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We are followers of Jesus Christ, and we seek to
both receive and share His light.

Introduction

At the end of a long overseas assignment, my
wife, Lesa, and I stepped into an airport termi-
nal in preparation for just one more flight—a
red-eye—to get home. As we stood with many
others moving a step at a time in long lines, we
could feel the growing anxiety of fellow travelers
worried about making flights, getting through
passport and visa review, and successfully navi-
gating security checks.

We finally reached a station occupied by a
customs officer who seemed unaffected by the
high levels of stress and anxiety in the room.
She almost mechanically, with no eye contact,
reached for my documents, confirmed my pic-
ture, thumbed through one page after another,
and finally stamped my passport with a heavy
thud.

She then reached for Lesa’s papers. Devoid of
emotion, head down and focused on her work,
she methodically thumbed through the pages
with an expert eye, focusing on the details of
the documents in front of her. We were some-
what surprised when she suddenly stopped,
lifted her head, and made eye contact with Lesa
in a deliberate and warm upward gaze. With a
tender smile, she gently stamped Lesa’s passport
and handed the documents back to her. My wife
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Mu — nocnidosnuxu Icyca Xpucma, i mu npae-
Hemo 1 ompumysamu Vozo ceimo, i dinumucs
HUM.

Bctyn

HanpukiHni TpyBanoi 3aKOpLOHHOI 110-
TOPOXi, ITiJ] 4ac KOl 1 BUKOHYBAB JJaHe MeHi
JOPYYeHH:, MU 3 MO€I0 Ipy>X1How Jlecoro, 3
YEpBOHMMI Bifl HEJOCUIIAHHSA O4MMa, YBIJILIIN B
TepMiHaJl aepOIOPTY, TOTYIOYNCH [0 I1je OJJHOTO
HONIBOTY, 106 AicTaTtucs gopomy. Komy mu 3
OaraTbMa iHIIVMMM CTOSIN Y JOBTMX Yeprax, 1o
pyXanucs fiy>Ke IOBi/IbHO, TO Biff4yBau, AK iHIIi
MaHZIpiBHUKI HEMIOKOINMNCA, 06 BCTUTHYTU Ha
pelic, MpoiTH NAaCIOPTHUI 1 Bi3OBMIT KOHTPO/Ib
Ta YCIIIIHO IPOITY IIEePEBIPKY, AKY BUKOHYE
cmy>x6a Oe3rexiu.

3pelrTor MU MiIiIIN SO CTiMIKY, 3a KO0
Oya ciBpoOITHNIE MUTHULL, Ha 5KY, 3[jaBa-
JI0Ch, HE BIUIMBAJIM BUCOKI PiBHI CTpecy i Tpu-
BOXKHOCTI y IpuMilleHHi. BoHa Marbke MexaHid-
HO, He IMBJIAYNCD B 04i, B35A71a MOi JOKYMEHTH,
3BipyIa MO0 30BHIIIHICTD 3 POTO y HACIOPTI,
IIOTOPTAaIa IOr0 CTOPiHKU i 3pelITO, CU/IBHO
CTYKHYBILH, IOCTaB//Ia B HbOMY IITaMIL.

[ToTim BoHa B3sma fokyMeHTH Jlecu. bes
€MOIlIili, CXVM/IMBILY IONOBY i 30CE€peVBILNCH
Ha CBOIi1 po6O0Ti, BOHA IIOCTIJOBHO TOpTaja
CTOPIiHKM, OITIANAI0YM iX HATPEHOBAHMM OKOM, i
3BepTasa yBary Ha feTasi JJOKyMeHTiB, 1o OyIu
nepep Heto. My Oy/u fieio 3AMBOBaHi, KON
BOHA PAIITOM 3yNIMHU/IACK, IIi/IBe/la TO/IOBY i HEK-
BAITHO 11 ;0Opo3MwINBO nopmBuaacsa Ha Jlecy.

3 MarigHoK0 YCMIlIKOI BOHA TMXO IOCTaBUIA
y nacnopti Jlecu 1mrami i noBepHya iif JOKy-
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smiled in return, accepted the documents, and
exchanged warm parting words.
“What just happened?” I asked incredulously.

Lesa then showed me what the agent had
seen—a small card with the image of the Savior.
It had accidentally slipped from Lesa’s purse into
the folds of her passport. This is what the cus-
toms officer had found. This is what had changed
her whole demeanor.

Grace and Truth, by Simon Dewey, courtesy
of altusfineart.com, © 2025, used with permis-
sion

This small picture of the Savior connected
the hearts of two otherwise disconnected strang-
ers. It transformed the impersonal to personal,
capturing the beauty, the miracle, and the reality
of the Light of Jesus Christ. For the remainder
of that day and often since, I have contemplated
that sweet, simple moment with awe and have re-
joiced in the glorious effect of the Light of Christ
upon God’s children.

We Talk of Christ

We are followers of Jesus Christ, and we
seek to bothreceiveandshareHis light. Implicit
in the name of the Church is our theology of
“Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone” Through ancient and living prophets, our
Heavenly Father has commanded us to “hear
Him!”and to “come unto Christ”“We talk of
Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ,
[and] we prophesy of Christ”

Weteachthat Jesus Christ is the Son of
God,and during His earthly ministry, Jesus
taught His gospel and established His Church.

Wetestifythat at the end of His life, Jesus
atoned for our sins when He suffered in the
Garden of Gethsemane,was crucified on the
cross,and then was resurrected.

Werejoicethat because of the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, we can be forgiven and cleansed of our
sins as we repent. This brings us peace and hope
while making it possible for us to return to God’s
presence and receive a fulness of joy.

Weprophesythat because of Jesus’s Resurrec-
tion, death is not the end but an important step
forward. “We will all be resurrected after we die.
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MeHTH. Mosi Ipy>K1Ha YCMiXHY/Iach y BifJlIOBifb,
B3sAJI1a JOKYMEHTM i TEeIJI0 IONpPOILaach.

“Ilo cranocs?” — He BipsA4YM CBOIM OYaMm,
3aINTaB A

Topi Jleca mokasasna MeHi Te, 1[0 noba4nIa
114 {HCIIEKTOpKa — MaJIeHbKY KapTKYy i3 300pa-
keHHAM CriacuTena. BoHa BunafikoBo BUIIajIa 3
JlecHOTO MIOPTMOHE i1 ONIMHMIACA MK CTOPIHOK
ii macropra. Och 1m0 nOMiTHIIA LIS CTiBPOOIT-
Hu1s MUTHUI. OChb 1110 IOKOPiHHO 3MiHMIIO
MaHepy 1 IIOBEJiHKU.

bnaropats Ta icTuHa, XygoxxHuk CailMoH
IInroi, m06’ 1300 HagaHo altusfineart.com, ©
2025, BUKOPUCTAHO 3 JO3BOIY

Lle manmenbke 306paxkents Cracurens
IIOE€JHAJIO CEPLA ABOX 30BCIM HE3HAIOMUX 1 He
TIOB’sI3aHNX MDK c00010 JTIofieit. 3aBAsSKU oMy
odirjifine cIiIKyBaHHA IePeTBOPUIOCS Ha
6inbir ocobucTe, i B IIbOMY IIPOABWINCA Kpaca,
puBo i peanpHicTh CBitna Icyca Xpucta. Pemry
TOTO IHA 1 3TOIOM 5 YaCTO 3 O/IarOTOBITHIM 3a-
XOIVIEHHAM JyMaB IIPO Ty pafliCHY, IPOCTY MUTh
i papiB cmaBeTHOMY BIMBY CBiT/la Xpucra Ha
boxxux miTeit.

Mwu roBopumMoO Npo XpucTa

Mn — nocnigosauku Icyca Xpucra, i Mu
nparaeMo iorpumysatulloro cBito, iminm-
tucaauM. Cama HasBa llepkBu BKasye Ha Te,
1IJ0 B HAIIIN TeosIoril “HapDKHMM KaMeHeM €
Cawm Icyc Xpucroc”. Uepes faBHIX Ta Cy4yacHUX
npopokiB Hair He6ecunit barbko mosenis Ham:
“Cnyxait[te] Voro!”i “npwmit[gits] o Xpucra”
“Mu roBopuMo 1po XpucTa, MU BTillIaeMOcs y
Xpucri, [i] My mponoBifyemo Xpucra”

MmuHaByaeMmo, mo Icyc Xpucroc € CuaoMm
BoxnMi 110 IpoTAroM cBOro 3eMHOTO CB-
IIeHHOCTY>KiHHA Icyc HaByaB CBO€l eBaHTerIi i
BcraHoBMB CBolo LlepkBy.

Mucsiguumo, 1110 HanpuKiHii CBOTro >XUTTA
Icyc cnioxyTaB Halli rpixu, KOy BifCTpaXK/aB y
TedcumancpkoMy capty, OYB posimr’siTuit Ha Xpe-
CTi, a IIOTiM BOCKpecC.

MupapieMoToMy, 110 3aBAAky Cracuresnesii
CIIOKYTHIll YKEPTBi MU MOYKEMO OTPMMATH IIPO-
LIeHHA JI OYUCTUTIICA Bifi HAINUX IPiXiB, AKIIO
nokaeMocs. lle mpMHOCUTD HaM MUp i Hafjifo Ta
Ila€ MOXK/IMBICTb IOBEPHYTHUCDH Y IPUCYTHICTD
bora it oTpuMaTy MOBHOTY pajiOCTi.

Munpopokyemo, 1110, 3aB/IAKM BOCKPECiH-
HIO Icyca, cMepTh — 1ie He KiHellb, @ BaK/IMBUIA
KPOK BIepen. “Mu Bci BOCKpecHeMO IiCIs TOro,
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This means that each person’s spirit and body will
be reunited and live forever”

Come unto Christ

Living prophets in our day—who receive
revelation from God to teach and lead us—are
increasingly inviting us to come unto Christ.
They are helping us to center our hearts, ears,
and eyes more fully on Him. We could cite
numerous examples of adjustments and enhance-
ments announced by the First Presidency that
are designed to focus us on Jesus Christ. Some of
these include:

The decision to retire the name “Mormon
Church” and to replace it with the correct name,
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The availability of new, inspired Christ-
themed art for display in meetinghouses.

Young Women and Aaronic Priesthood quo-
rum themes and music focused on Jesus Christ,
such as “Disciple of Christ” and “Look unto
Christ”

Greater emphasis on the Atonement and
literal Resurrection of Jesus Christ as the most
glorious events in history.

Celebration of Easter as a season and not just
a holiday, with an emphasis on Jesus Christ.

The introduction of the visual identifier
of the Church of Jesus Christ and its symbolic
nature.

Let us look closer at the impact of some of
these. First, the Church symbol.

The Church Symbol

In 2020, President Russell M. Nelson intro-
duced a new visual identifier for the Church.
This symbol reflects the truth that Christ is at the
center of His Church and should be at the center
of our lives.We now see this familiar symbol on
temple recommends, on Church websites and
magazines, as the icon for the Gospel Library
app, and even on military ID tags for many mem-
bers of the Church serving in the armed forces.
The symbol includes the name of the Church
contained within a cornerstone, a reminder that
Jesus Christisthe chief cornerstone,shown here in
Cambodian and in use in 145 languages.
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AK noMpeMo. Ile o3Havae, 0 AyX i TiZIO KOXKHOI
TMopVHY OyyTh 3HOBY 00 €HaHI il )KUTVIMYTh
BiYHO”.

Mpuingite oo XpucTta

Y Haury 06y >KMBi IPOPOKIM, AKi OTPUMY-
I0Tb OJKPOBeHHS Bif bora, 11106 HaByaTy i cke-
POBYBaTH HaC, fiefjajli HaroJIeIIMBillle 3aIIpoLIy-
I0Th Hac npuiitu fo Xpucra. Bonu gomomararoTb
HaM OiJbIlie 30cepeKyBaTyi CBOE Ceplle Ta CBill
norAn Ha HboMy i ctapaHHilIe focmyxaTu-
ca o Hporo. Mu MO>XeMO HaBeCT YMCIEeHHi
IPYK/Ia[V 3MiH Ta IOKpallleHb, PO AKi 6y10
oronoueHo [lepmum IlpesuagentcTBoM, MeTa
AKMX — JOIIOMOITY HaM Oy THU 30CepepKeHNMI
Ha XpucrTi. [lesKki 3 HUX € TaKuMu:

Pimenns BigMoBuTHCA Bif HasBu “MopMOH-
cbka IlepkBa” i 3aMiHUTH 11 IPaBU/IBHOIO Ha3-
Boio — llepksa Icyca Xpucta Catux OcTaHHIX
I HiB.

MoXMBICTh PO3MIIyBaTy y JOMax 360piB
HOBI, HATXHEHHI BUTBOPY MUCTELITBA, TEMU AKUX
1I0B’s13aHi 3 XpuCTOM.

Hesi3u ToBapucTBa MonoaMx KiHoK i Tosa-
pUCTBa MOJIOAMX YOJIOBIKIB Ta IiCHI, 30ceperpKe-
Hi Ha Icyci Xpucri, Taki, ax: “Y4enn Xpucra” i
“Vigu mo Xpucra”

Binbimmit Haronoc Ha CHOKyTi i1 6yKBa/IbHO-
My BockpecinHi Icyca Xpucra sk HaliclaBeTHi-
LIMX IOJiAX B icTOPil.

CBATKyBaHHA BenmkopHsA K 1opy, a He
Jmle CBATA, 3 HaronocoM Ha Icyci Xpucri.

3anpoBajKeHHs BidyanbHoro ineHTndika-
topa [lepksu Icyca Xpucra i NoACHEHHA 10T0
CUMBOJIi3MY.

PosrnAanbMO moOKIafHilIe BIINB NEeAKUX 3
Hux. [Tepme, cumBon Lepksu.

Cumon LUepksu

Y 2020 poui IIpesupgent Paccen M. Henb-
COH IIpEe/ICTaBMB HOBUII Bi3ya/IbHUI ileHTH-
¢ixarop Llepksu. Lleit cumBor Bio6paxae Ty
icTuRy, 0 XpUCTOC 3aiiMae [ieHTpajibHe MicCIie
y Cpoiit Llepksi Ta mo I7[0My Ma€ BigBOIUTICS
LIeHTpa/IbHe Miclle y Hamomy >kuTTi. Hyuni Mmu
6a4nMO 1iet 3HAVIOMUIT CMBOJI Ha XPaMOBHUX
peKOMeHaLifAx, Ha caliTax LlepkBu i iepKoBHUX
KypHaJIaX, Ha MKTorpami JofaTKy “EBaHreNnn-
cbka 6ibmiotexa” i HaBiTh Ha ifeHTUdIKALITHIX
YKeTOHAX BilICbKOBOCTY>KOOBIISA Y 6araTbox 4ie-
HiB IlepkBn, sKi cmyxatb y 36poitHux cumax. Ha
HapDKHOMY KaMeHi, IKViT 300pa’keHO Ha LIbOMY
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The center of the symbol is a representation
of Bertel Thorvaldsen’s beloved marbleChris-
tusstatue, which has become widely associated
with the Church and is found in visitors’ centers
and on temple grounds around the world. Its
prominence in the Church symbol suggests that
Christ should be the center of all we do. Like-
wise, the Savior’s outstretched arms indicate His
promise to embrace all who will come unto Him.
This symbol is a visual representation of the love
of the Savior Jesus Christ and a constant remind-
er of the living Christ.

Out of curiosity, I have inquired of many
families and friends concerning one important
element of the Church symbol. Surprisingly,
many are not aware of a hallowed feature that it
embodies. Jesus Christ standsunderthe arch. This
represents the resurrected Savior emerging from
the tomb. We truly celebrate theresurrected,living
Christ, even in the use of the Church symbol.

Higher and Holier Easter

Now let us contemplate the significance
of Easter. In recent First Presidency messages
concerning Easter, we have been challenged to
“celebrate the Resurrection of our living Savior
by studying His teachings and helping to estab-
lish Easter traditions in our society as a whole,
especially within our own families”In short, we
have been encouraged to move to a higher and
holier celebration of Easter.

I love continuing revelation concerning
Easter and am gratified for your many efforts
to make Easter a sacred and holy occasion. In
addition to holding a one-hour sacrament meet-
ing on Easter Sunday, other examples of worthy
activities include ward and stake devotionals and
activities on Palm Sunday as well as during Holy
Week. These remembrances include activities
with children and youth and often incorpo-
rate interfaith choirs. Others have held “Living
Christ” open houses for members and friends
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CUMBOJI, BKa3aHo Ha3By Llepksu. Lle Haragy-
BaHHA, o Icyc XprcTOCEroI0BHNM HaphbKHUM
kameHeM. TyT il Ha3By BKa3aHO KaMOOJKiil-
CbKOI0 MOBOIO, i BOHa BUKOPUCTOBY€ETbCA 145-Ma
MOBaMM.

Y neHTpi cCMMBOITY 306pa’keHO Yy/IOBY
MapMypoBy cTraryoKpicTyc, ctTBopeny beprenem
TopBanbaceHOM, AKa CTasa MIMPOKO ACOIIi0-
BartycA 3 LlepkBoro i 3HaX0OUTBCA y LIEeHTpax
IJIA BifiBiZlyBa4iB Ta Ha XpaMOBMX Ji/IAHKAX 1O
BCbOMY CBiTY. i ieHTpabHe Miclle Ha CUMBOTI
IepkBu 03Hauae, 1110 XpUCTOC MAE BiflirpaBaTi
LIeHTPaJIbHY POJIb Y BCbOMY, 1[0 MU POOVIMO.
binpm Toro, posnpoctepri pyku Cnacurens €
HaraJyBaHHAM 1po Voro o6ilsHHs oropHyTH
HUMMU BCiX, XTOo mpuiige no Hporo. Ileit cumBon
€ Bisya/IbHIM 300pakeHHAM mo60Bi Criacurens
Icyca Xpucra i mocTiltHMM HaraflyBaHHAM IIPO
JKMBOTO XPIUCTa.

4, 3 iKaBOCTi, CTaBUB 6araTboM CiM M i
OPY35M 3alIMTaHHA IIPO OIVH BaXK/IMBUIA €1e-
MeHT cuMBony Ilepksu. Ha mopus, 6araro 3 Hux
He 3HaJIV IIPO CBsIIeHHe 3HaYeHHs 300pa>keHOro
Ha HboMY. Icyc Xpucroc croitbmifapkoro. Lle
CUMBOJIi3YE, 10 BocKpecnnii CriacuTenb BUXO-
ANTD i3 TpOOHMIIL. MU [ifICHO BIIAHOBYEMOBO-
CKPeCTIoro,)KMBOro XpIucTa, HaBiTh Y BUKOPUC-
TaHHI cuMBony Llepksu.

Buwmin i cBaTilwmii cnocid cBATKYBaHHSA
BenukogHsa

Tenep o6MmipkyiiMo 3HauyIicTh BennkopgHs.
Y nepasHix nocnanuax Big [lepmoro Ilpesu-
IeHTCTBA, AKi cTocyBanucs BenukonHs, Hac
0y/10 3aK/IMKaHO “CBATKyBaTy BockpecinHA
Hamoro xusoro Criacutens, Bus4atouu Voro
BYEHH i lorloMaraxoyy BCTAHOBIIIOBATH Be/N-
KOJIHi TpajguLii y HalllOMY CyCITi/IbCTBi B LIi/TOMY
i, 0co6mBoO, y Hammx cim’sax. Kopotko kaxyun,
HaM PaJATh II09aTy CBATKYBaTy BelnkeHn y
BUILMIA I CBATIINMIL CITOCIO.

A papmit, mo NpooBXKYOTh HAIXOAUTHI
OIKPOBEHH: CTOCOBHO BenmkopHA i mo Bu
IOK/IafiaeTe 6araTo 3ycusib, 1mob spoburtu Be-
NMKJIeHD CBALIEHHO0 Ta CBATOIO Iofiero. Kpim
IPOBeJIeHH: OJHOTOAVHHIX IIPMYacHMX 300piB
y BenukopHo Hemimo, iIHIMMY IPUKIalaMMI Tifi-
HUX 3aXOJliB € JYXOBHi Be4OpU IIPUXOAly Ta KOy
i 3axonu, 1o npoBoAAThCA Y BepOHY Heninio, a
Takox npotAarom CrpacHoro TixHsA. i saxonm,
1110 IPOBOAATDHCA Ha CIIOMMH IIPO Ti MOAi, BKIIIO-
JaloTh B cebe 3aX0Ay 3 JiTbMM Ta MOJIOAAIIO, &
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and have participated in multidenominational
community Easter events.

Such activities mirror the multitudes in the
city of Jerusalem whose voices joined together
to praise the Savior during His triumphal entry.
Equally impressive are reports of your responses
to the First Presidency’s invitation to worship
at home as families to commemorate this most
important holiday.

I believe that family worship surrounding
Easter has elevated remarkably. Two years ago,
I spoke about our family’s determination to
improve the way we honor Easter. Admittedly,
this is still a work in progress. We have always
enjoyed a special Easter Sunday meal, Easter
baskets, and an Easter egg hunt, and we still do.
However, adding an intentional spiritual dimen-
sion that focuses on Jesus Christ and His Atone-
ment to our celebration has brought a sweet
balance to our commemoration of these most
holy of all events.

This year will be our third attempt to make
Easter more Christ-centered. Like the Christmas
nativity, our family Easter Day play includes
rudimentary costumes, reading of scriptures
from the New Testament and Book of Mormon,
music, Easter pictures, palm fronds—and a little
chaos, if 'm being completely honest. Children
and grandchildren reading and reciting the Palm
Sunday praises of “Hosanna ... Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the
highest” and “This is Jesus ... of Galilee’seem as
relevant as “Peace on earth, good will to men”is
at Christmastime.

We now enjoy a mix of decorations. What
was once almost exclusively bunnies and Eas-
ter eggs is now balanced with theChristusand
images of the empty tomb, the resurrected Savior
appearing in the garden outside the tomb, and
the Savior’s appearance to the Nephites. We are
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YacTo i BUCTYIIN 3BeleHNX XOPiB pi3HMUX KOoH(e-
cift. [nuti nmpoBoauny gHi BigKpUTHX ABEpelt fis
4/IeHiB Ta ApysiB LlepkBu, 30cepemkeHi Ha TeMi
“YXusuit XpucToc”, i 6panm y4acTb y 6araToKoH-
(ecillHIX TPOMa/IChKIX 3aX0/aX, IPUCBIYECHNX
BenukopgHro.

Ha Takux 3axomax y4acHUKY 300pakyBann
HaTOBIIN /TIOfieNl y Epycanumi, AKi pasoM 3piii-
MaJu cBoi rojocu y xsani CracuTeno mif 4ac
Voro tpiymdanbHoro B’iszy B 11e MicTo. Takox
Bpa)Kalo4MMM € 3BiTU IIPO Te, K BU BiITYKHY-
mcA Ha 3anpoiueHHs [lepmoro IIpesugenTcTa
HOKJIOHATIICSA BJOMA CiM sIMI, 1100 Bij3HaYMTH
1le HaliBa>K/IMBillle CBATO.

S Bipto, 1110 KiNbKicTb ciMert, AKi 37ijicHIo-
I0Tb IIOK/IOHIHHS, IpUCBAYeHe BennkopHio,
3HAYHO 30iMbIIMIACh. [[Ba pOKY TOMY 5 CKa3as,
III0 Hallla CiM’A pilllyye IIparHe Kpalle Big3Ha-
vaTy Benukpenb. Maro BU3HATH, IO MU BCe I
IPOJOBXXYEMO HaJ| UMM IpanoBaty. HaM 3apx-
I mopo6anocs KyITyBaTy 0co0MuBi CTpaBy,
AIKi TOTYIOTb caMe /1 BenmkogHboI Heflini, MaTn
BE/IMKOHI KOIIVKY Ta IO/II0BATU 34 BEINKOJ-
HiMU sAsIMY, 1 MU 11 Hajjami e pobumo. Ae
OCKIZIbKM MM CBiJOMO CTanu IpUAIIATHU Oinbiire
yBaru JyXOBHOMY acCIIEKTY, 30CEpPEeKYI04M Hallle
cBaTKyBanHs Ha Icyci Xpucri Ta Moro CriokyTi,
HaM BJAJIOCS JOCATHYTY XOPOLIOTo 6anaHCy B
TOMY, K MU BifI3Ha4a€MO 1ji, HalICBATIIII 3 YCiX,
MOfil.

IIporo poky BifOymeTbcs Hallla TPETs CIIPO-
6a 3pobuTy BenmukueHb 6i1bII 30CepemKeHNM
Ha Xpucri. [Togi6HO 0 ClleHKN HapOXKeHHA
Xpucta, AKy MM cTaBUMO Ha PisfBo, y Hamiit
cimeriHiit ciieHi Ha BenukieHb € HalipocTinti
CIIeHiYHi KOCTIOMI, YuTaHHA Bipmis 3 HoBoro
3asity Ta Kuuru MopMoHa, My3MKa, KapTUHI Ha
TeMy BenukonHs, manbpMoBi BiTH i, AKIo O6yTH
abCOMIOTHO YeCHNM, TPOXU Xaocy. [litn it oHykn
YNUTAIOTD i IeK/IAMYIOTh HallaM ATb Pppasn, AKi
JIIOIM y JABHUHY BUTYKyBanu y Bep6ny Hepimo:
“OcanHa... brarocnosennnii, xro iige y To-
criopHe IM’a! Ocanna Ha Bucori!”, i cnosa “Ie...
Icyc... i3 Tanine[i]"3garoTbes TakuMy X foped-
HUM, fK i mpoMoBJeHi nif yac PisgBsa cosa
“Ha 3emi mup, y mropsax fo6pa sos!™

Tenep y Hac € pisHi gexkopauii. Akiro panime
e 6y}11/1 MalibKe BUKJTIOUHO 3aliIi Ta BEINKO]I-

Hi A1, Terep y Hac TaKoX € cTaTysaKpicTyci
300paXKeHHsI TOPOXKHBOI TPOOHNILI, SIBTEHHS
Bockpecyoro Criacurens y cagy 6ins rpo6HuIi
Ta ABneHHA Criacutens HediiiaM. My Takox
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also striving to make Easter a season rather than
just a day. We are trying to be more conversant,
thoughtful, and celebratory of Palm Sunday and
Good Friday and of the sacred events that took
place during all of Holy Week.

Easter allows us to honor both the atoning
sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the literal and joyous
Resurrection of Him. Our hearts are heavy as we
imagine the Savior’s suffering in the garden and
upon Calvary, but our hearts rejoice as we en-
vision the empty tomb and the heavenly decree
“He is risen!”

A Literal Resurrection

Recent First Presidency encouragement to
look “forward to Easter and the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ—the most glorious of all messages
to mankind”highlights the magnitude of this
season. While there appears to be a growing
trend among various Christian theologians to
view the Resurrection in figurative and symbolic
terms, we affirm our doctrine that “the Resurrec-
tion means that all who have ever lived will be
resurrected, and the Resurrection is literal”“For
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive”Jesus Christ broke the bands of death
for every living soul.

We truly stand all amazed at the grace Jesus
offers us.We embrace His words that “greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends”

C. S. Lewis stated that “to preach Christian-
ity meant [to the Apostles] primarily to preach
the Resurrection. ... The Resurrection is the cen-
tral theme in every Christian sermon reported in
the Acts. The Resurrection, and its consequences,
were the ‘gospel’ or good news which the Chris-
tians brought”

I proclaim that “there is a resurrection, ...
the grave hath no victory, and the sting of death
is swallowed up in Christ”

Conclusion and Testimony

In conclusion, I testify that all who accept
the invitations from our living prophet and his
counselors to more intentionally commemorate
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cTapaeMocs 3pobuTu Bee, o6 Bennkaens 6yB
MOPOI0, a He JIMILe OHUM IHeM. M1 HaMaraemo-
cA 6inpIe crinkyBatucs, 6y Ty BRyMIMBIIINMY i
BimsHauaTy BepOHny Hepinto, CTpacHy I’ ATHUIIIO
Ta 3raJlyBaTy CBALIEHH] NOAil, sAKi BinOyBamics
IPOTATOM BCbOro CTPAacHOTO TYDKHA.

BenukmeHsb € [j1a Hac Harojolo, oo Big3Ha-
YUTH AK CIIOKYTHY epTBy Icyca Xpucra, Tak i
Voro 6ykBanbHe it pasricie Bockpecinusa. Ham
BA)KKO Ha ceplli, KoM MI YABJAEMO, K Cra-
CUTeNb CTpaKaae y capy i Ha lonrodi, ane Hami
ceplA pafiifoTh, KON MU YABIAEMO MOPOXKHIO
rpOOHMINIO i TOXYMKM 4yeMo ronoc 3 Hebec: “Bin
BoCKpec!”

BykBanbHe BoCKpecCiHHS

Hepasno Ilepiue ITpesneHTCTBO 3aKIMKa-
JIO TOTYBATUCA 10 “BenmkonHs i BIIaHyBaHHA
Bockpecinns Icyca Xpucra, 3BicTKa Ipo sAKe €
HaJIC/IaBeTHIIINM 3 YCiX MOC/IaHb moAcTBy . Le
CBilYMTD IIPO BeINY Li€i Iopu. Y TOM Yac AK
menati 6iblie pisHUX XPUCTUSAHCBKIX TEOIOTiB
CXWIBbHI posrysgaty Bockpecinus sk obpasHe i
CYMBOJIiYHE IIOHATT:A, MU iATBEP/XKYEMO HAlTy
TOOKTPUHY, 110 “BOCerCiHH}I O3Hayvae, 110 BCi,
XTO KOJIVCDH XVB, BOCKPECHYTb, i BockpeciHHA
€ 6ykBanpHUM . “bo Tak, K B AaMi BMUpaoTh
yci, Tak camo B Xpucri Bci 0kuByTh . Icyc Xpu-
CTOC PO3ipBaB IIyTa CMEPTI JJIA1 KOXKHOI KMBOI
I yLi.

YciM HaM [ifiCHO BaXKKO OCATHYTH MUJIICTD,
AKY BUsB/sAE 10 Hac Icyc. Mu posymiemo Voro
CJIOBa, 10 “HIXTO 6iNbLIOI TI060BY HE MA€E HAJ
TY, AK XTO CBOIO AYIIy IIOK/IaB OU 3a Apy3iB
CBOIX .

K. C. JIproic 3a3HauymB, 1110 1A JaBHIX aIlo-
CTOIB “IIPONOBifyBaTH XPUCTUAHCTBO O3HAYA-
JI0 HacaMIIepe[, IIPOIoBifyBaTu Ipo Bockpecin-
Hs... BOCKpeciHHA € 0CHOBHO TEMOIO Y KOXKHil
XPUCTUAHCDHKIN MPOIOBi/li, 3aMMCaHill y KHU31
[ii. Bockpecinns Ta yioro Hacnmifku 6ymu “eBaH-
rejieio’, T06To OOPOI0 HOBMHOIO, SIKY HEC/IN
XPUCTUSHN .

51 mporojomryto, 110 “€ BOCKpeCiHHS. ..
MoOTWJIa He Ma€ IIepeMOrH, i Kajo cMepTi MOor/n-
HyTO B XpucTi”

3ak/toYHa YacTrHa i CBigYeHHsA

Ha saBepieHHs A cBifdy, IO BCi, XTO
BiJTYKHETBCS Ha 3aIIPOIIEHH HAIIOTO )XMBOTO
IIPOPOKA i 10T0 pafiHUKiB — Oi/IbII CBiZOMO
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the holy events that Easter represents will find
that their bond with Jesus Christ grows ever
stronger.

Just days ago, I learned about a grandmother
who rehearsed the Easter story with her four-
year-old grandson by using simple replicas of the
tomb, the stone that covered the sepulchre, Jesus,
Mary, the disciples, and the angel. The little boy
watched and listened intently as his grandma
shared the burial, closing and opening of the
tomb, and the garden scene of the Resurrection.
He later carefully repeated the story in surpris-
ing detail to his parents as he moved the figures
about himself. Following this sweet moment,
he was asked if he knew why we have Easter.

The boy looked up and with childlike reasoning
answered, “Cuz Him’s alive”

I add my testimony to his—and to yours and
to that of angels and prophets—that He is risen
and that He lives, of which I testify in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Bifj3Ha4YaTM CBATI NOAi, AKi cMMBONi3ye Bennk-
IeHb, — BIIKPUIOTD [is cebe, 110 IXHilt 3B’ 30K
3 Icycom Xpucrom MinHinIae.

Kinpka gHiB TOMYy 5 #gisHaBCA Ipo 6abycro,
sIKa peleTupyBaa BenmKofHIO CLIeHKY 3i cBOIM
YOTUPUPIYHUM OHYKOM, BUKOPUCTOBYIOUN
IIPOCTi MakeTy TpOOHMIL, KaMeHs, IKUM Oy/I0
3aKpUTO BXifl B rpo6HuI0, dirypku Icyca,
Mapii, yuHiB Ta aHrena. Ma/leHbKUI XJTOMUNK
YB@XXHO AVBUBCA i CITyXaB, KO/ Jioro 6adycs
pO3IoBifjajia IpO IOXOBAHHS, 3aKPUTTA 1 Bifi-
KPUTTS BXOAY B TpOOHMIIIO Ta Ipo Bockpecinua
i mogii, mo cranucA B capy. ITotiM BiH, camo-
CTiiiHO mepecyBatoun Qirypku, CTapaHHo i gyxe
IeTanbHO MEPETOBIB 10 iICTOPit0 CBOIM HaThbKaM.
ITicna nboro itoro 3anuTaniy, Yu 3Ha€ BiH, YJOMy
B Hac € Benuknens. 1e1 X/10mM4uMK migBiB mOIIsy
i, mo-guTAYOMY 0OMipKyBaBIIN, BifnoBiB: “Tomy
10 Bin >xuBuir”,

S momaro MO€ CBiTUeHHS IO CBiT4eHHS
IIbOTO XJIOMYMKA i BalllNX CBiJYeHb, a TAKOXK JI0
CBiflYeHb aHTeNiB Ta IPOPOKIB, 10 BiH Bockpec
i mo Bin >xmBmit, i mpo e s cBiguy B iM’s Icyca
Xpucra, aMiHb.
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