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Our love for God and His children is a powerful

testimony to the world that this is truly the Savior’s
Church.

Many years ago Sister Uchtdorf and I were
traveling through southern Germany. It was just
before Easter, and we invited a good friend, who
was not a member of the Church, to join us in
our Sunday worship service. We loved this dear
friend, so it was normal and natural to share with
her how we felt about the Savior and His Church
and to invite her to come and see! She accepted
the invitation and joined us at the meetings of a
nearby branch.

If you have ever brought a friend to church
for the first time, you can probably relate to the
way I felt that Sunday morning. I wanted every-
thing to go perfectly. Our friend was a highly
educated, spiritual person. I earnestly hoped the
meetings of this branch would make a good im-
pression on her and represent the Church well.

The branch met in some rented rooms on the
second floor of a grocery store. To get there, we
had to take the stairs at the back of the building,
passing the strong aromas from goods stored
there.

As the sacrament meeting began, I thought
about my friend experiencing this for the first
time, and I couldn’t help but notice things that
made me cringe a little. The singing, for example,
didn’t exactly sound like the Tabernacle Choir.
Restless, noisy children could be heard during
the sacrament. The speakers did their best, but
they were not skilled at public speaking. I sat
uncomfortably through the meeting, hoping that
maybe Sunday School would be better.
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Tanri’ya ve O'nun ¢ocuklarina olan sevgimiz, bu
kilisenin gercekten Kurtaricimn Kilisesi olduguna
biitiin diinyaya gosteren giiglii bir tamkliktr.

Yillar 6nce Kizkardes Uchtdorf ve ben Al-
manyanin giineyinde seyahat ediyorduk. Paskal-
yadan hemen 6nceydi ve Kilise iiyesi olmayan iyi
bir kadin arkadasimizi pazar ibadet toplantimiza
katilmast igin davet ettik. Bu sevgili arkadasi-
mizi1 seviyorduk, bu ylizden onunla Kurtarici ve
Kilisesi hakkinda nasil hissettigimizi paylasmak
ve onu gelip gormeye davet etmek normal ve
dogaldi! Davetimizi kabul etti ve yakindaki bir
dalin toplantilarinda bize katild1.

Eger bir arkadasinizi kiliseye ilk kez getirdiy-
seniz, muhtemelen o pazar sabahi neler hissetti-
gimi anlayabilirsiniz. Her seyin mitkemmel git-
mesini istiyordum. Arkadasimiz ¢ok iyi egitimli,
ruhsal bir insand1. Bu daldaki toplantilarin onun
tizerinde iyi bir izlenim birakmasini ve Kilise’yi
iyi temsil etmesini i¢tenlikle umut ediyordum.

Dal tiyeleri, bir bakkalin ikinci katindaki
kiralik odalarda toplandi. Oraya ulagsmak i¢in
binanin arka tarafindaki merdivenleri kullanma-
miz ve orada depolanan mallardan gelen giiglii
kokularin arasindan gegmemiz gerekiyordu.

Rab’bin sofrasi toplantis1 bagladiginda, bunu
ilk kez tecriibe eden arkadasimi diistindiim ve
beni biraz rahatsiz eden seyleri fark etmekten
kendimi alamadim. Ornegin, ilahiler tam olarak
Tabernacle Korosu gibi degildi. Rab’bin sofras:
sirasinda yerinde duramayan, giiriiltii yapan
¢ocuklarin sesleri duyulabiliyordu. Konugmaci-
lar ellerinden gelenin en iyisini yaptilar, ancak
topluluk 6niinde konugma konusunda yetenekli
degillerdi. Belki Pazar Okulunun daha iyi olaca-
gin1 umarak toplanti boyunca tedirgin bir sekilde
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It wasn’t.
All morning I worried about what our friend
must think of this church we had taken her to.

Afterward, as we drove home, I turned to
talk to our friend. I wanted to explain that this
was just one small branch and it didn't really rep-
resent the Church as a whole. But before I could
say a word, she spoke up.

“That was beautiful,” she said.

I was speechless.

She continued, “I'm so impressed with how
people treat each other in your church. They all
seem to come from different backgrounds, and
yet it’s clear that they genuinely love each other.
This is what I imagine Christ wanted His Church
to be like”

Well, I quickly repented of my judgmental at-
titude. I had wanted picture-perfect meetings to
impress my friend. But what the members of this
branch had achieved was a heart-perfect spirit of
love, kindness, patience, and compassion.

That Faith Might Increase in the Earth

My dear brothers and sisters, my dear
friends, I love The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. It is the Savior’s true and living
Church, and it teaches the restored fulness of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. His priesthood pow-
er and authority reside here. Jesus Christ leads
this Church personally, through servants He has
called and authorized, and by a living prophet,
even President Russell M. Nelson. The Savior has
given the Latter-day Saints a unique mission to
gather God’s children and prepare the world for
the Savior’s Second Coming. I bear my witness
that all of this is true.

But it’s important to remember that when
most people experience the Church of Jesus
Christ for the first time, they aren’t thinking
about priesthood authority or ordinances or the
gathering of Israel. What they’re likely to notice,
above all else, is how they feel when they’re with
us and how we treat each other.

“Love one another;” Jesus said. “By this all
will know that you are My disciples” Very often,
a persons firsttestimonyof Jesus Christ comes
when he or she feels love amongdisciplesof Jesus
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oturdum.

Ama dyle olmadu.

Biitiin sabah, arkadasimizin onu gotiirdigii-
miiz bu kilise hakkinda ne diisiindiigii konusun-
da endiselendim.

Daha sonra eve arabayla giderken arkadasi-
mizla konusmak i¢in déondiim. Buranin sadece
kiigiik bir dal oldugunu ve Kilise'nin tamamini
gercekten temsil etmedigini agiklamak istedim.
Ama ben daha bir sey sdyleyemeden, o konus-
maya basladi.

“Cok giizeldi” dedi.

Nutkum tutuldu.

Sozlerine soyle devam etti: “Kilisenizde
insanlarin birbirlerine nasil davrandiklarindan
cok etkilendim. Hepsi farkli ge¢mislerden geliyor
gibi goriiniiyor ve yine de birbirlerini gergekten
sevdikleri ¢ok acik. Mesih'in Kilisesinin boyle
olmasini istedigini diigiiniiyorum.”

Yargilayici tavrimdan dolay1 hemen tévbe
ettim. Arkadasimi etkilemek i¢in mitkemmel
toplantilar olmasini istemistim. Fakat bu dalin
tiyelerinin basardig1 sey, sevgi, nezaket, sabir ve
merhametten olusan, kalpten gelen miikemmel
bir ruhtu.

Oyle ki Yeryiiziinde iman Artsin

Sevgili kardeslerim, sevgili dostlarim, Isa
Mesih'in Son Zaman Azizler Kilisesini seviyo-
rum. Bu Kilise, Kurtaricrnin gergek ve yasayan
Kilisesidir ve Isa Mesih'in iade edilmis sevindi-
rici haberinin tamamini 6gretir. Onun rahiplik
giicii ve yetkisi burada bulunmaktadir. Isa Mesih,
bizzat bu Kilise'yi ¢agirdig: ve yetki verdigi hiz-
metkarlar araciligiyla ve yasayan bir peygamber,
hatta Bagkan Russell M. Nelson'in araciligiyla yo-
netmektedir. Kurtarici, Tanr’nin ¢ocuklarini bir
araya toplamak ve diinyay1 Kurtaricr'nin Ikinci
Gelisine hazirlamak i¢in Son Zaman Azizlerine
essiz bir gorev vermektedir. Tiim bunlarin dogru
olduguna sahitlik ederim.

Fakat sunu unutmamak gerekir ki, cogu
insan Isa Mesil'in Kilisesi'ni ilk defa tecriibe
ettiginde, rahiplik yetkisini veya kutsal térenleri
ya da Israil’in bir araya toplanmasini diisiinmez.
Her seyden 6nce fark edecekleri sey, bizimle
birlikteyken nasil hissettikleri ve birbirimize nasil
davrandigimizdir.

Isa, “Birbirinizi sevin” dedi. “Herkes bununla
benim 6grencilerim oldugunuzu anlayacak-
tir”’Cogu zaman, bir kisinin Isa Mesih hakkin-
daki ilktanikligy, Isa Mesih'inégrencileriarasinda
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Christ.

The Savior declared that He restored His
Church so “that faith ... might increase in the
earth” Therefore, when people visit our Church
meetings, the Savior wants them to leave with
stronger faith in Him! The love our friends feel
among us will lift them closer to Jesus Christ!
That is our simple goal every time we gather.

Anyone who is seeking greater faith in Christ
or a closer connection to Heavenly Father should
feel right at home in The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. Inviting them to our meet-
ings can be as normal and as natural as inviting
them into our homes.

The Ideal and the Real

Now, I realize that ’'m describing the ideal.
And in this mortal life, we rarely get to experi-
ence the ideal. And “until the perfect day; there
will always be a gap between the ideal and the
real. So, what should we do when the Church-
doesn’tfeel like the perfect day? When, for what-
ever reason, our warddoesn’tyet nurture perfect
faith or love? Or when it feels that we don't fit in?

One thing we shouldnotdo is give up on the
ideal!

Thetitle page of the Book of Mormonin-
cludes this important caution: “If there are
faults,” it says, “they are the mistakes of men;
wherefore, condemn not the things of God”

Can a book—or a church or a person—have
“faults” and “mistakes” and still be the work of
God?

My answer is a resoundingyes!

So, while we hold ourselves to the Lord’s high
standards, let’s also be patient with one another.
We are each a work in progress, and we all rely
on the Savior for any progress we make. That’s
true for us as individuals, and it’s true for the
kingdom of God on earth.

The Lord invites us not just tojoinHis king-
dom but also to be anxiously engaged inbuildin-
git. God envisions a people who are “of one heart
and one mind’And to be ofoneheart, we must
seekpurehearts,and that requires amighty change
of heart.

But that doesn’t mean changing my heart
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sevgiyi hissettigi zaman gelir.

Kurtarici, Kilisesi'ni iade ettigini bildirdi,
oyle ki “yeryiiziinde iman ... artsin’diye. Bu
nedenle, insanlar Kilise toplantilarimiz ziyaret
ettiklerinde, Kurtarici onlarin Kendisine daha
gliclii bir imanla oradan ayrilmalarini ister! Ar-
kadaslarimizin aramizda hissettikleri sevgi onlar1
Isa Mesihe yaklastiracaktir! Her toplandigimizda
tek amacimiz budur.

Mesihe daha fazla iman etmek veya Cen-
netteki Babayla daha yakin bir baglanti1 kurmak
isteyen herkes Isa Mesih’in Son Zaman Azizler
Kilisesinde kendini tam anlamiyla evinde his-
setmelidir. Onlar1 toplantilarimiza davet etmek,
onlar1 evlerimize davet etmek kadar normal ve

dogal olabilir.

ideal ve Gergek

Su anda ideal olani tarif ettigimin farkin-
dayim. Ve bu 6limlii hayatta, ideal olani nadi-
ren tecriibe edebiliyoruz. Ve “mitkemmel giine
kadar”ideal ile ger¢ek arasinda her zaman bir
bosluk olacaktir. Peki, Kilise mitkemmel bir giin
gibihissettirmediginde,ne yapmaliy1z? Her ne
sebeple olursa olsun, mahallemiz heniiz miikem-
mel bir iman veya sevgibeslemiyorsa,ne yapma-
liy1z? Ya da uyum saglayamadigimizi hissettigi-
mizde?

Yapmamamizgereken bir sey ideal olandan
vazge¢mektir!

Mormon Kitabrnin bas sayfasindasu 6nemli
uyari yer alir: “[Eger] hatalar varsa,” diyor, “bun-
lar insanlarin hatasidir; bu nedenle ... Tanri’nin
yaptig1 islerde kusur aramayin.”

Bir kitabin -ya da bir kilisenin veya bir ki-
sinin- “hatalar1” ve “kusurlar1” olsa bile, yine de
Tanrrnin eseri olabilir mi?

Cevabim cok biiyiik birevet!

Bu nedenle, kendimizi Rab’bin ytiksek
standartlarina tabi tutarken, birbirimize kars1 da
sabirli olalim. Her birimiz gelisim siirecindeyiz
ve kaydettigimiz herhangi bir ilerleme i¢in Kur-
taricr'ya giiveniriz. Bu, bireyler olarak bizim i¢in
dogrudur ve Tanrrnin yerytiziindeki krallig1 icin
de dogrudur.

Rab bizi sadece O'nun kralliginakatilmayade-
gil, ayn1 zamanda bu kralligiinsaetme konusunda
gayretle calismaya davet eder. Tanr1 “tek ytirek
ve tek diisiince” olan bir halk istemektedir.Ve
tekytirekolmak icinsafyiirekler istemeliyizve bu
dayiiregimizde biiyiik bir degisiklikgerektirir.

Fakat bu, ne kendi kalbimi sizinkiyle ayn1
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to align with yours. Nor does it mean changing
your heart to align with mine. It means that we
all change our hearts to align with the Savior.

If we are not there yet, remember: with the
Lord’s help, nothing is impossible.

Fit and Belonging

And if you ever feel like you don't quite fit
in, please know that you are not alone. Haven't
we all been in life situations when we felt like the
stranger in the room? I have experienced this
more than once. When I was 11 years old, my
family was forced to leave our home and move
to an unfamiliar region. Everything was different
from what I was used to. And my accent made
it clear to the other children thatIwas different
from whattheywere used to. At a time when I
desperately needed friendship and belonging, I
felt lonely and displaced.

Here on earth, most of the differences we
notice—the differences some of us use to catego-
rize each other—have to do with earthly things:
physical appearance, nationality, language,
clothing, customs, and so on. But “God does not
view things the way people do. People look on
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at
the heart”

From His perspective, there is one category
that comes before all others: child of God.And
we all fit perfectly in this one.

It’s natural to want to be around people who
look, talk, act, and think like we do. There is a
place for that.

But in the Savior’s Church, we gather all of
God’s children who are willing to be gathered
and who seek the truth. It is not our physical
appearance, our political views, our culture, or
our ethnicity that brings us together. It is not
our common background that unites us. It is our
common objective, our love for God and love for
our neighbor, our commitment to Jesus Christ
and His restored gospel. We are “one in Christ.”

The unity we seek is not to have everyone
stand in the same place; it is to have everyone
face in the same direction—toward Jesus Christ.
We are one not because of where we've been but
where we are striving to go, not because of who
we are but who we seek to become.
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hizaya getirmek icin degistirmek, Ne de sizin
kalbinizi benimkiyle ayn1 hizaya getirmek igin
degistirmek anlamina gelir. Bu, hepimizin kalp-
lerimizi Kurtarici ile ayni hizaya getirmek tizere
degistirmemiz gerektigi anlamina gelir.

Eger heniiz o noktada degilsek, hatirlayin,
Rab’bin yardimiyla higbir sey imkansiz degildir.

Uyum ve Aidiyet

Ve eger tam olarak uyum saglayamadiginizi
hissederseniz, litfen yalniz olmadiginizi bilin.
Hepimiz kendimizi odadaki bir yabanci gibi
hissettigimiz durumlar yasamadik mi1? Bunu
birden fazla kez tecriibe ettim. 11 yasindayken,
ailem evimizi terk etmek ve asina olmadigimiz
bir bolgeye tasinmak zorunda kaldi. Her sey ali-
sik oldugumdan ¢ok farkliydi. Ve aksanim diger
¢ocuklara aligkinolduklarindanfarkli oldugumu
acikcagosteriyordu. Arkadasliga ve aidiyete son
derece ihtiya¢ duydugum bir zamanda, kendimi
yalniz ve yersiz hissettim.

Bu diinyada fark ettigimiz farkliliklarin ¢ogu
-bazilarimizin birbirimizi kategorize etmek i¢in
kullandig: farkliliklar- diinyevi seylerle ilgilidir:
Fiziksel gortiniim, milliyet, dil, giyim, gelenekler
ve benzerleri gibi. Fakat “Rab insanin gordigii
gibi gérmez. Insan dis goriiniise, Rab ise yiirege
bakar”

O’nun bakis agisina gore, diger tiim katego-
rilerden 6nce gelen bir kategori vardir: Tanri'nin
¢ocugu olmak.Ve hepimiz buna mitkemmel bir
sekilde uyuyoruz.

Bizim gibi goriinen, konusan, hareket eden
ve diisiinen insanlarin etrafinda olmak istememiz
dogaldir. Bunun igin bir yer var.

Ancak Kurtaricrnin Kilisesinde, bir araya
toplanmaya istekli olan ve hakikati arayan Tan-
rinin tiim ¢ocuklarini bir araya topluyoruz. Bizi
bir araya getiren sey fiziksel goriintistimiiz, siyasi
goriisimiiz, kiltiirimiiz veya etnik kokenimiz
degildir. Bizi birlestiren sey ortak ge¢misimiz
degildir. Tanrr'ya olan sevgimiz ve komsumuza
olan sevgimiz, Isa Mesihe ve O’'nun iade edilmis
sevindirici haberine olan bagliligimiz, bizim or-
tak hedefimizdir budur. Biz “Mesih’te [biriz].

Aradigimiz birlik, herkesin ayni yerde dur-
masi degil, herkesin ayni yone, Isa Mesihe dogru
bakmasini saglamaktir.Nerede oldugumuzdan
dolay1 degil, nereye gitmeye ¢alistigimizdan dola-
y1, kim oldugumuzdan dolay: degil, kim olmaya
calistigimizdan dolay biriz.
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That is what Christ’s true Church is all about.

One Body

If you love God, if you want to know Him
better by following His Son, then you belong
here. If you're earnestly seeking to keep the Sav-
ior’s commandments—even though youre not
perfect at it yet—then you are a perfect fit for The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

And what if you're different from people
around you? That doesn’t make you a misfit—it
makes you a needed part of the body of Christ.
All are needed in the body of Christ.The ears per-
ceive things that the eyes never could. The feet do
things that the hands would be ineffective at.

That doesn’t mean your job is to change ev-
eryone to be like yourself. But it does mean that
you have something important to contribute—
and that you have something important to learn!

One Voice

In every session of general conference,
we're blessed with inspiring music from talent-
ed choirs. As you listen, you might notice that
the singers don't all sing the same notes. Some-
times one section carries the melody, sometimes
another. But they all contribute to the beautiful
sound, and they’re completely unified. Each choir
member has the same central goal: to praise God
and lift our hearts to Him. Each must have his or
her mind and heart fixed on the same divine pur-
pose. And when that happens, they truly become
one voice.

If you are not yet a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we invite you
to join us as we rejoice in the Savior’s “song of
redeeming love” We need you. We love you. The
Church will be better with your efforts to serve
the Lord and His children.

If you have already shown, through baptism,
through making covenants with God, your desire
to “come into the fold of God, and to be called
his people,’thank you for being part of this great
and divine work and for helping to make the
Church of Jesus Christ what the Savior wants it
to be.

As I learned from my friend in Germany, our
love for God and His children is a powerful tes-
timony to the world that this is truly the Savior’s
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Mesil'in gergek Kilisesi iste budur.
Tek Beden

Eger Tanrr'y1 seviyorsaniz, O'nun Oglunu
takip ederek O’nu daha iyi tanimak istiyorsa-
niz, o zaman buraya aitsiniz. Eger Kurtaricrnin
emirlerini yerine getirmek icin ciddi bir sekilde
¢abaliyorsaniz, heniiz bu konuda mitkemmel
olmasaniz bile, o zaman Isa Mesik’in Son Zaman
Azizler Kilisesine miikemmel bir sekilde uyuyor-
sunuz demektir.

Peki, eger cevrenizdeki insanlardan farkliy-
saniz? Bu sizi uyumsuz biri yapmaz, sizi Mesih'in
bedeninin ihtiya¢ duyulan bir pargasi yapar.
Mesih'in bedeninde herkese ihtiyag vardir.Kulak-
lar, gozlerin asla algilayamayacag: seyleri algilar.
Ayaklar, ellerin yapamayacagi seyleri yapar.

Bu, sizin isinizin herkesi kendiniz gibi olacak
sekilde degistirmek oldugu anlamina gelmez.
Fakat bu, katkida bulunacak 6nemli bir seyiniz
oldugu ve 6grenecek 6nemli bir seyiniz oldugu
anlamina gelir!

Tek Ses

Genel konferansin her oturumunda, yetenek-
li korolarin ilham verici miizikleri ile kutsaniriz.
Dinlerken, sarkicilarin hepsinin ayn1 notalari
soylemedigini fark edebilirsiniz. Bazen bir grup
melodi kismini seslendirir, bazen bagka bir grup
bunu yapar. Fakat hepsi bu giizel sese katkida
bulunur ve tamamen bir biitiinliik sergilerler.
Her koro iiyesinin temel amaci aynidir: Tanrr'y:
yliceltmek ve yiireklerimizi O’na yiikseltmektir.
Herkesin akli ve yiiregi ayni ilahi amaca sabitlen-
mis olmalidir. Ve bu gergeklestiginde, gercekten
tek bir ses olurlar.

Eger heniiz Isa Mesil'in Son Zaman Azizler
Kilisesinin bir {iyesi degilseniz, sizi Kurtaricrnin
“kurtulus sevgisinin sarkisi” ile sevinirken, bize
katilmaya davet ediyoruz.Size ihtiyacimiz var.
Sizi seviyoruz. Kilise, Rab'be ve O'nun ¢ocuklari-
na hizmet etme ¢abalarinizla daha iyi olacaktir.

Eger vaftiz araciligiyla, Tanri ile antlasmalar
yaparak, “Tanrrnin agilina katilmay1 ve O’nun
halki olarak ¢agrilmayi”arzu ediyorsaniz, bu
biiyiik ve ilahi isin bir parcast oldugunuz ve Isa
Mesil'in Kilisesinin Kurtaricrnin istedigi gibi ol-
masina yardimci oldugunuz igin tesekkiir ederiz.

Almanyadaki arkadasimdan 6grendigim gibi,
Tanrrya ve O'nun gocuklarina olan sevgimiz, bu
kilisenin ger¢ekten Kurtaricrnin Kilisesi oldugu-
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Church. na dair diinyaya giigli bir tanikliktir.

May God bless us to patiently but diligently Tanri bizi sabirla ama gayretle Kurtarici-
seek to live up to the ideals our Savior, Redeemer, miz1n, Fidye ile Kurtaranimiz'in ve Usta Ogret—
and Master has set for us—so all will know that menimiz’in bizim i¢in belirledigi ideallere uygun
we are His disciples. In the sacred name of Jesus yasamaya ¢alismamiz i¢in kutsasin ki, boylece
Christ, amen. herkes bizim O’nun 6grencileri oldugumuzu

bilsin. Isa Mesil'in kutsal adiyla. Amin.
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