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The Lord is merciful and our Heavenly Father’s
plan of salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

A Prophet's Invitation

Last April, soon after the joyful news that the
Church had acquired the Kirtland Temple, Pres-
ident Russell M. Nelson invited us to study the
dedicatory prayer of the Kirtland Temple, record-
ed insection 109 of the Doctrine and Covenants.
The dedicatory prayer, said President Nelson,

“is a tutorial about how the temple spiritually
empowers you and me to meet the challenges of
life in these last days.”

I am sure your study of section 109 yielded
insights that blessed you. This evening, I share
a couple of things I learned as I followed our
prophet’s invitation. The peace-giving path down
which my study led reminded me that the Lord
is merciful and that our Heavenly Father’s plan of
salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

Newly Called Missionaries Serving in
the Temple

As you may be aware, “newly called mis-
sionaries are encouraged to receive the temple
endowment as soon as possible and to attend the
temple as often as circumstances allow” Once en-
dowed, they also “may serve as temple ... work-
ers before they begin missionary service”

Time in the temple before entering the mis-

sionary training center (MTC) can be a wonder-
ful blessing for new missionaries as they learn
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Rab merhametlidir ve Cennetteki Babamiz'in kur-
tulus plam gercekten de bir merhamet planmdir.

Peygamberin Daveti

Gegtigimiz nisan ayinda, Kilise'nin Kirtland
Tapinagini satin aldigina dair sevingli bir haber-
den kisa bir siire sonra, Bagskan Russell M. Nelson
biziOgreti ve Antlagmalar’in 109. béliimiindeka-
yitli olan Kirtland Tapinaginin adama duasini
caligmaya davet etti.Bagkan Nelson, adama duasi-
nin, “bu son giinlerde yasamin zorluklariyla basa
¢ikmak i¢in tapinagin sizi ve beni ruhsal olarak
nasil giiclendirdigine dair bir [egitim]” oldugunu
soyledi.

Eminim 109. Bélim ile ilgili caliymaniz
sizi kutsayan i¢goriiler saglamistir. Bu aksam,
peygamberimizin davetine uyarken 6grendigim
birkag seyi paylasacagim. Calismamin yonlen-
dirdigi huzur veren yol bana Rab’bin merhametli
oldugunu ve Cennetteki Babamiz'in kurtulug
planinin ger¢ekten bir merhamet plani oldugunu
hatirlatt1.

Tapinakta Hizmet Veren Yeni Cagriimis
Gorevliler

Bildiginiz gibi, “hizmete yeni ¢agrilan gorev-
liler, tapinak ilahi gii¢ armaganlarini miimkiin
olan en kisa siirede almaya ve kosullar elverdigi
ol¢iide sik sik tapinaga gitmeye tesvik edilirler”
Bir kez ilahi gii¢ armaganini aldiktan sonra, “go-
revli hizmetine baslamadan 6nce tapinak ¢aligan-
lar1 olarak hizmet edebilirler.”

Gorevli egitim merkezine (GEM) girmeden
once tapinakta gegirilen zaman, yeni gorevliler
i¢in bu antlagmalarin kutsamalarini diinyayla
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more about temple covenants before sharing the
blessings of those covenants with the world.

But in studying section 109, I learned that
in the temple, God empowers new missionar-
ies—indeed, all of us—in an additional, sacred
way.In the dedicatory prayer, given by revelation,
the Prophet Joseph Smith prayed that “when thy
servants shall go out from thy house ... to bear
testimony of thy name,” the “hearts” of “all peo-
ple” would “be softened”—both the “great ones of
the earth” and “all the poor, the needy, and [the]
afflicted” He prayed that “their prejudices may
give way before the truth, and thy people may
obtain favor in the sight of all; that all the ends of
the earth may know that we, thy servants, have
heard thy voice, and that thou hast sent us”

This is a beautiful promise for a newly called
missionary—to have prejudices “give way before
the truth,” to “obtain favor in the sight of all,”
and to have the world know they are sent by the
Lord. Each of us surely needs these same bless-
ings. What a blessing it would be to have hearts
softened as we interact with neighbors and co-
workers. The dedicatory prayer does not explain
exactly how our time in the temple will soften
others’ hearts, but I am convinced it is bound up
with how time in the house of the Lord softens
our own hearts by centering us on Jesus Christ
and His mercy.

The Lord Answers Joseph Smith's Plea
for Mercy

As I studied the Kirtland dedicatory prayer,
I was also struck that Joseph again and again
pleaded for mercy—for the members of the
Church,for the enemies of the Church,for the
leaders of the country, for the nations of the
earth.And, very personally, he pleaded with the
Lord to remember himand to have mercy upon
his beloved Emma and their children.

How must Joseph have felt when, one week
later, on Easter Day, April 3, 1836, in the Kirtland
Temple, the Savior appeared to him and Oliver
Cowdery and, as recorded insection 110 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, said, “I have accepted
this house, and my name shall be here; and I will
manifest myself to my people in mercy in this
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paylasmadan 6nce tapinak antlasmalar1 hakkinda
daha fazla bilgi edinmeleri agisindan harika bir
kutsama olabilir.

Fakat 109. bolimii ¢alisirken, Tanrr'nin
tapinakta yeni gorevlileri, aslinda hepimizi, ek
ve kutsal bir sekilde gii¢clendirdigini 6grendim.
Vahiy yoluyla verilen adama duasinda Peygam-
ber Joseph Smith s6yle dua etti, “hizmetkarlarin
senin adin hakkinda taniklik etmek i¢in senin
evinden ¢ikacaklar1 zaman,” “tim insanlarin,
diinyadaki ... ileri [gelenlerin] ... tiim [fakirlerin,
muhtaglarin ve sikintida olanlarin]” “yiirekleri
yumusatilmis olsun.” “Onlarin ényargilar haki-
katin 6niinde yolu agsin ve senin halkin herkesin
goziinde iyilik bulsun” diye dua etti; “6yle ki
yeryiiziiniin her ucu, biz hizmetkarlarinin senin
sesini duydugumuzu ve bizi génderdigini bilebil-
sin” diye.

Bu, hizmete yeni ¢agrilmis bir gorevli i¢in
giizel bir vaattir: Onyargilarin “hakikatin éniinde
yolu [agmasi], herkesin goziinde iyilik [bulunma-
s1]” ve diinyanin onlarin Rab tarafindan génde-
rildiklerini bilmesinin saglanmasi. Her birimi-
zin ayn1 kutsamalara ihtiyaci oldugu kesindir.
Komgularimizla ve is arkadaslarimizla etkile-
simde bulunurken yiireklerin yumusatilmasi ne
biiyiik bir nimet olurdu. Adama duasi, tapinakta
gecirdigimiz zamanin bagkalarinin yiireklerini
nasil yumusatacagini tam olarak agiklamaz, fakat
Rab’bin evinde gegirdigimiz zamanin bizi sa
Mesihe ve O'nun merhametine odaklayarak ken-
di yiireklerimizi nasil yumusattigiyla baglantil
olduguna inanryorum.

Rab, Joseph Smith'in Merhamet Yakari-
sina Cevap Verir

Kirtlanddaki adama duasini ¢aligirken, Jo-
seph’in Kilise tiyeleri,Kilisenin diigmanlari,tilke-
nin yoneticileri,yerytiziindeki uluslar i¢in tekrar
tekrar merhamet dilemesi beni cok etkiledi. Ve
cok kisisel olarak, kendisini hatirlamasive sevgili
Emma’ya ve ¢ocuklarina merhamet etmesi i¢in
Rab’be yalvardi.

Bir hafta sonra, 3 Nisan 1836da, Paskalya
giinii, Kirtland Tapinagrnda Kurtarici ona ve
Oliver Cowdery’ye goriindiigiinde veOgreti ve
Antlagmalar’in 110. boliimiindekaydedildigi
gibi, “Ben bu evi kabul ettim ve benim adim
burada olacak; ve bu evin i¢inde kendimi mer-
hametle halkima gosterecegim™dediginde Joseph
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house.”This promise of mercy must have had
special meaning to Joseph.And as President Nel-
son taught last April, this promise also “applies
toeverydedicated temple today.”

Finding Mercy in the House of the Lord

There are so many ways in which we each
can find mercy in the house of the Lord. This has
been true since the Lord first commanded Israel
to build a tabernacle and to place at its center the
“mercy seat”’In the temple, we find mercy in the
covenants we make. Those covenants, in addition
to the baptismal covenant, bind us to the Father
and the Son and give us increased access to what
President Nelson has taught is “a special kind of
love and mercy ... calledhesed” in Hebrew.

We find mercy in the opportunity to be
sealed to our families for eternity. In the temple,
we also come to understand with greater clarity
that the Creation, the Fall, the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, and our ability to enter again into our
Heavenly Father’s presence—indeed, every part
of the plan of salvation—are manifestations of
mercy.It might be said that the plan of salvation
is a plan of happiness precisely because it is a
“plan of mercy”

Seeking Forgiveness Opens the Door
to the Holy Ghost

I am grateful for the beautiful promise insec-
tion 110that the Lord will manifest Himself in
mercy in His temples. I am also grateful for what
it reveals about how the Lord will manifest Him-
self in mercy whenever we, like Joseph, plead for
mercy.

Joseph Smith’s plea for mercy in section 109
was not the first time his pleas for mercy prompt-
ed revelation. In the Sacred Grove, young Joseph
prayed not just to know which Church was true,
but he also said that he “cried unto the Lord for
mercy, for there was none else to whom I could
go [to] obtain mercy.”’Somehow his recognition
that he needed mercy that only the Lord could
provide helped open the windows of heaven.
Three years later the angel Moroni appeared,
following what Joseph said was his “prayer and
supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of
all my sins and follies.”
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ne hissetmis olmalidir? Bu merhamet vaadinin
Joseph i¢in 6zel bir anlam1 olmalrydi. Ve Baskan
Nelson'in gegen nisan ayinda 6grettigi gibi, bu
vaat ayn1 zamanda “bugiin adanmishertapinak
icin gegerlidir”

Rab’bin Evinde Merhamet Bulmak

Her birimizin Rab’bin evinde merhamet bu-
labilecegi pek ¢ok yol vardir. Bu, Rab’bin Israile
bir Tapinak Cadir1 insa etmesini ve merkezine
“merhamet oturagin1” yerlestirmesini emrettigi
ilk giinden beri gegerlidir. Tapinakta, yaptigimiz
antlasmalarda merhamet buluruz. Bu antlasma-
lar, vaftiz antlasmasina ek olarak, bizi Baba ve
Ogul’a baglar ve Baskan Nelson'in Ibranicede
“hesedolarak adlandirilan “6zel bir tiir sevgi ve
merhamet” olarak 6grettigi seye daha fazla eris-
memizi saglar.

Ailelerimize sonsuza dek miihiirlenme firsati
araciligryla merhamet buluruz. Ayrica tapinakta,
Yaratilis, Diisiis, Kurtaricrnin kefaret amaciyla
kurban olusu ve Cennetteki Babamiz’in huzuru-
na tekrar girebilme olanagimizin-aslinda kur-
tulus planinin her pargasinin-merhametin bir
tezahiirii oldugunu daha agik bir sekilde anlama-
ya baslariz.Kurtulus planinin tam da bir “merha-
met plan1” oldugu i¢in bir mutluluk plani oldugu
soylenebilir.

Bagislanmay! istemek Kutsal Ruh'a Aci-
lan Kapiyi Aralar

Rab’bin tapinaklarinda Kendisini merhamet-
le gosterecegine dair110. boliimdekigiizel vaat
i¢in minnettarim. Ayrica, Joseph gibi merhamet
diledigimizde, Rab’bin Kendisini merhametle
nasil gosterecegi hakkinda verdigi vahiyler i¢in
de minnettarim.

Joseph Smith'in 109. béliimdeki merhamet
yakarisi, vahiy almasina yol agan ilk merhamet
yakaris1 degildi. Kutsal Koruda, geng Joseph sa-
dece hangi Kilise'nin dogru oldugunu bilmek i¢in
dua etmekle kalmadi, ayn1 zamanda “merhamet
i¢in gidebilecegi bagka kimse olmadigini, Rab’be
merhamet gostermesi i¢in [yakardigini]” sdyledi.
Bir sekilde, sadece Rab’bin saglayabilecegi mer-
hamete ihtiyaci oldugunu fark etmesi cennetin
pencerelerinin agilmasina yardimei oldu. Ug yil
sonra melek Moroni, Joseph'in “biitiin giinahla-
rin1 ve aptalliklarini affetmesi ... [i¢in] Her Seye
Glicii Yeten Tanrrya dua etmesinin ve yardim
dilemesinin” ardindan goriindii.
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This pattern of revelation following a plea for
mercy is a familiar one in the scriptures. Enos
heard the voice of the Lord only after praying for
forgiveness.King Lamoni’s father’s conversion
begins with his prayer, “I will give away all my
sins to know thee”We may not be blessed with
these same dramatic experiences, but for those
who sometimes struggle to feel answers to prayer,
seeking the Lord’s mercy is one of the most pow-
erful ways to feel the witness of the Holy Ghost.

Pondering God's Mercy Opens the Door
to a Testimony of the Book of Mormon

A similar principle is beautifully taught in-
Moroni 10:3-5. We often shorthand these verses
to teach that through sincere prayer, we can
learn whether the Book of Mormon is true. But
this shorthand can neglect the important role of
mercy. Listen to how Moroni begins his exhorta-
tion: “I would exhort you that when ye shall read
these things, ... that ye would remember how
merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of
men, from the creation of Adam even down until
the time that ye shall receive these things, and
ponder it in your hearts”

Moroni urges us not only to read these
things—the records he was about to seal up—but
also toponderin our hearts what the Book of
Mormon reveals about “how merciful the Lord
hath been unto the children of men”It is pon-
dering upon the Lord’s mercy that prepares us
to “ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are not true”

As we ponder on the Book of Mormon, we
might ask: Is it really true, as Alma taught, that
God’s plan of mercy assures that every person
who ever lived on this earth will be resurrec-
tedand that they will “be restored to their ...
perfect frame”?Is Amulek right—can the Savior’s
mercy satisfyallthe bitterly real demands of jus-
tice that we would otherwise be obligated to pay
and instead “[encircle us] in the arms of safety”?

Is it true, as Alma testified, that Christ
suffered not only for our sins but for our “pains
and afflictions” so that He could “know ... how
to succor his people according to their infirmi-
ties”?Is the Lord really so merciful, as King Ben-
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Bir merhamet yakarisini takip eden bu vahiy
modeli, kutsal yazilarda asina oldugumuz bir
modeldir. Enos, Rab’bin sesini ancak bagislanma-
s1i¢in dua ettikten sonra duydu.Kral Lamoninin
babasinin Rab’be doniisii onun duasiyla baslar:
“Ben seni tanimak ... i¢in biitiin giinahlarim
terk edecegim”Ayni dramatik deneyimlerle kut-
sanmamus olabiliriz, ancak bazen dualarina yanit
almakta zorlananlar i¢in Rab’bin merhametini
istemek, Kutsal Ruh'un tanikligini hissetmenin
en giiclii yollarindan biridir.

Tanri'nin Merhameti Uzerine Derinleme-
sine Dusunmek, Mormon Kitabi Hakkin-
da Tanikhgin Kapisini Agar

Benzer bir ilkeMoroni 10:3-5’te de giizel bir
sekilde dgretilir. Icten bir dua ile Mormon Kita-
brnin dogru olup olmadigini 6grenebilecegimizi
ogretmek icin sik sik bu ayetleri kisaltiriz. Fakat
bu kestirme yol, merhametin 6nemli roliinii goz
ard1 edebilir. Moroninin nasihatine nasil basla-
digin1 dinleyin: “Bu yazilar1 okuyacaginiz zaman,
... Adenv’in yaratildig1 zamandan bunlari alaca-
g1z zamana kadar, Rab’bin insangocuklarina ne
kadar merhametli davrandigini hatirlamanizi ve
bunu yiireklerinizde derinlemesine diisiinmenizi
ogitlerim?”

Moroni bizi sadece bu seyleri, mithiirle-
mek tizere oldugu kayitlar: okumaya degil, ayni
zamanda Mormon Kitabrnin “Rab’bin insanco-
cuklarina ne kadar merhametli oldugu” ile ilgili
olarak bildirdigi seyleri yiireklerimizdederinle-
mesine diisiinmeyetesvik eder.Rab’bin merhame-
ti tizerinde derinlemesine disiinmek, bizi “Ebedi
Baba Tanrr'ya Mesil'in adiyla, bu seyler dogru
degil midir” diye [sormaya] hazirlar.

Mormon Kitab: iizerinde derinlemesine
diistintirken sunu sorabiliriz: Alma’nin 6grettigi
gibi, Tanr’'nin merhamet planinin bu diinyada
yasamis olan herkesin diriltileceginive onlarin
kendi miikemmel yapilarina donitstiiriilecekle-
rini garanti ettigi gercekten dogru mu? Amulek
hakli mi, Kurtarict'nin merhameti aksi takdirde
6demek zorunda kalacagimiz adaletintiimact
gercek gereklerini karsilayabilir ve bunun yerine
“bizi glivenligin kollar1 arasinda [sarabilir mi]”?

Almanin taniklik ettigi gibi, Mesih'in yalniz-
ca giinahlarimiz i¢in degil, “[agrilarimiz, sikin-
tilarimiz]” i¢in de aci1 gektigi, boylece “halkina
zayifliklar1 dogrultusunda nasil yardim edecegini
[bilecegi]” dogru mu?Kral Benyamin’in 6grettigi
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jamin taught, that as a free gift, He atoned “for
the sins of those ... who have died not knowing
the will of God concerning them, or who have
ignorantly sinned”?

Is it true, as Lehi said, that “Adam fell that
men might be; and men are, that they might have
joy”?And is it really true, as Abinadi testified,
quoting Isaiah, that Jesus Christ was “wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in-
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed”?

In sum, is the Father’s plan as taught in the
Book of Mormon really this merciful? I testify
that it is and that the peace-giving and hopeful
teachings of mercy in the Book of Mormon are
true.

Still, I imagine that some may be struggling,
despite your faithful reading and prayers, to real-
ize Moroni’s promise that Heavenly Father “will
manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power
of the Holy Ghost’T know this struggle because I
felt it, many years ago, when my own first couple
of reads of the Book of Mormon did not yield an
immediate and clear answer to my prayers.

If you are struggling, may I invite you
to follow Moroni’s counsel to ponder on the
many ways the Book of Mormon teaches “how
merciful the Lord hath been [to] the children
of men”?Based on my experience, I hope that
when you do, the peace of the Holy Ghost can
enter your heart and you can know, believe, and
feelthat the Book of Mormon and the plan of
mercy it teaches are true.

I express my gratitude for the Father’s great
plan of mercy and for the Savior’s willingness to
carry it out. I know that He will manifest Himself
in mercy in His holy temple and in every part of
our life if we will seek Him. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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gibi, Rab gercekten, karsiliksiz bir armagan ola-
rak “Tanrr'nin kendileriyle ilgili istegini bilmeden
o6lenlerin ya da bilmeden giinah isleyenlerin
giinahlarina” da kefaret edecek kadar merhametli
midir?

Lehinin “Adem, insanlarin var olabilmesi
icin diistii ve insanlar da sevinebilmek i¢in var
oldular” demesi dogru mu?Abinadinin Yesa-
yadan alint1 yaparak taniklik ettigi “giinahlari-
mizdan otiirii O yaralands; kétiiliiklerimizden
otiirti O ezildi; huzurumuz i¢in olan ceza O’nun
tizerine indi; ve O’'nun kamgi yaralariyla biz sifa
bulduk” ifadeleri ger¢ekten dogru mu?

Ozetle, Mormon Kitabrnda 6gretildigi gibi
Baba’nin plani gercekten bu kadar merhamet-

li midir? Taniklik ederim ki bu dogrudur ve
Mormon Kitabrndaki huzur verici ve umut dolu
merhamet 6gretileri dogrudur.

Yine de, sizin sadik okumalariniza ve duala-
riniza ragmen, bazi kisilerin, Moroni'nin Cen-
netteki Babanin “[bu seylerin] dogrulugunu size
Kutsal Ruh’'un giiciiyle gosterecektir” vaadinin
gerceklestirmekte zorluk ¢ekebilecegini diisiinii-
yorum.Bu miicadeleyi biliyorum, ¢iinkii yillar
once, Mormon Kitabrn1 birkag kez okudugumda
dualarima aninda ve net bir yanit alamadigimda
bunu hissettim.

Eger zorlaniyorsaniz, sizi Mormon Kitabr'nin
“Rab’bin insangocuklarina ne kadar merhametli
davrandiginr” 6grettigi bircok yol tizerinde de-
rinlemesine diisiinmek i¢cin Moroni'nin 6giidiinii
izlemeye davet etmek istiyorum.Tecriibelerime
dayanarak, bunu yaptiginizda Kutsal Ruh'un
huzurunun kalbinize girebilecegini ve Mormon
Kitabrnin ve 6grettigi merhamet planinin dogru
oldugunu bilebileceginizi, inanabileceginizi ve
hissedebileceginiziumuyorum.

Baba'nin biiyiik merhamet plani ve Kurta-
ricrnin bu plani gergeklestirme istegi i¢in min-
nettarligimi ifade etmek istiyorum. Eger O'nu
ararsak, O’nun kutsal tapinaginda ve hayatimizin
her alaninda Kendisini merhametle gosterecegini
biliyorum. Isa Mesih’in adiyla, amin.
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