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The Lord is merciful and our Heavenly Father’s
plan of salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

A Prophet's Invitation

Last April, soon after the joyful news that the
Church had acquired the Kirtland Temple, Pres-
ident Russell M. Nelson invited us to study the
dedicatory prayer of the Kirtland Temple, record-
ed insection 109 of the Doctrine and Covenants.
The dedicatory prayer, said President Nelson,

“is a tutorial about how the temple spiritually
empowers you and me to meet the challenges of
life in these last days.”

I am sure your study of section 109 yielded
insights that blessed you. This evening, I share
a couple of things I learned as I followed our
prophet’s invitation. The peace-giving path down
which my study led reminded me that the Lord
is merciful and that our Heavenly Father’s plan of
salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

Newly Called Missionaries Serving in
the Temple

As you may be aware, “newly called mis-
sionaries are encouraged to receive the temple
endowment as soon as possible and to attend the
temple as often as circumstances allow” Once en-
dowed, they also “may serve as temple ... work-
ers before they begin missionary service”

Page1 — Not an official publication

Te haapi’i nei Elder Rasband ¢, ua i te Atua i te
aroha e te faunahoraa no te fanoraraa, e faanaho-
raa ia no te aroha.

Te ani-manihini-ra'a a te ho'é peropheta

[ te 'avae "Eperéra i te matahiti i ma’iri ae nei,
i muri noa mai i te parau ‘api oaoa &, 'ua fari’i te
"Ekalesia i te hiero no Keterani, *ua titau manihi-
ni te peresideni Russell M. Nelson ia tatou ia taio
maite i te pure haamoara’a o te hiero no Keterani
i roto i tetuha’a 109 o Te Ha'api'iraa Tumu e te
mau Fafauraa’Ua riro te pure haamoaraa, te
parau ia a Peresideni Nelson, « ei ha'api’iraa nd
nia i te huru e horoa mai ai te hiero ia ouou e
idu nei i te mana i te pae varua no te pahono i
te mau tamataraa o te oraraa i teie mau mahana
hope’a nei ».

"Ua papui id'u €, 'ua horoa mai ta outou
tuatapaparaa i te tuhaa 109 i te mau hiora’a o tei
haamaita’i ia outou. I teie ahiahi, té fad’ite nei au
e piti mea ta'u i’ite 'a pee ai au i te titau-mani-
hini-ra’a a to tatou peropheta. 'Ua faahaamanao
mai te €a hau ta tdu haapi’iraa &, 'ua 1 te Atua
i te aroha e te faanahora’a no te fadaoraraa a to
tatou Metua i te Ao ra, e faanahora’a ia no te
aroha.

Mau misionare pi‘i-"api-hia e tavinirai
roto i te hiero
Mai ta outou i ’ite paha, « te faaitoitohia nei

te mau misionare i pi’i-’api-hia 'ia fari’i oioi i te
Oroa no te hiero e ’ia haere pinepine i te hiero
mai te mea e nehenehe ». ’Ia fari’i ratou i to ratou
‘oroa hiero, e nehenehe atoa « ratou e tavini ei
rave ohipa no te te hiero [...] hou a haamata ai i
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Time in the temple before entering the mis-
sionary training center (MTC) can be a wonder-
tul blessing for new missionaries as they learn
more about temple covenants before sharing the
blessings of those covenants with the world.

But in studying section 109, I learned that
in the temple, God empowers new missionar-
ies—indeed, all of us—in an additional, sacred
way.In the dedicatory prayer, given by revelation,
the Prophet Joseph Smith prayed that “when thy
servants shall go out from thy house ... to bear
testimony of thy name,” the “hearts” of “all peo-
ple” would “be softened”—both the “great ones of
the earth” and “all the poor, the needy, and [the]
afflicted” He prayed that “their prejudices may
give way before the truth, and thy people may
obtain favor in the sight of all; that all the ends of
the earth may know that we, thy servants, have
heard thy voice, and that thou hast sent us”

This is a beautiful promise for a newly called
missionary—to have prejudices “give way before
the truth,” to “obtain favor in the sight of all,”
and to have the world know they are sent by the
Lord. Each of us surely needs these same bless-
ings. What a blessing it would be to have hearts
softened as we interact with neighbors and co-
workers. The dedicatory prayer does not explain
exactly how our time in the temple will soften
others’ hearts, but I am convinced it is bound up
with how time in the house of the Lord softens
our own hearts by centering us on Jesus Christ
and His mercy.

The Lord Answers Joseph Smith's Plea
for Mercy

As I studied the Kirtland dedicatory prayer,
I was also struck that Joseph again and again
pleaded for mercy—for the members of the
Church,for the enemies of the Church,for the
leaders of the country, for the nations of the
earth.And, very personally, he pleaded with the
Lord to remember himand to have mercy upon
his beloved Emma and their children.

How must Joseph have felt when, one week
later, on Easter Day, April 3, 1836, in the Kirtland
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te ohipa taviniraa misionare ».

Te haereraa i roto i te hiero hou ’a tomo ai
iroto i te ptt haapi’ipi'iraa misionare (PHM), e
h@amaita’iraa rahi ia n6 te mau misionare ; i reira
ratou e haapi’i ai n6 nia i te mau fafaura’a no te
hiero hou ’a fad’ite ai i te reira i to te ao nei.

Tera ra, na roto i te taio-maite-raa i te tuha’a
109, ’ua ha’api’i mai au &, i roto i te hiero, te horoa
nei te Atua i te mana i te mau misionare ’api, oia
mau ia tatou paatoa ia, i roto i te hoe ravea moa.l
roto i te pure haamo’araa tei horoahia mai na
roto i te heheurada, ’ua pure te peropheta Iosepha
Semita &, « ’ia haere atu ta ‘oe mau tavini i rapae
it0 oe fare [...] no te fa@ite ‘papi i to oe ioa »,
’la « tamarthia » te « @au » 0 « te mau ta’ata atoa
», te mau « ta’ata tiara’a teitei no te ao nei» e «
te feia veve atoa, te feia i ere ra, e te mauiui atoa
».’Ua pure oia ’ia « maere te mau manao hape i
mua i te parau mau, e ’ia fari’i to ‘oe niina’a i te
aroha i te aro o te ta’ata ato&a, ’ia ’ite te mau hope’a
atoa o te ao nei &, 'ua faaroo matou, 0 ta oe mau
tavini nei, i td oe reo, e ’ua tono atu ho’i oe ia
matou nei ».

E fafaura’a nehenehe roa teie no te hoé mi-
sionare i pii-‘api-hia—’ia maere te mau manao
hape i mua i te parau mau », ia « fari’i i te aroha
imuaite’aro o te ta’ata ato’a », e ’ia ’ite te ao nei
¢, ’ua tonohia mai ratou e te Fatu. E hinaaro mau
tatou tata’itahi i teie mau haamaita’ira’a. ’Aué ia
haamaita’ira’a ia tamarthia te ‘@au "a ohipa ai
tatou ‘e te mau taata tupu e te mau hoa ohipa.
‘Aita te pure haamo'araa e faataa maita'i ra e
nahea to tatou taime i roto i te hiero e haamama
ai i te mafatu o te tahi atu mau taata, tera ra, té
ti’aturi nei au &, 'ua ta’aihia te reira i te huru o te
taime i roto i te fare o te Fatu e h?amama ai i to
tatou iho mafatu na roto i te f@atumuraia ia tatou
inia ia Iesu Mesia e tona aroha.

‘Ua pahono mai te Fatu i te taparura'a a
losepha Semita no te aroha

I to'u taioraa i te pure haamo'araa no te hiero
no Ketelani, "ua putapt roa vau i to Iosepha tapa-
ru-tamau-noa-raa no te aroha, na te mau melo o
te ’Ekalesia,na te mau enemi o te ‘Ekalesiano te
ti'a fa’atere o te fenua, no te mau ninaa o te fenua
nei’Ua taparu atoa oia i te Fatu ia haamanao mai
ianae ’ia aroha ato’a i tona hoa here, o Emma e ta
raua feti’i tamari’i.

E aha ia te manao o Iosepha i te taime a
fa mai ai te Faaora iana e ‘o Olive Kaudere i te
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Temple, the Savior appeared to him and Oliver
Cowdery and, as recorded insection 110 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, said, “I have accepted
this house, and my name shall be here; and I will
manifest myself to my people in mercy in this
house.”This promise of mercy must have had
special meaning to Joseph.And as President Nel-
son taught last April, this promise also “applies
toeverydedicated temple today.”

Finding Mercy in the House of the Lord

There are so many ways in which we each
can find mercy in the house of the Lord. This has
been true since the Lord first commanded Israel
to build a tabernacle and to place at its center the
“mercy seat”’In the temple, we find mercy in the
covenants we make. Those covenants, in addition
to the baptismal covenant, bind us to the Father
and the Son and give us increased access to what
President Nelson has taught is “a special kind of
love and mercy ... calledhesed” in Hebrew.

We find mercy in the opportunity to be
sealed to our families for eternity. In the temple,
we also come to understand with greater clarity
that the Creation, the Fall, the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, and our ability to enter again into our
Heavenly Father’s presence—indeed, every part
of the plan of salvation—are manifestations of
mercy.It might be said that the plan of salvation
is a plan of happiness precisely because it is a
“plan of mercy”

Seeking Forgiveness Opens the Door
to the Holy Ghost

I am grateful for the beautiful promise insec-
tion 110that the Lord will manifest Himself in
mercy in His temples. I am also grateful for what
it reveals about how the Lord will manifest Him-
self in mercy whenever we, like Joseph, plead for
mercy.

Joseph Smith’s plea for mercy in section 109
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mahana no te Pasa i te 3 nd "Eperéra 1836, hoe
hepetoma i muri mai, i roto i te hiero no Ket-
erani, e, mai tei papa’ihia i roto i tetuha’a 110 o
Te Haapi'iraa Tumu e te mau Fafauraai te na

0 raa é, « Ua fari’i au i teie fare nei e e vai ho'i
to'uioai 0 nei; e e fad’ite atu vau iau iho i tau
mau taata na roto i te aroha i roto i teie fare nei
».Papt maita’i &, e auraa taa € to teie parau fafau
aroha no Iosepha’E mai ta te peresideni Nelson
i haapi’i i te avae *Eperéra i ma’iri ae nei, « no te
mau hieroatoatei haamo&ahia i teie mahana teie
parau fafau ».

Te'itera'aite arohairotoite Fare o te
Fatu

Té vai ra e rave rahi rave’a e nehenehe ai ia
tatou tata’itahi ’ia ’ite i te aroha i roto i te fare
o te Fatu. "Ua riro te reira ei parau mau mai te
taime ’a fa'aue ai te Fatu ia "Iserdela no te taime
matamua ’ia patu i te hoé sékene e ’ia tu'u i te «
parahiraa aroha » i ropti i te reira.l roto i te hiero,
e ’itehia ia tatou te aroha i roto i te mau fafauraa
ta tatou e rave. Ta’a € noa atu i te fafaura’a o te
bapetizorasa, té nati nei taua mau fafauraa ra ia
tatou i te Metua e te Tamaiti, e té horoa nei ia
tatou i te rave’a rahi ae no te faari’i i te mea ta te
peresideni Nelson i haapi’i mai, « te h6é huru
here taa € e te aroha [...] tei pi'ihiahesed» na
roto i te reo Hebera.

E’ite tatou i te aroha na roto i te rave’a ’ia
taatihia i roto i td tatou mau 'utuafare é a muri
noa atu. I roto i te hiero, e ’ite ato’a tatou ma te
maramarama ae &, te Hamaniraa, te Hi'ara’a, te
tusia taraehara a te Faaora e to tatou ‘aravihi no
te tomo fa@ahou i mua i te aro o to tatou Metua i
te Ao ra, te mau tuha’a atoa o te faanahora’a no
te faaoraraa, o te hoe ia fad'iteraa no te aroha.E
nehenehe e parauhia é, 'ua riro te fanahoraa no
te fdaoraraa ei faanahoraa no te 'oaoa no te mea
ihoa ra é, e « faanahoraa no te aroha » te reira.

Na te 'imira‘ai te fa'a'orera’a hara e iriti i

te 'Oputa i te Varua Maita'i

Té mauruuru nei au no te fafauraa nehenehe
i roto i tetuha’a 1100 té parau ra &, e fa@’ite mai te
Fatu iana iho i roto i te aroha i roto i Tona mau
hiero. Té mauruuru nei au no te fafaura’a nehene-
he i roto i te tuha’a 110 o té parau ra é, e fad’ite
mai te Fatu iana iho i roto i te aroha i roto i Tona
mau hiero.

E ere te taparuraa a Iosepha Semita no te
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was not the first time his pleas for mercy prompt-
ed revelation. In the Sacred Grove, young Joseph
prayed not just to know which Church was true,
but he also said that he “cried unto the Lord for
mercy, for there was none else to whom I could
go [to] obtain mercy’Somehow his recognition
that he needed mercy that only the Lord could
provide helped open the windows of heaven.
Three years later the angel Moroni appeared,
following what Joseph said was his “prayer and
supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of
all my sins and follies.”

This pattern of revelation following a plea for
mercy is a familiar one in the scriptures. Enos
heard the voice of the Lord only after praying for
forgiveness.King Lamoni’s father’s conversion
begins with his prayer, “I will give away all my
sins to know thee”We may not be blessed with
these same dramatic experiences, but for those
who sometimes struggle to feel answers to prayer,
seeking the Lord’s mercy is one of the most pow-
erful ways to feel the witness of the Holy Ghost.

Pondering God's Mercy Opens the Door
to a Testimony of the Book of Mormon

A similar principle is beautifully taught in-
Moroni 10:3-5. We often shorthand these verses
to teach that through sincere prayer, we can
learn whether the Book of Mormon is true. But
this shorthand can neglect the important role of
mercy. Listen to how Moroni begins his exhorta-
tion: “I would exhort you that when ye shall read
these things, ... that ye would remember how
merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of
men, from the creation of Adam even down until
the time that ye shall receive these things, and
ponder it in your hearts”

Moroni urges us not only to read these
things—the records he was about to seal up—but
also toponderin our hearts what the Book of
Mormon reveals about “how merciful the Lord
hath been unto the children of men”It is pon-
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aroha i roto i te tuha’a 109 o te taime matamua
tana mau taparuraa no te aroha i faatupu ai i te
heheuraa. I roto i te uru r@au mo&a, 'ua pure te
taure’are’a Iosepha eiaha no te ’ite noa é, tei hea
te ’Ekalesia mau, "ua parau ato’a ra oia &, « "ua pi’i
‘'oia i te Fatu no te ani i te aroha, no te mea ‘aita

e ta'ata € atu ta'u e nehenehe e haere no te faari’i

i te aroha ».E nehenehe e parau &, i tona ’iteraa

€, 'ua hina’aro oia i te aroha ta te Fatu anae e ne-
henehe e horoa mai, ’ua tauturu te reira i te ’iriti i
te mau h@amaramarama o te ra’i. E toru matahiti
i muri ae, ‘ua fa mai te melahi Moroni i muri ae i
te ohipa ta Josepha i parau &, 0 tana « pure e tana
aniraa i te Atua Mana Hope ’ia fa'aore i tina mau
hara atoa ‘e tana mau hapehape ».

Teie hohoa no te heheuraa i muri mai i te
ho¢ anira’a no te aroha, 'ua matau maita’i hia te
reira i roto i te mau papa’iraa moa. ’Ua faaroo
Enosa i te reo o te Fatu i te taime noa i muri ae
i te pureraa no te faaoreraa i te hara.Té haam-
ata nei te faafariura’a o te metua tane o te Ari’i
Lamoni na roto i tana pure : « E haapae au i tau
atoa ra hara ’ia ’ite au ia 'oe na ».F’ita paha tatou
e haamaita’ihia na roto i teie mau ohipa faahia-
hia, tera ra, no te feia e fifi ra i te tahi mau taime
no te ’ite i te mau pahonoraa i te pure, 'ua riro
te ’imira’a i te aroha o te Fatu ei ho€ o te mau
rave’a plai roa ae no te ’ite i te fad’iteraa papu o te
Varua Maita’i.

Na te feruri-maite-ra'ai te aroha o te
Atua e 'Triti i te "Oputa n0 te ho'é 'itera‘a
papu no ni'a i te Buka a Moromona

-

"Ua haapi’'i-nehenehe-hia te hoé parau tumu
mai te reira i roto i teMoroni 10:3-5. E mea pine-
pine tatou i haapoto noa i teie mau ’irava no te
ha’api’i &, na roto i te pure ‘@au tae mau, e nehene-
he tatou e ’ite e parau mau anei te Buka a Moro-
mona. E nehenehe ra teie haapotoraa e faaiti i te
tiara’a faufa’a o te aroha. ’A faaroo mai na e mea
nahea Moroni i te haamata i tana fa’aitoitoraa : «
Inaha té ao atu nei au ia outou € [...] ’ia haama-
nao outou i to te Atua aroha i te tamari’i a te
ta’ata nei, mai te himaniraa ia Adamu ra e tae roa
mai i te tau e ’ite ai outou i teie nei mau meara, e
’ia feruri to6 outou ‘@au i te reira ».

Teé fa’aitoito nei o Moroni ia tatou eiaha ’ia
taio noa i teie mau mea—te mau parau tana i
‘opua e haamau—’iaferuriatoa ra i roto i t6 tatou
’Aau i te mea ta te Buka a Moromona e fa@’ite mai
nei no niaite « aroha o te Fatu i te mau tamari’i
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dering upon the Lord’s mercy that prepares us
to “ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are not true.”

As we ponder on the Book of Mormon, we
might ask: Is it really true, as Alma taught, that
God’s plan of mercy assures that every person
who ever lived on this earth will be resurrec-
tedand that they will “be restored to their ...
perfect frame”?Is Amulek right—can the Savior’s
mercy satisfyallthe bitterly real demands of jus-
tice that we would otherwise be obligated to pay
and instead “[encircle us] in the arms of safety”?

Is it true, as Alma testified, that Christ
suffered not only for our sins but for our “pains
and afflictions” so that He could “know ... how
to succor his people according to their infirmi-
ties”?Is the Lord really so merciful, as King Ben-
jamin taught, that as a free gift, He atoned “for
the sins of those ... who have died not knowing
the will of God concerning them, or who have
ignorantly sinned”?

Is it true, as Lehi said, that “Adam fell that
men might be; and men are, that they might have
joy”?And is it really true, as Abinadi testified,
quoting Isaiah, that Jesus Christ was “wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in-
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed”?

In sum, is the Father’s plan as taught in the
Book of Mormon really this merciful? I testify
that it is and that the peace-giving and hopeful
teachings of mercy in the Book of Mormon are
true.

Still, I imagine that some may be struggling,
despite your faithful reading and prayers, to real-
ize Moroni’s promise that Heavenly Father “will
manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power
of the Holy Ghost’T know this struggle because I
felt it, many years ago, when my own first couple
of reads of the Book of Mormon did not yield an
immediate and clear answer to my prayers.

If you are struggling, may I invite you
to follow Moroni’s counsel to ponder on the
many ways the Book of Mormon teaches “how
merciful the Lord hath been [to] the children
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a te ta’ata ra ».Te feruri-maite-raa i ni’a i te aroha
o te Fatu 0 te faaineine ia tatou ia « ani i te Atua,
te Metua Mure ‘Ore, na roto i te ioa o te Mesia &,
e ‘ere anei teie mau mea i te parau mau ».

’A feruri ai tatou i ni‘a i te Buka a Moromona,
e ani mai paha tatou é : E parau mau anei, mai ta
Alama i haapi’i, té parau fafau nei te faanoraa no
te aroha a te Atua &, e tiafaahou mai te ta’ata atoa
0 tei ora nei i ni’a i teie fenuae « e faaho’ihia [...]
te mau mea atoa ra i to ratou iho vahi mau » ?’Ua
tano anei o Amuleka, e tia anei i te aroha o te
Faaora ’ia haamaha i te mau titaura’a teimahaa-
toao te parautia o té titauhia ia tatou ia ‘aufau,
ma te « ha’aati [ai tatou] i te rima no te hau » ¢

E parau mau anei, mai ta Alama i fa@’ite
papu, ‘ua mauiui te Mesia eiaha no ta tatou noa
mau hara, no t0 totou atoa ra « mau maiui e mau
ati » ’ia tia iana ’ia « ite [...] nahea i te fadaora
itona mau taata i to ratou mau paruparu » ¢E
aroha mau anei te Fatu, mai ta te Ari’i Beniamina
i ha’api’i, ei horoa tamoni-ore, "ua tara € oia « i te
mau hara a te feia [...] © tei pohe ma te ’ite ore i
te hinaaro o te Atua no ni’a ia ratou ra, e ’aore ra,
tei rave i te hara rahi » ?

E parau mau anei te parau a Lehi &, « "Ua hia
Adamu ’ia vai te ta’ata nei, e té vai nei te ta’ata
’la noa’a te 0aoa » ’E mai ta Abinadi i fa’ite
papt ma te faahiti ia Isaia, e parau mau anei te
papairaa « 'ua t@irihia oia no ta tatou nei mau
‘ofatiraa ture ; e 'ua haapépéhia oia no ta tatou
nei mau ohipa Tino ; 'ua fari’i oia i te faautuw’araa
no te faatae mai i te hau i ni’a ia tatou ; e na roto i
te mau pépé i ni‘a iana 'ua faaorahia tatou » ?

"Ei haapotoraa, "ua rava’i anei te faanoharaa
a te Metua i te aroha, mai tei haapi'ihia i roto i
te Buka a Moromona ? Té fa@’ite papi nei au é, e
parau mau te mau ha’api’iraa no ni'a i te aroha e
te ti'aturira’a i roto i te Buka a Moromona.

Tera ra, té manao nei au &, noa atu ta outou
taforaa e ta ‘outou mau pure, e fifi paha te tahi
mau taata no te ’ite i te fafauraa a Moroni &, « e
fad’ite mai te Metua i te Ao ra i te parau mau ia
‘outou na roto i te mana o te Varua Maita’i ».Ua
’ite au i teie ’arora’a no te mea ’ua ’ite au i te reira,
e rave rahi matahiti i teienei, i te taime ’a ore ai
tau na tajoraa matamua e piti o te Buka a Mo-
romona i horoa mai i te hoé pahonora’a oioi e te
maramarama i ta'u mau pure.

Mai te mea e fifi ‘outou, té titau manihini
nei au ia ‘outou ’ia pee i te aoraa a Moroni no te
feruriinia i te mau ravea e rave rahi ta te Buka
a Moromona e haapi’i ra « ‘aué te aroha o te Fatu
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of men”?Based on my experience, I hope that
when you do, the peace of the Holy Ghost can
enter your heart and you can know, believe, and
feelthat the Book of Mormon and the plan of
mercy it teaches are true.

I express my gratitude for the Father’s great
plan of mercy and for the Savior’s willingness to
carry it out. I know that He will manifest Himself
in mercy in His holy temple and in every part of
our life if we will seek Him. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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i te mau tamari’i a te taata nei ? »’la auitou
itera’a, maita’i pa’i ¢, ’ia na reira anae outou, e
nehenehe te hau o te Varua Maita’i e tomo i roto i
to ‘outou ‘@au, e e nehenehe outou e ’ite, e tiaturi,
e e’ite &, e parau mau te Buka a Moromona e te
faanahoraa no te aroha tana e ha'api’i ra.

Té fad’ite nei au i to'u mauruuru no te faana-
hora’a rahi no te aroha a te Metua e no te hinaaro
o te Faaora ’ia faatupu i te reira. Ua ’ite au &, mai
te mea €, e 'imi tatou Iana, e fa@’ite Oia iana iho
na roto i te aroha i roto i Tona hiero mo&a e i roto
i te mau tuha’a atoa o t0 tatou oraraa. I te ioa o
Iesu Mesia, amene.
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