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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
growing in members and families, missions and
missionaries, meetinghouses and temples.

Brothers and sisters, I am so grateful to be
with you. We love you, we are grateful for you,
and we feel blessed by your prayers.

President Russell M. Nelson said at our last
conference: “Do you see what is happening right
before our eyes? I pray that we will not miss the
majesty of this moment! The Lord is indeed has-
tening His work?”

Hastening His work. “Hastening” is a word
that matters. It suggests moving quickly, ac-
celerating, and even urgency. In the growth of
the Church and the plan of Christ, hastening is
happening. And we are all a part of it.

In April 1834 in Kirtland, Ohio, the Prophet
Joseph Smith gathered all who held the priest-
hood into a little schoolhouse about 14 feet (4.3
m) square. We could fit dozens of those school-
houses in this Conference Center, with room
to spare. Joseph Smith said, “It is only a little
handful of Priesthood you see here tonight, but
this Church will fill North and South America—
it will fill the world”

That prophecy is being fulfilled “right
before our eyes.” The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is growing in members and
families, missions and missionaries, meeting-
houses and temples, and in enrollment in our
seminaries, institutes, and universities all around
the world.

We are grateful to be on earth when the
Church is increasing in numbers and influence,
but more importantly in the hearts and lives of
its members. We are known as disciples of Jesus
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Jesu Kristi Kyrka av Sista Dagars Heliga tillvixer
i antal medlemmar och familjer, missioner och
missiondrer, moteshus och tempel.

Broder och systrar, jag ér sa tacksam att fa
vara med er. Vi élskar er, vi dr tacksamma for er
och vi kdnner oss vilsignade av era boner.

President Russell M. Nelson sa under var
senaste konferens: “Ser ni vad som sker fram-
for vara 6gon? Jag ber att vi inte ska missa det
storslagna i detta 6gonblick! Herren paskyndar
verkligen sitt verk.”

Paskyndar sitt verk. ”Paskynda” dr ett viktigt
ord. Det betyder att man agerar snabbt, okar tak-
ten och till och med att det bradskar. Vad giller
kyrkans tillvaxt och Kristi plan sa pagar paskyn-
dandet. Och vi ér alla en del av det.

I april 1834 i Kirtland i Ohio samlade profe-
ten Joseph Smith alla som bar prastadomet i ett
litet skolhus pé ungefir 18 kvadratmeter. Vi skul-
le kunna fa plats med dussintals sadana skolhus i
det hir konferenscentret, med plats 6ver. Joseph
Smith sa: ”Det ér bara en handfull prastadoms-
bérare har i kvdll, men denna kyrka kommer att
uppfylla Nord- och Sydamerika — den kommer
att uppfylla jorden”

Den profetian haller pa att uppfyllas "fram-
for vara 6gon”. Jesu Kristi Kyrka av Sista Dagars
Heliga tillvaxer i antal medlemmar och familjer,
missioner och missionarer, méteshus och tempel,
och i inskrivningar i vdra seminarier, institut och
universitet 6ver hela varlden.

Vi dr tacksamma att fa vara pa jorden nér
kyrkan 6kar i antal och inflytande, men dn
viktigare, i medlemmarnas hjéartan och liv. Folk
kdnner oss som ldrjungar till Jesus Kristus. Vi
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Christ. We share our testimonies of Him, His
Church, His ways, and His covenant path. We are
His people, and He is our Savior.

I marvel at what President Nelson calls the
“majesty of this moment’and express profound
gratitude to the Lord for His work. I encourage
us to stand tall as His disciples, eyewitnesses of
the fulfillment of prophecy, both ancient and
modern.

There are naysayers who shout, “Lo, here!”
and ... ‘Lo, there!”just as they did in the Prophet
Joseph Smith’s time. However, they are and will
be but mere footnotes in this noble work. Re-
member the words of Joseph Smith: “No unhal-
lowed hand can stop the work from progressing;
persecutions may rage, ... but the truth of God
will go forth boldly, nobly, and independent, till
it has penetrated every continent, visited every
clime, swept every country, and sounded in every
ear, till the purposes of God shall be accom-
plished, and the Great Jehovah shall say the work
is done”

In my assignments this year, I have had a
front-row seat to the Lord hastening His work.
The Church is building temples at an unprece-
dented pace, giving more members an opportu-
nity to worship in the house of the Lord. Second,
missionary work is gathering record numbers to
the fold of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. And
third, Church education in many configurations
is at a new high in teaching those who “seek this
Jesus.”

Today the Church has 367 temples in various
stages of design, construction, or operation. And
for what purpose? The answer is proclaimed on
each temple: “Holiness to the Lord.” The temple
opens the way to the highest blessings our Father
in Heaven has for each one of us. Brothers and
sisters, we are hastening our holiness as we live
temple worthy, as we worship in the house of the
Lord, and as we make covenants with God for
ourselves and on behalf of our ancestors on the
other side of the veil.

President Nelson has said: “The assaults of
the adversary are increasing exponentially, in
intensity and in variety. Our need to be in the
temple on a regular basis has never been greater.
I plead with you to take a prayerful look at how
you spend your time.”In His house we can feel
the Lord’s hallowed presence and transcendent
peace.

Last year I was privileged to preside at the
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vittnar om honom, hans kyrka, hans vigar och
hans forbundsstig. Vi ar hans folk och han &r var
Fralsare.

Jag forundras 6ver det som president Nel-
son kallar det “storslagna i detta 6gonblick’och
uttrycker djup tacksambhet till Herren f6r hans
verk. Jag uppmuntrar oss att std rakryggade som
hans larjungar, 6gonvittnen till uppfyllelsen av
profetior, bade forntida och nutida.

Det finns nejsdgare som ropar: ~Se hér!” och
”Se dér!”precis som de gjorde pa profeten Joseph
Smiths tid. Men de dr och kommer att forbli
enbart fotnoter i detta ddla verk. Kom ihag Jo-
seph Smiths ord: "Ingen ohelig hand kan hindra
verkets framgang. Forfoljelser ma rasa ... men
Guds sanning ska gé framat kraftfullt, adelt och
oforskrickt, tills den genomtrangt varje konti-
nent, férkunnats i varje trakt, tackt varje land och
ljudit i varje Ora, tills Guds avsikter utforts och
den store Jehova séger att verket ar fullbordat.”

I mina uppdrag det har aret har jag fran
forsta parkett sett Herren paskynda sitt verk.
Kyrkan bygger tempel i en aldrig tidigare skadad
takt som ger fler medlemmar mojlighet att tillbe
i Herrens hus. For det andra samlar missionsar-
betet in rekordmanga till den gode herden Jesu
Kristi falla. Och for det tredje har kyrkans utbild-
ning i olika former natt nya hojder vad giller att
undervisa dem som “sOker denne Jesus”.

I dag har kyrkan 367 tempel i olika stadier av
design, uppforande eller verksamhet. Och i vilket
syfte? Svaret kungors pa varje tempel: "Helgat at
Herren” Templet ér porten till de storsta vilsig-
nelser som var himmelske Fader har for oss var
och en. Broder och systrar, vi paskyndar vart
helgande nar vi lever vardiga att besoka templet,
tillber Gud i Herrens hus och ingar forbund med
Gud for oss sjélva och for vara forfader pa andra
sidan sl6jan.

President Nelson har sagt: "Fiendens anfall
okar exponentiellt, bdde i intensitet och i varia-
tion. Vart behov av att vara i templet regelbundet
har aldrig varit storre. Jag vddjar till er att under
bon ta en titt pa hur ni anvinder er tid.’T hans
hus kan vi kdnna Herrens helgade nirvaro och
enastdende frid.

Forra aret hade jag formanen att presidera

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Rasband-April 2025-English/Swedish

dedication of the Mendoza Argentina Temple. In
my message, I referred to Elder Melvin J. Ballard’s
1926 prophecy that the work of the Lord would
grow slowly for a time in South America, “just

as an oak grows slowly from an acorn. It will

not shoot up in a day;” but thousands would join
the Church, and the nations of South America
would become “a power in the Church”I saw that
prophecy fulfilled right before my eyes.

Mendoza, once a small acorn, has become a
mighty oak. That growth is being repeated across
continents and isles of the sea.

We see the Lord hastening His work in
missions. In 2024, 80,000 missionaries were
serving in 450 missions.Thirty-six of those are
new missions.Last year missionary work brought
over 308,000 new members into the Church.
More than numbers, the spirit of the gathering is
bringing souls to Jesus Christ and His gospel.

I think of the Apostles Brigham Young and
Heber C. Kimball, who in 1839 set off as mis-
sionaries to the British Isles. They were ill; they
left families sick and destitute. Nevertheless, the
two climbed into a wagon, and while still in sight
of their loved ones, Heber said, “Let’s rise up and
give them a cheer” The two struggled to their feet
and shouted, “Hurrah, hurrah for Israel”

I saw that same enthusiasm for the Lord’s
work in Lima, Peru, when I met with mission-
aries from the missionary training center and
missions in Lima. What a sight! I saw the has-
tening right before my eyes. There are now seven
missions in just the city of Lima.

At the end of our meeting, the missionaries
had a special surprise for me. They rose up and
cheered, “Hurrah for Israel” I will never forget
that moment; I wish all of you could have been
there. Right before my eyes were missionaries
who had set aside “the things of this world”to
serve the Lord and help hasten His coming.

We see the Lord hastening educational op-
portunities for our members and even those not
of our faith around the world. One of the things
that distinguishes us as a church is our emphasis
on education. The Lord commanded in the early
days of the Restoration to “seek learning, even by
study and also by faith”That is happening today
and is worthy of a resounding “hurrah.”

Currently more than 800,000 students world-
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vid invigningen av Mendoza tempel i Argenti-
na. I mitt tal hanvisade jag till dldste Melvin J.
Ballards profetia fran 1926 om att Herrens verk
under en tid skulle vixa langsamt i Sydamerika,
“liksom en ek vaxer langsamt fran ett ekollon.
Det kommer inte att skjuta upp pa en dag’, men
tusentals méanniskor skulle ansluta sig till kyrkan
och Sydamerikas nationer skulle bli "en kraft i
kyrkan”Jag sdg den profetian uppfyllas framfor
mina ogon.

Mendoza, som en gang var ett litet ekollon,
har blivit en maktig ek. Den tillvixten upprepas
pé alla kontinenter och pa havets dar.

Vi ser att Herren paskyndar sitt verk i mis-
sioner. Ar 2024 verkade 80 000 missionirer i 450
missioner.Trettiosex av dessa dr nya missioner.
Forra aret férde missionsarbetet in 6ver 308 000
nya medlemmar i kyrkan.Det handlar inte om
antal. Insamlingens anda for sjalar till Jesus Kris-
tus och hans evangelium.

Jag tanker pa apostlarna Brigham Young och
Heber C. Kimball som 1839 gav sig av som mis-
siondrer till de brittiska 6arna. De var sjuka. De
limnade sina familjer sjuka och utblottade. Andd
steg de tva upp i en vagn och fortfarande inom
synhall for sina néra och kdra sa Heber: Vi reser
oss upp och ropar nagot uppmuntrande.” De tva
kdampade sig upp pa fotter och ropade: "Hurra,
hurra for Israel!”

Jag sag samma entusiasm for Herrens verk
i Lima i Peru, nér jag triffade missiondrer fran
missiondrsskolan och missionerna i Lima. Vilken
syn! Jag sag paskyndandet framfér mina 6gon.
Det finns nu sju missioner bara i staden Lima.

I slutet av vart mote hade missiondrerna en
speciell overraskning at mig. De reste sig upp och
jublade: "Hurra for Israel!” Jag kommer aldrig
att glomma det 6gonblicket. Jag onskar att ni alla
kunde ha varit ddr. Framfér mina 6gon fanns
missiondrer som hade asidosatt "det som hor den
hér virlden till’for att tjana Herren och paskynda
hans ankomst.

Vi ser hur Herren paskyndar utbildnings-
mojligheter for vara medlemmar, och dven for
dem som inte tillhor var tro, runt om i varlden.
En av de saker som utmirker oss som kyrka ér
var betoning pé utbildning. Herren befallde oss
under éterstillelsens forsta dagar att soka “lar-
dom, ja, genom studier och éven genom tro”Det
sker i dag och fortjénar ett rungande “hurra”

For ndrvarande édr 6ver 800 000 elever
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wide are enrolled in seminary and institute, the
highest enrollment in the history of the Church.
Our youth gather in a variety of ways, from
early-morning, daytime, and evening classes to
online and in-home study. They are a mighty and
righteous battalion, gaining strength from each
other as they learn of Jesus Christ, follow, and
testify of Him as the Son of God.

Last fall I spoke at a devotional to an arena
tull of seminary and institute students and their
parents at the University of Utah.Their atten-
dance said much about their desire to know and
follow Jesus Christ. My message to those students
was clear: Give the Lord equal time. I counseled
them to balance their studies with true higher
learning, even a study of “the Son of the living
God”

I ask the same of everyone today: Whatever
is on your to-do list, give equal time, not spare
time, to the Lord in personal scripture study,
family study ofCome, Follow Me, prayer, Church
callings, ministering, partaking of the sacrament,
worshipping in the temple, and pondering the
things of God. Our Lord and Savior has said,
“Learn of me ... and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.” Take Him at His word. And give Him
equal time.

President Nelson has said: “I plead with you
to let God prevail in your life. Give Him a fair
share of your time. As you do, notice what hap-
pens to your positive spiritual momentum.”

We see that momentum building at seminar-
ies, institutes, and Church universities. In these
environments, the Lord is a priority. So should
He be in each one of our lives.

Another area that shows the growing reach
of education in the Church is BY U-Pathway
Worldwide. Across the world, enrollment has
reached nearly 75,000 and continues to grow rap-
idly. Most are members, and more than one-third
are in Africa.Pathway is all about access to edu-
cation. Completing the courses means access to
employment, and access to employment means a
better life for families and more opportunities to
serve the Lord.

When I was meeting with stake leaders in
Uganda, I learned that the entire stake presi-
dency was enrolled in BYU-Pathway. The more
prepared we are temporally and spiritually, the
more we can thwart the adversary’s cunning at-
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vdrlden Over inskrivna i seminariet och institu-
tet, vilket dr det hogsta antalet elever i kyrkans
historia.Vara ungdomar samlas pa olika sitt, fran
lektioner tidigt pa morgonen, under dagtid och
pé kvillar till lektioner online och i hembase-
rade studier. De utgér en maktig och rattfardig
kar som far kraft fran varandra nir de lr sig om
Jesus Kristus, foljer och vittnar om honom som
Guds Son.

Forra hosten talade jag pa en andakt i en are-
na full av seminarie- och institutelever och deras
foraldrar pa University of Utah.Deras ndrvaro
sa mycket om deras 6nskan att ldra kdnna och
tolja Jesus Kristus. Mitt budskap till de eleverna
var tydligt: Ge Herren lika mycket tid. Jag radde
dem att balansera sina studier med sann hogre
utbildning, namligen studier av "den levande
Gudens Son”.

Jag ber alla om samma sak i dag: Vad som én
star pa din “att-gora-lista’, sa lagg lika mycket tid,
inte bara den tid du har 6ver, pd Herren i per-
sonliga skriftstudier, familjestudier avKom och
t6lj mig, bon, @mbeten i kyrkan, stodverksamhet,
deltagande av sakramentet, tillbedjan i templet
och begrundan av det som hor Gud till. Var Her-
re och Frilsare har sagt: "Ta pa er mitt ok och lar
av mig ... Da ska ni finna ro for era sjélar”Lita pa
hans ord. Och ge honom lika mycket tid.

President Nelson har sagt: "Jag védjar till dig
att lata Gud rada i ditt liv. Ge honom en god del
av din tid. Nar du gor det, lagg da marke till vad
som hander med ditt positiva andliga momen-
tum.”

Vi ser detta momentum byggas upp vid se-
minarier, institut och kyrkans universitet. I dessa
miljoer dr Herren en prioritet. Det bor han ocksa
vara for var och en av oss.

Ett annat omrade som visar utbildningens
vaxande inflytande i kyrkan dar BY U-Pathway
Worldwide. Over hela virlden har antalet in-
skrivna natt niastan 75 000 och fortsatter att vixa
snabbt. De flesta ar medlemmar och éver en
tredjedel finns i Afrika.Pathway handlar om till-
gang till utbildning. Genomforda kurser innebar
tillgang till arbete, och tillgang till arbete innebar
ett battre liv for familjer och fler méjligheter att
tjiana Herren.

Nir jag traffade stavsledare i Uganda fick jag
veta att hela stavspresidentskapet var inskrivet
pa BYU-Pathway. Ju mer forberedda vi ar timligt
och andligt, desto mer kan vi avvirja motstand-
arens listiga angrepp. Kom ihdg Petrus ord:
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tacks. Remember the words of Peter: “The devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour”

I recognize that in the midst of the good
news of the gospel, there are those who struggle,
who have faith challenges, doubts, and questions
that seem to have no answers. Brothers and
sisters, Jesus Christ is the answer.Start with Him.
Look for His hand in your life. Listen to Him.
“Let not your heart be troubled,”He said in His
last hours to His disciples before Gethsemane,be-
fore carrying His cross through the streets of
Jerusalem,before Golgotha,where He completed
His atoning sacrifice—what only He, the Begot-
ten Son of God, could do.

Know that He understands. He took upon
Himself all our sins,mistakes, misery, and very
bad days that we might live again with our Father
in Heaven in eternity.He has said, “Look unto me
in every thought; doubt not, fear not’Faith in Je-
sus Christ can lift you upand heal your wounded
soul. Trust Himand you will hasten your return to
“the arms of his love”

I emphasize again the words of our living
prophet: “Do you see what is happeningright
before our eyes? I pray that we will not miss the
majesty of this moment! The Lord is hastening
His work”May we as disciples of our day shout,
“Hurrah for Israel” as we prepare for the return
of our Lord and Savior. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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”Djéavulen gar omkring som ett rytande lejon och
soker efter nagon att sluka.”

Jag inser att mitt i evangeliets glada bud-
skap finns det de som har svarigheter, som har
svarigheter med sin tro och med tvivel och fragor
som verkar sakna svar. Broder och systrar, Jesus
Kristus ér svaret.Borja med honom. Titta efter
hans hand i ditt liv. Lyssna till honom. "Lt inte
era hjirtan oroas’sa han under sina sista timmar
till sina larjungar fére Getsemane,innan han bar
sitt kors genom Jerusalems gator,fore Golgata,dér
han fullbordade sitt forsoningsofter — det som
endast han, Guds enfodde Son, kunde gora.

Var medveten om att han férstar. Han tog
pé sig alla vara synder,misstag, bedrévelser och
mycket daliga dagar sa att vi kan fa leva igen
med var Fader i himlen i evigheten.Han har sagt:
”Viand er till mig i varje tanke, tvivla inte, frukta
inte” Tro pa Jesus Kristus kan lyfta digoch hela
din sarade sjal. Fortrosta pa honomoch du kom-
mer att paskynda din aterkomst till "hans karleks
armar’.

Jag betonar aterigen var levande profets ord:
”Ser ni vad som skerframfor vdra 6gon? Jag ber
att vi inte ska missa det storslagna i detta 6gon-
blick! Herren paskyndar ... sitt verk”’Ma vi som
var tids larjungar ropa: "Hurra for Israel” i vara
torberedelser for var Herres och Frilsares ater-
komst. I Jesu Kristi namn, amen.
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