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As we bind ourselves to act as covenant disciples,
our relationship with the Father and Son is en-
riched, our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspec-
tive expanded.

One day in 2023, Uyanga Altansukh was at
work in the northern Mongolian city of Darkhan
when the Mongolian mission president entered
her workplace. In her words:

“I saw him and thought he had this bright
light in his countenance. He was very kind and
fun to those around him, and I felt warmth.
Before he left, I asked him some questions. A few
days later, he came into my work again and asked
it I could attend his church. I thought it might be
helpful. I was worried for my children’ future, as
society seemed to be full of stress and darkness.

I wanted my children to be like this man with a
light in their countenance, spreading joy to oth-
ers around them.

“One day the missionaries taught us the law
of tithing. My children said with excitement,

‘We must pay our tithing, Mom. I could see my
children’s faith at that moment. Before I joined
the Church, I watched general conference and
listened to President Russell M. Nelson speak.
He announced new temples all over the world
and said that a new temple would be built in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. I rejoiced and shed tears,
even though I did not understand why. With this
joy, I could tell that my faith and testimony were
growing.”

Uyanga, like millions of others, is part of the
great gathering of Israel in preparation for the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. She has begun
her journey along the covenant path and has be-
come a disciple of Christ. What does it mean to
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Antlasma 6grencileri olarak hareket etmek igin
kendimizi adadigimizda, kapasitemiz ne olursa
olsun, Baba ve Ogul ile olan iliskimiz zenginlesir,
sevincimiz artar ve sonsuz bakis agimiz genisler.

2023 yilinda bir giin, Uyanga Altansukh,
Mogolistan'in kuzeyindeki Darkhan kentinde
isteyken, Mogolistan gorev bolgesi bagkan1 onun
isyerine geldi. Kendi sozleriyle,

“Onu gérdiim ve yiiziinde parlak bir 151k
oldugunu diisiindiim. Etrafindakilere kars: ¢cok
nazik ve neseliydi ve icimde bir sicaklik hisset-
tim. Ayrilmadan 6nce ona bazi sorular sordum.
Birkag giin sonra tekrar is yerime geldi ve onun
gittigi kiliseye gelip gelemeyecegimi sordu.
Faydali olabilecegini diisiindiim. Cocuklarimin
gelecegi i¢in endiseliydim, ¢iinki toplum stres ve
karanlikla dolu goriintiyordu. Cocuklarimin da
bu adam gibi yiizlerinde 151k olan, etraflarindaki-
lere seving yayan insanlar olmalarini istedim.

“Bir giin gorevliler bize ondalik yasasini
ogrettiler. Cocuklarim heyecanla, ‘Ondaligimiz1
6demeliyiz anne’ dediler. O anda ¢ocuklarimin
inancini gorebiliyordum. Kilise'ye katilmadan
once genel konferansi izledim ve Bagkan Russell
M. Nelson'n konusmasini dinledim. Diinyanin
her yerinde yeni tapinaklar yapilacagini duyur-
du ve Mogolistan'n Ulan Batur kentinde yeni
bir tapinak insa edilecegini séyledi. Nedenini
anlamasam da sevindim ve gozyast doktiim. Bu
sevingle birlikte inancimin ve tanikligimin artti-
gin1 soyleyebilirim.”

Uyanga, diger milyonlarca kisi gibi, Isa
Mesib'in Ikinci Gelisine hazirlik olarak Israil'in
biiyiik toplanisinin bir pargasidir. Bu kadin ant-
lagma yolundaki yolculuguna basladi ve Mesih'in
bir 6grencisi oldu. Mesih’in 6grencisi olmak ne
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be a disciple of Christ? I appreciate the Japanese
word for disciple—deshi—demeaning younger
brother, andshimeaning child.

Jesus Christ declared, “I was in the beginning
with the Father, and am the Firstborn.”Because
ofwhoHeisandwhatHe hasdone, we worship
Him, we revere Him, we give glory to Him, and
we follow Him. Christ has redeemed us,and we
are forever grateful for His infinite and atoning
sacrifice.

We have a Heavenly Father, who loves us
as His children. His love for us is perfect. Jesus
Christ and His mission illustrate God’s love for
us. As John wrote, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life”

In our quest to understand what we do not
know, we might sometimes rely on our familiar
mortal experiences, or things wedoknow. For
example, we can learn somewhat of God the
Father through our own parenthood and mor-
tal family relationships. However, we should be
careful in applying these comparisons too far in
our attempt to understand our Heavenly Father.
The attributes of God the Father transcend any-
less-than-perfectattributes of a fallen man. God
the Father is the perfect Father. He is perfectly
loving, kind, patient, and understanding and is
perfectly glorious. We can trust Him perfectly.
The love of Christ reflects the love of God the
Father and is a representation of that love.

Jesus Christ is both the example and the
means.InChrist, we can understand better the
perfect attributes of the Father and His plan.
ThroughChrist, we are given the enabling power
to overcome the tendencies of natural men and
women so that we might become more like the
Father.

Just like our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ is
perfectly merciful and just. These divine attri-
butes of justice and mercy are not in opposition.
They are complementary. Both justice and mercy
illustrate God’s perfect love for His children.

We can trust God the Father and Jesus Christ
because They are just and fair with all of us.

God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, are
perfectly aligned in purpose and love. Because
God and Jesus Christ love us, we are given the
opportunity and privilege as true disciples to
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demektir? Japoncada 6grenci anlamina gelen
ifadeyi takdir ediyorum.Deshi—dekiigiik erkek
kardes veshiise cocuk anlamina gelir.

Isa Mesih sdyle bildirdi, “Ben baglangigta
Baba ile beraberdim ve Ik Dogan’im”O’'nun-
kimolduguveyaptiklarinedeniyle, O'na kulluk
ederiz, O’na sayg1 duyariz, O'nu yiiceltiriz ve
O’nu takip ederiz. Mesih bizi fidye ile kurtards;-
biz O’nun sonsuz kurbanlig1 ve kefaret amaciyla
kurban olusu icin sonsuza dek minnettariz.

Bizi ¢ocuklar1 gibi seven bir Goksel Baba-
miz var. O'nun bize olan sevgisi miikemmeldir.
Isa Mesih ve O’'nun gérevi, Tanr'nin bize olan
sevgisini gostermektedir. Yuhanna'nin yazdigi
gibi, “Ciinkii Tanr1 diinyay: o kadar ¢ok sevdi ki,
biricik Oglu'nu verdi. Oyle ki, O’'na iman eden-
lerin hicbiri mahvolmasin, hepsi sonsuz yasama
kavugsun.”

Bilmedigimiz seyleri anlama arayisimizda,
bazen bildigimiz 6liimli hayattaki tecriibelerimi-
ze ya dabildigimizseylere giivenebiliriz. Ornegin,
kendi ebeveynligimiz ve 6liimlii hayattaki aile
iligkilerimiz araciligryla Tanr1 Baba hakkinda bir
seyler 6grenebiliriz. Fakat, Cennetteki Babamiz1
anlama cabamizda bu karsilastirmalari ¢ok ileri
gotiirme konusunda dikkatli olmaliyiz. Tanr1 Ba-
banin nitelikleri, diigmiis bir insaninmitkemmel
olmayanniteliklerini asar. Tanr1 Baba mitkemmel
Babadir. O miikemmel bir sekilde sevgi dolu,
nazik, sabirli, anlayish ve miikemmel bir sekilde
gorkemlidir. O’na mitkemmel bir sekilde giivene-
biliriz. Mesih'in sevgisi, Tanr1 Babanin sevgisini
yansitir ve bu sevginin bir temsilidir.

Isa Mesih, hem bizim 6rnegimiz hem de
aracimizdir.Mesih’te, Babanin ve O’nun planinin
mitkemmel niteliklerini daha iyi anlayabiliriz.
Mesil'inaraciligiyla, Baba’ya daha ¢ok benzeye-
bilmemiz i¢in dogal erkek ve kadin egilimlerinin
tistesinden gelmemizi saglayan gii¢ bize verilmis-
tir.

Tipki Cennetteki Babamiz gibi, isa Mesih
de miikemmel bir sekilde merhametli ve adildir.
Adalet ve merhamet gibi bu ilahi nitelikler bir-
birinin zitt1 degildir. Bunlar birbirini tamamlar.
Hem adalet hem de merhamet, Tanr’'nin ¢ocuk-
larina olan mitkemmel sevgisini gosterir. Tanr1
Baba'ya ve Isa Mesihe giivenebiliriz, ¢iinkii onlar
hepimize kars1 adil ve esittirler.

Tanr1 Baba ve Oglu Isa Mesih, amag ve
sevgide mitkemmel bir uyum i¢indedirler. Tanr1
ve [sa Mesih bizi sevdigi icin, gercek 6grenciler
olarak bize Onlar’la antlagmalar yapma firsat1 ve
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make covenants with Them. By our doing so, our
relationship with Christ is expanded: “And now,
because of the covenant which ye have made ye
shall be called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath
spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your
hearts are changed through faith on his name;
therefore, ye are born of him and have become
his sons and his daughters”

As disciples, when we make and keep sacred
covenants, we are blessed with spiritual power.
We are connected to Christ and God the Father
in a special relationship and can experience Their
love and joy in a measure reserved for those who
have made and kept covenants.Our ability to
sense a full measure of God’s love, or to contin-
ue in His love, is contingent upon our righteous
desires and actions.

InJohn chapter 15, verse 9, we read, “As
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.”
Andthenwe are given an invitation: “Continue ye
in my love.”

In thenext verse, we are given the way to con-
tinue in His love: “If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love”

We then see the purpose of keeping the
commandments inverse 11: “These things have
I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full”

Through true covenant discipleship, we can
begin to understand better the nature of God and
the joy that He wants all of His children to ex-
perience. We can also begin to understand some
principles that at first might seem confusing. For
example, how can God have a fulness of joy when
some of His children are suffering so much? The
answer lies in God’s perfect perspective and in
His perfect plan. He sees us from the beginning
to our glorious potential future. He has provided
a way, through His Son, Jesus Christ, for all of us,
His children, to overcome the pains, suffering,
sins, guilt, and loneliness of our mortality.God
has provided for us the way and the choice.

Examples of those who have experienced
joy through discipleship might help us to better
understand this concept. Perhaps you have heard
the phrase that we are only as happy as our most
unhappy child. I have seen that this does not
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ayricalig1 verilmistir. Bunu yaptigimizda Mesih'le
olan iliskimiz genisler: “Ve simdji, yaptiginiz bu
antlasmadan dolayy, sizler Mesih'in gocuklari,
O’nun ogullar ve kizlari olarak ¢agrilacaksiniz;
¢iinkii iste, bugiin O sizin manevi babaniz oldu;
giinkii siz O’nun adina inanmakla yiireklerinizin
degistigini soylityorsunuz; bu ylizden O’'ndan
dogarak, O’'nun ogullari ve kizlar1 oldunuz”

Ogrenciler olarak, kutsal antlagmalar yap-
tigimizda ve bunlara bagli kaldigimizda, ruhsal
giicle kutsaniriz. Mesihe ve Tanr1 Baba'ya 6zel bir
iliskiyle bagliy1z ve Onlar’in sevgisini ve sevin-
cini, antlagmalar yapan ve antlasmalara bagl
kalanlara 6zgii bir dl¢iide tecriibe edebiliriz.
Tanrrnin sevgisini tam olarak hissedebilme veya
O’nun sevgisinde kalabilme kabiliyetimiz, dogru
arzularimiza ve eylemlerimize baghdir.

Yuhanna, 15. boliim, 9. ayettesunu okuruz:
“Babanin beni sevdigi gibi, ben de sizi sevdim.”
Vesonrabize bir davet verilir, “Benim sevgimde
kalin”

Bir sonraki ayette, O'nun sevgisinde kalma-
miz igin bize yol gosterilir: “Eger buyruklarimi
yerine getirirseniz sevgimde kalirsiniz, tipki be-
nim de Babam’in buyruklarini yerine getirdigim
ve sevgisinde kaldigim gibi”

Daha sonrall. ayetteemirleri yerine getir-
menin amacini goriiriiz: “Bunlari size, sevincim
sizde olsun ve sevinciniz tamamlansin diye
soyledim.”

Gergek antlasma 6grenciligi araciligiyla,
Tanrrnin dogasini ve O'nun tiim ¢ocuklarinin
tecriibe etmesini istedigi sevinci daha iyi anla-
maya baslayabiliriz. Ilk bakista kafa karistirici
gibi goriinen bazi ilkeleri de anlamaya baslayabi-
liriz. Ornegin, Tanrrnin ¢ocuklarindan bazilar:
bu kadar ¢ok ac1 ¢ekerken, Tanr1 nasil seving
dolu olabilir? Cevap, Tanrrnin mitkemmel bakis
agisinda ve O'nun miikemmel planinda yatar. O,
bizi baslangictan baslayarak gorkemli potansi-
yel gelecegimize kadar gériir. O, Oglu Isa Mesih
araciligryla hepimize, biz gocuklarina, 6liimli
hayatimizin acilarini, 1zdiraplarini, giinahlariny,
sugluluk duygusunu ve yalnizligini yenmek igin
bir yol sagladi. Tanr1 bize bir yol ve secenekler
saglamistir.

Ogrencilik sayesinde seving yasamis olanla-
rin 6rnekleri, bu kavrami daha iyi anlamamiza
yardimeci olabilir. Belki de en mutsuz ¢ocugumuz
kadar mutlu oldugumuz ifadesini duymussunuz-
dur. Bunun boyle olmasi gerekmedigini gordiim.
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need to be the case. My 94-year-old mother has
over 200 living descendants. At any given point,
at least one of the 200 is going to be unhappy. If
this statement were true, my mother would be in
a perpetual state of unhappiness, which she isn't.
Those who know her know how joyful she is.

I now would like to share another experi-
ence. In January of 2019, my wife, Debbie, and I
were invited into the office of President Nelson.
He had positioned a chair close to us, and we
sat almost knee to knee. After extending to us
our current calling, President Nelson turned to
Debbie and focused on her. He was kind, loving,
gentle, and full of joy, like the perfect father or
grandfather. He held Debbie’s hand and patted it,
reassuring her that it would be OK and that our
family would be blessed. It seemed to us at that
moment that we were the most important people
to him and that he had all the time in the world
for us. We left his office that Friday afternoon
feeling reassured, loved, and joyful.

On Monday we saw the news. During that
same day that President Nelson had spent with
us, one of his daughters had passed away from
cancer. We were stunned. Our hearts were full as
we mourned for him and his family. Our hearts
were also full of gratitude for his Christlike atten-
tion to us while mourning for his daughter who
was suffering.

As we pondered this experience, we asked
ourselves, “How could he be so kind, loving, and
even joyful at such a difficult time?” The answer
is becausehe knows. He knows that Christ has
been victorious. He knows he will be with his
daughter again and will spend an eternity with
her. Joy and eternal perspective come through
being bound to the Savior by making and keep-
ing covenants and through Christlike disciple-
ship.

President Nelson has taught: “Just as the
Savior offers peace that ‘passeth all understand-
ing’ [Philippians 4:7], He also offers an intensity,
depth, and breadth of joy that defy human logic
or mortal comprehension. For example, it doesn’t
seem possible to feel joy when your child suffers
with an incurable illness or when you lose your
job or when your spouse betrays you. Yet that is
precisely the joy the Savior offers.”

As we make and keep covenants, we will
naturally turn outward and have a desire to help
others feel the measure of joy and love we feel
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94 yagindaki annemin soyundan gelen 200den
fazla sag kisi bulunmaktadir. Herhangi bir
noktada, 200 kisiden en az biri mutsuz olacaktir.
Eger bu ifade dogru olsaydi, annem siirekli bir
mutsuzluk i¢inde olurdu, ama dyle degil. Onu ta-
niyanlar onun ne kadar neseli oldugunu bilirler.

Simdi bagka bir tecriibemi paylagsmak istiyo-
rum. Ocak 2019da esim Debbie ve ben, Baskan
Nelson'n ofisine davet edildik. Sandalyeyi bize
yakin bir yere yerlestirmisti ve neredeyse diz dize
oturduk. Bize su anki hizmet ¢agrimizi sun-
duktan sonra, Bagkan Nelson Debbie’ye dondii
ve ona odaklandi. Mitkemmel bir baba ya da
biiytikbaba gibi nazik, sevgi dolu, kibar ve seving
doluydu. Debbienin elini tuttu ve oksadi, ona her
seyin yoluna girecegine ve ailemizin kutsanacagi-
na dair giivence verdi. O an bize, sanki onun i¢in
en 6nemli insanlar bizmisiz ve bize ayiracak tiim
zamana sahipmis gibi geldi. O cuma giinii 6gle-
den sonra ofisinden kendimizi giivende, sevilmis
ve seving dolu hissederek ayrildik.

Pazartesi glinii haberleri gordiik. Bagkan Nel-
son’1n bizimle vakit ge¢irdigi ayn1 giin, kizlarin-
dan biri kanserden vefat etmisti. Sok olmustuk.
Onun i¢in ve ailesi i¢in yas tutarken kalplerimiz
hiiziinle doluydu. Acilar ¢ekmis olan kizi i¢in yas
tutarken, bize gosterdigi Mesihe benzer ilgi i¢in
de kalplerimiz minnettarlikla doluydu.

Bu tecriibe tizerinde derin derin diistindii-
giimiizde, kendimize “Boylesine zor bir zamanda
nasil bu kadar nazik, sevgi dolu ve hatta seving
dolu olabilmisti?” diye sorduk. Cevap, ¢iinkiio
biliyor. O, Mesih'in galip geldigini biliyor. Kiziyla
tekrar birlikte olacagini ve onunla sonsuza dek
birlikte olacagini biliyor. Seving ve sonsuz bakis
acis1, antlasmalar yaparak ve bu antlagmalara sa-
dik kalarak Kurtaricrya baglanmakla ve Mesihe
benzer dgrencilikle gelir.

Baskan Nelson soyle 6gretti: “Kurtarici ‘her
tiirlii anlayis1 asan’ [Filipililer 4:7] bir huzur sun-
dugu gibi, insan mantigina ya da 6limlii hayatin
kavrayisina meydan okuyan bir seving yogun-
lugu, derinligi ve genisligi de sunar. Ornegin,
gocugunuz tedavisi olmayan bir hastaliga yaka-
landiginda, isinizi kaybettiginizde ya da esiniz
size ihanet ettiginde seving duymaniz miimkiin
goriinmez. Fakat Kurtaricrnin sundugu seving
tam olarak budur”

Antlasmalar yaptigimizda ve bunlara sadik
kaldigimizda, dogal olarak baskalarina odaklana-
cak ve antlasmaya dayali iliskilerimizde hissetti-
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in our covenantal relationships. We can be part
of the greatest cause on the earth today—the
gathering of Israel. We can help to bring God’s
children to Christ. As the prophet Jacob taught,
“And blessed art thou; for because ye have been
diligent in laboring with me in my vineyard, and
have kept my commandments, and have brought
unto me again the natural fruit, ... ye shall have
joy with me because of the fruit of my vineyard.”

As we bind ourselves to act as covenant dis-
ciples, in whatever our level of capacity, our rela-
tionship with the Father and the Son is enriched,
our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspective
expanded. We then are endowed with power and
can feel joy in a measure reserved for God’s true
covenant disciples.In the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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gimiz seving ve sevgi olgiisiinii bagkalarinin da
hissetmesine yardimci olma arzusu duyacagiz.
Bugiin diinyadaki en biiyiik davanin, yani Isra-
il'in bir araya toplanmasinin bir pargasi olabiliriz.
Tanrrnin ¢ocuklarin1 Mesihe getirmeye yardim
edebiliriz. Peygamber Yakupun 6grettigi gibi,
“Ve ne mutlu sizlere! Ciinkii benimle birlikte
bagimda canla basla ¢alistiniz, emirlerimi yerine
getirdiniz ve bana yine dogal meyve getirdiniz ...
sizler de benimle birlikte bagimin meyvesinden
dolay1 sevineceksiniz.”

Antlasma 6grencileri olarak hareket etmek
icin kendimizi adadigimizda, kapasitemiz ne
olursa olsun, Baba ve Ogul ile olan iliskimiz zen-
ginlesir, sevincimiz artar ve sonsuz bakis agimiz
genisler. O zaman gii¢le donatiliriz ve Tanrrnin
gercek antlagsma Ogrencileri i¢in ayrilmis bir
olciide seving hissedebiliriz.isa Mesih'in kutsal
adiyla. Amin.
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