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The most important and glorious ‘good news” is
the message that the Lord Jesus Christ has restored
His gospel and Church in the latter days.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints was organized 195 years ago today, on
April 6, 1830.

A small congregation of believers and friends
gathered for this momentous and joyous occa-
sion. A great outpouring of the Spirit blessed all
in attendance as the ordinance of the sacrament
was administered, the gift of the Holy Ghost was
conferred, priesthood ordinations were per-
formed, and truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ
were preached.

In reestablishing His Church, the Lord desig-
nated by revelation 24-year-old Joseph Smith as
its earthly leader: “a seer, a translator, a prophet,
an apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church
through the will of God the Father, and the grace
of your Lord Jesus Christ.”

I earnestly pray for the help of the Holy
Ghost as we consider the importance and ongo-
ing impact of this singular event in the history of
the world.

The First Vision

The formal organization of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was the culmi-
nation of a sequence of miraculous experiences.
The first of these experiences occurred 10 years
earlier in upstate New York.

In the spring of 1820, a young boy named
Joseph Smith went into the woods near his home
to pray. He had questions regarding the salvation
of his soul, and he yearned “to know which of all
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Det viktigaste och hirligaste “goda nyheterna” dr
budskapet att Herren Jesus Kristus har daterstdllt
sitt evangelium och sin kyrka i de sista dagarna,

Jesu Kristi Kyrka av Sista Dagars Heliga orga-
niserades for 195 ar sedan i dag, den 6 april 1830.

En liten skara troende och vianner samlades
till denna betydelsefulla och glddjerika tilldragel-
se. Anden utgoéts storligen 6ver alla ndrvarande
nér sakramentets forrattning administrerades,
den Helige Andens géva forlanades, prastadoms-
ordinationer utférdes och sanningar i Jesu Kristi
evangelium predikades.

Nir han ateretablerade sin kyrka utsag
Herren genom uppenbarelse den 24-arige Joseph
Smith till dess ledare: En “siare, Gversittare, pro-
fet, Jesu Kristi apostel, kyrkans édldste genom Gud
Faderns vilja och er Herres Jesu Kristi nad”.

Jag ber innerligt om den Helige Andens hjilp
nér vi begrundar vikten av och det fortgaende
inflytande som denna unika hindelse har pa
varldshistorien.

Den forsta synen

Det formella organiserandet av Jesu Kristi
Kyrka av Sista Dagars Heliga var kulmen pa en
rad mirakulésa hindelser. Den forsta av dessa
héndelser intraffade tio ar tidigare i norra delen
av delstaten New York.

Viren 1820 gick en ung man som hette
Joseph Smith ut i skogen néra sitt hem for att
be. Han hade fragor angaende sin sjals fralsning
och han ldngtade efter att fa veta vilken av alla
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the [churches] was right, that [he] might know
which to join.’Joseph trusted that God would
answer his prayer and direct him.

Please note that Joseph did not pray merely
to know what was right. Rather, he prayed to
know what was right so he could do what was
right. Joseph asked in faithand was determined to
act in accordance with the answers he received.

“In [response] to his [sincere] prayer, God
the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared
to Joseph and inaugurated the ‘restitution of all
things’ (Acts 3:21) as foretold in the Bible. In
this vision, he learned that following the death
of the original Apostles, Christ’s New Testament
Church was lost from the earth”Joseph Smith
would be instrumental in restoring once again
the doctrine, the authority, and the covenants
and ordinances of the Savior’s ancient Church.

Joseph affirmed: “I saw two Personages,
whose brightness and glory defy all description,
standing above me in the air. One of them spake
unto me, calling me by name and said, point-
ing to the other—This is My Beloved Son. Hear
Him!”

Through this vision and subsequent supernal
experiences, Joseph Smith came to understand
that God and Jesus Christ knew him as an indi-
vidual, cared about his eternal salvation, and had
a mission for him to perform. He also learned
vital lessons about the attributes, character, and
perfections of the Godhead—and that the Father
and the Son are separate and distinct Beings.
Jesus Christ is the literal Son of God in spirit and
in the flesh.

Joseph Smith declared that Heavenly Fa-
ther and Jesus Christ are corporeal beings. He
said, “The Father has a body of flesh and bones
as tangible as man’; the Son also; but the Holy
Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a
personage of Spirit.”

I testify the visitation of the Father and the
Son to Joseph Smith was the initiating event in
the grand “restoration of all things spoken by the
mouth of all the holy prophets since the world
began”

The Book of Mormon

The second in the sequence of miraculous
experiences that led to the formal organization of
the Savior’s restored Church was the translation
and coming forth of the Book of Mormon.
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kyrkorna som var den ritta, sa att han kunde
veta vilken han skulle ansluta sig till.Joseph litade
pa att Gud skulle besvara hans bén och vigleda
honom.

Ligg marke till att Joseph inte bara bad for
att fa veta vad som var rétt. Han bad snarare om
att fa veta vad som var rétt sa att han kunde gora
det som var ritt. Joseph fragade i trooch var fast
besluten att handla efter de svar han fick.

”Gud Fadern och hans Son Jesus Kristus
visade sig for Joseph som svar pa hans [upp-
riktiga] bon och inledde aterupprittelsen av
allt (seApostlagdrningarna 3:21) liksom Bibeln
forutsagt. I denna syn fick han veta att Kristi
nytestamentliga kyrka forsvann fran jorden efter
de ursprungliga apostlarnas d6d.”Joseph Smith
skulle komma att pa nytt aterstilla laran, myn-
digheten samt forbunden och forrattningarna i
Fralsarens forntida kyrka.

Joseph intygade: “Jag sag tva personer, vilkas
glans och hirlighet trotsar all beskrivning, sta-
ende 6ver mig i luften. En av dem talade till mig
och ndimnde mig vid namn och sa, medan han
pekade pa den andre: 'Denne dr min dlskade Son.
Hor honom!”

Genom den hir synen och paféljande gu-
domliga upplevelser kom Joseph Smith att forsta
att Gud och Jesus Kristus kinde honom som per-
son, brydde sig om hans eviga frilsning och hade
ett uppdrag at honom att utféra. Han larde sig
ocksa viktiga lirdomar om gudomens egenska-
per, karaktdr och fullkomlighet — och att Fadern
och Sonen ér étskilda personer. Jesus Kristus ar
Guds bokstavlige Son, den Enfodde i kottet.

Joseph Smith forkunnade att var himmelske
Fader och Jesus Kristus dr fysiska personer. Han
sa: “Fadern har en kropp av kott och ben, lika pé-
taglig som en ménniskas, och likasa Sonen, men
den Helige Anden har inte en kropp av kétt och
ben, utan dr en person som bestar av ande”

Jag vittnar om att Faderns och Sonens besok
hos Joseph Smith var den inledande hindelsen
i den storslagna “aterstdllelsen av allt som har
talats om de sista dagarna genom alla de heliga
profeternas mun sedan vérldens begynnelse”.

Mormons bok

Den andra i raden av férunderliga handelser
som ledde till det formella organiserandet av
Fralsarens aterstéllda kyrka var versittningen
och framkomsten av Mormons bok.
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“Joseph Smith was given the gift and power
of God to translate an ancient record: the Book
of Mormon—Another Testament of Jesus Christ.
... This sacred text include[s] an account of the
personal ministry of Jesus Christ among peo-
ple in the Western Hemisphere soon after His
Resurrection. [The Book of Mormon] teaches of
life’s purpose and explains the doctrine of Christ,
which is central to that purpose. As a companion
scripture to the Bible, the Book of Mormon testi-
fies that all human beings are sons and daughters
of a loving Father in Heaven, that He has a divine
plan for our lives, and that His Son, Jesus Christ,
speaks today as well as in days of old”

As members of the Savior’s restored Church,
“We believe the Bible to be the word of God as
far as it is translated correctly; we also believe
the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.” The
Book of Mormon is another testament of Jesus
Christ, confirms the truthfulness of the Bible,
and restores plain and precious truths that were
lost from the Bible.

Priesthood Restored

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints teaches that the original Church estab-
lished by the Savior, with its divine authority,
doctrine, and covenants and ordinances, was
lost from the earth. As part of the prophesied
restoration of all things in the latter days, an-
cient prophets and apostles personally conferred
priesthood authority upon Joseph Smith and
committed priesthood keys to him. This was the
third in the sequence of miraculous experiences
that led to the formal organization of the Savior’s
restored Church.

Priesthood authority allows God’s servants
to “represent [Him] and act in His name.”“Priest-
hood keys are the authority to direct the use of
the priesthood on behalf of God’s children”

Under the direction of the Father and the
Son, the resurrected John the Baptist restored, in
1829, the authority to baptize by immersion for
the remission of sins.In that same year,three of
the original Twelve Apostles—Peter, James, and
John—restored the apostleship and additional
priesthood authority and keys.

Six years after the formal organization of the
Church, in the Kirtland Temple, Moses, Elias,
and Elijah committed to Joseph the additional
authority necessary to accomplish God’s work in
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”Joseph Smith gavs Guds gava och kraft att
oversitta en forntida uppteckning - Mormons
bok: Annu ett testamente om Jesus Kristus ...
Denna heliga bok ... innefattar en redogorelse
for Jesu Kristi personliga verksamhet bland folket
pé det vastra halvklotet strax efter hans uppstin-
delse. [Mormons bok] undervisar om livets syfte
och forklarar Kristi ldra, som &r central i detta
syfte. Som helig skrift tillsammans med Bibeln
vittnar Mormons bok om att alla manniskor &r
soner och doéttrar till en kérleksfull Fader i him-
len, att han har en gudomlig plan for vara liv och
att hans Son Jesus Kristus talar i dag likaval som i
forna dagar”

Som medlemmar i Fralsarens aterstallda
kyrka “tror vi att Bibeln dr Guds ord i den man
den dr ratt 6versatt. Vi tror ocksa att Mormons
bok ar Guds ord”Mormons bok ir dnnu ett Jesu
Kristi testamente, bekréftar att Bibeln ar sann
och aterstiller tydliga och dyrbara sanningar som
gatt forlorade ur Bibeln.

Prastadomet aterstalls

Jesu Kristi Kyrka av Sista Dagars Heliga lar
att den ursprungliga kyrkan som grundades av
Fralsaren, med dess gudomliga myndighet, léra,
forbund och forrittningar, forsvann fran jorden.
Som en del av den forutsagda aterstéllelsen av allt
i de sista dagarna forldnade forntida profeter och
apostlar personligen prastadomsmyndighet till
Joseph Smith och 6verldmnade prastadomsnyck-
lar till honom. Detta var den tredje i raden av mi-
rakulosa handelser som ledde till att Frélsarens
aterstallda kyrka formellt organiserades.

Prastadomsmyndighet gor det mojligt for
Guds tjénare att "representera [honom] och
handla i hans namn™ Prastadomsnycklar dr myn-
digheten att leda anvdandningen av prastadomet
till forman for Guds barn.”

Under Faderns och Sonens ledning éter-
stallde den uppstandne Johannes Doparen 1829
myndigheten att dopa genom nedsénkning till
syndernas forlatelse.Samma aréterstéllde tre av
de ursprungliga tolv apostlarna - Petrus, Jakob
och Johannes - apostlaskapet och ytterligare
prastadomsmyndighet och nycklar.

Sex ar efter att kyrkan formellt hade organi-
serats gav Mose, Elias och Elia i Kirtlands tempel
den ytterligare myndighet till Joseph som behov-
des for att utfora Guds verk i de sista dagarna.
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the latter days.

Moses committed the keys of the gathering
of Israel.

Elias committed the dispensation of the gos-
pel of Abraham, including the restoration of the
Abrahamic covenant.

Elijah committed the keys of the sealing
power, providing the authority that allows ordi-
nances performed on earth to be binding in eter-
nity, such as joining families together in eternal
relationships that transcend death.

The Church of Jesus Christ Is Orga-
nized

As Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mor-
mon, he received revelations indicating that the
Church of Jesus Christ would be reestablished.
But the Lord instructed Joseph not to organize
His Church immediately. Rather, “by the spirit
of prophecy and revelation,” the Lord revealed to
Joseph “the precise day ... [he] should proceed
to organize His Church once [again] upon the
earth”

The Church was organized in proper se-
quence only after the restoration of the priest-
hood and the publication of the Book of Mor-
mon. The first copies of the Book of Mormon
became available on March 26, 1830, and the
Church was formally organized on April 6.

“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints ... is Christ's New Testament Church re-
stored. This Church is anchored in the perfect life
of its chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, and in His
infinite Atonement and literal Resurrection. Jesus
Christ has once again called Apostles and has
given them priesthood authority. He invites all of
us to come unto Him and His Church, to receive
the Holy Ghost, the ordinances of salvation, and
to gain enduring joy”

The Dispensation of the Fulness of
Times

The appearance of the Father and the Son to
Joseph Smith, the translation and coming forth
of the Book of Mormon, and the restoration of
priesthood authority and keys were necessary
prerequisites to the organization of the Lord’s
restored Church 195 years ago today.

In the Old Testament, the prophet Daniel
interpreted a dream about a stone that would be
cut out of a mountain without hands and fill the
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Mose overlimnade nycklarna till Israels
insamling.

Elias 6verlimnade nycklarna till Abrahams
evangeliums tidsutdelning, vilket innefattar ater-
stillelsen av Abrahams forbund.

Elia 6verlimnade nycklarna till beseglings-
makten och gav dirmed den myndighet som
gor att forrattningar som utfors pa jorden blir
bindande i evigheten, sdsom att férena familjer i
eviga relationer som &verbryggar doden.

Jesu Kristi kyrka organiseras

Nér Joseph Smith 6versatte Mormons bok
fick han uppenbarelser som tydde pa att Jesu
Kristi kyrka skulle aterupprittas. Men Herren
uppmanade Joseph Smith att inte organisera hans
kyrka omedelbart. Genom profetians och uppen-
barelsens ande uppenbarade Herren i stillet for
Joseph den exakta dag da han skulle organisera
Herrens kyrka pa nytt har pa jorden.

Kyrkan organiserades i rétt ordningsfoljd,
forst efter prastadomets aterstallelse och utgiv-
ningen av Mormons bok. De forsta exemplaren
av Mormons bok blev tillgédngliga den 26 mars
1830, och kyrkan organiserades formellt den 6
april.

”Jesu Kristi Kyrka av Sista Dagars Heliga ...
ar Kristi nytestamentliga kyrka som aterstéllts.
Denna kyrka dr forankrad i sin hornstens, Jesu
Kristi, fullkomliga liv och i hans obegréinsade
forsoning och bokstavliga uppstandelse. Jesus
Kristus har ater kallat apostlar och gett dem
prastadomsmyndighet. Han inbjuder oss alla att
komma till honom och hans kyrka, ta emot den
Helige Anden, fralsningens forrattningar och
vinna bestdende gliddje”

Tidernas fullbordans utdelning

Faderns och Sonens besok hos Joseph Smith,
Mormons boks 6versdttning och framkomst samt
aterstéllelsen av prastadomets myndighet och
nycklar var nédvindiga forutsattningar for att
Herrens éterstéllda kyrka skulle kunna organise-
ras for 195 ar sedan i dag.

I Gamla testamentet tydde profeten Daniel
en drém om en sten som utan hander skulle rivas
loss fran berget och uppfylla hela jorden.Ett ar
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entire earth.One year after the organization of
the Church, the Lord instructed Joseph Smith
that the keys of the kingdom of God had again
been “committed unto man on the earth” and the
“gospel [of Jesus Christ would] roll forth unto the
ends of the earth, as the stone which is cut out of
the mountain without hands”

I testify: The Lord is fulfilling His promise.
The Savior’s restored Church is being established
throughout the world and is the instrument by
which God will “gather together in one all things
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which
are on earth; even in him?”

The Lord’s latter-day work “is a cause that
has interested the people of God in every age;
it is a theme upon which prophets, priests and
kings have dwelt with peculiar delight; they have
looked forward with joyful anticipation to the
day in which we live; and fired with heavenly and
joyful anticipations they have sung and written
and prophesied of this our day”

In this greatest and last of all gospel dis-
pensations, “a whole and complete and perfect
union, and welding together of dispensations,
and keys, and powers, and glories should take
place, and be revealed from the days of Adam
even to the present time. And not only this, but
those things which never have been revealed
from the foundation of the world ... shall be re-
vealed ... in this, the dispensation of the fulness
of times”

The Prophet Joseph further explained, “All
the ordinances and duties that ever have been
required by the Priesthood, under the directions
and commandments of the Almighty in any
of the dispensations, shall all be had in the last
dispensation, ... bringing to pass the restoration
spoken of by the mouth of all the Holy Prophets.”

Promises and Testimony

I have attempted to summarize basic ele-
ments of the most important and glorious “good
news any person anywhere in the world can ever
receive—the message that the Lord Jesus Christ
has restored His gospel and Church in the latter
days.

I invite all to learn about and prove this mes-
sage. I promise that individuals “who prayerfully
study the message of the Restoration and act in
faith will be blessed [through the power of the
Holy Ghost] to gain their own witness of its di-
vinity and of its purpose to prepare the world for
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efter att kyrkan hade organiserats sa Herren till
Joseph Smith att Guds rikes nycklar dterigen “an-
fortros méanniskan pa jorden” och att Jesu Kristi
evangelium ska “rulla fram till jordens dndar
liksom stenen - som utan hdander ar uthuggen ur
berget”.

Jag vittnar for er: Herren uppfyller sitt 1ofte.
Fralsarens aterstéllda kyrka etableras 6ver hela
vdrlden och ér det verktyg varigenom Gud ska
“sammanfatta allt i himlen och pa jorden i Kris-

»

tus.

Herrens verk i de sista dagarna "ar en sak
som har intresserat Guds folk i varje tidsal-
der. Det dr ett amne som profeter, praster och
konungar har uppehallit sig vid med sérskild
glddje. De har sett framét med gladjefull férvian-
tan till den dag vi lever i, och eldade av himmelsk
och fréjdefull férvintan har de sjungit och skrivit
och profeterat om denna var dag”

I denna den storsta och sista av alla evang-
elieutdelningar sker "en hel och fullstindig och
tullkomlig forening och sammansvetsning av
tidsutdelningar och nycklar och krafter och
hérligheter ... och uppenbaras fran Adams dagar
dnda till nuvarande tid. Och inte bara detta,
utan dven det som aldrig har uppenbarats fran
vdrldens grundlaggning, utan har hallits dolt for
de visa och kloka, ska uppenbaras ... i denna
tidernas fullbordans utdelning.”

Profeten Joseph forklarade vidare: “Alla for-
rattningar och plikter som enligt den Allsmak-
tiges bud och befallningar har kréivts av pras-
tadomet i ndgon av tidsutdelningarna, ska alla
finnas i den sista tidsutdelningen ... och dérmed
astadkomma den aterstillelse som alla de heliga
profeterna har talat om?”

Loften och vittnesbord

Jag har forsokt sammanfatta grundldggande
bestandsdelar av det viktigaste och harligaste
“glddjebudskap’som en ménniska i denna vérld
nagonsin kan fa - budskapet att Herren Jesus
Kristus har aterstallt sitt evangelium och sin kyr-
ka i de sista dagarna.

Jag inbjuder alla att ldra sig om och préva
detta budskap. Jag lovar att "de som under bon
studerar aterstillelsens budskap och handlar i tro
[genom den Helige Andens kraft] vilsignas med
att fa ett eget vittnesbord om dess gudomlighet
och dess syfte att forbereda varlden for var Herre
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the promised Second Coming of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ”As you pray earnestly with
the expectation to both receive and act upon an
answer from God, as did young Joseph Smith,
your capacity to recognize and respond to that
divine witness will be increased.

I witness that God, the Eternal Father, is our
Father. I testify and witness that Jesus Christ is
the Father’s Beloved Son and His Only Begotten
in the flesh. He is our Savior and Redeemer.

And I joyfully witness that the Father and
the Son appeared to the boy Joseph Smith, thus
initiating the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus
Christ in the latter days. The Book of Mormon
is another testament of Jesus Christ and con-
tains the word of God. Priesthood authority to
represent the Savior and act in His name again
is found on the earth. And The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints is Christ's New Tes-
tament Church restored. I bear my sure witness
that all of these things are true in the sacred
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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och Frilsare Jesu Kristi utlovade aterkomst” Nar
du ber uppriktigt med en forvintan om att bade
fa och handla efter ett svar fran Gud, som den
unge Joseph Smith gjorde, okar din forméga att
kanna igen och folja den gudomliga bekriftelsen.

Jag vittnar om att Gud den evige Fadern
ar var Fader. Jag vittnar om att Jesus Kristus ar
Faderns dlskade Son och hans Enfédde i kottet.
Han ir var Frilsare och Aterlosare.

Och jag vittnar med glddje om att Fadern
och Sonen visade sig for pojken Joseph Smith
och dirigenom inledde aterstillelsen av Jesu
Kristi evangelium i den sista tiden. Mormons
bok dr dnnu ett testamente om Jesus Kristus och
innehaller Guds ord. Prastadomsmyndighet att
representera Frilsaren och handla i hans namn
finns ater pa jorden. Och Jesu Kristi Kyrka av Sis-
ta Dagars Heliga dr Kristi nytestamentliga kyrka
som aterstallts. Jag bar mitt fasta vittnesboérd om
att allt detta dr sant, i Herren Jesu Kristi heliga
namn, amen.
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