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The real destination of discipleship is literally to
become as Jesus Christ is.

President Russell M. Nelson recently invited
us to “make our discipleship our highest prior-
ity” That powerful invitation has stirred me to
ponder deeply about my personal discipleship of
Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Is Deliberate

A disciple is a follower or student of another.
Disciples are “apprentices” who devote their lives
to becoming like their teacher. Thus, being a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ implies more than believing
His teachings and doctrine. It even implies more
than acknowledging His divinity and accepting
Him as our Savior and Redeemer, as vitally im-
portant as that is.

President Dallin H. Oaks explained: “Follow-
ing Christ is not a casual or occasional practice.
It is a continuous commitment and way of life
that should guide us at all times and in all plac-
es”Discipleship is a deliberate journey that we
take to become transformed through the Lord’s
atoning sacrifice and His enabling power. The
real destination of discipleship is literally to be-
come as Jesus Christ is—even to the point where
we receive “his image in [our] countenances.”

To be the Lord’s disciples, we must inten-
tionally imitate His thoughts and actions every
day—for example, His obedience, humility, and
patience. As we gradually incorporate these
attributes into our own identities, we become
“partakers of [His] divine nature” This emula-
tion of the Savior’s character is at the heart of
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El verdadero propdsito del discipulado es, literal-
mente, llegar a ser como Jesucristo.

El presidente Russell M. Nelson nos invitd
hace poco a que “hagamos de nuestro discipu-
lado nuestra maxima prioridad”. Esa poderosa
invitacion me ha inspirado a meditar profunda-
mente en mi discipulado personal de Jesucristo.

El discipulado es deliberado

Un discipulo es un seguidor o alumno de
otra persona. Los discipulos son “aprendices” que
dedican su vida a llegar a ser como su maestro.
Por tanto, ser discipulo de Jesucristo implica mas
que creer en Sus ensefianzas y doctrina. Implica
incluso mas que reconocer Su divinidad y acep-
tarlo como nuestro Salvador y Redentor, por muy
importante que esto sea.

El presidente Dallin H. Oaks explicé: “Seguir
a Cristo no es una practica casual ni ocasional,
sino una dedicacién continua y una manera de
vivir que debe guiarnos en todo tiempo y en todo
lugar”. El discipulado es un viaje deliberado que
emprendemos para ser transformados mediante
el sacrificio expiatorio del Sefior y Su poder habi-
litador. El verdadero propdsito del discipulado es,
literalmente, llegar a ser como Jesucristo, hasta
el punto en que recibamos “su imagen en [n]
uestros rostros”.

Para ser discipulos del Sefior, debemos imitar
intencionalmente Sus pensamientos y acciones
todos los dias; por ejemplo, Su obediencia, hu-
mildad y paciencia. A medida que incorporamos
gradualmente esos atributos a nuestra propia
identidad, llegamos a ser “participantes de [Su]
naturaleza divina”. La emulacion del caracter del
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worshipping Him. As President Nelson taught,
“Our adoration of Jesus is best expressed by our
emulation of Jesus.”

The Sign of True Discipleship

Of all the many divine attributes of Jesus
Christ we are to emulate, one stands preeminent
and embodies all others. That attribute is His
pure love, or charity. Both the prophet Mormon
and the Apostle Paul remind us that without
charity, “[we] are nothing”Or, as revealed to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, without “charity, [we]
candonothing”

The Savior Himself identified love as a mark
or sign by which His true disciples would be
recognized when He declared:

“A new commandment I give unto you, That
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.

“Bythis shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another”

Charity is a rich concept that can be diffi-
cult to define but is easily perceived by all who
are touched by it.Preach My Gospelteaches that
“charity, like faith, leads to action”Indeed, charity
may be described as “love in action.” This de-
scription provides great insight into the summa-
ry statement of the Savior’s life—He “went about
doing good.”

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should seek
to emulate the way our Master demonstrated His
pure love for others. Although the Savior mani-
fests charity in many ways, I would like to call at-
tention to three particular patterns of His charity
that are readily seen in His true disciples.

Charity Is Showing Compassion

First, the Savior showed charity by being
compassionate. During His ministry among the
Nephites, as recorded in the Book of Mormon,
the Lord invited the people to return home and
ponder on the things He had taught and to pre-
pare for His return the following day.The record
then states:

“They were in tears, and did look steadfastly
upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a little
longer with them.

“And he said unto them: Behold, my bowels
are filled with compassion towards you.”

Page2 — Not an official publication

Salvador es la esencia de la adoracién a El. Como
ensefo el presidente Nelson: “La mejor manera
de expresar nuestra adoracion por Jesus es emu-
lando Su ejemplo”

La sefal del verdadero discipulado

De los muchos atributos divinos de Jesucris-
to que debemos emular, uno sobresale e incluye
a todos los demas. Ese atributo es Su amor puro
o la caridad. Tanto el profeta Mormén como el
apostol Pablo nos recuerdan que, sin caridad, “no
so[mos] nada” O, como le fue revelado al profeta
José Smith, sin caridad “no pod[emos]hacerna-
da”

El Salvador mismo definié el amor como
una sefal mediante la cual se reconoceria a Sus
verdaderos discipulos cuando declaré:

“Un mandamiento nuevo os doy: Que os
améis unos a otros; como yo os he amado, que
también os améis los unos a los otros.

“Enesto conoceran todos que sois mis disci-
pulos, si tenéis amor los unos por los otros”.

La caridad es un concepto significativo
que puede ser dificil de definir, pero aquellos a
quienes beneficia la perciben facilmente.Predicad
Mi Evangelioensefia que “la caridad, al igual que
la fe, lleva a la accidn”. De hecho, la caridad se
puede describir como “el amor en accion”. Esta
descripcion da una clara idea de la declaracion
resumida de la vida del Salvador: El “anduvo
haciendo bienes”

Como seguidores de Jesucristo, debemos
intentar emular el modo en que nuestro Maestro
demostré Su amor puro por los demas. Aunque
el Salvador manifiesta caridad de muchas mane-
ras, quisiera sefialar tres modelos de Su caridad
que se pueden ver en Sus verdaderos discipulos.

La caridad es mostrar compasion

Primero, el Salvador mostro caridad al ser
compasivo. Durante Su ministerio entre los
nefitas, como se registra en el Libro de Mormon,
el Sefor invité al pueblo a volver a casa y meditar
en las cosas que habia ensefiado, y a prepararse
para Su regreso al dia siguiente. El registro luego
dice:

“Estaban llorando, y lo miraban fijamente,
como si le quisieran pedir que permaneciese un
poco mas con ellos.

“Y les dijo: He aqui, mis entrainas rebosan de
compasion por vosotros’.
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Compassion is the portion of charity that
seeks to alleviate suffering.Filled with com-
passion, the Lord healed the sick and afflicted
among the people. Afterward, He blessed their
children while angels descended from heaven
and surrounded them.He performed these ten-
der, loving acts, and many more, because He was
“moved with compassion.”

While serving as a young missionary in
South America, I likewise benefited from the
compassion of a dear friend. One evening while
I was driving with my companion to the home
of our mission president, a young man on a
bicycle turned suddenly in front of the vehicle.

It happened so quickly that I could not avoid the
collision. Tragically, this young man was killed
by the impact. I was devastated over the loss of
his life. Terrified and in shock as the awful reality
of what had just occurred crashed down upon
me, I was taken to jail and locked up.I have never
felt more frightened and alone. I was filled with
despair and fear that I would be imprisoned for
the rest of my life.

A fellow missionary, Elder Brian Koche-
var, learned of the accident and was moved by
compassion. He came to the jail and pled with
the officers to be allowed to stay with me in the
cell so that I would not be alone. Miraculously,
they agreed. To this day, I feel profound gratitude
for this disciple’s act of Christlike love, which
calmed, comforted, and consoled me during the
greatest moment of distress in my life.His chari-
table compassion was a telling sign of his disci-
pleship. As President Nelson observed, “One of
the easiest ways to identify atrue followerof Jesus
Christ is how compassionately that person treats
other people”

Charity Is Ministering to Unspoken
Needs

Another example of how the Savior demon-
strates His love is through His observance of and
ministry to the unspoken needs of others. To the
man who had been lame for 38 years with no
one to help him, the Lord made him whole and
encouraged him to live righteously.To the woman
caught in adultery, He offered hope and comfort
rather than condemnation.For the man with
paralysis who was lowered from the roof, the
Lord offered forgiveness of sins, not just healing
of body.

When I was called to serve as a bishop, our
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La compasion es la parte de la caridad que
procura aliviar el sufrimiento. Lleno de compa-
sién, el Sefior sano a los enfermos y afligidos del
pueblo. Después, bendijo a sus hijos mientras an-
geles descendian del cielo y los rodeaban. El llev
a cabo esos tiernos y amorosos actos, y muchos
mads, porque “tuvo compasion”.

Mientras servia como joven misionero
en Sudamérica, yo también me beneficié de la
compasion de un querido amigo. Una noche,
mientras conducia con mi compaifiero hacia la
casa de nuestro presidente de mision, un joven
en bicicleta gird de repente frente al vehiculo.
Sucedid tan rdpido que no pude evitar la colision.
Tragicamente, ese joven murid por el impacto, y
yo quedé devastado por su muerte. Aterrorizado
y conmocionado al ver la terrible realidad de lo
que acababa de ocurrir, me llevaron a la carcel y
me encerraron. Nunca me he sentido mas asusta-
do y solo. La desesperacion y el temor de ser en-
carcelado por el resto de mi vida me invadieron.

Un comparniero de mision, el élder Brian
Kochevar, se enterd del accidente y se llend de
compasion. Fue a la carcel y suplicd a los oficiales
que le permitieran quedarse conmigo en la celda
para que no estuviera solo. Milagrosamente,
aceptaron. Hasta hoy, siento profunda gratitud
por el acto de amor cristiano de ese discipulo que
me calmd, animd y consol6 en el momento de
mayor aflicciéon de mi vida. Su caritativa compa-
sion fue una reveladora sefial de su discipulado.
El presidente Nelson sefial6: “Una de las maneras
mas sencillas de reconocer a unverdadero segui-
dorde Jesucristo es fijarse en qué medida trata a
los demds con compasion”

La caridad es ministrar para satisfacer
las necesidades no expresadas

Otro ejemplo de como el Salvador demuestra
Su amor es mediante Su observancia y minis-
tracion de las necesidades no expresadas de los
demas. Al hombre que habia estado cojo por
treinta y ocho afos sin nadie que lo ayudara,
el Sefor lo sano y lo animo a vivir rectamente.
A la mujer sorprendida en adulterio, le ofrecié
esperanza y consuelo en vez de condenacion. Al
hombre paralitico que fue bajado del techo, el
Seifior le ofrecid el perdén de los pecados, no solo
la sanacion del cuerpo.

Cuando fui llamado como obispo, nuestros
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six young children made sacrament meetings
challenging for my wife, Cristin, who had to
manage them alone while I sat on the stand.

As you may imagine, our children were often
less than reverent. Noticing her situation, two
members of our ward, John and Debbie Benich,
began sitting with her each Sunday to help. Their
kindness continued for years, and they became
surrogate grandparents to our family. Like the
Lord, these disciples had noticed the unspoken
need and acted in love—a prominent sign of
their discipleship.

Charity Is Helping Others Along the
Covenant Path

Lastly, the Savior’s perfect love is focused on
enabling all of God’s children to fulfill our divine
potential that we may “partake of his salvation,
and the power of his redemption”’As we become
more like our Master, our desire to help our
brothers and sisters along the covenant path will
naturally increase.

For instance, we can uplift and befriend
those who feel offended or forgotten, help those
who are new to our congregation feel welcome,
or invite friends to worship with us at sacrament
meeting—perhaps this coming Easter. There are
countless ways to encourage and assist others in
their progression if we deliberately and prayer-
fully seek heaven’s help to have eyes to seeand a
heart to feel how Jesus Christ sees and feels for
them.

Helping others along their covenant path
may take the form of an unconventional act
of service. As an example, during my current
assignment in the Philippines, I learned of the
Agamata family. They were baptized in 2023, and
then they eagerly set a date to be sealed as a fam-
ily in the nearby Urdaneta Philippines Temple.
However, just before the family’s appointment,
several typhoons struck the region. Brother Aga-
mata, a rice farmer, was unable to plant his crops
during the harsh storms. When the tempests
finally passed, he needed to quickly plant the rice
while the ground was soaked with water—ideal
conditions for planting. Sadly, the temple trip
would have to be postponed.

Two disciples, Elder and Sister Cauilan,

Page4 — Not an official publication

seis hijos pequefios hacian de la reunién sacra-
mental un desafio para mi esposa, Cristin, quien
tenia que cuidarlos sola mientras yo estaba en el
estrado. Como imaginaran, nuestros hijos a me-
nudo eran poco reverentes. Al ver su situacion,
John y Debbie Benich, miembros de nuestro
barrio, comenzaron a sentarse con ella cada
domingo para ayudarla. Su bondad continu6 por
afos, y se convirtieron en abuelos sustitutos para
nuestra familia. Asi como el Sefor, esos discipu-
los vieron la necesidad no expresada y actuaron
con amor, lo cual es una sefal notoria de su
discipulado.

La caridad es ayudar alos demas a lo
largo de la senda de los convenios

Por ultimo, el amor perfecto del Salvador se
centra en posibilitar que todos los hijos de Dios
alcancen su potencial divino para que puedan
“particip[ar] de su salvacién y del poder de su
redencion”. Al llegar a ser mas como nuestro
Maestro, el deseo de ayudar a nuestros hermanos
y hermanas a lo largo de la senda de los conve-
nios aumentara naturalmente.

Por ejemplo, podemos elevar y hermanar a
quienes se sientan ofendidos u olvidados, ayudar
a los que son nuevos en nuestra congregacion a
sentirse bienvenidos, o invitar a amigos a adorar
con nosotros en la reunién sacramental, qui-
zas en la proxima Pascua de Resurreccion. Hay
innumerables maneras de alentar y ayudar a los
demas en su progreso si buscamos deliberada-
mente y con oracion la ayuda del cielo a fin de
tener ojos para vercomo Jesucristo los ve y un
corazdn para sentir lo que El siente por ellos.

Ayudar a los demads a lo largo de su senda
de los convenios puede tomar la forma de un
acto de servicio inusual. Por ejemplo, durante mi
asignacion actual en Filipinas, supe de la familia
Agamata. Fueron bautizados en 2023 y luego
fijaron una fecha para ser sellados como familia
en el cercano Templo de Urdaneta, Filipinas.

Sin embargo, justo antes de la cita de la familia,
varios tifones azotaron la region. El herma-

no Agamata, un agricultor de arroz, no pudo
plantar sus cultivos durante las fuertes tormen-
tas. Cuando pasaron las tempestades, tuvo que
plantar rapidamente el arroz mientras el suelo
estaba empapado de agua, las condiciones ideales
para plantar. Lamentablemente, el viaje al templo
tendria que posponerse.

Dos discipulos, el élder y la hermana

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Strong-April 2025-English/Spanish

along with three young service missionaries,
heard of the Agamata family’s struggle and of-
fered help despite having no farming experience.
Working under the blistering sun, they helped
plant the seedlings, allowing the Agamatas to
complete their task and attend their temple
sealing as scheduled. Elder Cauilan observed that
“[the Agamatas’] countenances glowed as we saw
them dressed in white in the house of the Lord.
The joy we felt ministering to the one is a joy
beyond compare!”

The Agamatas now enjoy the rich blessings
of being sealed as an eternal family because a few
tellow disciples who were filled with charity—a
sign of their discipleship—determined to help
their brothers and sisters forward along their
covenant path.

Brothers and sisters, discipleship of Jesus
Christ is the only way to obtain enduring happi-
ness. It is a path filled with deliberate and pur-
poseful acts of love toward others. While the path
of discipleship may be difficult and challenging,
and while at times we may struggle and fall short,
we can take comfort that God is mindful of us
and yearns to help us every time we try. Isaiah re-
minds us that “God will hold [our] hand, saying
..., Fear not; I will help thee”

With this assurance from our Father in
Heaven in mind, I earnestly pray that we may fol-
low President Nelson’s invitation to prioritize our
discipleship. May we “pray unto the Father with
all the energy of heart” to “be filled with this love,
which he hath bestowed upon all who are true
followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; ... that when
he shall appear we shall be like him”because we
will carry a sign of true discipleship, which is
“charity ... the pure love of Christ”

I testify that Jesus Christ is our living, glori-
ous Savior, Redeemer, Exemplar, and Friend. In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Cauilan, junto con tres jévenes misioneros de
servicio, supieron de las dificultades de la fa-
milia Agamata y ofrecieron ayuda a pesar de su
inexperiencia en agricultura. Trabajando bajo un
sol abrasador, ayudaron a plantar las plantulas,
permitiendo que los Agamata completaran su
tarea y asistieran a su sellamiento en el templo
segun lo programado. El élder Cauilan dijo: “El
semblante [de los Agamata] parecia resplandecer
cuando los vimos vestidos de blanco en la Casa
del Sefior. {El gozo que sentimos al ministrar a la
persona en particular es indescriptible!”.

Los Agamata ahora disfrutan de las ricas
bendiciones de estar sellados como familia
eterna gracias a que unos condiscipulos llenos de
caridad, una sefial de su discipulado, decidieron
ayudar a sus hermanos y hermanas a avanzar por
su senda de los convenios.

Hermanos y hermanas, el discipulado de
Jesucristo es el inico modo de obtener felicidad
duradera. Es una senda repleta de actos de amor
deliberados y significativos hacia los demas.
Aunque la senda del discipulado sea dificil y de-
safiante, y aunque a veces tengamos dificultades y
fallemos, podemos sentir el consuelo de que Dios
nos tiene en cuenta y anhela ayudarnos cada vez
que lo intentamos. Isaias nos recuerda que “Dios
[nos] sostiene de la mano [...] y [nos] dice: No
temas, yo te ayudaré”.

Con esa certeza que nos da nuestro Padre
Celestial en mente, ruego fervientemente que
sigamos la invitacion del presidente Nelson de
priorizar nuestro discipulado. Ruego que “pid[a-
mos] al Padre con toda la energia de [n]uestros
corazones que se[amos] llenos de este amor que
él ha otorgado a todos los que son discipulos
verdaderos de su Hijo Jesucristo; [...] para que
cuando €l aparezca, seamos semejantes a él”por-
que llevaremos una sefial del verdadero disci-
pulado, que es “la caridad [...], el amor puro de
Cristo”.

Testifico que Jesucristo es nuestro glorioso
y viviente Salvador, Redentor, Ejemplo y Amigo.
En el nombre de Jesucristo. Amén.
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