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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
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Jag vittnar om att spdadbarn och barn och ungdo-
mar dr uttryck for Guds rike pa jorden, blomstran-
de i all dess styrka och skonhet.

Jesus inledde det sista aret av sitt jordeliv
genom att trappa upp undervisningen av apost-
larna. Om hans budskap och hans kyrka skulle
overleva honom, behovde mer ingjutas i hjértat
hos tolv helt vanliga mén som hade kint honom i
knappt 24 manader.

En dag bevittnade Jesus ett gril bland de
tolv och fragade senare: ”Vad var det ni talade
om?”Tydligen generade teg de,star det i uppteck-
ningen. Men denne storste av alla ldrare visste
vad de ténkte i sina hjartanoch anade den forsta
rodnaden av personlig stolthet. Sa han kallade till
sig ett barn

och sa: "Jag sdger er sanningen: Om ni inte
omvénder er och blir som barnen kommer ni
inte in i himmelriket.

Den som 6dmjukar sig som det hir barnet,
han ér den storste i himmelriket.”

Det bor noteras att kung Benjamins av-
skedspredikan redan fore Kristi fodelse inneholl
denna djupsinniga kommentar om ett barns
6dmjukhet. Dir star: "Den naturliga manniskan
ar en fiende till Gud ... och kommer att sa vara
i evigheters evighet, om hon inte ... blir en helig
genom Herren Kristi forsoning och blir som ett
barn: undergiven ... 6dmjuk ... kérleksfull ...
alldeles som ett barn [4r mot] sin far”

Nu finns det uppenbarligen vissa barnsli-
ga bendgenheter som viinteuppmuntrar. For
tjugofem ar sedan bet mitt da treariga barnbarn
sin femariga syster i armen. Min svérson, som
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for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
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hade hand om barnen den kvillen, undervisade
frenetiskt sin dotter allt han kunde komma pa
om forlatelse, och avslutade med att hennes lil-
lebror formodligen inte ens visste hur ett bett pa
armen kindes. Den ddr ogenomténkta faderliga
kommentaren fungerade i ungefér en och en halv
minut, tills ett skrik som fick fonstren att skallra
hordes fran barnens sovrum dér min dotterdot-
ter lugnt utropade: "Det gor han nu?”

Vad dr det da vi ska se i dygderna hos livets
nyborjare? Vad var det som rorde Kristus sjélv till
tarar i den mest rorande scenen i hela Mormons
bok? Vad undervisade Jesus om nir han kallade
ner himmelsk eld och skyddande dnglar for att
omge barnen, och befallde de vuxna att "se sina
sma’?

Vi vet inte vad som foranledde allt det dar,
men jag tror att det hade nagot att gora med
deras renhet och oskuldsfullhet, deras medfédda
6dmjukhet och vad detkundetillféra oss om vi
bibehaller det.

Varfor kallar en profet allt i vara dagar av
tortvivlan "forgangligt, forgangligt”?Hur kommer
det sig att "fafdngliga inbillningar och ménnisko-
barnens hogmod”dr orden som kidnnetecknar
den stora och rymliga byggnaden som var sa
andligt dod i Lehis syn? Och zoramiterna, den
grupp som bad sa egennyttigt? Om dem sa Alma:
”O Gud, de [ber] till dig med sin mun medan de
... ar uppblasta av vérldens fafingligheter”

Finns det ddremot nagot som dr ljuvligare,
renare eller 6dmjukare dn ndr ett barn ber? Det
ar som om himlen ar i rummet. Gud och Kristus
ar sa verkliga, men for andra kan upplevelsen
senare bli ytligare.

Som édldste Richard L. Evans citerade for
omkring sextio ar sedan: "Manga av oss bekén-
ner oss vara kristna, and3 ... tar vi honom inte
pé allvar ... Vi respekterar honom, men vi f6ljer
honom inte ... Vi citerar hans ord, men vi lever
inte efter dem.”” Vi beundrar honom, men vi
tillber honom inte”

S& annorlunda livet skulle te sig om varlden
varderade Jesus hogre dn en vanvordig svor-
domsharang tid efter annan.

Men barn dlskar honom pa riktigt, och den
karleken kan 6verforas till deras andra relatio-
ner pa livets lekplats. Som regel, redan nar de ér
riktigt sma dlskar barn sa litt, forlater sa villigt
och skrattar med sddan gladje att till och med det
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even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
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kallaste och hardaste hjartat kan smalta.

Ja, listan kan goras lang. Renhet? Tillit? Mod?
Karaktar?

Lat oss tillsammans se den 6dmjukhet infor
Gud som en ung, mycket kdr vén till mig visar.

Den 5 januari 2025 — for 91 dagar sedan -
forlanades Easton Darrin Jolley aronska présta-
domet och ordinerades till diakon i Jesu Kristi
Kyrka av Sista Dagars Heliga.

Easton hade ldngtat efter att fa dela ut Her-
rens nattvard sa linge han kunde minnas. Men
detta heliga tillfdlle atfljdes av en rddsla som
vred om magen for att han skulle misslyckas, att
han skulle falla, att han skulle bli retad eller gene-
ra sig sjilv och sin familj.

Easton har ndmligen en séllsynt och mycket
destruktiv sjukdom, Ullrichs kongenitala muskel-
dystrofi. Den har gradvis fyllt hans unga liv med
enorma utmaningar och samtidigt krossat hans
forhoppningar och drommar om framtiden. Han
kommer snart att permanent sitta i rullstol. Hans
familj pratar inte om vad som vintar honom efter
det.

Sondagen efter sin ordination delade Easton
ut sakramentet for forsta gangen. Och det som i
hemlighet motiverade honom var att han skulle
kunna presentera sig sjdlv och dessa heliga em-
blem for sin far som var biskop i férsamlingen. I
vantan pa den uppgiften hade han tiggt och vad-
jat och gratit och tiggt, och utkravt en garanti for
att ingen,ingen, skulle forsoka hjdlpa honom. Av
manga anledningar, som &r hans egna, behovde
han gora det hdr ensam och utan hjilp.

Nir prasten hade brutit brodet och vilsignat
det — en symbol for Kristi brutna kropp - haltade
Easton fram med sin brutna kropp for att ta emot
brickan. Men det fanns tre rejdla trappsteg fran
moteshusets golv upp till forhéjningen. Sa nér
han hade tagit emot brickan strackte han sig sa
hogt han kunde och placerade brickan pa ytan
ovanfor ledstangen. Sedan satte han sig pa ett av
de hogre trappstegen och drog med bada hander-
na upp hoger ben pa det forsta trappsteget. Sedan
drog han upp sitt vinstra ben pa samma trapp-
steg, och sa vidare tills han modosamt var pa top-
pen av sitt personliga trestegs-Mount Everest.

Han manovrerade sig sedan over till en
béarande stolpe dar han kunde dra sig upp till
staende position. Han gick tillbaka till brickan.
Négra steg till och han stod framfor biskopen,
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his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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sin far, som med tarfyllda 6gon och tarar for-
sande nerfor kinderna maéste avhalla sig frén att
omfamna denne fullkomligt modige och trofaste
son. Och Easton, med ett leende av littnad som
lyste upp hela ansiktet, kunde mycket vl ha sagt:
”Jag har forharligat [min far och] ... har fullbor-
dat det verk som [han] gav mig att utfora”

Tro, lojalitet, renhet, tillit, heder och, i
slutandan, karlek till den far som han sa gdrna
ville behaga. Dessa och ett dussin andra egenska-
per far ocksdossatt sdga: "Den som 6dmjukar sig
som det hér barnet, han ar den storste i himmel-
riket”

Systrar och broder och vanner, hogst upp
pa listan 6ver de vackraste bilderna jag vet star
spadbarn och barn och ungdomar som dr lika
samvetsgranna och ovérderliga som de vi har
talat om i dag. Jag vittnar om att de ar uttryck for
Guds rike pa jorden, blomstrande i all dess styrka
och skonhet.

I samma vittnesbordets anda vittnar jag om
att Joseph Smith i sin ungdom sag det han sa att
han sag och samtalade med dem som han sa att
han talade med. Jag vittnar om att en 6dmjuk
och ren Russell M. Nelson dr Guds ordinerade
och begavade profet och siare. Efter en livstid av
lasning vittnar jag om att Mormons bok ar den
mest givande bok jag nagonsin ldst och slutste-
nen i min lilla boning i ett rike med manga rum.
Jag vittnar om att prastadomet och bénen ger
mig nytt liv - Kristi prastadéme och era boner.
Jag vet att allt detta dr sant och vittnar om det i
den lojalaste och 6dmjukaste av alla Guds soners
namn - Alfa och Omega, den store Jag Ar, den
korsfiste, det trovardiga vittnet- ja, Herren Jesu
Kristi namn, amen.
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