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The Lord is merciful and our Heavenly Father’s
plan of salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

A Prophet's Invitation

Last April, soon after the joyful news that the
Church had acquired the Kirtland Temple, Pres-
ident Russell M. Nelson invited us to study the
dedicatory prayer of the Kirtland Temple, record-
ed insection 109 of the Doctrine and Covenants.
The dedicatory prayer, said President Nelson,

“is a tutorial about how the temple spiritually
empowers you and me to meet the challenges of
life in these last days.”

I am sure your study of section 109 yielded
insights that blessed you. This evening, I share
a couple of things I learned as I followed our
prophet’s invitation. The peace-giving path down
which my study led reminded me that the Lord
is merciful and that our Heavenly Father’s plan of
salvation is truly a plan of mercy.

Newly Called Missionaries Serving in
the Temple

As you may be aware, “newly called mis-
sionaries are encouraged to receive the temple
endowment as soon as possible and to attend the
temple as often as circumstances allow” Once en-
dowed, they also “may serve as temple ... work-
ers before they begin missionary service”

Time in the temple before entering the mis-
sionary training center (MTC) can be a wonder-
ful blessing for new missionaries as they learn
more about temple covenants before sharing the
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Herren dr barmhdrtig och var himmelske Faders
fralsningsplan dr verkligen barmhdrtighetens plan.

En profets inbjudan

Forra april, strax efter att vi fatt de glada
nyheterna att kyrkan hade forvarvat templet i
Kirtland, inbjod president Russell M. Nelson
oss att studera invigningsbonen for templet i
Kirtland, som éterfinns ikapitel 109 i Laran och
forbunden.Invigningsbonen, sa president Nelson,
“dr en lektion i hur templet andligen ger dig och
mig kraft att moéta livets utmaningar i dessa sista
dagar”.

Jag dr saker pa att era studier i kapitel 109
gav insikter som var till valsignelse for er. I kvall
ska jag berdtta om nagra saker jag larde mig nér
jag foljde var profets inbjudan. Den fridgivande
stig mina studier ledde mig langs paminde mig
om att Herren dr naderik och att var himmelske
Faders fralsningsplan verkligen ar en barmhar-
tighetens plan.

Nyligen kallade missionarer som tjanar
i templet

Som ni kanske vet uppmuntras “nyligen kall-
lade missionirer ... att ta emot tempelbegévning-
en sa snart som mojligt och att besoka templet sa
ofta som omsténdigheterna medger”. Nér de vil
har tagit emot sin begdvning kan de dven “tjana
som forrattningstjanare i templet innan de borjar
tjina som missiondrer”.

Tid i templet innan de kommer till missio-
nérsskolan kan vara en underbar vilsignelse for
nya missiondrer nar de lar sig mer om tempelfor-
bunden innan de berittar om valsignelserna av
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blessings of those covenants with the world.

But in studying section 109, I learned that
in the temple, God empowers new missionar-
ies—indeed, all of us—in an additional, sacred
way.In the dedicatory prayer, given by revelation,
the Prophet Joseph Smith prayed that “when thy
servants shall go out from thy house ... to bear
testimony of thy name,” the “hearts” of “all peo-
ple” would “be softened”—both the “great ones of
the earth” and “all the poor, the needy, and [the]
afflicted” He prayed that “their prejudices may
give way before the truth, and thy people may
obtain favor in the sight of all; that all the ends of
the earth may know that we, thy servants, have
heard thy voice, and that thou hast sent us”

This is a beautiful promise for a newly called
missionary—to have prejudices “give way before
the truth,” to “obtain favor in the sight of all,”
and to have the world know they are sent by the
Lord. Each of us surely needs these same bless-
ings. What a blessing it would be to have hearts
softened as we interact with neighbors and co-
workers. The dedicatory prayer does not explain
exactly how our time in the temple will soften
others’ hearts, but I am convinced it is bound up
with how time in the house of the Lord softens
our own hearts by centering us on Jesus Christ
and His mercy.

The Lord Answers Joseph Smith's Plea
for Mercy

As I studied the Kirtland dedicatory prayer,
I was also struck that Joseph again and again
pleaded for mercy—for the members of the
Church,for the enemies of the Church,for the
leaders of the country, for the nations of the
earth.And, very personally, he pleaded with the
Lord to remember himand to have mercy upon
his beloved Emma and their children.

How must Joseph have felt when, one week
later, on Easter Day, April 3, 1836, in the Kirtland
Temple, the Savior appeared to him and Oliver
Cowdery and, as recorded insection 110 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, said, “I have accepted
this house, and my name shall be here; and I will
manifest myself to my people in mercy in this
house”This promise of mercy must have had
special meaning to Joseph.And as President Nel-
son taught last April, this promise also “applies
toeverydedicated temple today.”
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dessa férbund for vérlden.

Men nir jag studerade kapitel 109 larde jag
mig att i templet ger Gud nya missionérer kraft
- ja, dven oss alla — pa ett ytterligare heligt satt.I
invigningsbonen, som gavs genom uppenbarelse,
bad profeten Joseph Smith att “ndr dina tjanare
gar ut ur ditt hus ... for att vittna om ditt namn”,
att alla ménniskors hjartan ska kunna uppmjukas
- bade "de framstaende pa jorden” och "alla de
fattiga, de behévande och lidande”. Han bad att
“deras férdomar kan ge vika for sanningen” och
att "ditt folk [ska] finna nad infor allas 6gon, sa
att alla jordens dndar kan veta att vi, dina tjdnare,
har hort din rost och att du har sént oss™

Det har ar ett vackert 16fte for nyligen kall-
lade missionirer - att fordomar ska “ge vika for
sanningen’, att kunna “finna nad infor allas 6gon”
och att virlden ska kunna veta att de har sints
av Herren. Var och en av oss behover sakerligen
dessa vilsignelser. Vilken vilsignelse det skulle
vara att hjartan uppmjukas nir vi umgas med
grannar och medarbetare. Invigningsbonen for-
klarar inte exakt hur var tid i templet uppmjukar
andras hjirtan, men jag dr dvertygad om att det
ar kopplat till hur tid i Herrens hus uppmjukar
vara egna hjdrtan genom att fokusera oss pa Jesus
Kristus och hans barmhirtighet.

Herren besvarar Joseph Smiths vadjan
om barmhartighet

Niér jag studerade invigningsbonen for temp-
let i Kirtland slogs jag ocksa av att Joseph om och
om igen vidjade om att Herren skulle forbarma
sig — over kyrkans medlemmar,6ver kyrkans
fiender,6ver landets ledare, Gver jordens nationer.
Och pa ett mycket personligt plan vidjade han
till Herren att minnas honomoch férbarma sig
over hans dlskade Emma och deras barn.

Hur maste inte Joseph ha ként sig nar Fral-
saren en vecka senare, pa paskdagen den 3 april
1836 i Kirtlands tempel, uppenbarade sig for
honom och Oliver Cowdery och, som det stér
upptecknat ikapitel 110 i Laran och férbunden,
sa: "Jag har godtagit detta hus och mitt namn ska
vara hdr, och jag ska i barmhartighet uppenba-
ra mig for mitt folk i detta hus”Detta 16fte om
barmhartighet maste ha haft sarskild innebord
for Joseph.Och som president Nelson larde i
april forra aret géller detta 16fte &ven “varjeinvigt
tempel i dag”.
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Finding Mercy in the House of the Lord

There are so many ways in which we each
can find mercy in the house of the Lord. This has
been true since the Lord first commanded Israel
to build a tabernacle and to place at its center the
“mercy seat’In the temple, we find mercy in the
covenants we make. Those covenants, in addition
to the baptismal covenant, bind us to the Father
and the Son and give us increased access to what
President Nelson has taught is “a special kind of
love and mercy ... calledhesed” in Hebrew.

We find mercy in the opportunity to be
sealed to our families for eternity. In the temple,
we also come to understand with greater clarity
that the Creation, the Fall, the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, and our ability to enter again into our
Heavenly Father’s presence—indeed, every part
of the plan of salvation—are manifestations of
mercy.It might be said that the plan of salvation
is a plan of happiness precisely because it is a
“plan of mercy”

Seeking Forgiveness Opens the Door
to the Holy Ghost

I am grateful for the beautiful promise insec-
tion 110that the Lord will manifest Himself in
mercy in His temples. I am also grateful for what
it reveals about how the Lord will manifest Him-
self in mercy whenever we, like Joseph, plead for
mercy.

Joseph Smith’s plea for mercy in section 109
was not the first time his pleas for mercy prompt-
ed revelation. In the Sacred Grove, young Joseph
prayed not just to know which Church was true,
but he also said that he “cried unto the Lord for
mercy, for there was none else to whom I could
go [to] obtain mercy”Somehow his recognition
that he needed mercy that only the Lord could
provide helped open the windows of heaven.
Three years later the angel Moroni appeared,
following what Joseph said was his “prayer and
supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of
all my sins and follies.”

This pattern of revelation following a plea for
mercy is a familiar one in the scriptures. Enos
heard the voice of the Lord only after praying for
forgiveness.King Lamoni’s father’s conversion
begins with his prayer, “I will give away all my
sins to know thee”We may not be blessed with
these same dramatic experiences, but for those
who sometimes struggle to feel answers to prayer,
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Finna nad i Herrens hus

Det finns sa méanga sitt for var och en av oss
att finna nad i Herrens hus. Detta har varit sant
sedan Herren forst befallde Israel att bygga ett
tabernakel och att i dess mitt placera "nadasto-
len”.I templet finner vi nad i de férbund vi ingar.
Dessa forbund, tillsammans med dopforbundet,
knyter oss till Fadern och Sonen och ger oss 6kad
atkomst till det som president Nelson har lart
ar "en sarskild slags kirlek och ndd” som kallas
“hesed” pa hebreiska.

Vi finner nad i majligheten att beseglas till
vara familjer for evigheten. I templet borjar vi
ocksa forsta med storre tydlighet att skapelsen,
fallet, Fralsarens forsoningsofter och var moj-
lighet att ater intrdda i var himmelske Faders
nérhet- ja, alla delar av fralsningsplanen - ar
manifestationer av nad.Det kan sdgas att frals-
ningsplanen dr en glddjens plan just for att den ér
en “barmhartighetens plan”.

Nar man soker forlatelse 6ppnas dor-
ren for den Helige Anden

Jag dr tacksam for det vackra loftet ikapitel
110att Herren ska visa sig i barmhartighet i sina
tempel. Jag dr ocksa tacksam for vad det sager oss
om hur Herren ska visa sig i barmhirtighet varje
gang vi, som Joseph, vddjar om nad.

Joseph Smiths vddjan om barmhartighet i
kapitel 109 var inte forsta gangen hans vidjan om
ndd ledde till uppenbarelse. I den heliga lunden
bad den unge Joseph inte bara om att fa veta
vilken kyrka som var sann - han sa ocksa att han
ropade “till Herren om nad, for det fanns ing-
en annan jag kunde ga till och fa nad”Pa négot
satt bidrog hans insikt att han behovde nad som
endast Herren kunde ge honom till att himlens
fonster 6ppnades. Tre dr senare visade sig dngeln
Moroni efter det som Joseph sa var hans ”bon
och vddjan till den allsmiaktige Guden om forla-
telse for alla mina synder och darskaper”.

Det hdar monstret av uppenbarelse efter en
vadjan om nad ér vilbekant i skrifterna. Enos
horde Herrens rost forst efter att han hade bett
om forlatelse. Kung Lamonis fars omvéndelse
borjar med hans bon: ”Jag [ska] dverge alla mina
synder for att lara kdnna dig” Vi kanske inte
valsignas med samma dramatiska sorts upplevel-
ser, men for dem som ibland har svart att kinna
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seeking the Lord’s mercy is one of the most pow-
erful ways to feel the witness of the Holy Ghost.

Pondering God's Mercy Opens the Door
to a Testimony of the Book of Mormon

A similar principle is beautifully taught in-
Moroni 10:3-5. We often shorthand these verses
to teach that through sincere prayer, we can
learn whether the Book of Mormon is true. But
this shorthand can neglect the important role of
mercy. Listen to how Moroni begins his exhorta-
tion: “I would exhort you that when ye shall read
these things, ... that ye would remember how
merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of
men, from the creation of Adam even down until
the time that ye shall receive these things, and
ponder it in your hearts”

Moroni urges us not only to read these
things—the records he was about to seal up—but
also toponderin our hearts what the Book of
Mormon reveals about “how merciful the Lord
hath been unto the children of men”It is pon-
dering upon the Lord’s mercy that prepares us
to “ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are not true”

As we ponder on the Book of Mormon, we
might ask: Is it really true, as Alma taught, that
God’s plan of mercy assures that every person
who ever lived on this earth will be resurrec-
tedand that they will “be restored to their ...
perfect frame”?Is Amulek right—can the Savior’s
mercy satisfyallthe bitterly real demands of jus-
tice that we would otherwise be obligated to pay
and instead “[encircle us] in the arms of safety”?

Is it true, as Alma testified, that Christ
suffered not only for our sins but for our “pains
and afflictions” so that He could “know ... how
to succor his people according to their infirmi-
ties”?Is the Lord really so merciful, as King Ben-
jamin taught, that as a free gift, He atoned “for
the sins of those ... who have died not knowing
the will of God concerning them, or who have
ignorantly sinned”?

Is it true, as Lehi said, that “Adam fell that
men might be; and men are, that they might have
joy”?And is it really true, as Abinadi testified,
quoting Isaiah, that Jesus Christ was “wounded
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bonesvar dr sokandet efter Herrens nad ett av
det mest kraftfulla satten att kinna den Helige
Andens vittnesbord.

Begrundan av Guds barmhértighet
Oppnar dorren till ett vitthesbdrd om
Mormons bok

En liknande princip undervisas pa ett vackert
satt iMoroni 10:3-5. Vi sammanfattar ofta dessa
verser till lardomen att vi genom uppriktig bon
kan fa veta om Mormons bok ér sann. Men den
hdr sammanfattningen kan forsumma barmhar-
tighetens viktiga roll. Lyssna pa hur Moroni bor-
jar sin uppmaning: “Jag vill uppmana er att nér ni
laser dessa uppteckningar ... ni da kommer ihag
hur barmhirtig Herren har varit mot mannisko-
barnen, fran Adams skapelse dnda fram till den
tid da ni far dessa uppteckningar, och begrundar
det i era hjartan”

Moroni manar oss att inte bara ldsa dessa
uppteckningar - de uppteckningar han skulle
forsegla — utan ocksé attbegrundai vara hjartan
vad Mormons bok uppenbarar om hur barm-
hértig Herren har varit mot manniskobarnen”
Det dr begrundan av Herrens barmhartighet som
forbereder oss att fraga "Gud, den evige Fadern,

i Kristi namn, om inte dessa uppteckningar &r
sanna’.

Nér vi begrundar Mormons bok kanske vi
fragar: Ar det verkligen sant, som Alma larde,
att Guds barmhartighetsplan forsakrar att alla
ménniskor som nagonsin levt pa denna jord ska
uppstdoch att de ska aterstallas till sin fullkom-
liga form?Har Amulek rétt — kan Fréalsarens
barmhartighet tillfredsstéllaallade bittert verkliga
rittvisans krav som vi annars skulle vara tvungna
att betala och i stillet omsluter oss ”i trygghetens
armar’?

Ar det sant, som Alma vittnade, att Kristus
inte bara led for vara synder utan dven for var
“smarta och [vara] sjukdomar” s att han kunde
“veta hur han ska bista sitt folk i enlighet med
deras skropligheter”?Ar Herren verkligen s&
barmhartig, som kung Benjamin ldrde, att han
i form av en fri gava sonade "deras synder som
... har dott utan att kinna till Guds vilja rérande
dem eller som har syndat ovetande”™?

Ar det sant, som Lehi sa, att ’2Adam foll for
att manniskorna skulle kunna bli till, och mann-
iskorna ér till for att de ska kunna ha glddje”?Och
ar det verkligen sant, som Abinadi vittnade nar
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for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in-
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed”?

In sum, is the Father’s plan as taught in the
Book of Mormon really this merciful? I testify
that it is and that the peace-giving and hopeful
teachings of mercy in the Book of Mormon are
true.

Still, I imagine that some may be struggling,
despite your faithful reading and prayers, to real-
ize Moroni’s promise that Heavenly Father “will
manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power
of the Holy Ghost’I know this struggle because I
felt it, many years ago, when my own first couple
of reads of the Book of Mormon did not yield an
immediate and clear answer to my prayers.

If you are struggling, may I invite you
to follow Moroni’s counsel to ponder on the
many ways the Book of Mormon teaches “how
merciful the Lord hath been [to] the children
of men”?Based on my experience, I hope that
when you do, the peace of the Holy Ghost can
enter your heart and you can know, believe, and
feelthat the Book of Mormon and the plan of
mercy it teaches are true.

I express my gratitude for the Father’s great
plan of mercy and for the Savior’s willingness to
carry it out. I know that He will manifest Himself
in mercy in His holy temple and in every part of
our life if we will seek Him. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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han citerade Jesaja, att Jesus Kristus blev sargad

for vara overtradelsers skull, och blev slagen for

var ondskas skull? Att straffet var lagt pa honom
tor att vi skulle f frid, och att vi genom hans sar
ar helade?

Sammanfattat, ar Faderns plan sa som den
lars ut i Mormons bok verkligen sa hir barm-
hértig? Jag vittnar om att den dr det och att de
fridgivande och hoppfulla lirdomarna om nad
och barmhartighet i Mormons bok ér sanna.

Anda kan jag tinka mig att det r svért for
nagra av oss, trots trofast lasning och boner, att
forsta Moronis 16fte att var himmelske Fader ska
“uppenbara sanningen om dem for er genom
den Helige Andens kraft”Jag forstar den har
svarigheten eftersom jag har kint den for ménga
ar sedan ndr mina forsta genomldsningar av
Mormons bok inte gav mig ett 6gonblickligt och
tydligt svar pa mina boner.

Om du har svart med detta, far jag inbjuda
dig att f6lja Moronis rdd att begrunda Mormons
boks manga sitt att undervisa om “hur barm-
hértig Herren har varit mot ménniskobarnen”?-
Baserat pa min erfarenhet hoppas jag att nar du
gor det sa kan den Helige Andens frid komma
in i ditt hjdrta och du kan veta, tro och kdnnaatt
Mormons bok och barmhirtighetens plan som
den undervisar om &r sanna.

Jag vill uttrycka min tacksamhet for Faderns
stora barmhartighetsplan och for Fralsarens vil-
lighet att genomfora den. Jag vet att han visar sig
i barmhirtighet och nad i sitt heliga tempel och
i varje del av vara liv om vi soker honom. I Jesu
Kristi namn, amen.
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