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I am forever grateful that holders of the Aaronic
Priesthood, with its powers, ordinances, and du-
ties, do bless all of us.

Thank you, Elder Andersen, for that remark-
able expression of priesthood power and of the
power of the Savior’s Atonement.

One Sunday morning this January, as I sat
in sacrament meeting, over a dozen young men
were sustained to be advanced in the Aaronic
Priesthood. I felt the world changing beneath our
feet.

It struck me that all around the world, time
zone by time zone, in sacrament meetings just
like that one, tens of thousands of deacons, teach-
ers, and priests—like President Holland’s friend
this morning, Easton—were being sustained to
be ordained into lifelong priesthood ministries
that would span the length and breadth of the
gathering of Israel.

Each January, hands are laid on the heads
of about 100,000 young men, connecting them
through ordinance to a bright line of authority
stretching back through the Restoration epoch
to Joseph and Oliver, to John the Baptist, and to
Jesus Christ.

Now, ours is not always a very demonstrative
church. Here, we do understatement.

But still, seeing this rolling thunder of newly
ordained priesthood holders spreading across the
earth, I wondered—in a “church of joy”kind of
way—if it shouldn’t be shouted from the roof-
tops. “Today,” I thought, “there should be trum-
pets and crashing cymbals and blazing Roman
candles. There should be parades!”

Knowing God’s power for what it truly is, we
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Yetkileri, emirleri ve vazifeleriyle Harun Rahip-
ligi sahipleri hepimizi kutsadigi i¢in sonsuza dek
minnettarum.

Rahiplik giictiniin ve Kurtaricr'nin Kefare-
tinin giicliniin bu olaganiistii ifadesi i¢in size
tesekkiir ederim, Yasli Andersen.

Gegen ocak ayinda bir pazar sabahi, Rab’bin
sofrasi toplantisinda otururken, bir diizineden
fazla geng bey Harun Rahipliginde ilerlemek
tizere desteklendi. Ayaklarimizin altindaki diin-
yanin degistigini hissettim.

Diinyanin her yerinde, her saat diliminde,
bunun gibi Rab’bin sofrasi toplantilarinda, on
binlerce hizmetlinin, 6gretmenin ve rahibin, Bas-
kan Holland'in bu sabahki arkadas1 Easton gibi
Israil'in toplanisini eninden boyuna kapsayan
omiir boyu rahiplik hizmetlerine atanmak {izere
destekleniyor olmas1 beni ¢ok etkiledi.

Her ocak ayinda yaklagik 100.000 geng beyin
basina eller konulur, bu da onlar1 kutsal téren
araciligryla lade Edilis déneminden Joseph ve
Oliver’a, Vaftizci Yahya'ya ve Isa Mesihe kadar
geriye uzanan parlak bir yetki ¢izgisine baglar.

Simdi, bizim kilisemiz her zaman ¢ok
gosterisli bir kilise degildir. Kilisemizde bir seyi
oldugundan daha sade gosteririz.

Ama yine de, yeni atanmis rahiplik sahiple-
rinin yiikselen giirleyislerinin yeryiiziine yayil-
digini goriince, igimde “seving dolu bir kilise”-
ruhuyla, bunun damlardan duyurulmas: gerekip
gerekmedigini merak ettim. “Bugiin,” diye
distindiim, “trompetler, zil sesleri ve renkli alevli
havai fisekleri olmali. Gegit torenleri olmali!”

Tanrrnin giiciiniin gergekte ne oldugunu
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were witness to the disruption of the very pat-
terns of this world by godly authority spreading
across the earth.

These ordinations launch these young men
into lifetimes of service as they will find them-
selves in consequential times and places where
their presence and prayers and the powers of
the priesthood of God they hold will profoundly
matter.

This controlled chain reaction began with
a ministering angel sent of God. The resurrect-
ed John the Baptist of ancient times appeared
to Joseph and Oliver, placed his hands on their
heads, and said, “Upon you my fellow servants,
in the name of Messiah I confer the Priesthood
of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering
of angels, and of the gospel of repentance, and of
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins”
(Doctrine and Covenants 13:1).

John called this authority the “Priesthood
of Aaron,” after Moses’s brother and priest-
hood companion. Anciently, the holders of this
priesthood of Aaron were to teach and assist with
ordinances—ordinances that focused disciple-
ship on the future Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ
(seeDeuteronomy 33:10).

The book of Numbers explicitly assigns to
holders of the priesthood of Aaron the tasks of
handling the vessels of the ordinances. “And thou
shalt appoint Aaron and his sons ... and their
charge shall be ... the table ... and the vessels of
the sanctuary wherewith they minister” (Num-
bers 3:10, 31).

The Old Testament ordinance of animal
sacrifice was fulfilled and replaced through the
Savior’ life and Atonement. That ancient ordi-
nance was replaced with the ordinance we now
call the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord entrusts today’s bearers of the
priesthood of Aaron to do very much the same
things they did anciently: to teach and to admin-
ister ordinances—all to remind us of His Atone-
ment.

When deacons, teachers, and priests help
with the sacrament, they receive its blessings just
like everyone else: by keeping the covenant they
make as they individually partake of the bread
and the water. But in the performance of these
sacred duties, they also learn more about their
priesthood roles and responsibilities.

The Aaronic Priesthood is called the prepa-
ratory priesthood partly because its ordinances

Page2 — Not an official publication

bilerek, ilahi otorite yeryiiziine yayilmasiyla, bu
diinyanin diizeninin bozulduguna tanik olduk.

Bu atamalar, varliklarinin, dualarinin ve
sahip olduklar1 Tanrr'nin rahiplik giiglerinin son
derece 6nemli olacag1 zamanlarda ve yerlerde
kendilerini bulacaklar i¢in bu geng beyleri ya-
samlar1 boyunca hizmet etmeye baglatmaktadir.

Bu kontrollii zincirleme reaksiyon, Tanrrnin
gonderdigi bir melekle baslad1. Eski zamanlarin
dirilen Vaftizci Yahya’si, Joseph ve Oliver’a goriin-
di, ellerini onlarin baslarinin tizerine koyarak
soyle dedi, “Siz hizmetkar arkadaglarima, Me-
sil'in adiyla, meleklerin hizmetinin ve tovbenin
sevindirici haberinin ve giinahlarin bagislanmasi
i¢in suya daldirilarak yapilan vaftizin anahtarlari-
n1 elinde bulunduran Harun Rahipligini bahse-
diyorum” (Ogreti ve Antlagmalar 13:1).

Yahya bu yetkiye, Musanin erkek kardesi ve
rahiplik yoldagindan esinlenerek “Harun Rahip-
ligi” adini1 verdi. Eski zamanlarda, Harun'un bu
rahipligine sahip olanlar, gelecekteki Mesih'in,
Rab [sa Mesih'in grenciligine odaklanan kutsal
torenleri 6gretecek ve bu kutsal torenlere yardim-
c1 olacak kisilerdi (bkz.Yasanin Tekrar1 33:10).

Colde Sayim kitabi, Harun rahipligine sahip
olanlara, kutsal torenlerin kaplarini idare etme
gorevini agikea verir. “Harun’la ogullarini gorev-
lendireceksin ... masadan, kutsal yerin hizmetin-
de kullandiklar: kaplardan ... sorumlu olacaklar-
dir” (Colde Sayim 3:10, 31).

Eski Antlasmadaki hayvanlari kurban etme
kutsal téreni Kurtaricrnin hayati ve Kefareti
sayesinde yerine getirildi ve degistirildi. Bu eski
kutsal torenin yerini simdi Rab’bin Sofras: kutsal
toreni dedigimiz toren ald1.

Rab, Harun rahipliginin ginimiizdeki
sahiplerini, eskiden yaptiklar1 seylerin aynisini
yapmakla gorevlendirir: Ogretmek ve kutsal
torenleri yonetmek ki bunlarin hepsi de O'nun
Kefaretini bize hatirlatmak i¢indir.

Hizmetliler, 6gretmenler ve rahipler Rab’bin
sofrasina yardim ettiklerinde, herkes gibi bunun
kutsamalarini alirlar; bunu bireysel olarak ekmek
ve sudan yiyip igerken yaptiklar1 antlasmaya bag-
I1 kalarak alirlar. Ancak bu kutsal vazifeleri yerine
getirerek, kendi rahiplik rolleri ve sorumluluklar:
hakkinda da daha ¢ok sey 6grenirler.

Harun Rahipligine hazirlik rahipligi den-
mesinin bir nedeni de, bu rahiplik kutsal téren-
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allow them to experience the weight and the joy
of being on the Lord’s errand, preparing them
for future priesthood service, when they may be
called upon to minister in unforeseeable ways—
including pronouncing inspired blessings in
times when hopes and dreams, and even life and
death, hang in precarious balance.

Such serious expectations require serious
preparation.

The Doctrine and Covenants explains that
deacons and teachers are “to warn, expound,
exhort, and teach, and invite all to come unto
Christ” (Doctrine and Covenants 20:59). In addi-
tion to these opportunities, priests are to “preach
... and baptize” (Doctrine and Covenants 20:50).

Well, all that sounds like a lot, but in the real
world, these things happen naturally and all over
the world.

One bishop taught his new deacons quorum
presidency these duties. So the young presidency
began to talk about what that might look like in
their quorum and in their ward. They decided
they should start visiting elderly ward members
to see what they needed and then do that.

Among those they served was Alan, a rough,
often profane, and sometimes hostile neighbor.
Alan’s wife, Wanda, became a member of the
Church, but Alan was, as we say, something of a
piece of work.

Still, the deacons went to work, comically
ignoring his insults, while they shoveled snow
and took out trash. Deacons can be hard to hate,
and Alan eventually began to love them. At some
point they invited him to church.

“I don't like church,” he responded.

“Well, you like us,” they said. “So come with
us. You can just come to our quorum meeting if
you want.”

And with the bishop’s approval, he came—
and he kept coming.

The deacons became teachers, and as they
continued to serve him, he taught them to work
on cars and to build things. By the time these
deacons-turned-teachers became priests, Alan
was calling them “my boys.”

They were earnestly preparing for missions
and asked him if they could practice missionary
lessons with him. He swore that he would never

Page 3 — Not an official publication

lerinin Rab’bin hizmetinde olmanin agirligini ve
sevincini tecriibe etmelerine olanak tanimasi ve
onlar1 umutlarin ve hayallerin ve hatta yasam ve
6limiin istikrarsiz bir dengede oldugu zamanlar
da ilham verici kutsamalari telaffuz etmek dahil
olmak tizere, ongoriilemeyen sekillerde hizmet
etmeye ¢agrilabilecekleri gelecekteki rahiplik
hizmetine hazirlamasidur.

Bu kadar ciddi beklentiler ciddi bir hazirlig:
gerektirir.

Ogreti ve Antlagsmalar gdyle agiklar ki, hiz-
metliler ve 6gretmenler “uyarmali, agiklamal,
tesvik etmeli ve 6gretip herkesi Mesihe gelmeye
davet etmelidir” (Ogreti ve Antlagmalar 20:59).
Rabhipler, bu firsatlara ek olarak, “vaaz vermeli
... ve vaftiz etmelidir” (Ogreti ve Antlagmalar
20:50).

Tiim bunlar kulaga ¢ok fazla geliyor olabilir,
ama ger¢ek diinyada bu tiir seyler diinyanin her
yerinde dogal olarak gerceklesir.

Bir gozetmen, yeni hizmetliler kurulu bag-
kanligina bu vazifeleri 6gretti. Bu ylizden geng
baskanlik iyeleri, kendi kurullarinda ve mahal-
lelerinde bunun nasil goriinebilecegi hakkinda
konusmaya basladi. Neye ihtiya¢ duyduklarinm
gormek i¢in ihtiyar mahalle {iyelerini ziyaret
etmeye ve sonra bunu yapmaya karar verdiler.

Hizmet ettikleri kisiler arasinda kaba, ¢ogu
zaman saygisiz ve bazen de diismanca bir komsu
olan Alan da vardi. Alanin esi Wanda Kilise’ye
tiye olmugtu ama Alan, dedigimiz gibi, tam bir
telaketti.

Yine de, hizmetliler ise koyuldular, onun
hakaretlerini komik bir sekilde gormezden
gelerek kar kiirediler ve ¢opleri disari ¢ikardilar.
Hizmetlilerden nefret etmek zor olabilir ve Alan
sonunda onlar1 sevmeye basladi. Belli bir noktaya
gelince, gengler onu kiliseye davet ettiler.

“Kiliseyi sevmiyorum” diye cevap verdi.

“Bizi seviyorsun” dediler. “Oyleyse bizimle
gel. “Eger istersen, sadece bizim kurul toplanti-
miza gelebilirsin.”

Ve gozetmenin onayiyla geldi ve gelmeye
devam etti.

Hizmetliler 6gretmen oldular ve ona hizmet
etmeye devam ettik¢e, o da onlara araba tamir
etmesini ve bir seyler insa etmesini dgretti. Hiz-
metliler 6gretmen, 6gretmenler rahip olduklarin-
da, Alan onlara “benim ogullarim” diyordu.

Ciddiyetle goreve hazirlaniyorlard: ve gorevli
derslerini onunla pratik yapip yapamayacaklarini
sordular. Asla dinlemeyecegine ya da asla inan-
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listen and never believe, but, yeah, they could
practice at his house.
And then Alan got sick. And he softened.
And one day in quorum meeting, he tenderly
asked them to pray for him to quit smoking, and
so they did. But then they followed him home
and confiscated all of his tobacco stash.

As his failing health put Alan into hospitals
and rehab centers, “his boys” served him, quietly
exuding powers of priesthood and of love un-
feigned (seeDoctrine and Covenants 121:41).

The miracle continued when Alan asked to
be baptized—but then he passed away before
it could happen. At his request, his deacons-
turned-priests were the pallbearers and the
speakers at his funeral, where they—fitting-
ly—warned, expounded, exhorted, taught, and
invited all to Christ.

And later, in the temple, it was one of “Alan’s
boys” who baptized that erstwhile deacons quo-
rum president in proxy for Alan.

Everything John the Baptist said to do, they
did. They did what deacons, teachers, and priests
do all over this Church and all over this world.

One of the things holders of the priesthood
of Aaron are charged to do involves the ordi-
nance of the sacrament.

Last year I met an inspired bishop and his
wonderful wife. On a recent Saturday morning,
they were driving to their son’s baptism and suf-
fered the tragic and sudden loss of their darling
two-year-old daughter, Tess.

The next morning their ward members gath-
ered for sacrament meeting filled with compas-
sion, also suffering over the loss of this perfect
little girl. No one expected the bishop’s family
to be at church that morning, but a couple of
minutes before the meeting started, they quietly
entered and took their place.

The bishop went to the stand and walked
past his usual seat between his counselors and sat
down instead between his priests at the sacra-
ment table.

During that anguished and sleepless night
before of searching for understanding and peace,
he had received a strong impression of what his
family most needed—and what his ward most
needed. It was to hear the voice of their bishop,
their ward Aaronic Priesthood president, their
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mayacagina yemin etti ama evet, onun evinde
pratik yapabilirlerdi.

Ve ardindan Alan hastalandi. Ve o yumusgadu.

Ve bir giin, kurul toplantisinda, onlardan
sigaray1 birakmasi i¢in dua etmelerini kibarca
istedi, onlar da dua ettiler. Ama daha sonra onu
eve kadar takip ettiler ve tiim tiitlin zulasina el
koydular.

Kétiilesen sagligi Alan hastanelere ve
rehabilitasyon merkezlerine siiriikledikge, “geng
gocuklar1” sessizce rahiplik giiclerini ve igten
sevgilerini yayarak ona hizmet ettiler (bkz.Ogreti
ve Antlagmalar 121:41).

Alan vaftiz olmak istediginde bu mucize
devam etti, ancak bu gergeklesemeden vefat etti.
Istegi tizerine, onun rahipler olan hizmetlileri,
cenazesinde onun tabutunu tasiyan ve konusan
kisiler oldular, burada -uygun bir sekilde- uyardi-
lar, agikladilar, tegvik ettiler, 6grettiler ve herkesi
Mesihe davet ettiler.

Ve daha sonra, tapinakta, Alan'in ogullarin-
dan biri Alanin adina vekaleten o eski hizmetliler
kurulu bagkanini vaftiz etti.

Vaftizci Yahyanin yapilmasini séyledigi her
seyi yaptilar. Hizmetlilerin, 6gretmenlerin ve
rahiplerin bu Kilise'nin ve diinyanin her yerinde
yaptiklarini yaptilar.

Harun'un rahipligine sahip olanlarin yap-
makla yiikiimlii olduklar seylerden biri de
Rab’bin sofrasi kutsal torenidir.

Gegen y1l, ilham verici bir gézetmen ve onun
harika esiyle tanistim. Gegtigimiz cumartesi
sabahi ogullarinin vaftiz torenine giderken, iki
yasindaki sevgili kizlar1 Tess’i trajik ve ani bir
sekilde kaybettiler.

Ertesi sabah, mahalle tiyeleri bu miikemmel
kiigiik kizin kaybindan dolay1 ac1 gekerek, sefkat
dolu Rab’bin sofrasi toplantisi igin bir araya
geldiler. Kimse gozetmenin ailesinin o sabah kili-
sede olmasini beklemiyordu, fakat onlar toplanti
baslamadan birka¢ dakika dnce, sessizce iceri
girdiler ve yerlerine oturdular.

Gozetmen kiirsiiye gitti ve danigmanlarinin
arasindaki her zamanki koltugunun yanindan
gecerek Rab’bin sofras1 masasindaki rahiplerinin
arasina oturdu.

Anlay1s ve huzur arayisiyla gecen o 1zdiraph
ve uykusuz gece sirasinda, ailesinin ve kendi
mahallesinin en ¢ok neye ihtiyac1 olduguna dair
gliclii bir izlenim edinmisti. Bu ihtiyag, kendi
gozetmenlerinin, mahallelerinin Harun Rahipligi
baskaninin ve kederli babalarinin sesini Rab’bin
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grieving father, pronounce the promises of the
sacramental covenant.

So, in due course, he knelt with those priests
and spoke to His Father. With the pathos of that
occasion, he pronounced some of the most pow-
erful words that anyone is ever allowed to say out
loud in this lifetime.

Words of eternal consequence.

Words of ordinance.

Words of covenant.

Instruction that connects us to the very pur-
poses of this life—and to the most magnificent
outcomes of Heavenly Father’s plan for us.

Can you imagine what the congregation
heard in that chapel that day—what they felt
in the words that we hear every Sunday in our
chapels?

“O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in
the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to bless and
sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who
partake of it, that they may eat in remembrance
of the body of thy Son, and witness unto thee, O
God, the Eternal Father, that they are willing to
take upon them the name of thy Son, and always
remember him and keep his commandments
which he has given them; that they may always
have his Spirit to be with them. Amen” (Doctrine
and Covenants 20:77).

And then: “O God, the Eternal Father, we
ask thee in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ,
to bless and sanctify this [water] to the souls of
all those who drink of it, that they may do it in
remembrance of the blood of thy Son, which was
shed for them; that they may witness unto thee,
O God, the Eternal Father, that they do always
remember him, that they may have his Spirit to
be with them. Amen” (Doctrine and Covenants
20:79).

This good father and mother testify that that
promise has been fulfilled. They do, in fact, to
their everlasting comfort, “have his Spirit to be
with them?”

I am forever grateful that holders of the
Aaronic Priesthood, with its powers, ordinances,
and duties, do bless all of us through the keys of
the very “ministering of angels, and of the gospel
of repentance, and of baptism by immersion for
the remission of sins” (Doctrine and Covenants
13:1). In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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sofrasi antlasmasinin vaatlerini telaffuz ederken
duymakti.

Boylece zamani gelince, o rahiplerle birlikte
diz ¢okiip [Cennetteki] Babasi ile konustu. Bu
olayin acikli duygusuyla, bu yasamda bir insanin
yiiksek sesle s6ylemesine izin verilen en giiglii
sozlerden bazilarini telaftuz etti.

Ebedi sonuclar1 olan sozler.

Kutsal toren sozleri.

Antlagma sozleri.

Bizi bu hayatin gergek amaglarina ve Cennet-
teki Babanin bizim i¢in olan planinin en muhte-
sem sonuglarina baglayan talimatlar.

Toplulugun o giin, o kilisede neler duydugu-
nu hayal edebiliyor musunuz? Her pazar kilisede
dinledigimiz sozler sayesinde neler hissettikleri-
ni?

“Ey Tanri, Ebedi Baba, senden Oglun Isa
Mesil'in adiyla, bu ekmegi ondan yiyecek olan
herkesin cani i¢in bereketlemeni ve kutsamani
diliyoruz ki Oglu'nun bedeninin hatirasi olarak
yesinler ve ey Tanri, Ebedi Baba, Oglunun adin1
tizerlerine almaya ve O’nu her zaman hatirlamaya
ve O’nun kendilerine vermis oldugu emirleri ye-
rine getirmeye istekli olduklarina dair sana tanik-
lik etsinler ki O’'nun Ruhu her zaman yanlarinda
bulunsun. Amin” (Ogreti ve Antlagmalar 20:77).

Ve ardindan: “Ey Tanri, Ebedi Baba, sen-
den Oglun Isa Mesih'in adiyla, bu [suyu] ondan
icecek olan herkesin cani i¢in bereketlemeni ve
kutsamani diliyoruz ki Oglunun kendileri i¢in
dokiilmiis olan kaninin hatirasi olarak icsinler;
ey Tanri, Ebedi Baba, O'nu her zaman hatirladik-
larina dair sana taniklik etsinler ki O’nun Ruhu
yanlarinda bulunsun. Amin” (Ogreti ve Antlag-
malar 20:79).

Bu iyi baba ve anne, bu vaadin gergeklesti-
gine taniklik ederler. Aslinda, onlar sonsuza dek
teselli olmalari i¢in, “O’nun [Ruhu’nun] yanlarin-
da [bulunmasini]” saglarlar.

Harun Rahipligine sahip olanlar bu rahip-
ligin giicleri, kutsal torenleri ve vazifeleriyle
“meleklerin hizmetinin ve tovbenin sevindirici
haberinin ve giinahlarin bagislanmasi igin suya
daldirilarak yapilan vaftizin anahtarlar1” araci-
ligiyla hepimizi kutsadiklar: icin sonsuza dek
minnettarim. (Ogreti ve Antlagmalar 13:1). Isa
Mesil'in adiyla, amin.
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