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The real destination of discipleship is literally to
become as Jesus Christ is.

President Russell M. Nelson recently invited
us to “make our discipleship our highest prior-
ity” That powerful invitation has stirred me to
ponder deeply about my personal discipleship of
Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Is Deliberate

A disciple is a follower or student of another.
Disciples are “apprentices” who devote their lives
to becoming like their teacher. Thus, being a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ implies more than believing
His teachings and doctrine. It even implies more
than acknowledging His divinity and accepting
Him as our Savior and Redeemer, as vitally im-
portant as that is.

President Dallin H. Oaks explained: “Follow-
ing Christ is not a casual or occasional practice.
It is a continuous commitment and way of life
that should guide us at all times and in all plac-
es”Discipleship is a deliberate journey that we
take to become transformed through the Lord’s
atoning sacrifice and His enabling power. The
real destination of discipleship is literally to be-
come as Jesus Christ is—even to the point where
we receive “his image in [our] countenances.”

To be the Lord’s disciples, we must inten-
tionally imitate His thoughts and actions every
day—for example, His obedience, humility, and
patience. As we gradually incorporate these
attributes into our own identities, we become
“partakers of [His] divine nature” This emula-
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Ogrenciligin gercek hedefi, kelimenin tam anla-
muyla Isa Mesil'in oldugu gibi olmaktr,

Bagkan Russell M. Nelson kisa siire 6nce bizi
“6grenciligimizi en yiiksek 6nceligimiz haline
getirmeye” davet etti.Bu giiclii davet, Isa Mesihe
olan kisisel 6grenciligim hakkinda derinlemesine
diisinmem i¢in beni harekete gecirdi.

Ogrencilik Bilingli Bir Sekilde Yapilir

Bir 6grenci, bir bagkasinin takipgisi veya
talebesidir.Ogrenciler, hayatlarini 6gretmenleri
gibi olmaya adayan “ciraklardir” Bu nedenle, Isa
Mesil'in bir 6grencisi olmak, O’nun 6grettikleri-
ne ve Ogretilerine inanmaktan daha fazlasini ifa-
de eder. Hatta, O’nun ilahiligini kabul etmekten
ve O'nu Kurtaricimiz ve Fidye ile Kurtaranimiz
olarak kabul etmekten daha fazlasini ifade eder
ki bu hayati derecede 6nemlidir.

Bagkan Dallin H. Oaks soyle acikladi: “Me-
sil’i takip etmek siradan ya da ara sira yapilan
bir uygulama degildir. Bu, bize her zaman ve her
yerde rehberlik etmesi gereken stirekli bir baglilik
ve hayat seklidir”Ogrencilik, Rab’bin kefaret
amactyla kurban olusu ve O'nun miimkiin kilan
glicii araciligryla dontismek i¢in ¢iktigimiz biling-
li bir yolculuktur. Ogrenciligin gercek hedefi,
kelimenin tam anlamiyla Isa Mesih’in oldugu gibi
olmaktir, hatta “O’nun goriintisiinii [ytiziimiizde]
gorebildigimiz noktaya kadar.

Rab’bin 6grencileri olmak i¢in, O’nun itaat-
karligi, alcakgoniillilligii ve sabri gibi seyleri iste-
yerek her giin O'nun diisiincelerini ve davranis-
larini 6rnek almaliyiz. Bu nitelikleri yavas yavas
kendi kimliklerimize dahil ettikce, “[O’nun] ilahi
dogasinin ortaklar1” oluruz.Kurtaricrnin karak-
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tion of the Savior’s character is at the heart of
worshipping Him. As President Nelson taught,
“Our adoration of Jesus is best expressed by our
emulation of Jesus.”

The Sign of True Discipleship

Of all the many divine attributes of Jesus
Christ we are to emulate, one stands preeminent
and embodies all others. That attribute is His
pure love, or charity. Both the prophet Mormon
and the Apostle Paul remind us that without
charity, “[we] are nothing”Or, as revealed to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, without “charity, [we]
candonothing”

The Savior Himself identified love as a mark
or sign by which His true disciples would be
recognized when He declared:

“A new commandment I give unto you, That
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.

“Bythis shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another”

Charity is a rich concept that can be diffi-
cult to define but is easily perceived by all who
are touched by it.Preach My Gospelteaches that
“charity, like faith, leads to action”Indeed, charity
may be described as “love in action.” This de-
scription provides great insight into the summa-
ry statement of the Savior’s life—He “went about
doing good.”

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should seek
to emulate the way our Master demonstrated His
pure love for others. Although the Savior mani-
fests charity in many ways, I would like to call at-
tention to three particular patterns of His charity
that are readily seen in His true disciples.

Charity Is Showing Compassion

First, the Savior showed charity by being
compassionate. During His ministry among the
Nephites, as recorded in the Book of Mormon,
the Lord invited the people to return home and
ponder on the things He had taught and to pre-
pare for His return the following day.The record
then states:

“They were in tears, and did look steadfastly
upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a little
longer with them.
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terine benzemeye ¢aligmak, O’na ibadet etmenin
oziidiir. Bagkan Nelson'in dgrettigi gibi, “Isa’ya
olan hayranhigimiz en iyi sekilde Isa’ya benzeme-
mizle ifade edilir”

Gercek Ogrenciligin isareti

Isa Mesih’in benzememiz gereken pek ¢ok
ilahi niteliginden bir tanesi en 6nde gelir ve diger
tiim nitelikleri biinyesinde barindirir. Bu nite-
lik, O’nun saf sevgisi veya ilahi sevgisidir. Hem
Mormon peygamber hem de Havari Pavlus bize
ilahi sevgi olmadan “[bizim] bir hi¢ [oldugumu-
zu]” hatirlatir.Ya da Peygamber Joseph Smithe
bildirildigi gibi, “ilahi [sevgimiz] yoksa, hicbir
sey[yapamayiz]”

Kurtaricrnin Kendisi sevgiyi, gercek 6grenci-
lerinin taninacaklari bir simge ya da isaret olarak
tanimladi ve sunu belirtti:

“Size yeni bir buyruk veriyorum: Birbirinizi
sevin. Sizi sevdigim gibi siz de birbirinizi sevin.

“Birbirinize sevginiz olursa,herkes bununla
benim 6grencilerim oldugunuzu anlayacaktir”

Ilahi sevgi, tanimlanmast zor olabilen fakat
dokundugu herkes tarafindan kolayca algilanan
zengin bir kavramdir.Sevindirici Haberimi Vaaz
Edinkitab1 “iman gibi ilahi sevginin de eyleme
yonlendirdigini” 6gretir.Gergekten de, ilahi sevgi
“eylem halindeki sevgi” olarak tanimlanabilir.

Bu agiklama, Kurtaricrnin hayatinin 6zet ifadesi
hakkinda harika bir fikir verir. O, “her yan1 dola-
sarak iyilik [yapiyordu].

Isa Mesih’in takipgileri olarak, Usta Ogret-
menimiz’in saf sevgisini bagkalarina gosterme
seklini 6rnek almaya ¢alismaliy1z. Kurtarici ilahi
sevgiyi bircok sekilde gosterse de, O’nun gergek
ogrencilerinde kolayca goriilen ii¢ 6zel ilahi sevgi
ornegine dikkat cekmek istiyorum.

llahi Sevgi Sefkat Gostermektir

Birincisi, Kurtarici sefkatli davranarak ilahi
sevgi gosterdi. Mormon Kitabrnda kaydedildigi
gibi, Nefililer arasindaki hizmeti sirasinda Rab,
halk: evlerine déonmeye ve 6gretmis oldugu sey-
ler tizerinde derinlemesine diisiinmeye ve O'nun
ertesi giinkii dontisiine hazirlanmaya davet etti.
Kayitlar daha sonra soyle belirtir:

“Onlarin gozyaslar1 i¢inde olduklarini ve
sanki kendileriyle biraz daha kalmasini istiyor-
larmis gibi gozlerini kirpmadan O’na baktiklarini
gordii.
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“And he said unto them: Behold, my bowels
are filled with compassion towards you.”

Compassion is the portion of charity that
seeks to alleviate suffering.Filled with com-
passion, the Lord healed the sick and afflicted
among the people. Afterward, He blessed their
children while angels descended from heaven
and surrounded them.He performed these ten-
der, loving acts, and many more, because He was
“moved with compassion.”

While serving as a young missionary in
South America, I likewise benefited from the
compassion of a dear friend. One evening while
I was driving with my companion to the home
of our mission president, a young man on a
bicycle turned suddenly in front of the vehicle.

It happened so quickly that I could not avoid the
collision. Tragically, this young man was killed
by the impact. I was devastated over the loss of
his life. Terrified and in shock as the awful reality
of what had just occurred crashed down upon
me, I was taken to jail and locked up.I have never
felt more frightened and alone. I was filled with
despair and fear that I would be imprisoned for
the rest of my life.

A fellow missionary, Elder Brian Koche-
var, learned of the accident and was moved by
compassion. He came to the jail and pled with
the officers to be allowed to stay with me in the
cell so that I would not be alone. Miraculously,
they agreed. To this day, I feel profound gratitude
for this disciple’s act of Christlike love, which
calmed, comforted, and consoled me during the
greatest moment of distress in my life.His chari-
table compassion was a telling sign of his disci-
pleship. As President Nelson observed, “One of
the easiest ways to identify atrue followerof Jesus
Christ is how compassionately that person treats
other people”

Charity Is Ministering to Unspoken
Needs

Another example of how the Savior demon-
strates His love is through His observance of and
ministry to the unspoken needs of others. To the
man who had been lame for 38 years with no
one to help him, the Lord made him whole and
encouraged him to live righteously.To the woman
caught in adultery, He offered hope and comfort
rather than condemnation.For the man with
paralysis who was lowered from the roof, the
Lord offered forgiveness of sins, not just healing
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“Ve onlara sdyle dedi: Iste, size kars1 yiiregim
[sefkatle] dolu”

Sefkat, ilahi sevginin acilar1 hafifletme-
yi amaglayan kismidir.$efkatle dolu olan Rab,
halkin arasinda hasta ve dertli olanlara sifa verdi.
Daha sonra, melekler gokten inip onlarin etrafini
sararken, onlarin ¢ocuklarini kutsadi.O, bu na-
zik, sevgi dolu davranislar1 ve daha pek ¢ok seyi
“sefkatle duygulandig1” icin yapt1.

Giiney Amerikada geng bir gorevli olarak
hizmet ederken, ben de ayni sekilde sevgili bir
arkadasimin sefkatinden yararlandim. Bir aksam
yoldasimla beraber gérev bolgesi bagkanimizin
evine giderken, bisikletli gen¢ bir adam aniden
aracin oniine dondii. O kadar hizli oldu ki, ¢ar-
pismay1 onleyemedim. Trajik bir sekilde, bu geng
adam ¢arpmanin etkisiyle 6ldii. Hayatin1 kaybet-
mesinin biiyiik Giziintiisiinii yasadim. Az 6nce
olanlarin korkung gercekligi tizerime ¢oktiigiinde
dehsete kapildim ve soka girdim, hapse atildim
ve kilit altina alindim.Kendimi hi¢ bu kadar
korkmus ve yalniz hissetmemistim. Umutsuzluk-
la doluydum ve hayatimin geri kalanini hapiste
gecirecegim korkusuyla doluydum.

Bir gorevli arkadagim, Yash Brian Kochevar,
kazay1 6grendi ve sefkatle duygulandi. Hapisha-
neye geldi ve yalniz kalmamam amaciyla hiicrede
benimle kalmasina izin verilmesi i¢in memurlara
yalvardi. Mucizevi bir sekilde bu teklifi kabul et-
tiler. Bugiine kadar, hayatimdaki en biiyiik sikint1
aninda beni sakinlestiren, teselli eden ve rahat-
latan bu 6grencinin Mesihe benzer sevgi eylemi
i¢in derin minnettarlik hissediyorum.O’nun ilahi
sevgi dolu sefkati, 6grenciliginin 6nemli bir isa-
retiydi. Bagkan Russell M. Nelson'in gozlemledigi
gibi: “Isa Mesih’ingergek bir takipgisinitanimanin
en kolay yollarindan biri, o kisinin diger insanla-
ra ne kadar sefkatli davrandigidir”

lahi Sevgi, Séylenmeyen ihtiyaclara
Hizmet Etmektir

Kurtaricrnin sevgisini nasil gosterdiginin bir
baska 6rnegi de bagkalarinin dile getirilmemis
ihtiyaglarina dikkat etmesi ve bu ihtiyaglar1 kar-
silamak i¢in yaptig1 hizmettir. 38 yildir yiirtime
engelli olan ve ona yardim edecek hi¢ kimsesi
olmayan adami, Rab ayaga kaldirdi ve dogru bir
sekilde yasamasi i¢in tegvik etti.Zina yaparken
yakalanan kadina, su¢lama yerine umut ve teselli
sundu.Catidan indirilen fel¢li adam i¢in, Rab
sadece bedenin iyilesmesini degil, giinahlarin da
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of body.

When I was called to serve as a bishop, our
six young children made sacrament meetings
challenging for my wife, Cristin, who had to
manage them alone while I sat on the stand.

As you may imagine, our children were often
less than reverent. Noticing her situation, two
members of our ward, John and Debbie Benich,
began sitting with her each Sunday to help. Their
kindness continued for years, and they became
surrogate grandparents to our family. Like the
Lord, these disciples had noticed the unspoken
need and acted in love—a prominent sign of
their discipleship.

Charity Is Helping Others Along the
Covenant Path

Lastly, the Savior’s perfect love is focused on
enabling all of God’s children to fulfill our divine
potential that we may “partake of his salvation,
and the power of his redemption”’As we become
more like our Master, our desire to help our
brothers and sisters along the covenant path will
naturally increase.

For instance, we can uplift and befriend
those who feel offended or forgotten, help those
who are new to our congregation feel welcome,
or invite friends to worship with us at sacrament
meeting—perhaps this coming Easter. There are
countless ways to encourage and assist others in
their progression if we deliberately and prayer-
fully seek heaven’s help to have eyes to seeand a
heart to feel how Jesus Christ sees and feels for
them.

Helping others along their covenant path
may take the form of an unconventional act
of service. As an example, during my current
assignment in the Philippines, I learned of the
Agamata family. They were baptized in 2023, and
then they eagerly set a date to be sealed as a fam-
ily in the nearby Urdaneta Philippines Temple.
However, just before the family’s appointment,
several typhoons struck the region. Brother Aga-
mata, a rice farmer, was unable to plant his crops
during the harsh storms. When the tempests
finally passed, he needed to quickly plant the rice
while the ground was soaked with water—ideal
conditions for planting. Sadly, the temple trip
would have to be postponed.
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bagislanmasini sundu.

Gozetmen olarak hizmete gagrildigimda, alt1
kiigitk gocugumuz, ben kiirsiide otururken onlar1
tek basina idare etmek zorunda kalan esim Cris-
tin icin Rab’bin sofrasi toplantilarini zorlastiri-
yordu. Tahmin edebileceginiz gibi, gocuklarimiz
genellikle pek saygili degillerdi. Onun durumunu
fark eden mahallemizin iki tiyesi, John ve Debbie
Benich, yardim etmek i¢in her pazar esimle otur-
maya basladilar. Nezaketleri yillarca devam etti
ve ailemizin adeta dedesi ve ninesi oldular. Tipki
Rab gibi, bu 6grenciler de dile getirilmeyen bir
ihtiyaci fark etmislerdi ve 6grenciliklerinin belir-
gin bir isareti olarak sevgiyle hareket etmislerdi.

ilahi Sevgi, Antlasma Yolunda Baskalari-
na Yardim Etmektir

Son olarak, Kurtaric'nin mitkemmel sevgisi,
“O’nun kurtarigini ve fidye ile kurtaris gliciinii
[paylasmamiz]” i¢in Tanrr'nin tiim ¢ocuklarinin
ilahi potansiyelini gerceklestirmelerini saglamaya
odaklanmistir.Ogretmenimize daha ¢ok benze-
dikee, antlasma yolunda kardeslerimize yardim
etme arzumuz dogal olarak artacaktir.

Ornegin, giicenmis ya da unutulmus his-
sedenlere moral verebilir ve onlarla arkadas
olabiliriz, aramiza yeni katilanlarin hos karsilan-
diklarini hissetmelerine yardimci olabiliriz ya
da arkadagslarimizi Rab’bin sofrasi toplantisinda,
belki de 6ntimiizdeki Dirilis Bayramrnda bizimle
birlikte ibadet etmeye davet edebiliriz. Eger Isa
Mesih'in onlar1 nasil gérdiigiinii ve onlar i¢in
nasil hissettigini gorecek gozlereve hissedecek
bir kalbe sahip olmak i¢in bilingli bir sekilde dua
ederek cennetin yardimini ararsak, bagkalarini
gelismelerinde cesaretlendirmenin ve yardimci
olmanin sayisiz yolunu buluruz.

Bagkalarina antlasma yollarinda yardim
etmek, alisilmigin disinda bir hizmet eylemi
seklinde olabilir. Ornek olarak, Filipinlerdeki
mevcut gorevim sirasinda Agamata ailesi hakkin-
da 6grendim. 2023’te vaftiz oldular ve ardindan
hevesle yakindaki Urdaneta Filipinler Tapina-
grnda bir aile olarak mithiirlenmek i¢in bir tarih
belirlediler. Fakat, ailenin randevusundan hemen
once, bolgeyi birkag tayfun vurdu. Bir piring
giftcisi olan Kardes Agamata, siddetli firtinalar
sirasinda ekinlerini ekemedi. Firtina nihayet
dindiginde, toprak suyla 1slanmisken, yani ekim
i¢in ideal kosullar varken, pirinci hizla ekmesi
gerekiyordu. Ne yazik ki, tapinak gezisi ertelen-
mek zorunda kalacakti.
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Two disciples, Elder and Sister Cauilan,
along with three young service missionaries,
heard of the Agamata family’s struggle and of-
fered help despite having no farming experience.
Working under the blistering sun, they helped
plant the seedlings, allowing the Agamatas to
complete their task and attend their temple
sealing as scheduled. Elder Cauilan observed that
“[the Agamatas’] countenances glowed as we saw
them dressed in white in the house of the Lord.
The joy we felt ministering to the one is a joy
beyond compare!”

The Agamatas now enjoy the rich blessings
of being sealed as an eternal family because a few
tellow disciples who were filled with charity—a
sign of their discipleship—determined to help
their brothers and sisters forward along their
covenant path.

Brothers and sisters, discipleship of Jesus
Christ is the only way to obtain enduring happi-
ness. It is a path filled with deliberate and pur-
poseful acts of love toward others. While the path
of discipleship may be difficult and challenging,
and while at times we may struggle and fall short,
we can take comfort that God is mindful of us
and yearns to help us every time we try. Isaiah re-
minds us that “God will hold [our] hand, saying
..., Fear not; I will help thee”

With this assurance from our Father in
Heaven in mind, I earnestly pray that we may fol-
low President Nelson’s invitation to prioritize our
discipleship. May we “pray unto the Father with
all the energy of heart” to “be filled with this love,
which he hath bestowed upon all who are true
followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; ... that when
he shall appear we shall be like him”because we
will carry a sign of true discipleship, which is
“charity ... the pure love of Christ”

I testify that Jesus Christ is our living, glori-
ous Savior, Redeemer, Exemplar, and Friend. In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Iki 6grenci, Yasl ve Kizkardes Cauilan ve iig
geng hizmet gorevlisi, Agamata ailesinin miica-
delesini duydular ve ciftcilik tecriibeleri olma-
masina ragmen yardim teklif ettiler. Kavurucu
glinesin altinda ¢alisarak, fidelerin dikilmesine
yardimci oldular ve Agamatalar’in gorevlerini
tamamlamalarina ve planlandig: gibi tapinak
mithiirlemelerine katilmalarina olanak sagladilar.
Yash Cauilan su gézlemde bulundu: “[Agama-
talar1] Rab’bin evinde beyazlar iginde gordii-
glimiizde yiizleri parliyordu. Bir kisiye hizmet
ederken hissettigimiz seving kiyaslanamayacak
kadar biiyiik bir sevingtir!”

Agamatalar simdi sonsuz bir aile olarak
mithiirlenmenin zengin nimetlerinin tadini
cikariyorlar, ¢linkii 6grenciliklerinin bir isareti
olan ilahi sevgiyle dolu birka¢ 6grenci arkadas,
kardeslerine antlagma yollarinda ilerlemeleri igin
yardim etmeye kararliydilar.

Kardeslerim, Isa Mesihe olan 6grencilik,
sonsuz mutlulugu elde etmenin tek yoludur. Bu,
baskalarina yonelik bilingli ve amag odakli sevgi
eylemleriyle dolu bir yoldur. Ogrenciligin yolu
zor ve cetin olsa da ve zaman zaman miicadele
ederken yetersiz kalsak da, Tanrrnin bizi diisiin-
diigti ve her denedigimizde bize yardim etmek
i¢in can attigini bilmek bize teselli verebilir. Yesa-
ya bize sunu hatirlatir: “[Tanri elimizi tutacak ve
soyle diyecek,] ‘Korkma, sana yardim edecegim.”

Cennetteki Babamizdan gelen bu giivenceyi
aklimizda tutarak, Bagkan Nelson'in 6grenciligi-
mize 6ncelik verme davetini takip edebilmemiz
icin igtenlikle dua ediyorum. “Oglu Isa Mesih'in
sadik taraftarlarina bagisladig: bu sevgiyle [dol-
mak]” i¢in “[yliregimizdeki] biitiin giicle Baba’ya
dua [edelim] ... dyle ki O goriindiigii zaman biz
de O’nun gibi [olalim],¢linkii gercek 6grenciligin
isareti olan “ilahi sevgi, Mesih'in saf [sevgisini]”
bizler tagiyacagiz.

Taniklik ederim ki, Isa Mesih bizim yasayan
gorkemli Kurtaricimiz, Fidye ile Kurtaranimiz,
Ornegimiz ve Dostumuzdur. isa Mesih’in adiyla,
amin.
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