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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
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A ceiouy, wio Hemosnama, 0imu i Mono0b € 061Uk~
uamu Boscoeo yapcmea, saxe npougimae Ha 3emni
8 yciil 11020 cuni ti Kpaci.

Big mo4aTky ocTaHHBOTO poKy CBOrO 3eM-
HOro >XMTTA Icyc craB e 6inpuie HaByaTH CBOIX
anocronis. ko Voro nmocnanns i Moro Lep-
KBa Mal 3aJUIINTUCDH Ha 3eMIi, Konu Bin mife,
noTpi6HO Oy10 6araTo Yoro HOHeCTN y cepry 12
30BCIM 3BUYAMTHUX YOJIOBIKiB, AKi 6y}1M 3HAOMi
3 Hum menIe 24 micsiris.

OpHoro nHA Icyc cTaB CBiIKOM CIIOPY MiX
IBananusTema i motiM 3amutas: “IIpo 1o [Bu]
MipkyBamu?”SIBHO 36eHTeXeHi, BOHN, K CKa-
3aHo y [Tucanusax, “moBuann’”. Aje 1ieit HaliBe-
JMYHIINI 3 YCiX BYUTENIB 3HAB JYMKU IXHIX
ceprenbi BifdyB, [0 Ma€ MicClje IIepUINI IPOAB
ocobucroi ropauHi. Tomy Bin “go Cebe gutnny
TTOK/INKAB. ..

Ta 11 ckasas: “IlonpaBai kaXKy BaM: KON
He HaBEPHETECD, i He CTaHeTe, AK Ti BiTu, — He
BBiiteTe B LlapctBo HebecHe!

OTke, XTO BIIOKOPUTDCS, AK JUTUHA 0L,
To¥1 Haitbinbmmit y Llapctei HebecHim™

Crip 3a3HaYUTH, 1O HABITh 10 HAPOIKEH-
HA XpUCTa, y IpollaIbHill NponoBifi napsA
BenisiMyHa MicTuacs 15 BaXX/IMBa 3rafika Ipo
HOKipHICTD, IpUTaMaHHy AUTKHI. TaM cKas3aHo:
“TinecHa mopuHa € BoporoMm s bora... i 6yne
Ha BiKM BiuHi, JOKI BOHA... He CTaHe CBSTOIO
yepe3 CnokyTy Xpucta [ocriopa, i He cTaHe AK
IOUTUHA, CMUPEHHOIO. .. IIOKiPHOIO. .. CTIOBHEHOIO
MI000BI... caMe AK IUTMHA [SIKa Jae€ BigIOBib]
CBOEMY 6AaTbKOBi .

BtiMm € meski aBHO iH(l)aHTI/mbHi CXUIBHOCTI,
Marty sKi MUHe3a0X04yeMo. [IBaflATh IT'ATh PoO-
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my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”
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KiB TOMY Miif OHYK, AKOMY TOZi 6Y/I0 TpU poKu,
BKYCUB 32 PYKY CBOIO Il ATUPiUHY cecTpy. Mii
34Tb, AKMII HAI/IAZIaB 3a NiTbMM TOTO Bedopa,
IIOCIIiXOM CKa3aB CBOII JOHbIIi yCe, 10 Ti/IbKI
MOIJIO CIIACTY JIOMY Ha JIYMKY CTOCOBHO IIPO-
LE€HHS, 3aBEPIIYIOYN i€ CTIOBAaMI, 10 11 MajleHb-
K11 OpaTHK, MOX/IMBO, HAaBiTh He 3HaB, 5K Iie
BiflYyBa€ThCs, Ko Tebe KycaroTh 3a pyky. Lleit
HeoOyMaHNI1 6aTbKiBCbKIIT KOMEHTAp IOfifB,
1 J10T0 i TpUBasa 1eChb XBUIVMHY, MOXX/IUBO,
IiBTOPY, JOKU 3 IUTAYOI KiIMHATH He II0OYyBCA
301K, Bifi AKOTO 3aZlepeHYay BiKHa, i MOd OHyKa
He3BOPYIIHO BUT'YKHY/Ia 3BinTu: “Tenep BiH
3Hae’.

Tox Ha AKi IpuTaMaHHI JiTAM YeCHOTU HaM
noTpi6Ho 3BepHy TN yBary? lllo Bukmkano y
Camoro Xpucra cb03¥ Y HailOi/IbII 3BOPYILI/IN-
BoMYy enisofi 3 yciei Knuru Mopmona? Yoro
HaByaB Icyc, KO/ IpUKINKaB 3ropy HebecHMIT
BOTOHb 1 aHTeJTiB-3aXMCHUKIB, 11006 BOHM OTOYM-
NV TUX JiTel, 1 HaKa3aB JopocnuM “muB[utu]cs
Ha CBOIX MaJIEeHbKMX ?

Mu He 3HaEMO, 110 CIOHYKao Vloro Buu-
HUTH BCE CaMe TaK, ajle, A JyMalo, 1je AKMMOCh
YJHOM IIOB 3aHO 3 IXHBOIO YMCTOTOIO i HEBUH-
HICTIO, IXHbOIO BPOJI>KEHOIO ITOKIPHICTIO 1 TUM,
110 IIeMO>KETIPMHECTY B Hallle )KUTTS, AKIIO0 MU
36epexxeMo B cobi 11 IKOCTI.

Yomy Halli JHi po3nady XTOCh OIIMCAB
tak: “Harimapaima mapHoTa” YoMy “HikyeMHi
BUTAJIKI i TOPIMHS [iTeil TIOICHKUX € TUMU CIIO-
BaMU, AKi XapaKTepU3yIOTb BE/IMKY i IPOCTOPY
OyniBiIIo, TaKy [yXOBHO MepTBY y BujiHHi Jleria?
A Ax oo 30paMiiilliB, Ti€l Tpynu mofen, AKi
Monunncs Tak eroictuuHo? IIpo Hux Anma cka-
3aB: “O Boxke, Bonu [Monarbcsa] mo Tebe cBoimu
BYCTaMU, BOJHOYAC BOHU IIMXATATHCA. .. Bifj
MapHIUX pedeil CBiTy .

Ha BifgMiHy Bif IbOTO, YU € I[OCh ITpeKpac-
Hilte, ymcrimne abo CMIpEeHHIllle, HDK MOJIUTBA
mutuHN? Komu BoHa nyHae, BifuyBa€eTbCs, HEMOB
y kimHati — Hebeca. bor i Xpucroc € Takumm
peasbHIMU, ajIe I iHIMX Trofieit y 6imbir
JOPOCTIOMY Billi I1eit OCBifi MOXKe CTaTy Oi/IbII
ITOBEPXOBUM.

Sk ckasaB crapiitmmna Pivapp JI. EBanc
npu61m3HO 60 pOKiB TOMY, IIUTYIOUN C/IOBA
iHmoi moguan: “barato 3 Hac 3aABIAIOTD, 1O
€ XpUCTUAHAMMY, BTIM MH... HE CTaBUMOCA 10
[Xpucra] cepitosHo... Mu noBaxaemo Voro, ane
He itiemo 3a Hum... Mu unryemo Voro cosa,
aJie He >KMBEMO 32 HUMI . “MU 3aXOIUTI0EMOCS
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How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
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Hum, ase He noknonsiemocs Vomy”

Hackinpky iHImmm Mormo 6y 6y Ty XXUTTA,
AKOM CBiT 1iHyBaB Icyca, a He 3TajjyBaB 4acoM
npo Hporo y cioBHeHiit 6/1r03HipcTBa /IaifIii.

Arte fiiTu mo671ATH VOr0 m0-CrpaBKHbOMY,
i 11 M060B MOYKe MOLIVMPUTUCA i Ha iHIII TXHi
CTOCYHKM Ha irpOBOMY MalfJaHYMKYy XUTTA. K
IIpaBUIO, HABiTh Y HAJIMONIOGUIOMY Billi, HiTV
MOOIATH TaK MMPO, IPOLIAIOTh TAK 0X0Ye i
CMiIOTbCA TaK PafliCHO, IIJ0O MOXKYTb PO3TOIUTH
ceplie HaBiTh HalTHENPUBITHILIOI, HAMICYBOPIlIOI
TIIOSVIHMA.

[To >k, et CMCOK MOYKHA NPOJIOBXKYBATU
i mpomoBxyBatu. Yuctora? [loBipa? BigBara?
HinicHicTb, mpUTaMaHHa IXHbOMY XapaKTepy?

Sl xouy po3noBicTu BaM Ipo CMMPEHHS Iie-
pen boroM, BusAB/IeHe OTHNM 3 MOIX IOHUX, TyKe
JOpOTMX MeHi, Ipy3iB.

5 ciynsa 2025 p. — 91 genb Tomy — IcTony
Happiny >xomni 6yno gapoBane AapoHoBe
CBAILIEHCTBO, i i10r0 6y/I0 BUCBSAYEHO y JUAKOHN
Hepxsu Icyca Xpucra Cearux OcraHHixX [JHiB.

IcToH, cKinbky cebe mam’ATa€, MpisiB po3-
HOCKUTHM IIpndacTa locnofHboi Beuepi. Ane BiH
Iy>ke 60sBCH, 110, BUKOHYIOUN 11e CBSIIEHHEe
CIIy>KiHHA, BiH 3a3Ha€ HeBJadi, 110 BiH BIIaJe, 1110
JI0TO IPOKHUTUMYTb 260 110 BiH 30€HTEeXXUTD
cebe i cBOIO CiMT0.

Piv y Tim, mo IcToH cTpakpae Ha pifkicHe
1 Jy>Ke pyiiHiBHE 3aXBOPIOBAHHA — BPOKEHY
M’A30By guctpodito Yiabpixa. BoHo gemani 6inb-
IlIe CIIOBHIOBAJIO JI0TO I0HE JKUTTS >KaX/IMBUMMU
BUK/IMKaMI, PYJHYIOUYM JI0r0 CIIOfiBaHHA 1 Mpil
mopo MaioytHboro. HeBoBsi BiH HazaBxu
6yzie IPUKYTUM JI0 Kpica KonicHoro. Vloro pizni
He TOBOPATB IIPO Te, 110 YeKa€ Ha HbOTO 3TOJOM.

Y HacTymnHy mic/iA cBOro BUCBSYEHHS He-
mimo IcToH MaB BIepllle pO3HOCUTH IIPUYACTS.

I 1t HBOTO 0COOMCTOI0 MOTHBAIIi€I0 OYIIO Te,
10 BiH MOYKe IIOCTATH 3 IIVIMU CBAIIeHHUMHA
CYMBOJIaMU TIepef CBOiM 6aTbKOM — €EINCKO-
IIOM IIPUXOAY, i migHecTH JioMy ix. Ouikyroun Ha
MO>X/IMBICTb BUKOHATH 1ie 3aBJaHHA, BiH IpOCUB
i 6maras, i puyas, i MonuB, 06 JlOMy TapaHTy-
BaJIy, 110 HiXTO, 30BCIMHIXTOHE HaMaraTuMeTbCs
JIOMY BOTIIOMOTTH). 3 6araTbOX 0COOUCTHX IIPU-
41H jioMy 6y/10 TOTpi6HO 3pO6UTH Iie CaMOCTiil-
HO i 6€3 JOITOMOTA.

ITicra Toro fAK CBAIIEHHUK MEPETIOMUB i
671ar0C/I0BYB X/1i6 — CMMBOJI 37TaMaHOTO Tia
Xpucra — IcToH, Tino Axoro Oyno 3mamaHe
XBOPO60I0, KY/IbTraro4y, MiiliIIoB, 06 B3ATI
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were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving

his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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cporo Tamo. OfHaK Bif mifmorn fomy 360piB Ha
pO3TaIlOBaHy BUIe TPMOYHY Be/IM TPY YMMati
cxonuHKM. To)X, OTpMMaBIIN CBOIO Talllo, BiH
MOTATHYBCSA AKOMOTI'a BUIILE i IOK/IaB TaIIO0 Ha
MOBEePXHIO Haj mopy4yHeM. IloTim, cupgaun Ha
OJJHIiI 3 BEPXHIX CXOJMHOK, BiH IBOMa pyKaMI
HiTATHYB CBOIO IIPaBy HOTY Ha IEPIY CXOAVH-
Ky. IloTiM BiH NiATATHYB CBOIO /TiBYy HOTY Ha Ty
K caMy CXO[IMHKY i TaK i, JOKM, JOKIaBIIN
BENIMKUX 3YCUJIb, HE MIIJHABCA Ha BEPIIMHY CBOEI
0co6uCTOoi TPUCXOAMHKOBOI ropu EBepecr.

ITorim BiH IOCYHYBCA [0 CTiliIK!, TPUMAIO-
YJICh 3a AKY, 3MIl IiABeCTNCh. BiH noBepHyBCA
Hasap, o tani. llle kinbka KpoKiB, i BiH mocTas
mepef EMMCKONOM, CBOIM OATbKOM, SIKHUIT 3 TIOB-
HJIMU CJ1i3 O4MMa i C/IbO3aMI, AKi pACHO KOTU-
JIACS TIO JIOTO JIMITIO0, MaB CTPUMYBATHCH, I[00 He
OOGIHATHU IILOTO TOCKOHAO BiIBAXKHOTO i Bip-
HOTO cMHA. A ICTOH, 3 IO/ETTIEeHHAM | MPOKOIO,
Ha BCe JINIIe, YCMILIKOI0, TAKOX MIr 611 cKasaru:
“SI mpocnaBuB [Moro 6aTbka i] JoBepIINuB... Te
mino, mo [BiH] gaB [M]eHi BukoHaTIn”

Bipa, BipHicTb, uncTOTa, HOBipa, 11aHa i,
3pelITOoI0, M000B 10 6aThKa, AKOMY BiH TaK
xotiB gorogutu. 1i Ta mecATKM iHIINX SIKOCTEN
CITIOHYKAIOTBHACTAKOXK CKa3aTu: “XTO BIIOKO-
PUTBCH, SIK JUTVHA OLis, TOV HAMOiMbIINil y
[TapctBi HebecHim™

Cecrpu, bpatn i pysi, HaitBuIi Micus
Y CIMCKY HAMIIPEKPACHIIINX 3 BiJlOMUX MeHi
KapTuH i pororpadiii, 3aitMarTh 306pakeHHs
HEeMOBJIAT, JIiTel i JoHaKiB Ta [iBYaT, sIKi Taki
K CYMJIiHHI /1 JOPOTOLiHHI, AK Ti, IPO AKMX
MU 3TajlyBajy CbOrofHi. S cBimuy, 1110 BOHM €
obmyussmu Bokoro 11apcTBa, sike mpouBiTae Ha
3eMJIi B YCili i10ro cuii i1 Kpaci.

Tak camo s cBimuy, 110 B CBOI I0HI POKNK
I>xosed Cmit 6auuB Te, 1110, 32 ITOTO CTIOBaMH,
BiH 6a4uB, 1 1[0 BiH TOBOPUB 3 TUMI, 3 KIM, 32
Jioro cmoBamy, BiH ToBOpuB. S cBifuy, 1110 cMU-
penHuit i ynctuii cepuem Paccen M. Henbcon €
BUCBsIYeHNM i 06mapoBannm boxxum nmpopokom i
npoBupLeM. K MoiNHA, KA BCe XKUTTS YATAE, A
cBifuy, o Kunura MopMoHa € HallKOpUCHIIIO0
KHUTOI0 3 YCiX, AKi MEHi KONMCD JOBOANIOCA
YUTATHY, i KIFOYOBJMM KaMEHEM MO€EL CKPOMHOL
oceri y apcTBi, ge 6araro ocenb. 5 cBifuy,

1110 CBAIIEHCTBO i MOIUTBA BifTHOB/IIOIOTH MOE
KUTTS — XPUCTOBE CBAIIEHCTBO i Ballli MOJIUT-
B1L. 41 3Ha10, 10 BCe Iie icTMHA, i CBifdy npo Le
B iM’s1 HaliBipHiIIOroO i HalICMYPEHHINIOTO 3 yCix
Boxxnx cuniB — Anbéu i Omern, Benukoro I €,
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Posir’sitoro, Cifka BipHoro— camoro [ocmoga
Icyca Xpucra, aMiHb.
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