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Faith sprouts as we trust in Jesus Christ and
blooms as we are faithful and loyal to Him.

When I was 17, I made an agreement with
my friend José Luis to teach him how to swim.
So one morning we dedicated time to practice.
When our lesson was over and I was leaving the
pool, I heard my friend shouting for help. He was
drowning in the deep end of the pool.

I threw myself into the water and swam
toward him while praying for help. As I grabbed
his hand to pull him to the surface, my desperate
friend climbed onto my back and put me in a
choke hold. Now we were both drowning. Trying
my best to reach the surface, I prayed with all my
might for a miracle from God. Then, slowly but
steadily, the power of God was manifest as I felt
a hand propelling me toward the shallow end of
the pool, bringing us to safety.

This experience confirmed a profound lesson
President Russell M. Nelson once taught: “When
you reach up for the Lord’s power in your life
with the same intensity that a drowning person
has when grasping and gasping for air, power
from Jesus Christ will be yours”

Dear children and young people, today I
want to talk to you about the essential principle
of faith in Jesus Christ.

Faith in Christ Means Trusting Him

What does it mean to have faith in Christ?
Does it mean webelieve in Himor have a testi-
mony that He is real? That may be a start, but it’s
more than that. Have you ever thought of faith
astrust?Think of the person you trust the most—

Page1 — Not an official publication

Iman, Isa Mesihe giivendigimizde filizlenir ve O'na
sadik kalip layik oldugumuzda ¢igek agar.

17 yasimdayken arkadasim José Luis ile ona
yiizmeyi 6gretmek i¢in bir anlasma yaptim. Bu
yiizden bir sabah pratik yapmak i¢in zaman
ayirdik. Dersimiz bittiginde ve ben havuzdan
¢ikarken arkadasimin yardim i¢in bagirdigini
duydum. Havuzun derinliklerinde boguluyordu.

Kendimi suya attim ve yardim igin dua
ederek ona dogru yiizdiim. Onu yiizeye ¢ekmek
icin elini tuttugumda, ¢aresiz arkadasim sirtima
tirmandi ve beni bogazimdan siki bir sekilde
kavradi. $imdi ikimiz de boguluyorduk. Yiizeye
¢ikmak i¢in elimden gelenin en iyisini yaparken,
Tanrrdan bir mucize gelmesi i¢in var giictimle
dua ediyordum. Sonra, yavas ama istikrarli bir
sekilde, bir elin beni havuzun si1g ucuna dogru
ittigini ve bizi giivenli bir yere getirdigini hisse-
derken Tanrrnin giicii kendini gosterdi.

Bu tecriibe, Baskan Russell M. Nelson’in bir
zamanlar 6grettigi 6nemli bir dersi dogrulad:
“Hayatinizda bogulmakta olan bir insanin nefes
almak i¢in ¢irpinirken sahip oldugu kuvvetle
Rab’bin giiciine ulastiginizda, Isa Mesih’ten gelen
gli¢ sizin olacaktir”

Sevgili gocuklar ve gengler, bugiin sizlere isa
Mesihe imanin temel ilkesi hakkinda konugmak
istiyorum.

Mesih'e iman O’'na Glivenmek Demektir

Mesihe iman etmek ne demektir?Bu, O’na
inandigimizveya O’'nun gercek olduguna dair bir
tanikligimiz oldugu anlamina mi gelir? Bu bir
baslangic olabilir, ama bundan daha fazlasidur.
Siz hi¢ imanigiivenolarak diistindiintiz mi?En
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perhaps a family member or a friend. Why do
you trust them? It is probably because you have
seen their constantloveandhelp.

When we have faith in Christ, we recognize
His blessings and develop a relationship of trust
with Him.

In a recent youth devotional, you were invit-
ed to meditate on a time in your life when you
received a ray of heavenly light. Try this exercise!

Start by meditating about Christ and the
happiness His Atonement and gospel bring to
your life. Also, make a record of the “spiritually
defining memories”where God has been there
for you, for your loved ones, and for the people
in the scriptures. Now, these testimonies will not
bring power to your life until the Spirit etches
them in the “fleshy tables” of your heart.So pon-
der and record all God set in motion for these
miracles to come at just the right time.

Next, use this exercise as an opportunity to
get closer to God. Pray to your Heavenly Father
as if it were the first time. Express your love and
gratitude for His blessings.Even ask Him how He
feels about you and about the direction your life
is taking.

If you are sincere and humble, you will hear
His answer and begin a personal and lasting
relationship with Heavenly Father and Jesus
Christ. Not only that, but your religious habits
will become meaningful! For instance, you will
look forward to your prayers, personal study, and
temple worship as opportunities to get to know
Them and be with Them.

Faith Flourishes with Loyalty

Notice that faith sprouts as we trust in Jesus
Christ and blooms as we are faithful and loyal to
Him. If you want a true relationship with Christ,
show Him by making covenants and honoring
them with faithfulness and loyalty. Making cov-
enants with Jesus Christ builds hope. Honoring
them builds faith.

Let me use a personal example: When I was
a child, I found my mother crying alone one day.
When I asked her why, she gently said, “I need
you to be a good boy” Even though I knew that
I was not the cause of her distress, I loved and
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cok giivendiginiz kisiyi, belki bir aile iiyesini veya
bir arkadasi diisiiniin. Neden onlara giiveniyor-
sunuz? Muhtemelen onlarin siireklisevgisinive-
yardiminigordiigiiniiz i¢indir.

Mesihe iman ettigimizde, O'nun nimetleri-
nin farkina variriz ve O'nunla bir giiven iliskisi
gelistiririz.

Kisa bir stire 6nce gergeklesen bir genclik
baglilik toplantisinda, hayatinizda goksel bir 151k
demeti aldiginiz bir zaman hakkinda meditasyon
yapmaya davet edildiniz.Bu alistirmay1 deneyin!

Mesih ve O’'nun Kefareti’nin ve sevindirici
haberinin hayatiniza getirdigi mutluluk hakkinda
meditasyon yaparak baglayin. Ayrica, Tanrrnin
sizin, sevdiklerinizin ve kutsal yazilardaki insan-
larin yaninda oldugu “ruhsal agidan belirleyici
hatiralarin”bir kaydini tutun. $imdji, bu taniklik-
lar, Ruh onlari yiireginizin “etten olan levhalari-
na” kazimadikga hayatiniza gii¢ getirmeyecektir.
Bu ytizden, bu mucizelerin tam zamaninda
gerceklesmesi i¢in Tanrr'nin harekete gecirdigi
her seyi derinlemesine diisiiniin ve kaydedin.

Sonra, bu aligtirmay1 Tanrr'ya yaklagmak
i¢in bir firsat olarak kullanin. Cennetteki Baba-
niza sanki ilk defa dua ediyormus gibi dua edin.
O’nun nimetleri i¢in olan sevginizi ve minnet-
tarliginiz1 ifade edin.Hatta O’na sizin hakkinizda
ve hayatinizin gidisat: hakkinda nasil hissettigini
sorun.

Eger samimi ve al¢akgoniillityseniz, O'nun
cevabini duyacak ve Cennetteki Baba ve Isa Me-
sih ile kisisel ve kalic1 bir iliskiye baslayacaksiniz.
Sadece bu degil, dini aligkanliklariniz da anlam-
I hale gelecektir! Ornegin dualarinizi, kisisel
calismalarinizi ve tapinak ibadetlerinizi, Onlar
tanimak ve Onlar’la birlikte olmak i¢in bir firsat
olarak dort gozle bekleyeceksiniz.

iman Sadakatle Gelisir

Imanin, Isa Mesihe giivendigimizde filizlen-
digine ve O’na sadik kalip layik oldugumuzda
cicek actigini fark edin. Eger Mesih’le gergek bir
iliski istiyorsaniz, bunu antlasmalar yaparak ve
bu antlagmalar1 sadakatle ve liyakatle onurlan-
dirarak O’na gosterin. Isa Mesih ile antlagmalar
yapmak umut gelistirir. Bu antlasmalar1 onurlan-
dirmak imani gelistirir.

Kisisel bir 6rnek vereyim: Cocukken bir
giin annemi tek basina aglarken gordiim. Ona
nedenini sordugumda, nazikge “lyi bir cocuk
olmana ihtiyacim var” dedi. Uziintiisiiniin sebe-
binin ben olmadigimi bilmeme ragmen, annemi
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trusted my mother like no one else and wanted
to make her life less difficult. So, with tears in my
eyes and with all the solemnity that a nine-year-
old can have, I promised her that day I would
always strive to be the best son and make her
proud.

Can you imagine the power that promise
had—and still has—on me?

That promise with her would guide my
life. Before making decisions, I would consid-
er whether my actions would please her. The
bond of this promise and the relationship with
my mother were the anchors for my conduct
throughout my life.

Years later, as I came to know Jesus Christ
better, I already knew how to base my faith in
Him. I made covenants with the Lord, and as I
have sought to honor them, He has forgiven my
sins, guided my life, and “filled me with his love’
to the very core of my being.Christ has instilled
in me a deep love, respect, and loyalty for Him.

>

Do you understand why “faith is a principle
of action’and that “without faith it is impossible
to please [God]”?

As you try to do what pleases Him,you will
say, like Joseph in Egypt when he was tempted
by Potiphar’s wife, “How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?”And when
faced with opposition, you will say, like the
young Prophet Joseph, “I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it; ... I
knew that by so doing I would oftend God.”

So faith in Jesus Christ is a bond of trust
forged in loyaltyand love. In other words, in
gratitude for God’s merciful love (hesed), we
show our loyal love (emunah) by keeping His
commandments.

Christ promises, “He that hath my com-
mandments, and keepeth them ... shall be loved
of my Father, and I will love him, and will man-
ifest myself to him.”If you commit to being loyal
to Him, He will manifest His love for you.

Faith in the Face of Adversity

But how should you respond to such adverse
situations that require His miracles? While chal-
lenges are inevitable and sometimes frightening,
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hi¢ kimsenin sevmedigi kadar sevdim ve ona
giivendim ve onun hayatini daha az zorlu hale
getirmek istedim. Bu yiizden, gozlerimde yaslarla
ve dokuz yasindaki bir gocugun sahip olabilecegi
tiim ciddiyetle, o giin ona her zaman en iyi ogul
olmak i¢in ¢aba gosterecegime ve onu onurlandi-
racagima soz verdim.

Bu s6ziin benim tizerimde sahip oldugu ve
héla var oldugu giicii hayal edebiliyor musunuz?

Ona verdigim bu s6z hayatima yon verdi. Ka-
rar vermeden Once, davranislarimin onu mem-
nun edip etmeyecegini diigiiniirdiim. Bu soziin
bag1 ve annemle olan iliskim, hayatim boyunca
davranislarimin dayanak noktas: oldu.

Yillar sonra, Isa Mesih’i daha iyi tanimaya
basladigimda, imanimi O’nun {izerine nasil bina
edebilecegimi zaten biliyordum. Rab ile antlas-
malar yaptim ve bu antlagmalar1 onurlandirmaya
galistigimda, Rab benim giinahlarimi bagisladi,
hayatima rehberlik etti ve varligimin en derin
noktasina kadar beni “sevgisiyle doldurdu.”Mesih
bana O’na kars1 derin bir sevgi, sayg1 ve sadakat
agiladi.

Imanin neden bir eylem ilkesi oldugunuve
“iman olmadan Tanrry1 hosnut [etmenin olanak-
s1z oldugunu]” anlryor musunuz?

O’nu hognut eden seyleri yapmaya ¢alistigi-
nizda,Misirda Potifar’in karisi tarafindan ayar-
tildiginda Yusuf’un soyledigi gibi soyle diyecek-
siniz: “Nasil boyle bir kétiiliik yapar, Tanrr'ya
kars1 glinah islerim?” Ve zitliklarla kars: karsiya
kaldiginizda, gen¢ Peygamber Joseph gibi soyle
diyeceksiniz: “Bunu biliyordum ve Tanrr'nin da
bunu bildigini biliyordum ve ben bunu inkar
edemezdim, ... boyle yaparak Tanrr'y1 giicendire-
cegimi ... biliyordum.”

Dolayistyla isa Mesihe iman, sadakatve sev-
giyle yogrulmus bir giiven bagidir. Bagka bir de-
yisle, Tanr’nin merhametli sevgisine minnettar
olarak (hesed), O’nun emirlerini yerine getirerek
vefali sevgimizi (emunah) gosteririz.

Mesih soyle vaat eder, “Kim buyruklari-
mu bilir ve yerine getirirse, ... [onu] Babam da
sevecektir. Ben de onu sevecegim ve kendimi ona
gosterecegim.”Eger O’na sadik kalmaya devam
ederseniz, O da size olan sevgisini gosterecektir.

Zorluklar Karsisinda iman

Peki O'nun mucizelerini gerektiren bu tiir
olumsuz durumlara karsi nasil tepki vermelisi-
niz? Zorluklar kacinilmaz ve bazen korkutucu
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simply walk undauntedtoward Him, just as the
2025 FSY conference theme invites: “Look unto
me in every thought; doubt not, fear not”

Imagine that you are an explorer in unchart-
ed territory. To overcome the obstacles ahead,
you need a source of light. Your faithfulness to
God and your constant interactions with Him are
the fuel for your lantern. So when you encounter
dark and perilous situations, instead of walking
toward them blindly, you will turn on your lamp
filled with the oil of faith in Christ to shed glim-
mers of hope on the uncertain path.Your past
experiences will increase your hope that the Lord
will sustain you on your journey.

Remember my story at the pool? In that
moment of despair, the miracle came in the way
I had expected, but God does not guarantee that
it will always be according to our will. Our faith
must be centered in Christ and our hope in His
blessings, as He chooses to send them. “Expect
miracles,’but “let God prevail in our lives”

God's Promises to His Faithful People

My young friends, how much we love and
trust you! Youbelongto the family of God and are
children of the covenant.Believeand trust in Jesus
Christ. He will enable you to trulybecomeHis
disciples.

I invite you to begin today to nurture your
relationship with Jesus Christ.Make a commit-
ment to never forsake Him.

Your loyalty, love, and trust in Christ will
shape your character and identityafter His. You
will gain confidence and strength to overcome
Satan’s attacks.And when you make mistakes,
you will yearn for His forgiveness.Finally, your
hope for the future will be bright.He will trust
you with His power to accomplish anything He
expects of you,even the power to return to His
presence.

I testify to you of the joy that comes from
singing “the song of redeeming love’and being
“encircled about eternally in the arms of his
love.”In the sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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olsa da, tipki 2025 GGI konferansi temasinin
davet ettigi gibi, yilmadansadece O’'na dogru
ylriiylin: “Her diisiincede bana bakin; kuskulan-
may1n, korkmayin?”

Kesfedilmemis topraklarda bir kasif oldu-
gunuzu hayal edin. Oniiniizdeki engelleri asmak
i¢in bir 151k kaynagina ihtiyaciniz var. Tanrrya
olan sadakatiniz ve O'nunla olan siirekli etkile-
simleriniz sizin fenerinizin yakitidir. Bu nedenle,
karanlik ve tehlikeli durumlarla karsilagtiginizda,
korii koriine yiiriimek yerine, belirsiz yolda umut
1is1klar1 sagmak icin Mesihe olan iman yagiyla
dolu kandilinizi yakacaksiniz.Gegmis tecriibele-
riniz, Rab’bin sizi yolculugunuzda destekleyece-
gine dair umudunuzu artiracaktir.

Havuzdaki hikayemi hatirliyor musunuz? O
umutsuzluk aninda, mucize bekledigim sekilde
geldi, ancak Tanr1 bunun her zaman bizim iste-
gimize gore olacagini garanti etmez. Imanimiz
Mesihe ve umudumuz da O’nun gondermeyi
sectigi bereketlere odaklanmalidir. “Mucizeler
bekleyin,”ama “Tanrrnin hayatlarimizda galip
gelmesine izin verin?”

Tanri'nin Sadik Halkina Olan Vaatleri

Geng arkadaslarim, sizleri ne kadar cok sevi-
yoruz ve sizlere ne kadar ¢ok giiveniyoruz! Sizler
Tanrrnin ailesineaitsinizve antlasmanin ¢ocukla-
risiniz.Isa Mesiheinaninve giivenin. O, gercekten
O’nun 6grencileriolmanizisaglayacaktir.

Sizi, Isa Mesih ile olan iligkinizi gelistirmek
i¢in bugiin baglamaya davet ediyorum.O’nu asla
terk etmeyeceginize dair soz verin.

Mesihe olan sadakatiniz, sevginiz ve giive-
niniz, karakterinizi ve kimliginizi O’nunkine
goresekillendirecektir. Seytanin saldirilarinin
tistesinden gelmek i¢in giiven ve gii¢ kazanacak-
siniz.Ve hata yaptiginizda, O’nun bagislamasini
ozlemle bekleyeceksiniz.Son olarak, gelecek i¢in
olan umudunuz parlak olacaktir.O, sizden bekle-
digi her seyi basarmaniz i¢in Kendi giiciinii,hatta
O’nun huzuruna geri donme giiciinii bile size
emanet edecektir.

Size, “kurtulus sevgisinin sarkisini’s6ylemek-
ten ve “O’nun sevgi dolu [kollarinda] sonsuza
dek [sarilmis]” olmaktan gelen sevince taniklik
ediyorum.isa Mesih'in kutsal adiyla. Amin.
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