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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
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Ha nebecax paditomv 3a mux, Xmo nosepmaembv-
ca. Bam wie ne nisno noseprymucs.

Komuch My >xunm B IoMi, OTOUEHOMY Be-
MMYHUMU fiepeBaMu. bina Bxony pocia Kpacusa
Bep6a. OnHiel cyMHO3BicHOI HOYI 371ilHAMacA
cunbHa 6yps, i Bepba 3 TpickoM Briana. Bona
7Ie’Kajia 3 BUpBaHUM i3 3eMJIi KOPiHHAM, i Ha Hel
Oyo 60sicHO AVBUTHC.

A Bxxe 6yB roTOBMIT 3aBeCTN OEH30MMITY i
HONMIATY €PEBO Ha JJPOBA, KOMIM HAII CYCif
BUOIT, 06 3ynuHuTY MeHe. Bin noxopsAB MeHi 3a
Te, 10 5 JIETKO POS3IIPOIIABCs 3 IepeBOM, i HaIlo-
JIETTIMBO IIePEKOHYBAB HAC JI0r0 He I030yBaTUCA.
ITotiM BiH BKa3aB Ha OfIMH KOPiHb, IKUI1 BCe Ile
OyB y 3emJIi, i ckasas, 110 SAKIIO MY HifjipeMo
IepeBo, 0OpikeMo rinku i 6ygemMo mifKuBII0Ba-
TU JI0T0, TO KOPiHHA 3HOBY KUBUTUMYTb I€PEBO.

51 6yB cKenTMYHO HaTAIITOBAHMI i CyMHi-
BaBCA B TOMY, 100 Iie TTOBajIeHe i ABHO MOIIKO/ -
JKeHe JlepeBo MOIJIO 0 yIi/liTu i moBepHyTHCS IO
KUTTA. Sl MipKyBaB, 1IJ0 HaBiTh SAKIL[O BOHO I10Y-
He POCTY 3HOBY, BOHO HEO/IMiHHO He TIepeXIBe
HACTYIHOI 6ypi. Ale yCBiTOMJIIOIOUY, 1ITO HAII
CYCifi BipUTb, 1110 Yy iepeBa Bce 1Ie € Ma1716yTHe,
MV IIPUIHATIN TOV IIJIaH.

I sixmit xxe 6yB pesynbrar? Uepes mesakui
Jac My 064NN O3HAKM SKUTTSA, KOMU AEePEBO
Iovaso BKOpiHIoBaTHcA. 3apas, y>Ke uepes 12
POKiB, i€ IepeBO CUJIbHE i CIOBHEHE XKUTTS, Ma€
MillHe KOPiHHA i 3HOBY NIPUKpAIIIA€ TaHAmA(T.

3ycTpiuarounch 3i CBATUMU 110 BCbOMY CBITY,
A 3rajiyto Ipo 1110 BepOy i mpo Te, 110 € Hafis,
HaBiTh KO/ 3[Ja€EThCA, 110 BCe BTpadeHo. Jleski
JIIOZIV KOTIMCh MaJIy CBil[YEHHA IIPO €EBAHTEIIO,
sIKe OY/I0 CM/IBHIUM 1 >KMBIUM, 5K Ta Bep6a. IToTim,
3 TIEBHUX OCOOMCTVX IIPUYNH, I CBiTYeHHA
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leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:

“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
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ocmaby, 10 PU3BeJIO Ao BTpaTy Bipy. IxHmi
TPUMAIOTbCA, T HAWTOHIIVMY KOPiHIIAMMU
TOPKAI04VCh €BAHI€/IbCHKOTO I'PYHTY.

I Bce >)x MeHe 3HOBY i 3HOBY HaIMXalOTh
iCTOPII CTINMbKOX JIIOfEN, AKi BUPIIINIIN IIOHOBY-
TU CBOE YYHIBCTBO i TOBEPHYTUCA 10 LIEPKOBHOL
JOMiBKI. 3aMiCTb TOTO, 1100 BIIKMHYTY CBOI
Bipy i epeKoHaHH1, AK HeNOTPiOHi fpoBa, BOHM
BiITYKHY/INCA Ha JyXOBHI CIIOHYKaHHA i CIIOBHe-
Hi 000Bi 3aIIpOIIeHHs IOBEPHYTUCS.

51 6yB Ha koH(epenuii Koy B Kopei, ne
onuH 3 uneHiB llepkBu, Aknii moBepHyBCsA
10 aKTMBHOCTI, cKa3aB: “fI maxylo Oparam 3a
TOTOBHICTb IPUITHATH MeHe, He3BaXkKaloull Ha
Opax y MeHe Bipy i Moo C/1abKicTb, 3a Te, 1110
BOHI BiIBiflyBa/iu MeHe, i 3a 4ieHiB Llepksu, Aki
3aBxu Oynu py>xe fo6pumu 1o mene. HaBkorno
MeHe Bce Iije 6araTo IPYy3iB, AKi € MaJIOAKTUBHU-
Mmu. Ile cMilIHO, ajie BOHU KaXKyTh OJHE OFHOMY
noBepHyTHUCs 1o LlepkBy, 1106 BiTHOBUTY CBOIO
Bipy. 4 mymato, 1110, MOXK/IMBO, BCi BOHUIIpAT-
HYTb Bipn.

Ycix, XTo nmparse Bipu, MM 3aIIpOLIYEMO
noBepHyTHUCA. 00i1s10, 1110 Balla Bipa MoXe
3MIITHUTHCS, KOIM BY 3HOBY Oy7ieTe MOK/IOHATH-
Cs pa3oM 31 CBATUMIL.

KonmuuHiit micionep 3 A¢ppuxu Hanmcas
cTapuioMy npoBifHuKy LlepkBu, mpuHOCAYN
BMOaYeHHs i MpOCAYM IPOIIEHHA 3a Te, 110
00pa3yBCsA Ha I0T0 HACTAHOBY CTOCOBHO IIeBHOI
KY/IbTYPHOI Tpajullil, 4yepes 110 IOTiM 3aIMIINB
IlepxBy. Bin cMupenHo BucnoBuscs Tak: “Ha
XaJIb, TOJ QaKT, o 5 06pas3uBcs 15 pokiB TOMY,
3MYCUB MEHE 3aIIaTUTU HaZ3BUYaliHO BUCOKY
iny.fl BTpaTuB Tak 6araTo— Habararo 6inbire,
HiXK 6ymb-Komu Mir co6i yaButn. MeHi myse co-
POMHO 32 IKOAY, AKY A MiT 3all0fiATH Ha LIbOMY
LULAXY, ajle IIOHaJ, yce A paJiiii, 1110 3HAILIOB
JOpory Hasazy .

Ycix, XTo yCcBiOMIIIOE, 11J0 caMe BU BTpaTH-
JIV1, MU 3aIIPOIIYEMO ITOBEPHYTHCS Ha3af, 106
BY MOI/IV 3HOBY CKYIITYBAaTU PaiCHUI TITif
€BaHTeIl.

OpHa cectpa 3i Cnonydenux Illtaris 3a-
muma Lepksy Ha 6arato pokis. Ii icropis
MOBEPHEHHA MICTUTb NIEPEKOH/IUBI YPOKI [/
0aTbKiB i WwieHiB ciM’i, IKi 60TiCHO MepeXxnBa-
10Th 32 ONMM3BKUX, 1110 BigxomsaTh Bifg Llepksu.
Bona nanmcana:

“SI Mmoxy nepepaxyBaTy 6e3/id IpUIMH,
4yoMy A Bifinma Bif Ilepksu, eBanrerii i,
IIEBHOIO MipoOI0, BiJ] CBOEI ciM’1. Aste HaclpaBji
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ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.

“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary
to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
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1le He Ma€ 3Ha4eHHs. S He mpuiiMasa OffHOTO
BAK/IMBOTrO pinteHHA samumuutu Lepksy. 5
pobua Bubip, MabyTh, TcsA4y pasis. Aje ofHe
S 3aBXK/IV 3HAJIA: MOI 6aTbKU NIPUITHAIN OFHE
BaX/IMBE PillleHHA i JOTpUMYyBaucs Jioro. Boun
BUPILINJIV TIOOUTY MEHe.

1 He Mor/1a 3HaTH, CKiNBKM C71i3 OyI10 TIpO-
JINTO, CKi/IbKYM TIPOBEfIeHO 6e3COHHUX HOYeil
4J1 CKiJIBKY IIMPOCepAuX 61araIbHNX MOIUTOB
0y/10 BUMOBJIEHO 3apajyu MeHe. Bonu He 3Bu-
HyBayyBa/Il MEHe Y MOIX I'piXax; pajlie BOHN
3BEPTA/INCA IO MEHE y MOl IpiXOBHOCTI. Bonn
He 3MYILIYBa/I) MeHe II0YyBaTIC HeOaXKaHO0
TOCTel0 B iXHbOMY JIOMi Ta Ha CiMeltHMX 3i6paH-
HAX. Byzib-sKe 3 IMX OYYTTiB Y M€He BUK/IN-
KaJIi MOI B/IaCHi BUMHKI. A OCb BOHU IIPO-
IOBXXYyBaJIM pajio MeHe Bitatu. Bonnu, MmabyTs,
MIOMITHU/IN, 11O 3 YACOM MOE CBiT/IO IOTbMSAHIJIO.
Aje BOHY 3Hau, IO JIIOAVHA, KO0 A Oy1a Tofi,
— TO JINIIE TiHb Ti€l, AKOIO A Ille Majia CTaTH.

Tax camo, Ak Milt mrax Big Llepksu 6yB
CKJIQJTHVM, TaK i Miil IUIAX Ha3aj 6yB CK/IQHUM.
Ane opHa pid, Axa He 6y/1a Ba)KKOIO ITiJ] 4ac II0-
BEpHEHH:, — 1ie BifYyTTA NOBEPHEHHA NOIOMY,
JIO AKOTO 51 HAJIeXY .

Moe nocmaHHs CbOTOIHI 0COOMMBO afipe-
CoBaHe JI0 BCiX, XTO KO/IUCh BifuyBas Jlyxa, ane
CYMHIBa€TbCH, YU € I BacC JOPOra Hasaf 1o
BigHOBMeHOI [lepkBnu Icyca Xpucra abo micie B
Hill. BOHO TaKOX /I TUX, XTO JIefiBe TPUMAETh-
A B Hill 260 TUX, XTO BijUyBa€ CIIOKYCY BifjiliTH.

Lle mocrmaHHA He € BUK/IMKOM i He € 3acy-
mkeHHsaM. Lle sampolieHHs, gaHe 3 M060B’10
i mypuM 6akaHHAM NIPUBITATY Bac 3HOBY y
BallIOMY JYXOBHOMY JIOMi.

51 MonmBcs, 06 BY Bif4yu CBijueHHA
Caaroro [lyxa, Konu 3apa3 IO4YyeTe 1je CIOBHEHe
n060Bi 3arpolieHHs i BennyHe OOIIAHHSA Bif
Hamoro Cracurens Icyca Xpucra:

“Yu noepHeTecs BU Temnep 1o MeHe,i moka-
€Tecs y BalllMX I'pixax,i HaBepHeTecs, w06 S mir
suinuTy Bac?”

Ko>xHoro TyoxHs 6araro jrofieil BiiTyKyIoTb-
s Ha 3anpolneHH:A Criacurens, IOBepTalOuNCh
IO YYHiBCTBa 11 akTMBHOCTI B Llepksi, Tuxo i
CMUPpEHHO IIyKatouy obimsHoro IcycoMm sjinen-
HA. I, Bcynepeu po3noBinaM, AKi iHopi momm-
PIOIOTHCSA, peKOpAHA Ki/IbKiCTh HalIMX MOTOAUX
TIOfieVl BUOMpPAa€e 3aMUIIATUC CUTBHUMMU 1 3Mil]-
HIOBaTU CBOIO Bipy B Icyca Xpucra.

Komu pgesaxnum nocnifoBHukam Icyca B Ka-
TepHayMi CTazo BaXXKo cripuitMatu Voro BueH-
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leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?

The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”

My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
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HA i BOHM BUPIIVMIIN TIiTU TeTb, BiH 3BepHYBCA
1o CBoix anocToniB i 3anuTtas: “Uu He x04eTe 11
BU BifiinTu?”

Lle Te 3anmTaHHA, Ha sAKe KOXKEH 3 HaC Ma€
[aTV BifjIOBifib, IEpEXXMBAIOYM YACU OCOOMCTUX
Bupo6bysanb. Binnosins [Tetpa Icycy € Hemin-
B/IaJIHOIO Yacy i ryHKolo: “Ilo koro My migemo,
Tocmomu? Ty Mael coBa XUTTA BiYHOTO .

Toxx, 06ymytoun 3anpomreHHs Cracurerns
nosepHyTHUCA J0 Hboro, 4oro Bu Mo>keTe HaBUU-
THCA 3 icTOpii Tpo Bep6Oy?

Jopora Hasaz pinko Koy 6yBae j1erkoro abo
KOM(OPTHOIO, OHAK BOHA TOro BapTta. Komu
Hala Bep6a 3HOBY Oy/a MmifHATa, BCi 11 Timku
Oy cnuazi. Bona He 6yma rapHoo. Mu Takox
MO>KeMO ITOYyBaTICs BPa3INBUMU, KON BilKI-
IAEMO CTapi 3BUYKY i T036aBIAEMOCS TOPOBI-
TOCTi. 30cepeuBIIN CBOIO Bipy Ha Icyci XpucTi
Ta Voro eBanrenii — Ha cToB6Ypi it Ha KopiHHi,
— BU OTPUMAETe HAJI0 i CMinuBicTh 3po6UTH
NepIINIT KPOK Hasal.

3Hagobunocs 6arato pokis, 106 Halira
Bepba moBepHya cobi KONMMIIHIO CUTY i Kpa-

Cy. 3apa3s BOHa Ille CU/IbHIIIA i KpacuBillla, HiK
panimte. bynbTe TepnenBMUMHU, OCKIMbKM Balli
Bipa i cBiffueHHs Tako 3pocTaioTh. lle o3Hauae
He 0OpakaTycs Ha HeoOyMaHi KOMeHTapi Ha
kmrant: “Jle m 6yB yci i poxn?”

Bep6a nixkonu 6 He BI>KMIa 6€3 MOCTIITHOTO
IOIJIAMY Ta MiPKMUBIeHH:. Bu 6ynere >kuButn
CBOIO Bipy i CBOE CBifueHHs, IOTVKHA OCHKeTY-
104 32 IPMYACHUM CTOJIOM i IIOK/IOHAIOYNCD Y
nomi Tocmopa.

SIx Bep6i moTpibHe Oy/10 COHSYHE CBiTIIO,
106 ii TiIKM i MMCTA 3HOBY pOC/N, TaK i Bale
CBiflueHHA 3pOCTaTHUMe, AKIIO BU 3a/IMIIaTIIMe-
Tecs YyTAUBMMMU IO Bil9yTTiB i cBigueHHA Jlyxa.
HapuaiiTecsa B AMy/eKa, AKMIi TaK OINMCaB Yac,
KO/ BiH OyB Ma/l0aKTMBHVM WieHoM LlepkBu:
“Mene knukanm 6arato pasis, a s He XOTIB CITy-
XaTu’.

Mii cyci 3HaB, KO0 3HOBY MOXKE CTaTH
Bepb6a. Tak camo i [ocrionp 3Hae Ba 6oxxe-
CTBEHHUI IIOTEHIIiasl i Te, AKUMU MOXXYTb CTAaTU
Ballla Bipa i Balle cBigueHHs. BiH HiKomu Bac He
sammmnTh. 3aBaxkyu CrnokyTi Icyca Xpucra Bce
po3buTe Moxe OyTH 311iIeHO.

A cBig4y, mo Ha Hebecax pafiloTh 3a THX,
XTO OBePTAEThCA. Bu moTpibHi, i Bac mo61ATh.
A cBiguy, mo Icyc Xpucroc € Hamum Criacute-
neM i mo Bid 6arociosige 61/IbIINM CIIOKOEM
1 BEJIMKOIO PaliCTIO BCiX, XTO IIOBEPTAETHCA
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mercy are not folded but are open and extended o Hporo. Vloro pyku Munocti He ckiafieHi, a

to you.lt is not too late for you to come back. po3kpuTi i mpocTATHYTI o Bac. Bam 11e He misHO

With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you HOBEpHYTHUCA. 3 yCi€lo M000B 0 Y HAIlINX CepIIsiX

home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen. MU BiTaeMo Bac BoMa. B im’s Icyca Xpucra,
aMiHb.
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