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You are a beloved daughter of God, you are a
cherished son of God, and He has gifted you His
perfect, holy Son.

Gift Giving

Gift giving is a social custom that spans all
cultures, civilisations, and millennia. Through-
out time, people have given gifts to each other
to strengthen relationships, express love and
gratitude, and mark important events like wed-
dings, birthdays, and holidays. And humans are
not the only ones of God’s creations to give gifts
to each other! Among many other examples we
could point to, penguins are known to give shiny
pebbles to their prospective mates, and bonobos
(cousins of the chimpanzee) give fruit to expand
their circle of friendship.

What gifts have you given? Think of a time
when you found—or made—the perfect gift for
someone you love. You just knew the gift was
exactly what this loved one wanted and some-
thing they would treasure. What was the gift?
Was it for your mother? a friend? your child?

a teacher? your grandfather? How did you feel
when you found this gift? How did you feel when
you thought about this person you love opening
the gift? Similarly, when did someone giveyouthe
perfect gift, and what was it like to receive it?

My Father's Gift to Me

When I was about seven years old, living
with my parents in Arabia, a children’s film
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Siz Tanrinin sevgili bir kizisimiz, Tanrinin degerli
bir oglusunuz ve O size miikemmel, kutsal Oglunu
armagan etti.

Armagan Vermek

Armagan vermek, tiim kiiltiirleri, medeniyet-
leri ve binlerce yili kapsayan sosyal bir gelenektir.
Tarih boyunca insanlar iligkileri giiclendirmek,
sevgi ve minnettarlig1 ifade etmek ve diigtinler,
dogum giinleri ve bayramlar gibi 6nemli olaylari
kutlamak i¢in birbirlerine armaganlar verdiler.
Ve Tanrrnin yarattiklar: arasinda birbirlerine
armagan verenler sadece insanlar degildir! Ve-
rilebilecek diger pek ¢ok 6rnek arasinda, pen-
guenlerin miistakbel eslerine parlak ¢akil taslar:
verdikleri ve (sempanzenin kuzenleri) bonobola-
rin arkadaslik ¢evrelerini genisletmek i¢in meyve
verdikleri bilinmektedir.

Sizler ne tiir armaganlar veriyorsunuz?
Sevdiginiz birisi igin miikemmel bir armaga-
n1 buldugunuz veya hazirladiginiz bir zamani
diistiniin. Bu armaganin sevdiginiz kisinin tam
olarak istedigi ve deger verecegi bir sey oldugunu
biliyordunuz. Armagan neydi? Anneniz i¢in miy-
di? Bir arkadasiniz? Cocugunuz? Bir 6gretmen?
Dedeniz i¢in miydi? Bu armagani buldugunuzda
ne hissettiniz? Sevdiginiz kisinin bu armagani
actigini diistindtigiiniizde ne hissettiniz? Ben-
zer sekilde, ne zaman birisisizemiikemmel bir
armagan verdi ve bu armagani almak nasil bir
duyguydu?

Babamin Bana Armagani

Yaklagik yedi yaginda, Arabistanda ailemle
birlikte yasarken,Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (Ugan
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calledChitty Chitty Bang Bangwas released. The
film is about a magical car that can drive itself,
float on water, and even fly! I knew that back
home in England they made a miniature toy car
just like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, and oh, how I
wanted one! You could pull a lever, and the toy
car’s wings would pop out! My father went on a
business trip to England and asked if I wanted
him to bring anything back for me, and I told
him how very much I would like to have one of
those Chitty Chitty Bang Bang cars.

He came back from his trip, and no car ap-
peared. I was very sad and thought he must have
forgotten. But about 10 days later was my birth-
day, and a little package, beautifully wrapped,
was waiting for me. With great anticipation, and
hardly daring to hope too much, I opened the gift
and found my car. I was so happy that I cried. I
pulled the lever, and the wings popped out, just
like the car in the film! How I thanked my father
for this most treasured gift. I played with that car
for years and kept it for many more. I think my
dad loved giving me that car at least as much as I
loved receiving it.

Giving, Accepting and Opening, and
Receiving

We can think of gift giving as having three
parts to it:

Thegivingof the gift, where the giver selects,
makes, or prepares the gift and presents it to the
loved one. This involves thoughtful intention on
the part of the giver to give something meaning-
ful.

Theacceptingandopeningof the gift, when the
recipient accepts the gift from the giver—often
with expressions of surprise, gratitude, and ex-
citement—before opening it, sometimes untying
a bow and unwrapping the package to discover
what the gift is.

And then there is perhaps the most import-
ant part, thereceivingof the gift. To receive a gift
sincerely given is so much more than accept-
ing and then opening it. It is more, even, than
recognising the worth of the gift and expressing
gratitude to the giver. To truly receive a gift, we
come to value it for ourselves, put it to full use in
our lives, and then remember with thankfulness
the giver.

Receiving a gift is not passive but an in-
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Otomobil)adli bir gocuk filmi gosterime girdi.
Film, kendi kendine gidebilen, su tizerinde yiize-
bilen ve hatta ugabilen sihirli bir araba hakkin-
dadur! Ingilterede tipki Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
gibi minyatiir bir oyuncak araba yaptiklarini
biliyordum; ah, nasil da bir tane satin almak isti-
yordum! Bir kolu ¢ektiginizde oyuncak arabanin
kanatlar1 disar1 ¢ikiyordu! Babam Ingiltere’ye bir
is gezisine gitti ve benim igin bir sey getirmesini
isteyip istemedigimi sordu, ben de ona Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang arabalarindan birine sahip
olmayi ne kadar ¢ok istedigimi soyledim.

Yolculuktan dondiigiinde ortada araba yoktu.
Cok tiziilmistiim ve unutmus olabilecegini dii-
sinmistiim. Fakat yaklasik 10 giin sonra dogum
giiniimdii ve giizelce paketlenmis kiigiik bir
paket beni bekliyordu. Biiyiik bir beklentiyle ve
fazla umutlanmaya cesaret edemeyerek armagani
agtim ve arabami buldum. O kadar mutluydum
ki agladim. Kolu ¢ektim ve kanatlar disari firlads,
tipki filmdeki araba gibi! Bu ¢cok degerli arma-
gan icin babama ¢ok tesekkiir ettim. O araba ile
yillarca oynadim ve uzun siire sakladim. Sanirim
babam bana o arabay1 vermeyi, en az benim onu
almayi sevdigim kadar ¢ok seviyordu.

Vermek, Kabul Etmek ve Acip Almak

Armagan vermenin ii¢ boliimden olustugunu
dustinebiliriz:

Armaganinverilmesi, armagani verenin
armagani se¢mesi, yapmasi veya hazirlamasi ve
sevilen kisiye sunmasidir. Bu, anlamli bir sey ver-
mek i¢in veren kisinin diigiinceli bir sekilde niyet
etmesini gerektirir.

Armaganinkabuledilmesi veagilmasi, alicinin
armagani verenden genellikle sagkinlik, minnet-
tarlik ve heyecan ifadeleriyle kabul etmesi, agma-
dan 6nce bazen bir fiyonk ¢6zmesi ve armaganin
ne oldugunu kesfetmek icin paketi agmasidir.

Ve sonra belki de en 6nemli kisim, armaga-
ninalinmasidir. Igtenlikle verilen bir armagani al-
mak, onu kabul edip agmaktan ¢ok daha fazlasi-
dir. Hatta bu, armaganin kiymetini bilmekten ve
armagani verene minnettarligini ifade etmekten
de ote bir seydir. Bir armagani gercekten almak
i¢in, onu kendimiz i¢in degerli gérmeli, onu ha-
yatlarimizda tam anlamiyla kullanmali ve sonra
da armagani vereni sitkranla hatirlamaliy1z.

Armagan almak pasif degil, sadece bir paket
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tentional and meaningful process that goes far
beyond merely opening a package. To receive is
to appreciate and connect with both the gift and
the heart of the giver in a way that strengthens
the bonds between the giver and receiver. Think-
ing of that toy car brings back a host of golden
memories, as I feel once again my father’s deep
love and care for me, represented by that gift and
countless other generous acts.

Our Heavenly Father's Gifts

OurHeavenlyFather has innumerable gifts of
light and truth prepared to shower down on each
of us, His treasured children. They flow from our
Bounteous Giver like a wellspring in the wilder-
ness from His benevolent heart.“Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights”’In our covenant
bond with the Father, He is ever the Giver and we
the humble recipient.

The Greatest of All the Father's Gifts,
Through Which All Others Flow

But we could receive nothing without the
greatest of all the Father’s gifts, His beloved
Lamb, His Son, Jesus Christ. All of our Father’s
gifts flow from and are activated by the Saviour’s
willing offering in Gethsemane and on the cross
and His triumphant Resurrection.Jesus Christ,
our merciful Redeemer, is the supreme gift from
our Father of lights. “In the gift of his Son hath
God prepared [for us] a more excellent way”

One All-Encompassing Gift of Eternal
Truth

I would like to talk about one all-encompass-
ing gift of eternal truth that underpins our ability
to receive all else our Father desires to endow us
with—a vital gift of knowledge that, when fully
accepted and received deep in the soul, contextu-
alises the joys and hardships of life and our unan-
swered questions: It is thatwe really are God’s
children.That truth is breathtaking! Stunning!
And it is not figurative.

Imagine you are hearing this for the first
time! You really are His cherished daughter. You
really are His precious son. And the path you are
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agmanin ¢ok Otesine gecen bilingli ve anlamli bir
stiregtir. Almak, veren ve alan arasindaki baglar1
gliclendirecek sekilde hem armagani hem de
verenin gonliinii takdir etmek ve onlarla baglanti
kurmaktir. O oyuncak arabay1 diigiinmek, baba-
min bana olan derin sevgisini ve ilgisini bir kez
daha hissederken, bu armagan ve sayisiz diger
comert davranislarla temsil edilen bir dizi altin
degerindeki hatiray: geri getirmektedir.

Cennetteki Babamiz'in Armaganlari

CennettekiBabamiz, O'nun degerli ¢o-
cuklari olan her birimizin tizerine yagdirmak
tizere hazirlamis oldugu sayisiz 151k ve hakikat
armaganlarina sahiptir. Bu armaganlar Comert
Verenimizden, O'nun iyiliksever kalbinden ¢olde
bir pinar gibi akarlar.“Her nimet, her mitkem-
mel armagan yukaridan, ... Isiklar Babasrndan
gelir”Baba ile olan antlasma bagimizda, O her
zaman Verendir ve biz algakgoniillii aliciyiz.

Baba'nin Tim Armaganlarinin En BlyU-
gu, Diger Tum Armaganlarin Kaynagi

Ne var ki, Babanin armaganlarinin en bii-
yiigii olan O'nun sevgili Kuzusu, Oglu Isa Mesih
olmadan higbir seyi alamazdik. Babamiz'in tim
armaganlari, Kurtaricrnin Getsemanide, gar-
mihta ve O'nun zafer dolu Dirilisinde goniillii
olarak gerceklestirdigi adagindan kaynaklanir ve
bu adagin araciligiyla etkin hale gelir. Merhametli
Fidye ile Kurtaranimiz Isa Mesih, 1siklarin Ba-
basrndan gelen en yiice armagandir. “Oglunun
armaganityla, Tanr1 [bizim i¢in] daha {stiin bir
yol hazirlad1”

Ebedi Hakikatin Her Seyi Kapsayan Tek
Armagani

Babamiz’in bize bahsetmek istedigi diger
her seyi alma yetenegimizin temelini olustu-
ran, her seyi kapsayan ebedi hakikat armagani
hakkinda konusmak istiyorum. Bu armagan tam
olarak kabul edildiginde ve ruhun derinliklerine
islediginde, hayatin sevinglerini ve zorluklari-
n1 ve cevaplanmamis sorularimizi bir baglama
oturtan hayati bir bilgi armaganidir: Bu da,bizim
gercekten Tanrrnin ¢ocuklar: oldugumuzdur.
Bu hakikat nefes kesicidir! Carpicidir! Ve mecazi
degildir.

Bunu ilk kez duydugunuzu hayal edin! Siz
gergekten O'nun ¢ok deger verdigi kizisiniz. Siz
gercekten O’'nun kiymetli oglusunuz. Ve tizerinde
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on is His plan of happiness. With His omniscient
love, He knows exactly who you were before you
were sent to earthand what you have experienced
so far in your mortal life, and He has mercifully
planned for your every tomorrow. And oh, how
He yearns to one day have you return to Him,

to receive the supreme intent of all His beautiful
gifts, eternal life with Him.

The question is not whether this gift of truth
is real but whether we will discover and receive
it. The gift has already been bestowed upon us by
the Father. The price for the ultimate purpose of
this gift has already been paid by the Saviour. But
if you have been taught this, said this, and sung
this truth for years, maybe theawesome wonderof
it has long since faded and you no longer feel its
power and peace.

If this priceless gift of understanding—and
all the goodness, peace, and hope that flow from
it—is left unaccepted, unopened, and unreceived,
what a terrible loss for us! What a sadness for the
Giver! “For what doth it profit a man if a gift is
bestowed upon him, and he receive not the gift?
Behold, he rejoices not in that which is given
unto him, neither rejoices in him who is the giver
of the gift”

I invite you to receive, either for the first
time or to a greater extent than ever before, the
magnificent realisation that you truly are God’s
beloved child. You must undo the bow, tear oft
the wrapping paper, open the box, and actively
receive with grateful humility a true, pure un-
derstanding of this foundational truth. The Holy
Spirit can bear witness to your heart that you are
indeed a child of the Most High.

When you welcome this majestic reality into
your very soul and feel both the comfort and
the thrill of it, your entire paradigm shifts! You
can feel His love, hear His voice, and recognise
His hand, no matter what is happening, or not
happening, in your life.You can redefine how
you see yourself and others. Your covenant bond
with your Saviour becomes even stronger, and
through the lens of this sweet gift, life takes on
new brilliance, beauty, and hope.

Please, will you pray to understand if you are
truly receiving this transformative knowledge
deep in your soul? Will you please accept the
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bulundugunuz yol, O’nun mutluluk planidir. O,
her seyi bilen sevgisiyle, diinyaya génderilmeden
once kim oldugunuzuve 6liimli hayatinizda sim-
diye kadar neler yasadiginizi tam olarak biliyor
ve her birinizin yarini i¢cin merhametli bir sekilde
planlar yapmaktadir. Ah, O bir giin O’na geri
dénmenizi, O'nun tiim giizel armaganlarinin en
yiice amac1 olan sonsuz yasami O’nunla birlikte
almanizi ne kadar ¢ok arzu ediyor.

Asil soru bu hakikat armaganinin gergek
olup olmadig1 degil, bizim onu kesfedecek ve
kabul edecek olup olmadigimizdir. Bu armagan
bize Baba tarafindan zaten bahsedilmistir. Bu ar-
maganin nihai amacinin bedeli Kurtaric tarafin-
dan zaten 6denmistir. Fakat eger bu size 6gretil-
diyse, bu sdylendiyse ve bu gergek yillarca sarki
sozleriyle dile getirildiyse, belki de bununmiithis
mucizesizamanla solmus ve artik onun giiciinii
ve huzurunu hissetmiyor olabilirsiniz.

Eger bu paha bigilmez anlayis armagani ve
ondan gelen biitiin iyilik, huzur ve umut kabul
edilmeden, acilmadan ve alinmadan birakilirsa,
bizim i¢in ne korkung bir kayip olur! Veren i¢in
ne kadar biiytik bir tizlintdi olur! “Bir kisiye bir
hediye verilir ve o bu hediyeyi kabul etmezse, bu
hediyenin ona ne yarari olur? Iste, kendisine veri-
len hediye i¢in sevinmez ve bu hediyeyi verenden
de hosnut olmaz.”

Sizleri, ya ilk kez ya da daha 6nce hig olma-
dig1 kadar biiyiik bir 6l¢tide, ger¢ekten Tanrrnin
sevgili cocugu oldugunuzun muhtesem farkin-
daligini kabul etmeye davet ediyorum. Fiyongu
¢ozmeli, ambalaj kagidini yirtmali, kutuyu agmal
ve bu temel hakikatin gergek, saf anlayisin1 min-
nettar bir alcakgoniilliiliikle aktif olarak kabul
etmelisiniz. Kutsal Ruh, gercekten de Yiiceler
Yiicesinin bir ¢ocugu oldugunuza dair yiireginize
taniklik edebilir.

Bu gorkemli gergegi ruhunuzun derinlikle-
rinde kabul ettiginizde ve bunun hem tesellisini
hem de heyecanini hissettiginizde, tiim bakis
aciniz degisir! Hayatinizda ne olursa olsun ya da
ne olmuyorsa olsun, O’nun sevgisini hissedebilir,
O’nun sesini duyabilir ve O'nun elini fark edebi-
lirsiniz.Kendinizi ve bagkalarini nasil gérdiigii-
niizii yeniden tanimlayabilirsiniz. Kurtariciniz ile
olan antlagsma baginiz daha da gii¢lenir ve bu tath
armaganin merceginden hayat yeni bir parlaklik,
giizellik ve umut kazanir.

Liitfen, bu doniistiiriicii bilgiyi gercekten de
ruhunuzun derinliklerinde kabul edip etmedigi-
nizi anlamak i¢in dua etmek ister misiniz? Liitfen
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gift? Will you do so more deeply, more freely,
more abundantly than you ever have before—and
in so doing be showered with all of those other
gifts that come with it?

Receiving This Gift of Eternal Truth

You may be wondering, “What do I have
todoto receive this gift from God?” Well, ac-
tually, nothing. It is a gift from the Giver. It is
simply a fact. Just let it in. YouareHis child. You
are beloved of Him. Do not complicate it. Do
not block the receiving of this gift with thoughts
that you are somehow undeserving. The reality
is none of us is “deserving”—all the Father’s gifts
are received only through the merits, mercy, and
grace of the Holy Messiah,but how His generous
heart longs for each of His children to receive
them! Then, as your new or renewed understand-
ing dawns on you, rejoice in thanking the Giver
of this gift.

Since finding my faith in my mid-20s, I have
awakened to the realisation that I truly am a son
of God. The more fully I internalise this gift, the
more keenly I know who I am and how com-
pletely I am loved. Some things that have helped
me grow in understanding are the words of
scripture, my patriarchal blessing, temple wor-
ship, serving others, expressing gratitude, and
sacred prayer with my Father. I marvel at how
earlier sorrow, pain, and grief in my life would
have been reframed, soothed, and much of it
overcome had I known this beautiful truth.

Come unto Christ and Receive

Moroni exhorts us to “deny not the gifts of
God” but to “come unto Christ, and lay hold
upon every good gift”You can come to Christ
with confidence in His loving-kindness and
receive all His gifts of joy, peace, hope, light,
truth, revelation, knowledge, and wisdom—with
your head held high, your arms outstretched,
and your hands open, ready to receive. And you
can receive these gifts because you are secure
and grounded in the knowledge that you are a
beloved daughter of God, you are a cherished son
of God, and He has gifted you His perfect, holy
Son to redeem you, justify you, and sanctify you.
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bu armagani kabul etmek ister misiniz? Bunu
daha 6nce sahip oldugunuzdan daha derin, daha
ozgiir, daha bol bir sekilde yapmak ister misiniz
ve bunu yaparken onunla birlikte gelen tiim diger
armaganlarla dolup tagmak ister misiniz?

Bu Sonsuz Hakikat Armaganini Almak

“Tanrrdan bu armagani almak icin neyap-
mamgerekir?” diye merak ediyor olabilirsiniz.
Aslinda, higbir sey. Bu Verenden gelen bir
armagandir. Bu basit bir ger¢ektir. Bunu anlayip
kabul etmeye ¢alisin. Siz O'nungocugusunuz. Siz
O’nun sevgili gocugusunuz. Bunu karmagik hale
getirmeyin. Bu armagani almayi bir sekilde hak
etmediginizi diigiinerek engellemeyin. Gergek
su ki, hicbirimiz “hak etmiyoruz” Babanin tim
armaganlar1 sadece Kutsal Mesil'in erdemleri,
merhameti ve liitfu araciligiyla alinirbama O’nun
comert yiiregi, O'nun ¢ocuklarinin her birinin
bunlar1 almasini ne kadar da ¢ok arzu eder!
Ardindan, yeni ya da yenilenmis anlayisiniz giin
15181na ciktikga, bu armagani Verene siikrederek
sevinin.

20’li yaslarimin ortalarinda inancimi buldu-
gumdan beri, gercekten de Tanrrnin bir oglu ol-
dugumun farkina vardim. Bu armagani ne kadar
i¢sellestirirsem, kim oldugumu ve ne kadar ¢ok
sevildigimi o kadar derinden anliyorum. Kutsal
yazilarin sozleri, ataerkil kutsamam, tapinak iba-
deti, bagkalarina hizmet etmek, minnettarligimi
ifade etmek ve Babanr'la birlikte kutsal dua etmek
gibi baz1 seyler benim anlayisimin gelismesi-
ne yardimci oldu. Eger bu giizel hakikati daha
onceden bilseydim, hayatimdaki @iziinti, ac1 ve
keder nasil yeniden sekillenir, yatisir ve gogunun
tistesinden nasil gelirdim diye merak ediyorum.

Mesih'e Gelin ve Alin

Moroni bizi “Tanrrnin armaganlarini inkar
[etmemeye,]” tersine “Mesihe [gelmeye] ve her
iyi armagana [sarilmaya]” tesvik eder.Mesih'in
sevgi dolu sefkatine giivenerek O’na gelebilir ve
seving, huzur, umut, 151k, hakikat, vahiy, bilgi ve
bilgelik gibi armaganlarinin hepsini basiniz dik,
kollariniz uzanmis ve elleriniz agik, kabul etmeye
hazir bir gekilde alabilirsiniz. Ve bu armaganlari
alabilirsiniz, ¢iinkii Tanrr'nin sevgili bir kiz1 ol-
dugunuzu, Tanrrnin degerli bir oglu oldugunuzu
ve O’'nun sizi kurtarmak, aklamak ve kutsallastir-
mak i¢in size mitkemmel, kutsal Oglu'nu arma-
gan ettigi bilgisiyle, giivendesiniz ve saglam bir
temele sahipsiniz.
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Youarea child of God. This is not just a nice
song we sing.Will you please accept, open, and
receive this gift of knowledge and understanding
from Him? Will you hold it close as the precious
treasure it is? Re-receive this gift, or perhaps
truly receive it for the very first time, and let it
transform every aspect of your life. This is the
more excellent way God has prepared for you
through the gift of His Son.You really are that
you might have joy!In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Siz Tanrrnin bir¢ocugusunuz. Bu, sadece
soyledigimiz giizel bir sarki degildir.Litfen, O'n-
dan gelen bu bilgi ve anlayis armaganini kabul
edecek, agacak ve alacak misiniz? Onu kiymetli
bir hazine gibi yaninizda tutacak misiniz? Bu
armagani yeniden alin ya da belki de ilk kez
gercekten alin ve hayatinizin her yoniinii de-
gistirmesine izin verin. Bu, Tanr’'nin Oglunun
armagani araciligiyla sizin i¢in hazirladig1 daha
miitkemmel yoldur.Siz gercekten sevinebilmek
i¢in varsiniz!isa Mesih’in adiyla, amin.
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