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Callings and other ways we embark in God’s work
uniquely prepare us to meet the Savior.

A few months ago, I was standing in a hall
when Elder Neil L. Andersen walked by. I had
just been called as a new General Authority. Like-
ly sensing my feelings of inadequacy, he smiled
and said, “Well, there looks like a man who has
no idea what he is doing”

And I thought, “There is a true prophet and
seer.”

Elder Andersen then whispered, “Don’t
worry, Elder Shumway. It gets better—in five or
six years.”

Have you ever wondered why we are asked
to do things in God’s kingdom that feel beyond
our reach? With life’s demands, have you asked
why we even need callings in the Church? Well,
I have.

And I got an answer in general conference
when President Russell M. Nelson said, “Now is
the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Christ”When President Nelson said this,
the Spirit taught me that as we participate in
God’s work, we prepare ourselves and others for
Christ’s return. The Lord’s promise is compel-
ling that callings, ministering, temple worship,
following promptings, and other ways we embark
in God’s work uniquely prepare us to meet the
Savior.

God Is Pleased When We Engage in His
Work
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Hizmet ¢agrilar: ve Tanrinin isine giristigimiz
diger yollar bizi benzersiz bir sekilde Kurtarici’yla
bulusmaya hazirlar.

Birkag ay 6nce, bir salonda beklerken Yash
Neil L. Andersen yanimdan gegti. Kisa bir siire
once yeni bir Genel Otorite olarak hizmete gag-
rilmistim. Muhtemelen yetersizlik duygularimi
hissederek giiliimsedi ve “Ne yaptig1 konusunda
hicbir fikri olmayan bir adama benziyorsun”
dedi.

Ve ben de “Iste, gercek bir peygamber ve
goren” diye diistindiim.

Yasli Andersen daha sonra soyle fisildadi,
“Merak etme Yash Shumway, bes ya da alt1 yil
icinde her sey daha iyi olacak.

Tanrrnin kralliginda neden ulasamayacagi-
miz1 diisiindiigiimiiz seyleri yapmamizin isten-
digini hi¢ merak ettiniz mi? Hayatin talepleri
karsisinda, Kilisede hizmet ¢agrilarina neden
ihtiyacimiz oldugunu hi¢ sordunuz mu? Evet,
ben yaptim.

Ve genel konferansta, Bagkan Russell M.
Nelson, “Simdi sizler ve benim i¢in Rabbimiz ve
Kurtaricimiz {sa Mesih’in Tkinci Gelisi’ne hazir-
lanma zamanidir” dediginde bir cevap aldim.
Bagkan Nelson bunu séylediginde, [Kutsal] Ruh
bana, Tanrrnin isine katildik¢a, Mesih’'in donii-
stine kendimizi ve bagkalarini hazirladigimizi 6g-
retti. Rab’bin vaadi, hizmet ¢agrilarinin, koruyup
kollamanin, tapinak ibadetinin, telkinlere uyma-
nin ve Tanrrnin isine giristigimiz diger yollarin
bizi benzersiz bir sekilde Kurtarici ile bulugsmaya
hazirladig1 yoniindedir.

Tanri, O'nun isiyle Mesgul Oldugumuz-
da Memnun Olur
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In “the majesty of this moment,’as God’s
kingdom expands and temples dot the earth,
there is a growing need for willing souls to en-
gage in God’s work. Selflessly serving is the very
essence of Christlike discipleship. But serving
is rarely convenient. This is why I admire you
covenant-keeping disciples, including our dear
missionaries, who set aside your desires and
challenges to serve God by serving His children.
God “delights to honor [you for serving Him]
in righteousness.” He promises, “Great shall be
[your] reward and eternal shall be [your] glo-
ry” When we say yes to serving, we are saying yes
to Jesus Christ. And when we say yes to Christ,
we are saying yes to the most abundant life pos-
sible.

I learned this lesson while working and
studying chemical engineering in college. I was
asked to be the activities planner for a singles
ward. This was my nightmare calling. Still, I
accepted, and at first it was drudgery. Then at one
activity a beautiful girl was smitten by the way I
served the ice cream. She returned three times,
hoping to catch my attention. We fell in love, and
she proposed to me just two weeks later. Well,
maybe it wasn't quite that fast, and I was the one
who proposed, but the truth is this: I shudder to
think of missing out on Heidi had I said no to
that calling.

Our Participation Is Preparation for
Christ's Return

We engage in God’s work not because God
needs us but because we need God and His
mighty blessings. He promises, “For, behold, I
will bless all those who labor in my vineyard with
a mighty blessing.”Let me share three principles
that teach how our participation in God’s work
blesses and helps us prepare to meet the Savior.

First, as we participate, we progress toward
“the measure of [our] creation.”

We learn this pattern in the account of the
Creation. After each day of labor, God acknowl-
edged the progress made by saying, “It was
good”He did not say the work was finished nor
that it was perfect. But what He did say was that
there was progress, and in God’s eyes, that is

Page2 — Not an official publication

“Bu anin gorkeminde,” Tanrrnin krallig1
genislerken ve tapinaklar yeryiiziiniin her yerini
kaplarken, Tanrrnin isine katilmak i¢in istekli
canlara duyulan ihtiyag giderek artmaktadir.
Ozverili bir sekilde hizmet etmek. Mesih benzeri
ogrenciligin 6ztdir. Fakat hizmet etmek nadiren
uygundur. Iste bu nedenle, sevgili gorevlileri-
miz de dahil olmak {izere, Tanrrnin ¢ocuklarina
hizmet ederek O’na 6zverili bir sekilde hizmet
etmek i¢cin arzularinizi ve zorluklarinizi bir
kenara birakan sizlere, antlagmalarini yerine
getiren 6grencilere hayranim. Tanr1 “[Kendisine]
dogrulukta ... hizmet edenleri onurlandirmak-
tan zevk [alir]” “Biiyiik olacak [sizlerin] 6diilleri
ve sonsuz olacak [sizlerin] yticelikleri” diye vaat
eder.Hizmet etmeye evet dedigimizde, Isa Mesihe
evet demis oluruz. Ve Mesihe evet dedigimizde,
miimkiin olan en bol yasama evet demis oluruz.

Bu dersi iiniversitede kimya miihendisligi
okurken ve calisirken 6grendim. Benden bir
bekarlar mahallesi i¢in aktivite planlayicisi ol-
mam istendi. Bu benim i¢in bir kabus ¢agristydi.
Yine de kabul ettim ve ilk basta ¢ok sikic1 geldi.
Daha sonra bir etkinlikte giizel bir kiz dondur-
may1 servis etme seklimden etkilendi. Dikkatimi
¢ekmeyi umarak ii¢ kez geri dondii. Birbirimize
asik olduk ve iki hafta sonra bu kiz bana evlen-
me teklifinde bulundu. Belki de o kadar hizli
ilerlememisti ve evlenme teklifini yapan kisi ise
bendim, ama gercek su ki, bu hizmet ¢agrisina
hayir deseydim Heidi ile tanismayi kagiracagimi
diisiinmek bile beni tirpertiyor.

Kilise Katilimimiz Mesih'in Donusu igin
Hazirhktir

Tanrrnin isine Tanrrnin bize ihtiyaci oldugu
i¢in degil, Tanrr'ya ve O’nun giiglii kutsamalari-
na ihtiyacimiz oldugu i¢in katiliriz. O soyle vaat
eder, “Ciinkd iste, bagimda caligan herkesi bityiik
bir nimetle kutsayacagim” Tanrr'nin isine kati-
limimizin bizi nasil kutsadigini ve Kurtarici ile
bulusmaya hazirlanmamiza nasil yardimci oldu-
gunu Ogreten {i¢ ilkeyi paylasmama izin verin.

Birincisi, katildigimizda, “[yaratilisimizin
olgiistine]” dogru ilerleriz.

Bu modeli Yaratilis boliimiiniin kayitlarinda
ogreniriz. Her ¢aligma giiniinden sonra Tanr1 “iyi
oldu” diyerek kaydedilen ilerlemeyi onayladi.igin
bittigini ya da mitkemmel oldugunu soylemedi.
Fakat soyledigi sey bir ilerleme olduguydu ve
Tanrrnin goziinde bu iyi bir seydi!
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good!

Callings do not determine or validate a
person’s worth or worthiness. Rather, as we labor
with God in whatever way He asks, we grow into
the measure of our own creation.

God rejoices in our progress, and so should
we, even when we still have work to do. At times
we may lack the strength or the means to serve
in a calling.Still, we can engage in the work and
protect our testimonies through meaningful
ways like prayer and scripture study. Our loving
Heavenly Father does not condemn us when we
are willing but unable to serve.

Second, serving elevates our homes and
churches into holy places where we can practice
covenant living.

For example, our covenant to always remem-
ber Christ is made individually, but this covenant
is lived as we serve others.Callings surround
us with opportunities to “bear ... one another’s
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ”When we
serve because we love God and want to live our
covenants, service that seems dutiful and drain-
ing becomes joyful and transformative.

Ordinances don’t save us because they fulfill
a heavenly checklist. Rather, when we live the
covenants connected with these ordinances, we
become the kind of person who wants to be in
God’s presence. This understanding overcomes
hesitations to serve or preferences not to serve.
Our preparation to meet Jesus Christ accelerates
when we stop asking what God will permit and
start asking what God would prefer.

Third, participating in God’s work helps us
receive God’s gift of grace and feel His greater
love.

We do not receive financial compensation
for serving. Instead, scripture teaches that for our
“labor [we are] to receive the grace of God, that
[we] might wax strong in the Spirit, [have] the
knowledge of God, [and] teach with power and
authority from God.”That is a very good trade!

Because of God’s grace, our abilities or in-
abilities are not the principal basis for extending
or accepting a calling. God does not expect per-
fect performance or exceptional talent to partic-
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Hizmet ¢agrilar1 bir kisinin degerini ya da
liyakatini belirlemez ya da dogrulamaz. Bunun
yerine, Tanrrnin istedigi sekilde O’nunla birlikte
calistik¢a, kendi yaratilisimizin 6lgiisiine gore
gelisiriz.

Tanri ilerledigimiz i¢in sevinir ve héla yapa-
cak islerimiz olsa da,biz de sevinmeliyiz. Bazen,
bir hizmet ¢agrisinda hizmet edecek giiciimiiz
veya imkanlarimiz olmayabilir.Yine de, dua
etmek ve kutsal yazilar1 okuyup arastirmak gibi
anlamli yollarla ¢aligmaya katilabilir ve tanik-
liklarimizi koruyabiliriz. Sevgi dolu Cennetteki
Babamiz, hizmet etmeye istekli oldugumuz halde
hizmet edemedigimizde bizi suglamaz.

Ikincisi, hizmet etmek evlerimizi ve kilise-
lerimizi, antlasma hayatin1 uygulayabilecegimiz
kutsal yerler haline getirir.

Ornegin, Mesil'i her zaman hatirlamak i¢in
yaptigimiz antlasma bireysel olarak yapilir, ancak
bu antlagma bagkalarina hizmet ettigimizde
yasanir.Hizmet gagrilar1 bizi birbirimizin ytikiini
tasima firsatlariyla kusatir ve boylece Mesih'in
yasasini yerine getirmis oluruz.Tanrr'y: sevdi-
gimiz ve antlagmalarimiza uymak istedigimiz
icin hizmet ettigimizde, zahmetli ve yorucu gibi
goriinen hizmetimiz, seving verici ve doniistiirii-
cii hale gelir.

Kutsal torenler bizi kurtarmaz, ¢linkii goksel
bir kontrol listesini yerine getirirler. Daha dog-
rusu, bu kutsal térenlerle baglantili antlasmalara
gore yasadigimizda, Tanrr'nin huzurunda olmak
isteyen bir insan haline geliriz. Bu anlays, hizmet
etme konusundaki tereddiitlerin veya hizmet et-
meme tercihlerinin iistesinden gelir. Isa Mesih'le
bulusma hazirligimiz, Tanrr'nin neye izin verece-
gini sormay1 birakip Tanrr'nin neyi tercih edece-
gini sormaya basladigimizda hizlanir.

Ugﬁncﬁsﬁ, Tanrrnin isine katilmak, Tanrrnin
liituf armaganini almamiza ve O'nun ylice sevgi-
sini hissetmemize yardimci olur.

Hizmet karsiliginda herhangi bir maddi
karsilik almiyoruz. Bunun yerine, kutsal yazi-
lar soyle 6gretir, “[¢aligmalarimiz] karsiliginda
Tanrrnin litfunu elde ederek Ruh’ta [giiclenece-
giz]; Tanr1 hakkinda bilgi sahibi olarak Tanrrnin
giicii ve yetkisiyle [0gretebilecegiz]”Bu ¢ok iyi bir
takas!

Tanrr'nin liitfu sayesinde, yeteneklerimiz ya
da yetersizliklerimiz, bir hizmet ¢agrisini sunma-
nin ya da kabul etmenin temel dayanag: degildir.
Tanri, O’nun isine katilmamiz i¢cin mitkemmel

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Shumway-April 2025-English/Turkish

ipate in His work. If so, Queen Esther would not
have saved her nation, Peter would not have led
the early Church, and Joseph Smith would not be
the Prophet of the Restoration.

As we act in faith to do something beyond
our abilities, our weakness is exposed. This is
never comfortable, but it is necessary for us to
“know that it is by [God’s] grace ... that we have
power to do these things”

We will fall many times as we engage in
God’s work. But in our effort, Jesus Christ catches
us. He gradually lifts us to experience salvation
from failure and fear and from feeling like we
will never be enough.When we consecrate our
meager but best effort, God magnifies it When
we sacrifice for Jesus Christ, He sanctifies us.This
is the transformative power of God’s grace. As we
serve, we grow in grace until we are prepared to
“be lifted up by the Father, to stand before [Jesus
Christ]”

Help Others Receive and Rejoice in the
Gift of Callings

I do not know all the Savior will ask me
when I stand before Him, but perhaps one ques-
tion will be “Who did you bring with you?”-
Callings are sacred gifts from a loving Heavenly
Father to help bring others with us to Jesus
Christ.So I invite leaders and each of us to more
intentionally seek those without callings. Encour-
age and help them engage in God’s work to help
them prepare for Christ’s return.

John was not active in the Church when his
bishop visited and told him that the Lord had
a work for him to do. He invited John to quit
smoking. Although John had tried many times
to stop, this time he felt an unseen power helping
him.

Just three weeks later, the stake president vis-
ited John. He called him to serve in the bishopric.
John was shocked. He told the stake president
he had just quit smoking. If this meant he would
have to abandon his tradition of attending
professional football games on Sunday, well, that
was just too much to ask. The stake president’s
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bir performans ya da olaganiistii bir yetenek bek-
lemez. Eger 6yle olsaydi, Kralige Ester ulusunu

kurtaramazdi, Petrus ilk Kilise’yi yonetemezdi ve
Joseph Smith Iade Edilis'in Peygamberi olmazdi.

Yeteneklerimizin 6tesinde bir sey yapmak
i¢in inangla hareket ettigimizde, zayifliklarimiz
ortaya ¢ikar. Bu asla alisilmis bir durum degildir,
fakat bu “[Tanrrnin] litfu ... sayesinde, bunlar1
yapacak giictimiiz oldugunu [bilmemiz]” i¢in
gereklidir.

Tanrr'nin isini yaparken birgok kez diisece-
giz. Fakat cabalarimiz sirasinda Isa Mesih bizi
yakalar. Basarisizliklardan, korkulardan ve asla
yeterli olamayacagimizi hissetmekten kurtulmayi
tecriibe etmemiz igin bizi yavas yavas yiikseltir.
Yetersiz olsa da en iyi gayretimizi adadigimizda,
Tanr1 bu gayretimizi biiyiitiip yiiceltir.Isa Mesih
i¢in fedakarlik yaptigimizda, O bizi kutsal kilar.
Bu, Tanrrnin litfunun doniistiiriicti glictdiir.
Hizmet ettikge, bizler Baba ... tarafindan kaldi-
rilmaya ve Isa Mesih’in 6niinde durmaya hazir
olana kadar liitufla gelisiriz.

Baskalarinin Hizmet Cagrisi Armagani-
ni Kabul Etmelerine ve Bundan Seving
Duymalarina Yardimci Olun

O’nun huzurunda durdugumda Kurtaricrnin
bana soracag her seyi bilmiyorum ama belki de
bir soru su olacaktir: “Yaninda kimi getirdin?”-
Hizmet ¢agrilari, bagkalarini bizimle beraber Isa
Mesihe getirmeye yardimci olmak i¢in sevgi dolu
bir Cennetteki Baba tarafindan verilen kutsal
armaganlardir.Bu nedenle liderleri ve her biri-
mizi, hizmet ¢agrisi olmayanlar1 daha bilingli bir
sekilde arayip bulmaya davet ediyorum. Mesih’'in
doniisiine hazirlanmalarina yardimci olup onlar:
Tanrrnin isine katilmaya tegvik edin ve onlara
yardimei olun.

John, gézetmeni onu ziyaret edip Rab’bin
ondan yapmasini istedigi bir gérev oldugunu
soylediginde Kilisede aktif degildi. Gozetmeni
John'u sigaray1 birakmaya davet etti. John bir¢ok
kez birakmaya ¢aligsa da, bu sefer goriinmeyen
bir giictin kendisine yardim ettigini hissetti.

Sadece ii¢ hafta sonra, ¢adir kazig1 baskani
John'u ziyaret etti. Onu gozetmenlikte hizmet
etmeye ¢agirdi. John sok olmustu. Cadir kazig:
baskanina sigarayi yeni biraktigini sdyledi. Eger
bu ¢agri, kendisinin pazar giinleri profesyonel
futbol maglarina katilma gelenegini terk etmesi
gerektigi anlamina geliyorsa, bu ondan ¢ok fazla
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inspired response was simple: “John, I am not
asking you; the Lord is”

To which John replied, “Well, if that is the
case, I will serve”

John told me that these sacrifices to serve
were the spiritual turning points for him and for
his family.

I wonder if we have a blind spot, failing to
extend callings to individuals who, to our mortal
view, appear unlikely or unworthy. Or we may be
more concerned with a culture of performance
than with the doctrine of progression, neglecting
to see how the Savior increases capacity in the
unlikely and the unproven by giving them oppor-
tunities to serve.

Elder David A. Bednar teaches the impor-
tance of the scriptural mandate to “letevery
[woman and] manlearn[their] duty, and to
act”Do we do this? When leaders and parents let
others learn and act for themselves, they blossom
and flourish.While the easier path may be to
give faithful members a second calling, the more
excellent way is to invite the unlikely to serve and
let them learn and grow.

If Christ were physically here, He would visit
the sick, teach the Sunday School class, sit with
the heartbroken young woman, and bless the
children. He can do His own work.But He lives
this principle of letting us act and learn, so He
sends us in His place.

With participation in God’s work comes
“the right, privilege, and responsibility to rep-
resent the Lord [Jesus Christ]”When we serve
to magnify Christ and not ourselves,our service
becomes joyful. When others leave our class,
meeting, ministering visit, or activity remem-
bering Christ more than they remember us, the
work is energizing.

In earnestly seeking to represent the Sav-
ior, we become more like Him.That is the best
preparation for the sacred moment when each of
us will kneel and confess that Jesus is the Christ,
which I witness that He is and that President
Russell M. Nelson is His “voice ... unto the ends
of the earth” to help us “prepare ... for that which
is to come.”In the sacred name of Jesus Christ,
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sey istemek demekti. Cadir kazig1 baskaninin il-
hamla verdigi cevap ise basitti: “John, bunu sana
ben sormuyorum, Rab soruyor.”

Bunun iizerine John, “Eger 6yleyse, hizmet
edecegim,” diye cevap verdi.

John, hizmet etmek i¢in yapilan bu feda-
karliklarin kendisi ve ailesi i¢in ruhsal doniim
noktalari haline geldigini soyledi.

Acaba kor bir noktamiz mi var, olumli
hayattaki bakis agimiza gore uygun veya layik go-
riinmeyen kisilere hizmet ¢agrisinda bulunmakta
basarisiz mi1 oluyoruz? Ya da ilerleme &gretisin-
den ziyade performans kiiltiiriiyle ilgileniyor,
Kurtaricrnin uygun olmayanlara ve kendini
kanitlamamais olanlara hizmet etme firsati vere-
rek kapasitelerini nasil artirdigini gérmeyi ihmal
ediyor olabiliriz.

Yash David A. Bednar, kutsal yazilardaki “her
[kadin ve] erkek[kendi] vazifesiniogrensinve ...
[vazifesine gore] hareket etsin” yoniindeki emrin
6nemini 6gretmektedir.Bunu yapryor muyuz?
Liderler ve ebeveynler baskalarinin kendileri i¢in
6grenmesine ve hareket etmesine izin verdiginde,
onlar ¢igek gibi acarlar ve gelisirler.Sadik tiyelere
ikinci bir gérev vermek daha kolay bir yol olsa
da, daha mitkemmel bir yol, beklenmedik kisileri
hizmet etmeye davet etmek ve onlarin 6grenip
biiylimelerini saglamaktir.

Eger Mesih fiziksel olarak burada olsaydi,
hastalar1 ziyaret eder, Pazar Okulu sinifina ders
verir, kalbi kirik geng bir hanimin yaninda oturur
ve ¢ocuklar1 kutsardi. O, Kendi isini Kendisi
yapabilir.Fakat O, bizim harekete gegmemize ve
6grenmemize izin verme ilkesini yasar, bu yiiz-
den bizi Kendi yerine gonderir.

Tanrr'nin isine katilimla birlikte, “Rab'bi [isa
Mesih'i] temsil etme hakks, ayricaligi ve sorumlu-
lugu da” gelir.Kendimizi degil Mesih'i yiiceltmek
i¢in hizmet ettigimizde,hizmetimiz sevingli hale
gelir. Bagkalar1 sinifimizdan, toplantimizdan,
koruyup kollama ziyaretimizden ya da etkinligi-
mizden, bizi hatirladiklarindan daha ¢ok, Mesih’i
hatirlayarak ayrildiklarinda, bu is enerji verici
olur.

Kurtaricryi igtenlikle temsil etmeye caligir-
ken, O’na daha ¢ok benzer hale geliriz.Bu, her
birimizin diz ¢6kiip Isa’nin Mesih oldugunu agik-
ca soyleyecegi kutsal zaman i¢in en iyi hazirliktir,
ki ben O’'nun Mesih olduguna sahitlik ederim
ve Bagkan Russell M. Nelson O’nun “[sesidir ve
bu ses] yeryiiziiniin her ucuna gidecek” ve bizi
“gelecek olan i¢in [hazirlayacaktir.]”Isa Mesih'in
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amen. adiyla, amin. Isa Mesil'in kutsal adiyla. Amin.

Page 6 — Not an official publication — www.bilingualgeneralconference.com



