I[00 YHUKHYTHU CMePTi Bifj IyXOBHOTO
HepoifanHA. MomnTBa, [Incanns, xpam i pery-
JISIpHe BifiBiflyBaHHS HefiIbHUX 300piB € BOXK/IN-
BOIO YACTMHOIO HALIOTO IyXOBHOT'O MEHIO.

Y mucromapi 1956 poky Pikapgo Iapcia ysiii-
LIOB y BOAM XpUILeHHA B Yniii i cTaB nepimm
yyieHoM llepkBu y Moiil kpaiHi. 3a leHb IO cMep-
Ti BiH cKa3aB cBoiit ciM’i i py3sam: “bararo pokis
TOMY MiCiOHepy 3aIpoCIu MeHe Oy T LaC/IN-
BUM pa3oM 3 MO€K ciM’eto. [ macnmBa moanHa.
Cxaxu BciM B Ynmii, 110 €BaHTenis — Iie macTs’,

Pikappo, HacuyeHuit eBaHreriero Icyca
XpucTa, IPUCBATHUB BCE CBOE XXUTTS TOMY, 1100 3
0608’10 cy)utn Bory i cBoim 6mxHiM. Vioro
IPUK/IaJ] YIHIBCTBA 67IarOCIOBMB 6araTo MmokKo-
7iHb, 30KkpeMa 71 MeHe. [Ipopok [I>xo3ed Cwmit
HaByaB: ‘JIromnHa, cnoBHeHa 06081 boxol, He
3aJI0BOJIbHAETDCA O/1arOCTIOBEHHAM TiNbKI CBOET
cimXli, ajie XOAUTH 110 BCbOMY CBITY 3 Ga’KaHHAM
6/1aTOC/IOBUTH BCE JTIOCTBO .

[MoBepHyTUCA A0 HALLOI HebeCcHOT Ao-
MiBKU

[mm6oxo B Ay KoXkeH 3 Hac 6akae I110-
BEpHYTHCS [0 Hawloi HebecHOI ToMiBKy, a Icyc
Xpucroc ae HaM 60)KeCTBEHHe CKepYBaHHS.
Bin — popora. Vloro BukynuTenbHa xepTsa
JA€ HaM MOXK/IMBICTD YK/IaCTH CBAIIEHH] 3aBiTH
3 borom. Konmu mu yknagaemo 3asitu, To iHopi
Biff9yBa€eMo, 110 IMBeMO npoTyu Tedil. Hebes-
TIeKa, PO3YapyBaHHS, CIIOKYCH i CTPaXKIAHHA
OynyTh BUIIPOOOBYBATH HAIY Bipy i JYXOBHY
cuny. ITpocite po gonomory. Icyc Xpucroc

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Vargas-April 2025-English/Ukrainian

Remember that He is known as “a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief” The Savior
taught, “In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world”His atoning sacrifice allows our sins to be
forgiven to the point that He no longer remem-
bers them.

We may not totally forget our sins as part of
our mortal learning so we will remember not to
repeat them.Instead, we will remember Him as
we take the sacrament at church every Sunday.
This ordinance is an essential part of worship
and spiritual development.Joy comes when we
understand that this is not just another day. “The
sabbath was made for man”with the intention of
giving us rest from the world and renewing our
body and spirit.

We also remember Him when we go to the
temple—the house of the Lord. Temples give us
a deeper knowledge of Jesus Christ as the center
of the covenant that leads us to eternal life,“the
greatest of ... the gifts of God”

Attending the temple has given me comfort
and great hope about our eternal destiny. I have
experienced heavenly connections with peo-
ple on both sides of the veil. I've seen healing
miracles in the lives of my young children, two
of whom live with unseen illnesses that require
daily care for the rest of this life.

Our family rejoices as we share about the
plan of happiness. My children’s faces light up
when they hear that, thanks to Jesus Christ, their
“afflictions shall be but a small moment.”We love
our children deeply, and we know that someday,
as President Jeffrey R. Holland taught, they “will
stand before us glorified and grand, breathtak-
ingly perfect in body and mind.”Our covenants
bring us closer to God to the point of making the
impossible possible, filling every space of dark-
ness and doubt with light and peace.

Thanks to Jesus Christ, there are hope and
well-founded reasons to continue loving, pray-

ing, and supporting those we care about.

I know He lives. He knows us and He loves
us. He is the way, the truth, and the life of the
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poO3yMie Bac i 3aBXXJ1 X04e JOIIOMOITH HECTH
Balli TArapi.

[Tam’siTaiite, wo Bin Bigomuii sk “cTpagHuk,
3HaitomMuit 3 xBopobamun”. Criacutesp HaBYaB:
“Crpax/jaHH: 3a3Ha€Te B CBiTi, — ane Oyzb-

Te BifBaxkHi: S cBiT nepemir!”3asasxu Voro
BUKYIIUTENbHIN XePTBi Hallll IPiXy MOXYTh
OyTu npoiueHi i My HaBiTb He ITaM ATATVMEMO IX
Oinblre.

MoxxnBo, M1 He OBHICTIO 3a06yeMo Harli
Tpixy, i Ile € YaCTMHOIO HAIIOTO HABYAHHA Y
3eMHOMY XXWTTI, {00 My ITaM’ ATanu 1i rpixu i
6inplue ix He moBToproBa/mt. HaroMicTb Ham crift
nam’siTaty Vloro, Koy Mu MOHei TpuitMaeMo
npuyacts. [eit 0Opsz € HeBil' EMHOIO CKTAfIo-
BOIO ITOK/IOHIHHA Ta [yXOBHOTO PO3BUTKY. Mu
Bil4yBa€EMO pajicTh, KO PO3YMIiEMO, 1O Liei
IeHb BifipisHAeTbcs Bif iHmmx. “CyboTa nocra-
J1a I 4OJIOBiKa”, 06 mMaTy HaM MOXK/IMBICTD
BiIMOYMTY Bif| CBIiTY i BiTHOBUTU CBOE TiNoO i
CBIll IyX.

Mu Takox mam’ssTaemo VIoro, Konu iaeMo B
xpam — fiim Jocriopa. Xpamu faroTh HaM ImbiIe
posyminHA Icyca Xpucra AK ceplieBUHH 3aBiTY,
AKUIL Belle HaC O BIYHOIO >KUTTSA, “HaMBeInd-
Him[oro] 3... mapis bora”.

BinBimyBaHHA XpaMy IPMHOCUTD MEHI BTi-
IIeHH: i BE/IMKY HaJIil0 Ha Hallly BiYHY fomio. S
Bifl4yB, 1110 icHye HeOeCHUII 3B’ 30K 3 TIO/IbMU
1o o6uaBa 60ku 3aBicu. S 6aumB dyzmeca 3ineH-
HA B )KUTTi MOIX MaJIEHbKUX JIiTeN, Y ABOX 3 AKUX
€ HeBUAVMI J/I1 04ell XBopoOu, dyepes sKi 1i giTn
BJMMAraloTb UONEHHOTO NOIIARY IO KiHIIA IXHbO-
IO KUTTA.

Harma ciM’s pajie, konu Mu gimumocs 3 iH-
VMY 3HAaHHAM IO IUIaH macTsa. O6mmads Moix
IiTel CAI0Th, KOIY BOHM UYIOTb, 110 3aBIAKI
Icycy XpucTy ixHi “cTpaxkjaHHA OYAYTb JINIIe
Ha KOpOTKuMit yac”. Mu rmnboko mrobumo Ha-
IIUX [iTel i 3HAEMO, 1110 OTHOTO JHS, K HaBYaB
npesnpeHT [Ixepdpi P. Xonnann, Bonn “nocra-
HYTb IlepeJ HAMI Y C/IaBETHOMY i BeTMYHOMY,
HEBMMOBHO JJOCKOHAJIOMY Titi Ta po3ymi”. Harmui
3aBiTy HabO/MOKAIOTH Hac Ko bora HacTiIbKY,

1110 HEMOXK/IMBE CTa€ MOXK/IMBMM, BUTICHAIOUN
TEeMPABY 1 CyMHIBM CBIiTJIOM i MUPOM.

3aBpaxn Icycy Xpucty € Hazis i fobpe
OOI'PYHTOBaHi IPUYMHY IPOJOBXKYBATY TI0ON-
TU, MOJIUTHUCA i MIZTPUMYBaTH TUX, IIPO KOTO MU
n6aemo.

4 3nHaro, mo Bin >xuBe. Bin 3Hae Hac, i Bin
mo6buth Hac. BiH — 1e gopora, npaspga i XuTTA
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world. CBiTY.

I invite all of us today to center our lives on S 3anporyio Bcix Hac CbOrOfHI 30cepennTI
Jesus Christ and His teachings. Doing so will cBoe XuTTA Ha Icyci Xpucri ta Voro BueHHsx.
help us avoid biting the hooks of temptation, Ile momomMoske HaM He TOTIACTUCS Ha FaYKU CIIO-
offense, and self-pity. We will stand as temples— Kycu, oO6pasu Ta xanocTi o cebe. Mu croaru-
holy, firm, and constant. We will weather the MeMO, K XpaMI: CBATI, MillHi 1 HenmoxuTHi. Mu
storms, and we will make it home, enduring to 3MOXKEMO BUTPUMATY IITOPMH, 06 AicTaTmcs
the end and rejoicing to the end.In the name of IOJOMY; MY 3MOXKEMO BUTPUMATH 10 KiHIA i
Jesus Christ, amen. Maty paficTb fo Kinug. B iv’a Icyca Xpucra,

aMiHb.
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