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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
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Testifico que los bebés, los nifios y los jévenes son
imdgenes del Reino de Dios floreciendo en la tierra
en toda su fuerza y belleza.

Jesus comenzd el dltimo afo de Su vida
terrenal intensificando la capacitacion de Sus
apostoles. Si Su mensaje y Su Iglesia habrian de
continuar, era necesario enseiar de una manera
profunda a doce hombres comunes y corrientes
que lo habian conocido desde hacia apenas vein-
ticuatro meses.

Un dia, Jesus presencié una discusion entre
los Doce y luego pregunté: “3Qué discutiais entre
vosotros?”. Aparentemente avergonzados, “ellos
callaron’, dice el relato. Pero el mas grande de
todos los maestros percibid los pensamientos
del corazén de ellosy sintio el primer atisbo de
orgullo personal, por lo que “llam[6] [...] aun
nifno, [...]

“y dijo: De cierto os digo que si no os volvéis
y os hacéis como nifos, no entraréis en el reino
de los cielos.

“Asi que, cualquiera que se humille como este
nifio, ese es el mayor en el reino de los cielos™

Cabe sefnalar que, aun antes del nacimiento
de Cristo, el sermon de despedida del rey Ben-
jamin incluy¢ este profundo comentario sobre
la humildad de los nifios, que dice: “El hombre
natural es enemigo de Dios, [...] y lo serd para
siempre jamas, a menos que [...] se haga santo
por la expiacion de Cristo el Sefor, y se vuelva
como un nifio: sumiso [...], humilde [...], lleno
de amor [...], tal como un nifio [responde] a su
padre”.

Ahora bien, es evidente que hay algunas
tendencias infantiles quenofomentamos. Hace
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my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
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veinticinco aflos, mi nieto, que en ese entonces
tenia tres anos, le mordid el brazo a su hermana,
de cinco anos. Mi yerno, que estaba cuidando a
los nifios aquella noche, frenéticamente ensefid
a su hija todas las lecciones sobre el perdén que
se le ocurrieron, llegando a la conclusion de que
su hermanito ni siquiera sabia lo que se sentia
recibir un mordisco en el brazo. Ese comentario
paternal mal planeado funcioné durante apro-
ximadamente un minuto, o quizas un minuto y
medio, hasta que se oy6 un grito estridente desde
la habitacion de los nifios, donde mi nieta dijo
con tranquilidad: “jAhora si lo sabe!”.

Entonces, ;qué es lo que debemos ver en las
virtudes de los nifos? ;Qué fue lo que hizo que
Cristo mismo derramara lagrimas en la escena
mas tierna de todo el Libro de Mormoén? ;Qué
estaba ensefiando Jesus cuando hizo descender
fuego celestial y angeles protectores para que
rodearan a esos niflos, mandando a los adultos
que “mira[ran] a [sus] pequefiitos”?

Desconocemos lo que motivo todo eso, pero
tengo que pensar que tuvo que ver con su pureza
e inocencia, su humildad innata y lo que esopo-
diatraer a nuestra vida si la conservamos.

sPor qué son nuestros dias de desesperan-
za catalogados como “vanidad de vanidades™?
;Como es que “las vanas ilusiones y el orgullo
de los hijos de los hombres”son las palabras que
caracterizan al edificio grande y espacioso tan
espiritualmente muerto de la visién de Lehi? ;Y
los zoramitas, ese grupo que oraba de manera tan
egoista? De ellos, Alma dijo: “{Oh Dios!, [oran a
ti] con su boca a la vez que se han engreido [...]
con las vanidades del mundo”.

En contraste, ;hay algo mas dulce, mas puro
o mas humilde que un nifio orando? Es como si
el cielo estuviera en la habitacion. Dios y Cristo
son reales, pero mas adelante, para algunos, esa
experiencia puede volverse mas superficial.

Como cit6 el élder Richard L. Evans hace
unos sesenta anos: “Muchos de nosotros profesa-
mos ser cristianos, sin embargo [...] no lo toma-
mos a El en serio. [...] Lo respetamos, pero no lo
seguimos [...]. Citamos Sus maximas, pero no las
vivimos”. “Lo admiramos, pero no lo adoramos”.

Qué diferente seria la vida si el mundo
estimara a Jesus por encima del hecho de usar de
cuando en cuando Su nombre de manera profa-
na.

Pero los nifios realmente lo aman y ese amor
puede extenderse hacia sus otras relaciones en el
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in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
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patio de juego de la vida. Como regla, aun en los
aflos mas tiernos de su vida, los nifios aman con
mucha facilidad, ellos perdonan con rapidez y se
rien con tanto deleite que incluso el corazén mas
frio y duro se puede derretir.

Pues bien, la lista contintia. ;Pureza? ;Con-
fianza? ; Valor? ;Caracter?

Vengan conmigo a ver la humildad ante
Dios, demostrada por un joven y muy querido
amigo mio.

El 5 de enero de 2025, hace noventa y un
dias, a Easton Darrin Jolley se le confirio el Sa-
cerdocio Aardnico y fue ordenado didcono de La
Iglesia de Jesucristo de los Santos de los Ultimos
Dias.

Easton habia anhelado repartir la Santa Cena
del Sefor desde que tenia memoria; pero esa
oportunidad sagrada iba acompanada del temor
angustioso de fracasar, de caerse, de que se burla-
ran de él o de que €l avergonzara a su familia o a
si mismo.

Veran, Easton padece una enfermedad rara
y muy destructiva, la distrofia muscular congé-
nita de Ullrich, que progresivamente ha llenado
su joven vida de desafios tremendos mientras
destroza sus esperanzas y suefios para el futuro.
Pronto estara en una silla de ruedas de forma
permanente. Su familia no habla de lo que le
espera después de eso.

El domingo siguiente a su ordenacion, Eas-
ton repartiria la Santa Cena por primera vez y
su motivacion privada era poder presentarse a si
mismo con esos emblemas sagrados a su padre,
que era el obispo del barrio. Anticipandose a esa
tarea, habia rogado y suplicado, llorado y rogado,
obteniendo la garantia de que nadie,nadjie, tra-
tarfa de ayudarlo. Por muchas razones, privadas
para ¢él, necesitaba hacer esto solo y sin ayuda.

Después de que el presbitero hubo partido y
bendecido el pan —un emblema que represen-
taba el cuerpo quebrantado de Cristo—, Eas-
ton, con su cuerpo quebrantado, fue cojeando
para recibir su bandeja. Sin embargo, habia tres
escalones considerables desde el piso del centro
de reuniones hasta el estrado elevado. Asi que,
tras recibir su bandeja, se estir6 lo mas alto que
pudo y coloco la bandeja en la superficie sobre
la barandilla. A continuacidn, se sentd en uno
de los escalones mas altos y, con ambas manos,
subid la pierna derecha hasta el primer escalén.
Luego, tir6 de su pierna izquierda hasta el mismo
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Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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escalon, y asi sucesivamente hasta que, con mu-
cho trabajo, llegd a la cima de su monte Everest
personal de tres escalones.

Entonces maniobro hasta un poste estructu-
ral mediante el cual pudo trepar hasta ponerse
de pie y se encaminé de nuevo hacia la bandeja.
Unos pasos mas y se detuvo frente al obispo, su
padre, quien con lagrimas empapandole los ojos
y corriéndole por el rostro, tuvo que contenerse
de abrazar a este hijo perfectamente valiente y
fiel. Easton, con alivio y una amplia sonrisa en su
rostro, bien podria haber dicho: “He glorificado
[a mi padre y] he acabado la obra que me [dio]
que hiciese”

Fe, lealtad, pureza, confianza, honor y,
en definitiva, amor por ese padre al que tanto
deseaba complacer. Estas y una docena de otras
cualidades nos hacen decir también anosotros:
“Cualquiera que se humille como este nifio, ese
es el mayor en el reino de los cielos”

Hermanas, hermanos y amigos, en la cabe-
cera de la lista de las imagenes mas bellas que
conozco estan los bebés, los nifios y los jovenes
tan rectos e invaluables como aquellos a los que
nos hemos referido hoy. Testifico que ellos son
imagenes del Reino de Dios floreciendo en la
tierra en toda su fuerza y belleza.

Con ese mismo espiritu de testimonio,
testifico que, en su juventud, José Smith vio lo
que €l dijo que vio y convers6 con quienes él
dijo que hablé. Testifico que un humilde y puro
Russell M. Nelson es el profeta y vidente ordena-
do y dotado de Dios. Habiendo leido muchisimo
toda mi vida, doy testimonio de que el Libro de
Mormon es el libro mas gratificante que he leido
y que en verdad es la piedra clave de mi pequefia
morada en un reino de muchas mansiones. Doy
mi testimonio que el sacerdocio y la oracién es-
tan restaurando mi vida—el sacerdocio de Cristo
y las oraciones de ustedes. Sé que todo esto es
verdad y doy testimonio de ello en el nombre del
mas leal y humilde de todos los hijos de Dios: el
Alfa yla Omega, el Gran Yo Soy, el Crucificado,
el “testigo fiel’, si, el Sefior Jesucristo. Amén.
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