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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
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Tanklik ederim ki bebekler, cocuklar ve gengler,
tiim giicii ve giizelligiyle yerytiziinde yeseren Tan-
rimin kralligimin birer yansimasidir.

Isa, 6liimlii hayatinin son yilina Havarile-
rinin egitimini yogunlastirarak basladi. Eger
O’nun mesaj1 ve Kilisesi hayatta kalacaksa, O'nu
sadece 24 aydir taniyan 12 siradan adamin yii-
reklerine daha fazla seyler islenmeliydi.

Bir giin Isa, Onikiler arasindaki bir tartis-
maya tanik oldu ve sonra “Yolda neyi tartisi-
yordunuz?” diye sordu.Kayuitlar, goriiniise gore
utanmislardi, “hi¢ birinden ses ¢ikmadi™diye
yazmaktadir. Ama 6gretmenlerin en biyiigi yii-
reklerindeki diisiinceleri sezdive kisisel gururun
ilk belirtilerini hissetti. Bu yiizden “yanina kiigiik
bir ¢ocuk ¢agirdy, ...

Ve soyle dedi: “Size dogrusunu soyleyeyim,
yolunuzdan doniip kiigiik ¢ocuklar gibi olmazsa-
niz, Goklerin [Kralligrna] asla giremezsiniz.

“Kim bu ¢ocuk gibi al¢akgoniillii olursa,
Goklerin [Kralligi'nda] en biiyiik odur”

Sunu da belirtmek gerekir ki, Mesih’in
dogumundan dnce bile, Kral Benyamin'in veda
vaazinda bir ¢ocugun algakgoniilliligii ile ilgili
su derin yorum yer almaktaydi. $6yle demek-
tedir, “Dogal insan, Tanrr'ya diismandir ... Rab
Mesil'in kefaretinin sayesinde bir aziz olmadikga
ve bir ¢ocuk gibi uysal, ... algakgoniilli, ... sevgi
dolu, ayn1 babasina [ses veren] bir ¢ocuk gibi
olmadikga sonsuza dek her zaman boyle kalacak-
tir”

Simdi, belli ki tesviketmedigimizbazi ¢ocuk-
¢a egilimler vardir. Yirmi bes yil 6nce, o zaman-
lar {i¢ yasinda olan torunum bes yasindaki kiz
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year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We

quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
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kardesini kolundan 1sird1. O gece gocuklarla ilgi-
lenen damadim, kizina aklina gelen tiim affetme
derslerini ¢ilginca 6gretti ve kiigiik kardesinin
muhtemelen kolundaki 1sir1gin nasil bir his oldu-
gunu bile bilmedigi sonucuna vardi. Bu talihsiz
babacan yaklasim bir dakika, belki de bir buguk
dakika kadar ise yaradi, ta ki gocuk odasindan
kiz torunumun sakince “$imdi biliyor” diye ba-
girdig1 camu titreten ¢iglik duyulana kadar.

Oyleyse, geng takimin erdemlerinde gor-
memiz gereken sey nedir? Tiim Mormon Kita-
brnin en dokunakl yerinde Mesik’in Kendisini
gdzyaslarina bogan sey neydi? Isa goksel atesi ve
koruyucu melekleri o ¢ocuklarin etrafini sar-
malari i¢in ¢agirdiginda ve yetiskinlere “kiigtik
[¢ocuklarina] bakmalarini” emrettiginde ne
6gretiyordu?

Tiim bunlara neyin yol agtigin1 bilmiyoruz,
ancak bunun onlarin saflig1 ve masumiyetiyle,
dogustan gelen alcakgoniilliiliikleriyle ve bunu
korudugumuz takdirde hayatlarimizagetirebile-
cekleriylebir ilgisi oldugunu diisiinmeliyim.

Umutsuzluk dolu giinlerimiz neden “Her sey
bos, bombos” olarak nitelendirilmistir?Lehinin
gortimiinde ruhsal olarak 6lii olan biiyiik ve
genis binay1 niteleyen kelimeler nasil oluyor da
“insang¢ocuklarinin bos hayalleri ve gururu”ile
karakterize ediliyor? Peki ya Zoramlilar, bu kadar
bencilce dua eden o grup? Alma onlar hakkinda,
“Ey Tanry, ... onlar diinyanin bos seyleriyle ...
bobiirlenirken, agizlariyla sana [dua ediyorlar]
dedi.

Buna karsilik, dua eden bir ¢ocuktan daha
tatl, daha saf ya da daha algakgoniillii bir sey
var midir? Sanki cennet odanin i¢indeymis gibi.
Tanr1 ve Mesih o kadar gergektir ki, ancak daha
sonra bagkalar1 i¢in bu tecriibe daha yiizeysel
hale gelebilir.

Yashi Richard L. Evans’in 60 yil 6nce soyledigi
gibi: “Cogumuz Mesih¢i oldugumuzu iddia edi-
yoruz, ama ... O'nu yeterince ciddiye almiyoruz.
... Ona sayg1 duyuyoruz ama O’nu takip etmiyo-
ruz. ... O'nun sozlerini alintiliyoruz ama onlara
gore yasamiyoruz.”“O’na hayranlik duyuyoruz
ama O’na kulluk etmiyoruz”

Eger diinya [sa’y1 zaman zaman kiifiirlii
konugmalarin iistiinde tutsaydi, hayat ne kadar
farkli olabilirdi.

Fakat ¢ocuklar O’'nu gercekten severler ve bu
sevgi hayatin oyun alanindaki diger iliskilerine
de yansiyabilir. Kural olarak, cocuklar en kiigitk
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youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
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yaslarinda bile o kadar kolay sever, o kadar kolay
affeder ve o kadar keyifli giilerler ki en soguk, en
kat1 kalbi bile eritebilirler.

Evet, liste uzay1p gidiyor. Saflik? Giiven?
Cesaret? Karakter?

Cok sevdigim geng bir arkadagimin Tanr1
oniinde sergiledigi alcakgonilliiligii gormek igin
benimle gelin.

5 Ocak 2025’te, 91 giin 6nce, Easton Darrin
Jolley'e Harun Rahipligi bahsedildi ve Isa Me-
si’in Son Zaman Azizler Kilisesinde bir hizmetli
olarak atandu.

Easton, kendini bildi bileli Rab’bin Sofrasrni
dagitmayi arzu ediyordu. Fakat bu kutsal firsata,
basarisiz olacagina, diisecegine, alay edilecegine
ya da kendisini ve ailesini utandiracagina dair
mide bulandirici bir korku eslik ediyordu.

Gordigiiniiz iizere, Easton'in Ullrich konje-
nital kas distrofisi adinda nadir goriilen ve gok
yikici bir hastalig1 var. Bu hastalik gelecekle ilgili
umutlarini ve hayallerini paramparga ederken,
geng hayatini giderek ¢etin zorluklarla doldur-
maktadir. Yakinda kalici olarak tekerlekli sandal-
yeye mahkum olacak. Ailesi bundan sonra onu
nelerin beklediginden bahsetmiyor.

Atanmasindan sonraki pazar giini, Easton
ilk kez Rab’bin sofrasinin dagitimi yapacakti.

Ve onun igten ige tasidigr motivasyon, kendisini
ve bu kutsal sembolleri mahallenin gézetmeni
olan babasina sunabilmekti. Bu gérevi bekler-
ken yalvarip yakarmuis, aglayip sizlanmais ve hig
kimsenin, amahi¢ kimseninona yardim etmeye
caligmayacagina dair bir garanti almisti. Kendisi-
ne 6zgii bircok nedenden 6tiirii, bunu tek basina
ve yardim almadan yapmasi gerekiyordu.

Rahip ekmegi boliip kutsadiktan sonra -ki bu
Mesil'in parcalanmis bedenini temsil eden bir
semboldiir- Easton, pargalanmis bedeniyle tep-
sisini almak i¢in topallayarak yukari ¢ikt1. Fakat
toplant1 salonunun zemininden kiirsiiye kadar ti¢
biiytik basamak vardi. Boylece, tepsisini aldiktan
sonra olabildigince yiiksege uzandi ve tepsiyi
korkulugun tizerindeki yiizeye yerlestirdi. Sonra,
daha yiiksek basamaklardan birine oturdu, iki
eliyle sag bacagini ilk basamaga ¢ekti. Sonra sol
bacagini ayn1 basamaga ¢ekti ve bu sekilde, zorlu
bir sekilde devam etti, ta ki kisisel ti¢ basamaklt
Everest Dagrnin zirvesine ulasana kadar.

Daha sonra kendisini ayakta durabilecegi
bir tastyic1 direge dogru manevra yaparak gekti.
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position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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Tepsiye geri dondii. Birka¢ adim daha attiktan
sonra, gozlerinden yaslar akan ve yiiziinden asag1
stizlilen gozyaslariyla, bu mitkemmel derecede
cesur ve sadik oglunu kucaklamaktan kendini
alikoymak zorunda kalan gézetmenin, kendi 6z
babasinin 6niinde durdu. Ve Easton, yiiziinde
beliren genis bir giiliimsemeyle, biiyiik bir rahat-
lama iginde, “[Babam? yiicelttim ve yapmam i¢in
onun bana verdigi isi tamamladim]” diyebildi.

Iman, sadakat, saflik, giiven, onur ve en
sonunda memnun etmek istedigi babasina olan
sevgiyi gordiik. Bu nitelikler ve bunun gibi bir
diizine bagka nitelikbizesunu da soyletir: “Kim
bu ¢ocuk gibi algakgoniillii olursa, Goklerin
[Kralligi'nda] en biiyiik odur”

Kardeslerim ve dostlarim, taniklik ederim ki,
bildigim en giizel goriintiilerin basinda, bugiin
bahsettigimiz kisiler kadar vicdanli ve paha
bi¢ilmez bebekler, ¢ocuklar ve gengler geliyor.
Taniklik ederim ki, onlar tiim giicii ve giizelli-
giyle Tanrrnin yeryiiziinde biiyliyen kralliginin
goruntileridir.

Ayni taniklik ruhuyla, Joseph Smith’in geng-
liginde gordiigiint soyledigi seyleri gordiigiine
ve konustugunu soyledigi kisilerle konustuguna
taniklik ederim. Taniklik ederim ki, algakgoniillii
ve tertemiz Russell M. Nelson, Tanrrnin atanmis
ve Ustiin yetenekler verilmis peygamberi ve gore-
nidir. Hayatim boyunca kitap okumus biri olarak,
Mormon Kitabrnin simdiye kadar okudugum en
faydali kitap olduguna ve birgok konaktan olusan
bir kralliktaki kiigiik meskenimin temel tas:
olduguna sahitlik ederim. Rahipligin ve duanin,
yani Mesil'in rahipliginin ve sizin dualarinizin
benim hayatim1 canlandirdigina sahitlik ederim.
Biitiin bunlarin dogru oldugunu biliyorum ve
Tanrrnin biitiin ogullarinin en sadik ve algak-
goniilliisii olan -Alfa ve Omega, Biiyiik Ben'im,
carmiha gerilmis, giivenilir tanigin- hatta Rab Isa
Mesil'in adiyla size taniklik ederim, amin.
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