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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,

Page1 — Not an official publication

Geri donenler igin cennette seving vardir. Geri
donmeniz igin ge¢ degildir.

Bir zamanlar gorkemli agaglarla gevrili bir
evde yastyorduk.Girisin yaninda giizel bir sogiit
agac1 vard1. Hiiztinli bir gecede giiglii bir firtina
esti ve sogiit agaci yikildi. Kokleri disar1 ¢ikmais
bir sekilde yerde yatiyordu ve iiziicii bir manza-
raydr.

Motorlu testereyi calistirmaya ve yakacak
odun igin agac1 kesmeye hazirlanirken, komsu-
muz beni durdurmak i¢in kosarak geldi. Agagtan
vazgectigim i¢in beni azarladi ve onu kesinlikle
yok etmememiz konusunda 1srar etti. Sonra hala
toprakta olan bir kokii gosterdi ve agaci destek-
lersek, dallarini kesersek ve onu beslersek, kokle-
rin bir kez daha tutunacagini soyledi.

Bu kadar bariz bir sekilde devrilmis ve bitik
durumdaki bir agacin nasil hayatta kalabilece-
ginden ve hayata geri donebileceginden kusku-
luydum ve siiphe duyuyordum. Tekrar biiyiimeye
baslasa bile, bir sonraki firtinada kesinlikle
hayatta kalamayacagini diisiindiim. Ancak kom-
sumuzun bu agacin hala bir gelecegi olduguna
inandigini bilerek, plana uyduk.

Ve sonug ne oldu? Bir siire sonra, agag kok
salmaya basladik¢a yasam belirtileri gordiik.
Simdi, 12 y1l sonra, aga¢ giiglii kokleri ile canli ve
hayat dolu ve bir kez daha manzaranin giizelligi-
ne katkida bulunuyor.

Diinyanin dort bir yanindaki Azizler ile bu-
lusurken, bu s6giit agacini ve her sey kaybolmus
gibi goriinse bile umudun nasil da var oldugunu
hatirliyorum. Bir zamanlar baz1 kisilerin sevin-
dirici habere dair, o sogiit gibi giiclii ve canli
tanikliklar1 olmustur. Ardindan kendilerine 6zgii
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leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:

“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
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kisisel nedenlerden dolay1 tanikliklar1 zayiflamig
ve bu nedenler onlarin imanlarini kaybetmele-
rine sebep olmustur. Baska kisiler de, sevindirici
haber topragina uzanan en ince koklerle hayata
tutunmuslardir.

Ogrenciliklerini yenilemeyi ve Kilise yuvala-
rina geri donmeyi segen birgok kisinin hikayeleri
bana tekrar tekrar ilham vermektedir. Onlar
imanlarini ve inanglarini degersiz yakacak odun
gibi gozden ¢ikarmak yerine, ruhsal telkinlere
ve geri donmeleri i¢in sevgi dolu davetlere cevap
vermislerdir.

Korede bir ¢adir kazig1 konferansina katil-
dim ve orada kiliseye geri donen bir iiye sunlar1
paylastt: “Iman eksikligimi ve zayifligimi kabul
etmeye istekli olduklari, bana ellerini uzattiklari
icin erkek kardeslere ve bana her zaman ¢ok na-
zik davranan tyelere tesekkiir ederim. Etrafimda
héla az aktif olan bir¢ok arkadasim var. Komik,
ama birbirlerine imanlarini geri kazanmak igin
Kilise’ye geri donmelerini séyliiyorlar. Onlarin
hepsininiman 6zlemii¢inde olduklarini diisiinii-
yorum.”

Iman 6zlemi igerisinde olan herkesi geri
donmeye davet ediyoruz. Bir kez daha Azizler ile
birlikte ibadet ettiginizde imaninizin giiglenebile-
cegine sOz veriyorum.

Afrikal1 eski bir gorevli, kidemli bir Kilise
liderine mektup yazarak, onun kiiltiirel bir gele-
nek hakkindaki 6gretilerinden rahatsiz oldugu
ve daha sonra bu nedenle Kiliseden ayrildig1 igin
oziir diledi ve bagislanmay istedi. Alcakgoniillii-
likle sunlari ifade etti: “Ne yazik ki, 15 y1l 6nce
glicenmis olmam bana son derece agir bir bedel
odetti.Cok fazla sey kaybettim; diisiindiigiimden
¢ok daha fazlasini. Yol boyunca vermis olabilece-
gim zarardan dolay1 derin bir utan¢ duyuyorum
ama her seyden 6nce geri doniis yolumu buldu-
gum i¢in mutluyum.”

Kaybettiklerinin farkinda olan herkesi,
sevindirici haberin keyifli meyvesini bir kez daha
tadabilmeleri i¢in geri donmeye davet ediyoruz.

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'ndeki bir kiz
kardes uzun yillar Kiliseden uzak kalmisti. Onun
geri doniis hikayesi, uzaklasan sevdikleri icin ac1
ceken ebeveynler ve aile iiyeleri icin gii¢lii dersler
icermektedir. $oyle yazdi:

“Kiliseden, sevindirici haberden ve belli
bir 6l¢iide de ailemden uzaklagsmamin sayisiz
nedenini siralayabilirim. Fakat bunlarin gergek-
ten bir 6nemi yok. Kiliseden ayrilmak i¢in biiyiik
bir karar vermedim, muhtemelen binlerce se¢im
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But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.

“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary
to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
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yaptim. Ama her zaman bildigim bir sey var ki,
annem babam biiyiik bir karar verdi ve buna bag-
l1 kaldilar. Beni sevmeye karar verdiler.

“Benim adima ne kadar gozyas: dokiildii-
giini, ka¢ uykusuz gece gecirildigini, ka¢ defa
yiirekten yalvararak dua sozleri séylendigini bil-
mem miimkiin degil. Bana giinahlarimdan dolay1
hesap sormadilar, aksine giinahkarligimin iginde
bana seslendiler. Bana evlerinde ve aile toplanti-
larinda istenmeyen kisi gibi hissettirmediler; bu
duygularin hepsi kendi kendime yaptiklarimdi.
Bunun yerine beni hos karsilamaya devam ettiler.
Zamanla 15181min sondiigiinii gormiis olmalilar.
Ancak onlar, o zamanlar oldugum kisinin, heniiz
olmamis oldugum kisinin sadece bir golgesi
oldugunu biliyorlardi.

“Kiliseden ayrilma yolum ne kadar kar-
mastksa doniis yolum da dyle oldu. Ama geri
donmekle ilgili zor olmayan bir sey, ait oldugum
yuvaya geri donme hissiydi”

Bugiinkii mesajim 6zellikle, bir zamanlar
Ruh’u hisseden ama bir geri doniis yolu olup
olmadigini veya Isa Mesih’in iade edilmis Kili-
sesinde sizin i¢in bir yer olup olmadigini sor-
gulayan herkes i¢indir. Bu ayn1 zamanda, zar
zor ayakta duran veya uzaklasmaya meyilli olan
herkes i¢indir.

Bu mesaj bir meydan okuma degildir ve bir
suglama degildir. Bu, sizi ruhsal yuvaniza geri
davet etmek i¢in sevgi ve samimi bir arzu ile
sunulmus bir davettir.

Simdi Kurtaricimiz {sa Mesih’ten gelen bu
sevgi dolu daveti ve muhtesem vaadi duyarken,
Kutsal Ruh'un tanikligini hissetmeniz igin dua
ettim:

“Sizleri iyilestirmem i¢in simdibana don-
meyecek misinizve giinahlarinizdan tovbe edip
dogru inanca déonmeyecek misiniz?”

Her hafta bir¢ok kisi Kurtaricrnin bu dave-
tine, 6grencilige ve Kilise aktivitelerine donerek,
sessizce ve algakgoniilliiliikle Isanin vaat ettigi
sifay1 arayarak cevap veriyor. Ve bazen ortalikta
dolagan hikayelerin aksine, rekor sayida genci-
miz giiclii kalmay ve Isa Mesihe olan imanlarini
biiytitmeyi segiyorlar.

Isanin Kefarnahumdaki takipgilerinden
bazilar1 O’'nun 6gretilerini zor bulup ayrilmay:
sectiklerinde, Isa Havarileri'ne déndii ve “Siz de
mi ayrilmak istiyorsunuz?” diye sordu.

Bu soru bireysel olarak sinav zamanlarry-
la karsilagtigimizda her birimizin cevaplamasi
gereken sorudur. Petrus’un Isaya cevabi zamanin
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whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?

The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”

My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to youw.It is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you
home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Otesinde ve yanki yaratan bir cevaptir: “Rab, biz
kime gidelim? Sonsuz yasamin sozleri sendedir”

Peki, Kurtaricrnin O’na geri donme davetini
diistindiigiiniizde, sogiit agac hikayesinden ne
ogrenebilirsiniz?

Geri doniis yolculugu genellikle kolay veya
rahat degildir, ancak buna deger. S6giidiimiiz
tekrar ayaga kaldirildiginda, tiim dallar: kesil-
misti. Glizel degildi. Eski aliskanliklar1 bir kenara
attigimizda ve gururumuzdan siyrildigimizda biz
de kendimizi savunmasiz hissedebiliriz.Inancini-
z1 Isa Mesihe ve O’nun sevindirici haberine, yani
govdeye ve koklere odaklamak, size o ilk geri
adimi atmak icin umut ve cesaret verecektir.

Soégiidiimiiziin eski giiciine ve giizelligine
kavusmasi uzun yillar aldi. Simdi eskisinden bile
daha giiglii ve daha giizel. Imaniniz ve tanikligi-
niz da biiytirken sabirli olun.Bu durum, “Bunca
yildir neredeydin?” gibi diisiincesiz yorumlara
glicenmemeyi de igerir.

Sogiit, stirekli bakim ve beslenme olmadan
asla hayatta kalamazdi. Her hafta Rab’bin sofrasi
masasinda ziyafet ¢ekerken ve Rab’bin evinde
ibadet ederken imaninizi ve tanikliginizi besleye-
ceksiniz.

Tipki sogiidiin dallarinin ve yapraklarinin
yeniden biiyiimesi i¢in giines 1s181na ihtiyaci
oldugu gibi, sizin tanikliginiz da Ruh’un hislerine
ve tanikligina duyarl: kaldikea biiyiiyecektir. Az
aktif bir tiye oldugu zamanlar1 “bir¢ok kez ¢agril-
dim, ama ben bunu duymak istemedim” diyerek
tanimlayan Amulek’ten 6grenin.

Komsum so6giidiin bir kez daha neye donii-
sebilecegini biliyordu. Dolayisiyla Rab de sizin
ilahi potansiyelinizi, imaninizin ve tanikligini-
zin neye doniisebilecegini biliyor. O, sizden asla
vazgegmeyecektir.Zarar gormiis olan her gey Isa
Mesil'in Kefareti sayesinde iyilestirilebilir.

Taniklik ederim ki geri donenler igin gokler-
de seving vardir.Size ihtiyag var ve siz seviliyorsu-
nuz.Isa Mesih’in Kurtaricimiz olduguna ve O’na
donen herkesi daha biiyiik bir huzur ve biiyiik
bir sevingle kutsadigina taniklik ederim. O’nun
merhametli kollar1 baglanmamus, aksine agilmis
ve size dogru uzanmistir.Geri ddnmeniz igin geg
degildir.Kalbimizdeki tiim sevgiyle, size evinize
hos geldiniz diyoruz. Isa Mesih’in adiyla, amin.
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