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Please learn and receive strength from the faith
and testimonies of those who came before you.

While I was visiting the Nashville Tennessee
Temple for a temple review, I was privileged to
do a walk-through as part of this assignment,
reviewing this beautiful house of the Lord. I was
especially impressed with the painting of Mary
Wanlass calledCarry Onhanging on the wall in
the office of the matron.

This is the story behind the painting:

“In Missouri in 1862, the 14-year-old Mary
Wanlass promised her dying stepmother that she
would see to it that her disabled father [and her
four much younger siblings would all make] it to
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. ... Mary drove
the oxen and milk cows that pulled the wagon, in
which her father [was bedridden, and] she cared
for her ... siblings. After each day’s journey, she
fed the family by foraging edible plants, flowers,
and berries. Her only compass was the instruc-
tion she had received to keep traveling west ‘until
the clouds become mountains’

“They reached [the] Utah Valley in Sep-
tember, having traveled all spring and summer.
Her father died not long after the family settled
in Utah County, where Mary later married and
raised her [own] family”

This is an amazing story of the faith and
strength of a 14-year-old young woman that can
help each one of us today to “just carry on.”

“Just carry on”—or freely translated in my
native Dutch language,Gewoon doorgaan—is
also my mom and dad’s lifelong slogan.

My parents and in-laws are the pioneers in
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Liitfen sizden dnce gelenlerin imanindan ve tanik-
liklaridan ders ve gii¢ alin.

Bir tapinak miilakat1 i¢in Nashville Tennes-
see Tapinagr'ni ziyaret ederken, bu gorevin bir
pargasi olarak Rab’bin bu giizel evini gozden
gecirme ayricaligina sahip oldum. Ozellikle
yonetici kizkardesin ofisinde duvarda asili olan
Mary Wanlass'inCarry On [{lerlemeye Devam]
adli tablosundan cok etkilendim.

Resmin arkasindaki hikaye soyle:

“1862'de Missouride, 14 yasindaki Mary
Wanlass, 6lmek {izere olan {ivey annesine, engelli
babasinin ve ¢ok daha kiigiik dort kardesinin
hepsinin Biiyiik Salt Lake Vadisine ulasmasin
saglayacagina dair s6z verdi. ... Mary, babasinin
[yatalak olarak yattig1] yiik arabasini ¢eken okiiz-
leri ve siit ineklerini siirdii ve ... kardeslerine
bakt1. Her giin yolculugun ardindan yenilebilir
bitkiler, ¢i¢ekler ve meyveler toplayarak aileyi
besledi. Tek pusulasi, ufuktaki bulutlar daglara
doniisiiyor gibi goriinene kadar batrya dogru se-
yahat etmeye devam etmesi i¢in aldig1 talimatti.

“Ilkbahar ve yaz boyunca seyahat ettikten
sonra eyliil ayinda Utah Vadisine ulastilar. Baba-
s1, aile Utah County’ye yerlestikten kisa bir siire
sonra 6ldii ve Mary daha sonra burada evlenip
[kendi] ailesini biryiittii.

Bu, 14 yasindaki geng bir hanimin, bugiin
her birimize “sadece ilerlemeye devam etmek”
i¢in yardim edebilecek imaninin ve giiciiniin
inanilmaz bir hikayesidir.

“Sadece ilerlemeye devam et” ya da anadilim
olan Felemenkge'ye ¢evrildigindeGewoon door-
gaanifadesi, ayni zamanda annem ve babamin
omiir boyu siiren sloganidir.

Annem ve babam, kayimpederim ve kayin-
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our family. They have crossed their own “plains,”
just like all those who are coming into the
Church, the Lord’s fold, every day. Their stories
have little to do with oxen and wagons but have
the same effect on future generations.

They embraced the gospel and were baptized
in their young adult years. Both my parents had
a difficult childhood. My father grew up on the
island of Java in Indonesia. During World War
11, he was forcefully separated from his family
and interned in a concentration camp, where he
suffered unspeakable hardships at a young age.

My mother was raised in a broken home and
also suffered from hunger and the hardships of
World War II. At times she even had to resort
to eating tulip bulbs. Due to her father’s actions
and his subsequent divorce from her mother, it
was sometimes difficult for her to see Heavenly
Father as a loving Father.

My parents met at a Church activity and
shortly after decided to get married and sealed
in the Bern Switzerland Temple. Waiting at the
railway station, having spent the last of their little
savings for the trip to the temple, they wondered
how they would make ends meet but were confi-
dent that it would all work out. And it did!

They started to raise their family from a very
humble single attic-room apartment in the heart
of Amsterdam. After several years of washing
their clothes by hand, they had finally saved up
enough money to purchase a washing machine.
Just before they would make the purchase, the
bishop visited them, asking for a contribution
to build the meetinghouse in Amsterdam. They
decided to give all they had saved for the wash-
ing machine and continued to do the laundry by
hand.

As a family we went through some hardships,
just like any other family. These have only made
us stronger and have deepened our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, just like when Alma was shar-
ing his story with his son Helaman, where he told
him that he had been “supported under trials and
troubles of every kind” because he had put his
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

How did two people who experienced so
many trials in their younger years become the
very best parents I could ever wish for? The
answer is simple: they fully embraced the gospel
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validem, ailemizin dnciileridir. Onlar da her giin
Kilise’ye, Rab’bin siiriisiine katilmaya gelen her-
kes gibi kendi “ovalarini” agarak gectiler. Onlarin
hikayeleri okiizler ve at arabalariyla pek ilgili
olmasa da gelecek nesiller {izerinde ayni etkiye
sahiptir.

Sevindirici haberi kucakladilar ve geng yetis-
kinlik yillarinda vaftiz oldular. Annem ve babam
zor bir ¢ocukluk gecirdi. Babam Endonezyanin
Java adasinda biiyiidii. II. Diinya Savasi sirasin-
da ailesinden zorla koparildi ve geng yasta tarif
edilemez zorluklar yasadigi bir toplama kampina
yerlestirildi.

Annem par¢alanmis bir evde biiyiidii ve ayn1
zamanda agliktan ve II. Diinya Savasrnin zorluk-
larindan dolay1 acilar gekti. Bazen lale soganlar1
yemek zorunda kaldig: bile oldu. Babasinin
davranislar1 ve daha sonra annesinden bosanma-
sindan dolayi, Cennetteki Baba’y1 sevgi dolu bir
Baba olarak gérmek onun i¢in bazen zor olmus-
tu.

Annem ve babam bir Kilise etkinliginde
tanistilar ve kisa bir siire sonra evlenmeye karar
verip Bern Isvigre Tapinagrnda miihiirlendiler.
Tren istasyonunda beklerken, tapinaga gitmek
i¢in biriktirdikleri son paray da harcadiktan
sonra, gegimlerini nasil saglayacaklarini merak
ediyorlardi ama her geyin yoluna gireceginden
emindiler. Ve dyle de oldu!

Amsterdam’in gobeginde ¢ok miitevazi, tek
odali bir ¢at1 kat1 dairede ¢ocuklarini yetistirme-
ye basladilar. Birkag y1l boyunca ¢amasirlar: elde
yikadiktan sonra, sonunda bir camasir makinesi
satin alacak kadar para biriktirmislerdi. Satin al-
madan hemen 6nce, gézetmen onlari ziyaret etti
ve Amsterdamda bir kilise binas1 inga etmek i¢in
bagis istedi. Camasir makinesi i¢in biriktirdikleri
her kurusu vermeye karar verdiler ve camasirlar:
elle ytkamaya devam ettiler.

Her aile gibi biz de ailece bazi sikintilar
yasadik. Bunlar bizi daha da giiglendirdi ve Rab
Isa Mesihe olan imanimizi derinlestirdi, tipki
Almanin kendi oglu Helaman’la hikayesini pay-
lagirken, Rab Isa Mesihe giivendigi icin “her tiirlii
zorlukta ve sinamada yalniz birakilmadigin1”
soyledigi gibi.

Genglik yillarinda bu kadar ¢ok sikint
yasayan iki insan, nasil oldu da benim isteyebi-
lecegim en iyi ebeveynler haline geldiler? Cevap
basit: Onlar sevindirici haberi tam anlamiyla
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and live by their covenants to this very day!

After more than 65 years of marriage, my
mother, who suffered from Alzheimer’s disease,
passed away in February. My father, at the age of
92 and still living at home, visited her as often as
he could until she passed away. Some time ago
he mentioned to my younger siblings that the
dreadful experiences in the camp in Indonesia
during World War II had prepared him to pa-
tiently care for his wife for so many years as she
fell ill and deteriorated from this horrible disease
and also for the fateful day he had to entrust her
primary care to others and could not be by her
side anymore. Their motto has been and still is to
“Just carry on,” having a perfect hope in Christ to
be raised up at the last day and to dwell with Him
in glory forever.

Their faith and testimonies are a driving
strength for the generations that have come after
them.

In the village where my wife grew up, her
parents, who were good churchgoing people,
embraced the gospel as a young married couple
with my wife as their two-year-old daughter and
only child at that time. Their decision to become
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints had a great impact on their lives as
they were shunned by the villagers and by their
family. It took many years, loving notes to family
members, and service to the community before
they were finally accepted.

On one occasion when my wife’s father was
serving as a bishop, he was falsely accused of
something and was immediately released. My
mother-in-law was so hurt that she asked her
husband if they should continue to go to church.
He answered that they of course would continue
to go to church since this is not the church of
men, but this is the Church of Jesus Christ.

It took some time before the truth came to
light and apologies were made. What could have
been their breaking point just added to their
strength and conviction.

Why is it that some of us take for granted the
faith and testimonies of our parents who through
all their hardships have remained faithful? Do we
think that they do not have a clear understanding
of things? They were not and are not deceived!
They just have had too many experiences with
the Spirit and can say with the Prophet Joseph, “I
knew it, ... and I could not deny it
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kucakladilar ve bugiine kadar antlagmalarina
uygun yasadilar!

65 yili agkin evlilikten sonra, Alzheimer
hastaligindan muzdarip olan annem subat ayinda
vefat etti. Babam, 92 yasinda ve hala evde yasiyor,
vefat edinceye kadar annemi olabildigince sik
ziyaret etti. Bir siire 6nce, kiigiik kardeslerime, II.
Diinya Savasi sirasinda Endonezyadaki kampta
yasadig1 korkung tecriibelerin kendisini, bu kor-
kung hastaliktan kotiilesen esine yillarca sabirla
bakmaya ve esinin bakimini bagkalarina emanet
etmek zorunda kalacag ve artik yaninda olama-
yacag1 o kader giinii i¢in hazirladigini sdylemisti.
Onlarin slogani, Mesih’te mitkemmel bir umu-
da sahip olarak son giinde dirilmek ve O'nunla
sonsuza dek gorkem iginde yagamak amaciyla
“Sadece ilerlemeye devam et” olmustur ve hala
da dyledir.

Onlarin imanlari ve tanikliklari, kendilerin-
den sonra gelen nesiller i¢in harekete gegirici bir
glictur.

Esimin buyiidiigti koyde, iyi bir kilise tiyesi
olan anne ve babasi, geng bir evli ¢ift olarak, o si-
rada tek ¢gocuklari olan iki yasindaki kizlari, yani
esimle birlikte sevindirici haberi kucakladilar. Isa
Mesih'in Son Zaman Azizler Kilisesi iiyesi olma
kararlari, koyliiler ve aileleri tarafindan dislan-
diklar i¢in yasamlari tizerinde biiyiik bir etki
yarattl. En sonunda kabul edilmeleri i¢in uzun
yillar boyunca, aile iiyelerine sevgi dolu notlar
yazmalar1 ve topluma hizmet etmeleri gerekti.

Bir keresinde esimin babasi gozetmen olarak
hizmet ederken, haksiz yere bir seyle sugland:
ve hemen gorevinden serbest birakildi. Kayin-
validem o kadar kirilmist: ki, kocasina kiliseye
gitmeye devam edip etmeyeceklerini sordu. El-
bette kiliseye gitmeye devam edeceklerini, ¢linkii
buranin insanlarin kilisesi degil, Isa Mesih’in
Kilisesi oldugunu soyledi.

Gergegin ortaya ¢ikmasi ve 0ziir dilenmesi
biraz zaman ald1. Kirilma noktas: olabilecek sey,
gliclerini ve inanglarini daha da artirdi.

Neden bazilarimiz, tiim zorluklara ragmen
sadik kalan ebeveynlerimizin inanglarini ve
tanikliklarini hafife aliyoruz? Olaylar1 net bir
sekilde anlamadiklarini m1 diistiniiyoruz? Kan-
dirilmadilar ve kandirilmiyorlar! Onlar sadece
[Kutsal] Ruh hakkinda ¢ok fazla tecriibeye sahip-
tirler ve Peygamber Joseph gibi soyle diyebilirler:
“Biliyordum ve ben bunu inkar edemezdim.”
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Don't you love the song about the army of
Helaman, found in theChildren’s Songbook?

We have been born, as Nephi of old,

To goodly parents who love the Lord.

We have been taught, and we understand,

That we must do as the Lord commands.

Even when this might not be the case, as my
mother experienced as a child, you can become
one of those “goodly parents who love the Lord”
and provide a righteous example to others.

Do we feel that this is absolutely true when
we sing it? Do you feel that you are “as the army
of Helaman” and that you “will be the Lord’s
missionaries to bring the world his truth”?I have
felt it on so many occasions while singing this
song in several FSY settings and other youth
gatherings.

Or what do we feel when we sing the hymn
“True to the Faith™?

Shall the youth of Zion falter

In defending truth and right?

While the enemy assaileth,

Shall we shrink or shun the fight? No!

True to the faith that our parents have cher-
ished.

To those of the rising generation wherever
you are and in whatever situation you may find
yourself, please learn and receive strength from
the faith and testimonies of those who came
before you. It will help you understand that in
order to gain or grow a testimony, sacrifices will
have to be made and that “sacrifice brings forth
the blessings of heaven.”

Thinking about a sacrifice that will truly
bless your life, please consider and pray about
the invitation of our beloved prophet, President
Russell M. Nelson, when he asked “everyworthy,
able young man to prepare for and serve a mis-
sion. For Latter-day Saint young men, missionary
service is a priesthood responsibility. ...

“For ... young and able sisters, a mission is
also a powerful, butoptional, opportunity.”

You could be called as a service or a teaching
missionary. Both types of missionaries contribute
to the same goal of bringing souls to Christ, each
in their own unique and powerful way.
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Cocuk Sarkilar1 Kitabrnda bulunan Hela-
man1n ordusuyla ilgili sarkiy1 sevmez misiniz?

Eski zamanlardaki Nefi gibi biz de dogduk,

Rab’bi seven iyi bir anne ve babanin evlad:
olarak.

Bize 6gretildi ve anladik ki,

Rab’bin emrettigi sekilde hareket etmeliyiz.

Durum bdyle olmasa bile, annemin ¢ocuk-
ken tecriibe ettigi gibi, siz de “Rab’bi seven iyi
anne babalardan” biri olabilir ve bagkalar1 icin
dogru bir 6rnek sergileyebilirsiniz.

Bu sarkiy1 soylerken bunun kesinlikle dogru
oldugunu hissediyor muyuz? Kendinizi “Hela-
man’in ordusu gibi” oldugunuzu ve “diinyaya
O’nun hakikatini getirmek i¢in Rab’bin gorevli-
leri olacaginizr” hissediyor musunuz?Bu sarkiy:
cesitli GGI [Gengleri Gii¢lendirmek I¢in] ortam-
larinda ve diger genglik toplantilarinda soylerken
bunu pek cok kez hissettim.

Ya da “Imanimiza Sadik Kalalim” ilahisini
soyledigimizde ne hissederiz?

Siyon'un gengleri giiciinii kaybedecek mi?

Gergegi ve dogrular1 savunurken?

Diisman saldirirken,

Miicadeleden ¢ekilecek veya kagacak mry1z?
Hayur!

Anne babalarimizin deger verdigi imana
sadik kalalim.

Nerede olursaniz olun ve kendinizi hangi
durumda bulursaniz bulun, yiikselen kusaktan
olanlar, liitfen sizden 6nce gelenlerin imanindan
ve tanikliklarindan ders alin ve gii¢ alin. Bu, bir
taniklig1 kazanmak ya da gelistirmek i¢in feda-
karliklar yapilmasi gerektigini ve “fedakarligin
cennetin nimetlerini getirdigini” anlamaniza
yardimci olacaktir.

Hayatinizi ger¢ekten kutsayacak bir fedakar-
lig1 diisiiniirken, litfen sevgili peygamberimiz
Bagkan Russell M. Nelson'in “layik ve hizmet
edebilecek giice sahiphergeng erkekten bir géreve
gitmek i¢in hazirlanmasini ve bir gorevde hizmet
etmesini” istedigi daveti diisiiniin ve bu davet
hakkinda dua edin. Son Zaman Azizi geng beyler
i¢in gorevli hizmeti bir rahiplik sorumlulugudur.

“Hizmet edebilecek geng kizkardesler i¢in de
gorev gliclii ancakistege baglibir firsattir”

Bir hizmet gorevlisi ya da bir 6gretim go-
revlisi olarak hizmete ¢agrilabilirsiniz. Her iki
tiir gorevli de, her biri kendine 6zgii ve giiglii bir
sekilde, canlar1 Mesihe getirme amacina katkida
bulunur.
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In both types of service, you will show the
Lord you love Him and that you want to get to
know Him better. Remember, “for how knoweth
a man the master whom he has not served, and
who is a stranger unto him, and is far from the
thoughts and intents of his heart?”

All of us, whether we are the first generation
in the gospel or the fifth, should ask ourselves,
What stories of faith, strength, and celestial com-
mitment will I pass on to the next generation?

Let us all continue in our efforts to get to
know our Savior, Jesus Christ, better and to make
Him the center of our lives. He is the rock upon
which we must build so that when times become
difficult, we will be able to stand firm.

Let us be “true to the faith that our parents
have cherished, true to truth for which martyrs
have perished, to God’s command, soul, heart,
and hand, faithful and true we will ever stand”In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Her iki hizmet tiirtinde de Rab’be O’nu sev-
diginizi ve O'nu daha yakindan tanimak istedigi-
nizi gostereceksiniz. Hatirlayin, “ciinkii bir insan
hizmet etmedigi ve kendisine yabanci olan ve
kalbinin diisiincelerinden ve amaglarindan uzak
olan efendisini nasil taniyabilir?”

Ister sevindirici haberin ilk nesli ister besinci
nesli olalim, hepimiz kendimize sunu sormali-
y1z: Bir sonraki nesle hangi inang, gii¢ ve goksel
baglilik hikayelerini aktaracagim?

Hepimiz Kurtaricimiz Isa Mesih’i daha iyi ta-
nimak ve O’nu hayatimizin merkezi haline getir-
mek i¢cin gayret gostermeye devam edelim. O, zor
zamanlarda saglam durabilmemiz i¢in temelimizi
tizerine inga etmemiz gereken kayadir.

“Anne ve babalarimizin deger verdigi inanca
sadik kalalim, ugruna sehitlerin can verdigi haki-
kate sadik kalalim, Tanr’nin emrine, ruhumuza,
yiiregimize ve elimize her zaman sadik ve vefali
kalacagiz”Isa Mesih'in adiyla, amin.
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