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We want our children to believe in Jesus Christ,
belong to Jesus Christ and His Church through
covenant, and strive to become like Jesus Christ.

When our son Eli was in fourth grade, his
class set up a mock government where he was
elected by his peers to serve as class judge. One
day a sitting judge from the Utah Second Dis-
trict Court visited, put his official robes on Eli,
and then administered an oath of office for their
class. This ignited in Eli’s young, impressionable
soul a passion for studying law and the Lawgiver
Himself, Jesus Christ.

After years of diligent effort, Eli received an
invitation for an interview with one of his top
choices for law school. He pronounced, “Mom, I
was asked 10 questions. The final question was,
‘Where do you derive your moral compass?’ I
stated that throughout history humankind has
derived systems of morality by patterning their
lives from archetypes. The archetype of morality
[ strive to pattern my life from is that of Jesus
Christ. I stated if all of humanity abided by
the teachings of Jesus Christ in the Sermon on
the Mount, the world would be a better, more
peaceful place” Then the interview ended, and
he thought to himself, “There go my childhood
dreams. No one in secular academia wants to
hear about Jesus Christ.”

Two weeks later, Eli was admitted with a
scholarship. Before committing, we visited the
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Mui xomum, umobvt Hauiu demu eepunu 6 Vu-
cyca Xpucma, 6vinu eeproimu Mucycy Xpucmy u
Ezo Ilepxeu, scmynus 6 3asem, u crpemuiuc
cmambv noxosxcumu Ha Hezo.

Korpa Ham cpiH Vinait yumnicsa B 4eTBepTOM
KJIacce, OJHOKJIACCHUKI BBIOPAIN €ro ObITh
CYZbeil B «IIpaBUTENbCTBE KIacca». B ofuH u3
JHEN B LIKOMY IIpMeXas NeiiCTBYIOIINI CY/Ibs U3
Broporo oxpy»xHoro cyga mrara HOTa, o6maunn
Vinas B opuimanpbHyIo MaHTHIO ¥ IIPUBETI €T0 K
IpUCATe CYAbM K1acca. DTOT CIydail Ipooymun
B €r0 I0HOJI BIIEYAT/INTENbHOI Jyllle CTPACTHbIN
MHTepec K U3y4eHuIo 3aKkoHa 1 CaMoro 3aKoHO-
marend — VMucyca Xpucra.

Cnycra ropipl ycepaHoit moarotoBku Vmait
TIO/Ty4YWJI IPUITIAlIeH e Ha cobeceloBaHMe B
OJHY M3 JIyYIINX IOPUANYECKUX KO, KOTO-
pble OH BBIOpAII I NOCTyIUIeHns. «Mama, MHe
3aganu 10 BOIpocoB, — pacCKas3plBaj OH. — B
KOHIIe MeH:A CIPOCUIN, YTO ABJISAETCS JI/IA MEHs
HPaBCTBEHHBIM OPMEHTHPOM. S1 OTBETHUII, 4TO
Ha IIPOTSDKEHUM BCeil UCTOPUY YeI0BEYeCTBO
CO3/1aBajI0 CUCTEMbl MOPasIy, BBICTPaMBas CBOIO
JKJI3Hb Ha OCHOBE apXeTuIoB. HpaBcTBeHHBbII
apXeTHII, KOTOPOMY 51 CTPEMIIIOCH C/IeloBaTh B
cBoell XXu3Huy, — ato Mucyc Xpucroc. f ckasar,
4TO, eC/IV OBbI BCe YeTIOBEYECTBO CIIEfIOBATIO yUe-
HuAM Vncyca Xpucra, usnoxxeHHsIM B Harop-
HOJI IIPOIIOBEY, MUP CTaJI ObI Ty4iile v 6e301mac-
Heer. 3aTeM cobeceoBaHle 3aKOHYMITOCh, ¥ OH
HIOZLyMaJI IPO ce6s1, YTO MOXKET IONIPOIIATHCSA CO
CBOMMM JIeTCKMMM MeuTamMn. HUKTO B CBETCKUX
aKa/leMI9eCcKIX Kpyrax He X04eT C/IBIIIATh 00
Nucyce Xpucre.

Yepes nBe Hepenu Vnaio npeajioxxunm MecTo
B YHMBEPCUTETE U CTUIIEH/IUIO Ha 0Oy4YeHue.
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campus. The law school looked like a castle and
was set high on a hill overlooking a beautiful
lake. Remarkably, as we walked through the mag-
nificent library and stately corridors, we found
on banners and carved in stone attributes from
the Sermon on the Mount.

The Sermon on the Mountis decisively the
most noteworthy discourse ever delivered,pio-
neering in its teachings. No other sermon can
help us better understand the character of Jesus
Christ, His divine attributes,and our ultimate
purpose to become like Him.

Lifelong discipleship of Jesus Christ begins
in our homes—and in Primary as early as 18
months of age. We want our children tobeliev-
ein Jesus Christ,belongto Jesus Christ and His
Church through covenant, and strive tobecome-
like Jesus Christ.

Believe in Jesus Christ

First, believe in Jesus Christ.

After the bread of life sermon, “many of [the
Lord’s] disciples” found it hard to accept His
teachings and doctrine, and they “went back,
andwalked no more with him.Jesus then turned
to the Twelve and asked a heart-wrenching ques-
tion: “Will ye also go away?”

Peter responded:

“Lord,to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life.

“... We believe and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God”

As Peter demonstrated, belief is “to have faith
in someone or to accept something as true”’And
for our faith to lead to salvation, it must be
centered in the Lord Jesus Christ.“We ... exercise
faith in [Jesus] Christ when we have an assurance
that He exists, [an understanding] of His [true]
character [and nature], and a knowledge that we
are striving to live according to His will”

Our beloved prophet, President Russell M.
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ITpexxpe yeM IpUHATD OKOHYATE/IbHOE PelIeHue,
MBI IOCeTVIN CTYAEeHYECKIII TOPOJOK. 3laHue
IOPU/INYIECKOIT IIKOJIBI OBIIO IIOXO0XKe Ha 3aMOK U
pacrionaranoch Ha BepLIMHe X0/IMa, C KOTOPOTro
OTKPpBIBaJICS BUJ Ha Kpacuoe o3epo. [Ipoxons
TI0 BE/IMKOJIETTHON OMO/IOTeKe 1 BeMMYeCTBeH-
HBIM KOPUZIOpaM, MBI C YAMBJIEHNEM OOHapy-
KIIN YIOMsHYTble B HaropHoit nponosenn
Ka4ecTBa, HAaIllMCAaHHbIe HA 3HAMEHaX VI BbICEYeH-
Hble Ha KAMEHHBIX CTeHaX.

Haropnas nponoBenb6e3yc/1oBHO ABIAETCS
caMoJl BbIJJafolelicsl 13 KOra-nmbo ponsHe-
CEeHHBIX peyeil, becIpeliefleHTHOI 110 CofeprKa-
IIVIMCSA B Hell yU4eHMsIM. DTa IPOIOBefb, KaK
HUKaKas Ipyras, MO>KeT IOMOYb HaM JIy4Ille
HNOHATD XapakTep Vucyca Xpucra, npucymue
Emy BoxecTBeHHbIe KayecTBay HALIY HaMBbIC-
IIYIO IIe/Ib CTAaTh OXoxyMM Ha Hero.

Hare yyeHn4ecTBO IIMHOIO B XKVM3HD HAYM-
HaeTcs B Hammx fomax. C onyTopa et getn
y>Ke nocematoT [leppoHadanbHOe 00111eCTBO.
MbI x0TNM, 4TOOBI HAllM AeTVBepUIuB Vncyca
Xpucra,6bumn BepabiMulucycy Xpucry u Ero
LlepxB), BCTYINB B 3aBeT, I CTPEMUICHCTATD-
noxoxumu Ha Hero.

BepbTte B incyca XpucTta

Bo-nepBbIx, Bepbre B Vncyca Xpucra.

ITocne nponoseny o Xnebe >KM3HU, «KMHO-
ru[m] n3 yuennkos [[ocmopal» crano TpysHoO
npuHKUMaTh Ero HacTaB/leHNA U y4eHue, ¥ OHU
«oToumm ot Hero ny>xe He xopunu ¢ Hum».
Vucyc nosepHyncA K [IBeHaiaTy 1 3a/ial UM
myulepasgyuparomui sonpoc: «He xoture mn u
BbI OTOMTU?»

Iletp orBeTHM:

«locnnopgn!x xomy Ham upTH? Thl MMeenIb
IJIaroJibl BEYHOM KU3HMU:

1 Mbl YBEPOBA/IM U II03Ha/N, uTO Thl Xpu-
ctoc, CpiH bora >xusoro».

Kaxk nokasarn IleTp, BepuTh — 3HaUNT «I1071a-
raTbCs MIM YIOBATh HA KOTO-TO. .. IPUHMMATb
4TO-7MO0 KaK UCTUHY». [I/11 TOro 4T0OBI Halla
Bepa MOIJIa IPMBECTU K CITACEHNIO, OHA JO/KHA
OBbITH cocpeioToueHa Ha [ocrione Vncyce Xpu-
cre. «Hama Bepa B[ Mucyca] Xpucra nposss-
eTCs B TOM, YTO Y HacC ecTb yOexIeHHOCTb B Ero
CyLIeCTBOBAHUM, [IIpaBUIbHOE IIPefICTaB/IeHNE]
o Ero xapakrepe [u mpupope] u yBepeHHOCTD
B TOM, YTO MBI CTapaeMcs XUTb cornacHo Ero
BOJIEY.

Hamr Bosno6nennsiii [Tpopok, [IpesnpeHt
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Nelson, declared, “Faith in Jesus Christ is the
foundation of all belief and the conduit of divine
power”

How can we help children strengthen their
belief in Jesus Christ and access His divine pow-
er? We need to look no further than to our Savior
Himself.

“[The Lord] spake unto the people, saying:

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ. ...

“Arise and come forth. ...

“... The multitude went forth, and thrust
their hands into his side, and did feel the prints
of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this
they did do, going forth one by one ... and did-
seewith their eyes and didfeelwith their hands,
and didknowof a surety and didbear record, that
it was he”

I invite you to ponder what this can look like
in the life of young children. Do theyheartesti-
monies of Jesus Christ and His gospel? Do they-
seereverential, worshipful images of His ministry
and godhood? Do theyfeeland recognize the
Holy Ghost testifying of His reality and divinity?
Do theyknowof His message and mission?

Belong to Jesus Christ and His Church

Second, belong to Jesus Christ and His
Church.

King Benjamin’s people experienced a
mighty change of heartand by covenant dedicat-
ed their lives to doing God’s will. Because of the
covenant they made with God and Jesus Christ,
they were “called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters”As members of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have a
covenantal responsibility to build His kingdom
and prepare for His return.

How can we help children make and keep
sacred covenants? In theCome, Follow Meman-
ual, in appendix A and B, we find conversation
starters and lessons that will empower families
and support teachers and leaders in their sacred
responsibility to prepare children for a lifetime
on God’s covenant path.

Become like Jesus Christ
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Paccen M. Henbcon, nmposo3srnacumn: «OcHOBOI
BCeX yOexxieHunil 1 IpoBogHIKoM boskecTBeH-
HOJL CUJIBI CITY>KNT Bepa B Vncyca Xpucrar.

Kaxk MpI MO>keM IOMOYb JeTSIM YKPeIUTbh
cBolo Bepy B VMucyca Xpucra 1 MOMyIUTb FOCTYI
K Ero bosxecTtBenHo cumne? [laBaiiTe mocMo-
TpUM, Kak 970 fenan Cam Cracurens.

«[Tocriopp] obparmics k Hapoxy, TOBOPSL:

Bort, I - Miucyc Xpucroc...

Bcranbre 1 noporigute Ko MHe. ..

MHOXeCTBO TIOfiell TOAXOAN/IN 1 BK/Ia bIBa-
7 cBoM pyku B pebpa Ero u ocasanu cinenpl ot
rBospeil Ha pykax Ero u Ha Horax Ero, u onn fie-
JIaJI 3TO, OAXOMS OAVIH 32 IPYTUM, IIOKa BCe. ..
HeYBUJIE/INCBOVMI I7Ia3aMI 1 HEOCSA3a/IVICBOMMU
pYKaMmu, ¥ BepHOY3HA/IMICBI/IeTe/IbCTBOBAIN Y.

Sl mpurnamalo Bac 3alymMaTbcA Hafl TeM, Kak
3TO MOJKET BBIITIANETD B )KIU3HY MaJleHbKIUX Jle-
Teit. C/IBIIIAT/IN OHY CBUJETeNbCTBa 00 Vucyce
Xpucre u Ero EBanremn?Buasatiu onn 6naro-
roseltHble M300paxkenus: Ero cnyxenns u Ero
BboxxectBenHoI pupoap1?YyBCTBYIOTIN OHI
U MOTYT 1M paclio3HaBaTh, Korga CsaAroii lyx
CBUAeTeNbCTBYeT 0 Ero peanbHocTH 1 boxke-
CTBEHHOCTM¢3HAIOT/IM OHM, B 4YeM 3aK/II0YaeTCs
Ero nocnanme n Ero Mmuccua?

byabte BepHbiMU incycy Xpucty v Ero
Llepksu

Bo-BTopsIX, OyzbTe BepHbIMuU Vncycy Xpu-
cry u Ero Lepksu.

Hapop napst BennaMiHa ucnbiTal BeMKYO
HepeMeHy CepAllay 3aK/II0UNI 3aBeT IIOCBATUTD
CBOIO JKM3Hb MCIIONHEHNIO boxxbeit Bomu. biaro-
Iaps 3aBeTY, KOTOPBIN OHM 3aK/II0UMIN C borom
u Vucycom XpucToM, OHY ObIIV Ha3BaHBI «eTh-
My Xpucra, Ero ceiHoBbAMYU 1 Ero foyepbMm».
Ha Hac, xax unenax Ilepksu Mucyca Xpucra
CBATBIX IOCTIEHNX JHEL, TeKUT 3aBeTHas 005-
3aHHOCTb co3ufaTh Ero llapcTBo 11 TOTOBUTBCA
K Ero BosBpaiennio.

Kaxk MbI MO>keM IIOMOYb JIeTAM 3aK/II04aTh U
COOIIOIATD CBAIEHHbBIE 3aBEThI? B puioskeHn-
ax A u b x nocoburolIpuxonmu, cnenyit 3a MHuo-
I0COfIeP>KATCS TeMBbI JI/IA 00CYXK/IeHUA U YPOKI,
KOTOpbIE IIOMOTYT CEMbAM, YUUTEAM U PYKOBO-
IUTEIAM B VX CBAIIEHHON 005A3aHHOCTY HOJ-
TOTOBUTbD JieTeil K TOMY, YTOOBI OHM BCIO KU3Hb
oCTaBa/yCh Ha boxxbeM Iy Ty 3aBeTOB.

CTtaHbTe noxoxxumm Ha incyca Xpucrta
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Third, become like Jesus Christ.

In the Book of Mormon, the Savior admon-
ished His newly called disciples to emulate Him
as closely as possible: “What manner of men
ought ye to be? Verily I say unto you, even as I
am.

How can we help baptized and confirmed
children fulfill their covenantal responsibili-
ty to gather themselves and others unto Jesus
Christ?Lifelong discipleship requires us to “be ...
doers of the word, and not hearers only”

When extending invitations to the Lord’s
youngest disciples, please take every opportuni-
ty to lead them, guide them, walk beside them,
and help them find the Way.Counsel with these
precious little ones as they prepare to teach,testi-
fy,pray,or serveso they are confident and experi-
ence joy in fulfilling their responsibilities. Seek
inspired ways to help them come to know this is
their Church and they have a vital role to play in
preparing for the Savior’s return.

As Jesus Christ becomes the focus of our
lives, what we desire, and how we desire it, is
forever altered. Conversion changes everything!
It changes our nature “that we have no more dis-
position to do evil, but to do good continually”’It
changes how we spend our time, our resources;
what we read, watch, listen to, and share. It even
changes how we respond in a distinguished, aca-
demic, career-on-the line interview.

We need to infuse the Light of Jesus Chris-
tinto every corner of our lives.If we are not
testifying to the veracity of His premortal god-
hood,His divine mission,and His prison-bursting
Resurrectionin our homes and in every single
meeting of this Church, then our messages of
love, service, honesty, humility, gratitude, and
compassion can become nothing more than a
jaunty pep talk of thoughtful living. Without
Jesus Christ there is no power to change, no
purpose to aspire to, and no reconciliation of the
travails of life. If we become casualin our disci-
pleship of Jesus Christ, it could be catastrophic
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B-TpeTbux, cTaHbTe MOXOXXMMM Ha Jucyca
Xpucra.

B Kuure MopmoHa Criacutens yBelleBanl
CBOMX BHOBDb IIPM3BAHHBIX YIEHNKOB C/IeOBATD
Ero npumepy HacTONbKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3-
MoxHO: «Kakoro o6pasa mogbmMi JOMKHBI BbI
obITH? VicTrHHO S roBopio Bam: Takumuy, Kax S».

Kaxk MbI MO>keM IOMOYb KpeIleHbIM 1 KOH-
($UPMOBaHHBIM IETSAM BBIIIOJTHATD CBOE 3aBeT-
HOe 00513aTe/IbCTBO IPUITH CaMVM Y IPUBOJUTD
apyrux K Mucycy Xpucry?YueHn4ecTBo J/IMHOI0
B >KM3Hb TpeOyeT TOTo, YTOOBI MbI OBUIN «VCIION-
HUTESIMIU CJIOBQ, 2 He C/IBIIIATE/IAMMI TOIBKOY.

JaBas npuriamenns K fAefICTBUIO CaMbIM
I0HBIM y4eHMKaM [ocnofa, moxxanyiicTa, uc-
TI0/Ib3YJiTe MI00YI0 BOSMOKHOCTb HAIIPABJIATD
X, OBITD PAJIOM Ha MX ITyTH ¥ HAYYUTD UX, KaK
npuiitun Kk Hemy B He6ecubiit som. Hacrasraiite
3TUX AParoleHHBIX IeTell, KOIZIa OHY TOTOBAT-
Cs1 yYUTD, CBUJETENIbCTBOBATD, MOTIUTbCANIN
CITY>KUTB, 4TOOBI OHM OBIIM YBepeHbI B cebe 1
VCTIBITBIBA/IM PafIOCTD OT BBIIIOTHEHNA CBOUX
o6s3aHHOCTEN. VIuTe BHOXHOBEHMS, YTOOBI
IIOMOYb MIM OCO3HATb, YTO 3TO uXx llepkoBb 1 4TO
UM NIPEJCTONT ChITPATh >KM3HEHHO BaKHYIO POJIb
B IIOAITOTOBKE K BO3BpaleHnio Cracurers.

ITo mepe Toro kak VMucyc Xpucroc crano-
BUTCS IIEHTPOM HAIIIeil >KIM3HY, TO, 4eTO MBI
JKelaeM 1 KaK MBI 9TOT0 >Ke/laeM, HaBCerza
MeHseTcsa. ObpaieHHOCTb MeHseT Bce! OHa Me-
HSeT Hallly IPUPOJY TaK, «4TO HeT y Hac OosIblie
HaMepeHMsI TBOPUTD 3710, HO eCTb — HeIIpeCTaH-
HO TBOPUTH K00po». OHA MeHseT TO, KaK MBI
pacIopsiKaeMcsl CBOMM BpeMeHeM U pecypcaMmu;
YTO YUTaeM, CMOTPUM, CIYLIAeM U YeM JIeTIIMCS
¢ gpyrumu. OHa MeHsleT Jjaxke TO, YTO MBI TOBO-
PMM BO BpeMs coOeceJOBaHV /IS TOCTYIIIe-
HUA B IPECTVDKHBIN YHUBEPCUTET, OT KOTOPOTO
3aBJICUT Hallla Kapbepa.

Ham ny>xHO Hanonuuth CeeToM Mucyca
XpucTakaXplil yTONIOK Hamleil >xu3Hu. Ecn
MBI He CBUJIETe/IbCTBYeM 06 uctuHHOCTI ETo
npen3eMHoI boskecTBeHHOCTH, 0 Ero cBamen-
HoIt Myccui, o Ero pacropriem BpaTa TeMHU-
116l BocKpeceHNMB HaIMX JOMax M Ha K&KEOM
cobpanuy Haett LlepkBy, Torga Hamm mocna-
HIIS O TIOOBM, CITY)KeHUY, YeCTHOCTH, CMUPEHNN,
0/1arOTapHOCTM M COCTPAJJaHNM MOTYT CTaTh He
6oree ueM 06OPSIOUIMMY pedamy 06 0CO3HAH-
HOM o6pase >xm3Hn. bes Vncyca Xpucra y Hac
HeT CUJIBl MEHATDLCS, HeT ey, K KOTOPOJ MOX-
HO CTPEMUTDCS M HeT OO'bACHEHNU A )KVMI3HEHHBIM
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for our children.

When we tell our children we love them, are
we also telling them that their Father in Heaven
and Savior Jesus Christ love them?Our love may
comfort and inspire, butTheirlove can sancti-
ty,exalt,and heal.

This Jesus should not be a fictional Jesus,or a
simplistic Jesus,or a bodiless Jesus,or a casual Je-
sus,or an unknown Jesus,but a glorified,omnipo-
tent,resurrected,exalted,worshipful,powerfulOnly
Begotten Son of God,who ismighty to save.And
as a young child in the Philippines compellingly
testified to me one day, “We are worth saving!”

In the sacred and holy name of Him “whom God
hath set forth to be [the great] propitiation,’Jesus
Christ, amen.
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ucnbITauusM. Eciiu Mbl cTaHeM HeOpe>XKHBIMUB
cBoeM cnefoaHuu 3a Mucycom Xpucrom, sTo
MOXXeT 00epHYTbcs KaTacTpodoii A1 HaIlmx
TeTell.

Korga MbI TOBOpUM CBOUM [IETAM, YTO JTIO-
OVM UX, TOBOPUM JIM MBI M TaK)Xe O TOM, YTO
He6ecusrit Oren; u Cnacutens Vncyc Xpucroc
mo6aT nx?Harma 1060Bb MOXeT yTelaTb 1
BJIOXHOBJISATD, HOVIXTI0O0OBb MOXET OCBSAIIATb,
BO3BBILIATHU UCIIETATD.

9tot Mucyc He fO/KeH OBITh BHIMBIIIIICH-
HbIM Vucycom, nim ynpoiteHHbIM Vncycom,
wn 6ectenecHbIM Vycycom, nm o6bIieHHbIM
Wucycom, i HeussecTHBIM Vncycom, HO
IIPOC/IaBI€HHBIM, BCEMOTYIIVM, BOCKPECIINM,
BO3BBIIIEHHBIM, TOCTOMHBIM MOKTOHEH NS,
MoryiecTBeHHbIM, EnyHopogubiM CbiHOM bo-
ra,Kotopsiiinmeer cuny ciacarb. Kak ogHaX/[bI
MaJIeHbKIiT pebeHok Ha OuunnuHax yoenu-
TETbHO CBUJIETETbCTBOBAM MHe: « MBI JOCTOHBI
cnacenusi!» Bo cBsmeHHoe u cBsiToe M Toro,
Koro «bor npenno>xxnn B [Benukyo] >xepTBy
YMUIOCTUBIEHUA», BO UMA VMucyca Xpucra,
aMIHb.
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