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We are followers of Jesus Christ, and we seek to
both receive and share His light.

Introduction

At the end of a long overseas assignment, my
wife, Lesa, and I stepped into an airport termi-
nal in preparation for just one more flight—a
red-eye—to get home. As we stood with many
others moving a step at a time in long lines, we
could feel the growing anxiety of fellow travelers
worried about making flights, getting through
passport and visa review, and successfully navi-
gating security checks.

We finally reached a station occupied by a
customs officer who seemed unaffected by the
high levels of stress and anxiety in the room.
She almost mechanically, with no eye contact,
reached for my documents, confirmed my pic-
ture, thumbed through one page after another,
and finally stamped my passport with a heavy
thud.

She then reached for Lesa’s papers. Devoid of
emotion, head down and focused on her work,
she methodically thumbed through the pages
with an expert eye, focusing on the details of
the documents in front of her. We were some-
what surprised when she suddenly stopped,
lifted her head, and made eye contact with Lesa
in a deliberate and warm upward gaze. With a
tender smile, she gently stamped Lesa’s passport
and handed the documents back to her. My wife
smiled in return, accepted the documents, and
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Mot - nocnedosamenu Mucyca Xpucma, u moi
cmpemumcs u nonyuamv Eeo ceem, u denumocs
UM.

BBepneHune

OpHaXx[ipl, 3aBepllas BHIIIO/IHEHME [IUTENb-
HOTO NOPyYeHM B Ia7IeKOJ CTPaHe, Mbl C MOell
KeHo1 Jecoit IpuOBIIM B TEpMIUHAT a9pOIIOPTa,
TOTOBACH €llle K OJHOMY, OUe€Hb paHHEMY, Ilepe-
JeTy 06paTHO JOMOIL. MeMIeHHO, IO LIaXKOUKy
IPOZIBUTasACh BIlepe]] BMECTE C OCTaTbHbIMU
CTOAIIVMMM B JUIMHHOI 049epefiy, Mbl OLfyIIasIu,
KaK pacTeT HallpsDKeHMe HAllMX MOy TYMKOB,
KOTOPBIM IIPEICTOSATIO HAWTY CBOV PEIIC, IPONTU
IACIOPTHBII ¥ BU3OBbII KOHTPOJIb U YCIIEIIHO
CIIPaBUTBCA C TOCMOTPOM baraxa.

HakoHer MbI JOIIN /IO CTOMKU COTPYIHM-
I1bI TAMO>KHI, KOTOPYIO, CYZIs 110 BCEMY, HUYYTh
He TPOrajl BbICOKNIT ypOBEHb CTPecca U TPeBO-
ru B 3asie. OHa IOYTU MEXaHUYECKH, He ITIAMA
MHe B I71a33, IPOTAHY/IA PYKY 3a JOKyMeHTaMM,
cBepua GOTO, IPOINCTAIA CTPAHMILY 3a CTpa-
HUIIel ¥ HAKOHel] C IJTyXMM CTYKOM IIOCTaBU/IA
neyaTb MHe B I1aCIIOPT.

[ToToMm ona B3sma fokyMeHThI Jlecnl. bes
KaKMX-/1M00 9MOIINIA, C ONYIIeHHOI TOJI0BOII
VI IOTPy>KeHHasA B paboTy, OHa METOANYHO, OTTO-
YEeHHBIMM JIBVDKEHMAMY IIPOJIICTAIa CTPAaHu-
IIbl, COCPEJOTOYMBINNCH HA HY>KHBIX JeTa/AX
M3y4aeMoro I1acropTa. Mbl HEMHOTO YMBUINCD,
KOT/Ja OHA BHE3aIIHO OCTaHOBU/IACH, IIOfIHAIA
rOJIOBY ¥ BCTpeTU/IACh I71asamMu ¢ Jlecoii, omapus
ee 00OIPAIOIINM M TeIUIbIM B3rARoM. OHa ¢
HEXKHOI! Y/IBIOKOJT MATKO MOCTAaBM/IA IITAMII B
nacnopt Jlecol M IpOTAHY/A eif JOKYMeHT. Mos
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exchanged warm parting words.

“What just happened?” I asked incredulously.

Lesa then showed me what the agent had
seen—a small card with the image of the Savior.
It had accidentally slipped from Lesa’s purse into
the folds of her passport. This is what the cus-
toms officer had found. This is what had changed
her whole demeanor.

Grace and Truth, by Simon Dewey, courtesy
of altusfineart.com, © 2025, used with permis-
sion

This small picture of the Savior connected
the hearts of two otherwise disconnected strang-
ers. It transformed the impersonal to personal,
capturing the beauty, the miracle, and the reality
of the Light of Jesus Christ. For the remainder
of that day and often since, I have contemplated
that sweet, simple moment with awe and have re-
joiced in the glorious effect of the Light of Christ
upon God’s children.

We Talk of Christ

We are followers of Jesus Christ, and we
seek to bothreceiveandshareHis light. Implicit
in the name of the Church is our theology of
“Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone” Through ancient and living prophets, our
Heavenly Father has commanded us to “hear
Him!”and to “come unto Christ”“We talk of
Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ,
[and] we prophesy of Christ”

Weteachthat Jesus Christ is the Son of
God,and during His earthly ministry, Jesus
taught His gospel and established His Church.

Wetestifythat at the end of His life, Jesus
atoned for our sins when He suffered in the
Garden of Gethsemane,was crucified on the
cross,and then was resurrected.

Werejoicethat because of the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, we can be forgiven and cleansed of our
sins as we repent. This brings us peace and hope
while making it possible for us to return to God’s
presence and receive a fulness of joy.

Weprophesythat because of Jesus’s Resurrec-
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JKEeHa Y/IBIOHY/Iach B OTBET, IIPUHS/IA TACIIOPT, U
OHU 0OMEHSA/INCh TeIUIBIMM CTTOBaMM Ha IIPOIIa-
HIe.

«4T0 9TO OBIIO?» — HETIOHMMAIOIIE CIIPOCHT
A

Torpa Jleca mokasana MHe TO, YTO yBU/Jiena
COTPYAHUIIA TAMOXHM, — KAPTOUKY C 1300pa-
xeHneM Criacutend. OHa ClIydaliiHO BBINIaja y
Jlechbl 13 KolenbKa 1 0Ka3ajach MeX/ly CTpaHu-
Ljamy nacropra. VIMeHHO ee Halllla COTPYIHM-
1ja TAMOXKHI. VIMEHHO OHa B KOpHe M3MEeHMIA
OTHOLIIEHNE.

bnaropats u nctuHa, ¢ KapTuHbl CaliMoHa
I pion, ny6nmkyercs ¢ mo6e3HOro paspeleHns
altusfineart.com, © 2023 r.

9toT HebobLION OpTpeT CriacuTers
COeMMHII CepAlia IByX HUYEM He CBA3aHHBIX
APYT ¢ ipyroM HesHakoM1eB. OH NpeBpaTuI
0e3nmMKoe B IMYHOE, 3aIle4aT/IeB KPAcoTy, Yy/0 U
peanbHOCTb CBeTa VMucyca Xpucra. Ha npo-
TSDKEHMM OCTABLIENICS YacTy JHA ¥ MHOTO pas
BITOC/IE[ICTBUY 5 C O/1arOrOBeHMeM Pa3MBbIIIAT
0 TOM C/IaJJOCTHOM, IIPOCTOM MOMEHTE 1 YepIIaj
PajioCcTb B MICHOTHEHHOM CJIaBbI BO3/e/ICTBUI
Csera XpucroBa Ha boxxbux gereii.

Mbl roBopuM 0 XpucTe

Mb1 - nocnepoBarenu Mucyca Xpucra, n
MBI CTpeMUMCA UIONy4aTbETo CBeT, nyienTh-
canm. Haspanne llepksu nogpasymeBaer Halle
yuenne o «Camo|[m] Mucycle] Xpucr|[e kax o]
KpaeyronbH|[oM] kamH[e]». Yepes npeBHUX U
xuByiux [Tpopokos Hamr He6ecHsrit Orery
3anoBefiasl HaM «cywalte] Erol»u «mpu([ittn] xo
Xpucty». «Mbpl roBOpUM 0 XPUCTE, MBI PajlyeM-
¢ Bo XpHCTe, MbI IIporoBenyeM o Xpucre, [u]
MBI IPOPOYECTBYeM O XPUCTe».

Mbryunmromy, 9yto Mucyc Xpucroc ectb
CpiH Boxxniin 4To BO BpeMs 3€MHOTO CITYKEHN:A
ucyc obyqan Coemy Epanremio u yupennn
Csoto [lepkoBb.

MpicBusieTeNbCTBYEM, UTO B KoHIe CBO-
el >xusHu Vucyc uckynua Hamm rpexu, Korzia
crpagan B [ebcumanckoM capty, ObIT pacrAT Ha
KpecTe, a 3aTeM BOCKpec.

MpbipagyeMcATOMY, 4TO 671arofaps MCKyIu-
Te/IbHOM >kepTBe CIacuTensa Mo)KeM IoTy4aTh
IpOIleHNe ¥ OYNIIleHNe OT HAlllMX I'PeX0B, KOIza
KaeMcs. ITO IPUHOCUT HaM IIOKOJ U HafleX 1y,
IPeNOCTaB/IAA BO3MOKHOCTb BEPHYTbCA B IIPU-
cyTcTBHE BoXKbe 1 IOTyYUTh IOTHOTY PaJjOCTH.

MbIpopodYecTByeMO TOM, 4TO O/Iarofaps
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tion, death is not the end but an important step
forward. “We will all be resurrected after we die.
This means that each person’s spirit and body will
be reunited and live forever”

Come unto Christ

Living prophets in our day—who receive
revelation from God to teach and lead us—are
increasingly inviting us to come unto Christ.
They are helping us to center our hearts, ears,
and eyes more fully on Him. We could cite
numerous examples of adjustments and enhance-
ments announced by the First Presidency that
are designed to focus us on Jesus Christ. Some of
these include:

The decision to retire the name “Mormon
Church” and to replace it with the correct name,
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The availability of new, inspired Christ-
themed art for display in meetinghouses.

Young Women and Aaronic Priesthood quo-
rum themes and music focused on Jesus Christ,
such as “Disciple of Christ” and “Look unto
Christ”

Greater emphasis on the Atonement and
literal Resurrection of Jesus Christ as the most
glorious events in history.

Celebration of Easter as a season and not just
a holiday, with an emphasis on Jesus Christ.

The introduction of the visual identifier
of the Church of Jesus Christ and its symbolic
nature.

Let us look closer at the impact of some of
these. First, the Church symbol.

The Church Symbol

In 2020, President Russell M. Nelson intro-
duced a new visual identifier for the Church.
This symbol reflects the truth that Christ is at the
center of His Church and should be at the center
of our lives.We now see this familiar symbol on
temple recommends, on Church websites and
magazines, as the icon for the Gospel Library
app, and even on military ID tags for many mem-
bers of the Church serving in the armed forces.
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Bockpecenuro Vncyca cmepThb — 9TO He KOHell,

a 3HAYMMBIII 1Iar Brepes. «Bce Mbl BOCKpecHeM
II0C/I€ CMEPTU. DTO 3HAYMT, YTO IyX U TEJIO KaXK-
JIOTO YeTI0BeKa BOCCOEAVHATCA U OYAyT KUTb
BEYHO».

MpugnTe Ko XpUcTy

B Hamwu puu >xuBymue IIpopoku, momyda-
1ol e OTKpOBeHM:A oT bora, 4To6bI 06y4aTh 1
BeCTM Hac, BCe Yallle IPUITALIAI0T HaC IPpUIATH
ko Xpucty. Oy momoraror 6osiee IOIHO cocpe-
motounTb Ha HeMm ceppue, yum u rmasa. Mo>xHo
IPUBECTU MHOXKECTBO IIPMMEPOB M3MEHEeHMIA
U yy4ieHui, o6bsasneHHbIx [lepsoiv [pesn-
IEeHTCTBOM, KOTOPbIe IIPM3BaHbl IOMOYb HaM
cocpeporounThbes Ha VMncyce Xpucre. Bot Heko-
TOpbI€ U3 HUX:

pelenne yiTu OT Ha3BaHMUsA «MOPMOHCKAs
IlepkoBb» 1 3aMEHUTD €TI0 Ha KOPPEKTHOE
HasBaHue — [lepkoBb VMucyca Xpucra CBATBIX
MMOCTIeTHNX THE;

HOBbI€ B/IOXHOBEHHbIE IPOU3BENEHNA
MCKYCCTBA, ITOCBAIIeHHbIe XPUCTY, KOTOPbIe
pa3MeIIaTCA B JOMaX coOpaHumii;

1e/u 1 My3bika O611ecTBa MOIOMIBIX JKeH-
IIMH ¥ KBopyMa CBAllleHCTBa AapOHOBa, CO-
cpenorouennble Ha Vncyce Xpucrte, HanpuMmep,
«41 - yyennna Mucyca Xpucra» n «K Xpucry
00paTICh»;

6oXpimit ynop Ha Vickyniennun u 6yk-
BasibHOM Bockpecenun VMucyca Xpucra kak
CTaBHEIIIVX COOBITIII MUPOBOI MICTOPUIL;

npasfiHoBaHMe ITacxy He KaK OfHOJIHEBHOTO
TOPKECTBA, @ B PaMKaxX 0C000J IIOPHI € aKIleH-
ToM Ha VMucyce Xpucre;

HOSIB/IEHNE HATJIAHOTO MAeHTN(UKATOpa
Hepxsu Mucyca Xpucra u €ro CMMBOINYHON
IPUPOJBL.

JaBajiTe paccMOTPUM B/IMAHME HEKOTOPDIX
U3 3TUX IpuMepoB. Bo-nepsbIx, norotur llepk-
BIL

JTorotun Lepkeu

B 2020 rony IIpesupent Paccen M. Henbcon
IIPefICTaBI/I HOBBIIT HAITISIHBIN MaeHTI(MKa-
Top LlepkBu. OTOT JIOrOTUII OTpaXkaeT UCTUHY O
TOM, 4TO XPpUCTOC HaXoAnUTcA B IieHTpe CBoelt
[lepxBu U JO/KEH OBITH B LIEHTPe HAIlIeil >KM3-
HU. Terepb MbI BUAMM 3TOT XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBIII
JIOTOTUII Ha «PeKoMeHmanmsx fy1sl IToCeIeHns
XpaMa», Ha LIepKOBHBIX caliTaxX J KypHajax,
NMKTOrpaMMe IpuioxkeHus «EBaHrenbckas
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The symbol includes the name of the Church
contained within a cornerstone, a reminder that
Jesus Christisthe chief cornerstone,shown here in
Cambodian and in use in 145 languages.

The center of the symbol is a representation
of Bertel Thorvaldsen’s beloved marbleChris-
tusstatue, which has become widely associated
with the Church and is found in visitors’ centers
and on temple grounds around the world. Its
prominence in the Church symbol suggests that
Christ should be the center of all we do. Like-
wise, the Savior’s outstretched arms indicate His
promise to embrace all who will come unto Him.
This symbol is a visual representation of the love
of the Savior Jesus Christ and a constant remind-
er of the living Christ.

Out of curiosity, I have inquired of many
families and friends concerning one important
element of the Church symbol. Surprisingly,
many are not aware of a hallowed feature that it
embodies. Jesus Christ standsunderthe arch. This
represents the resurrected Savior emerging from
the tomb. We truly celebrate theresurrected,living
Christ, even in the use of the Church symbol.

Higher and Holier Easter

Now let us contemplate the significance
of Easter. In recent First Presidency messages
concerning Easter, we have been challenged to
“celebrate the Resurrection of our living Savior
by studying His teachings and helping to estab-
lish Easter traditions in our society as a whole,
especially within our own families”In short, we
have been encouraged to move to a higher and
holier celebration of Easter.

I love continuing revelation concerning
Easter and am gratified for your many efforts
to make Easter a sacred and holy occasion. In
addition to holding a one-hour sacrament meet-
ing on Easter Sunday, other examples of worthy
activities include ward and stake devotionals and
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OubmoTeKa» U fake Ha ApMeEVICKUX KeTOHAX
MHOTUX IIPUXOyKaH, IPOXOAAMINX BOMHCKYIO
cmy>x0y. Jlorotun copep>xut Hazpanue Llepksu B
KpaeyrolbHOM KaMHe, KOTOpOe CITy>KUT HaIlo-
MIMHaHMeM O ToM, 4To VMucyc XpucToc nectsb-
Kpaeyro/lbHblil KaMeHb. 3[leCb OHO HaIlMICAaHO Ha
KaMOOJDKMIICKOM, a B I[eJIOM MCIIONb3YeTCs Ha
145 A3bIKax.

B neHTpe 10roTUna HaXOAUTCS CXeMa-
TUYHOE U300paXkeHe THOMMOI MPAaMOPHOI
cratyuXpucrocpabotsl beprens Topsanbicena,
KOTOpas CTa/la IIOBCEMECTHO acCOLMIPOBATLCA C
LlepxoBbIo ¥ HAXOAUTCA B LIeHTPAX A/A IOCETU-
TejIell ¥ Ha XpaMOBbBIX y4acTKaxX 110 BCEMY MUPY.
Ee oco6oe MecTO Ha IIepKOBHOM JIOTOTHIIE YKa-
3bIBaeT Ha TO, YTO XPUCTOC JO/DKEH HaXOAUThCS
B IIeHTpe BCETO, YTO MBI fielaeM. TOYHO Tak e
npocTepTble pyku Cracuresnd yKa3bIBaloT Ha
Ero o6emanne 3axmountb B CBOM 00bATUA
BceX, KTo mpuayT kK Hemy. 9rot mororun ciy-
JKUT HAIJITHBIM CUMBOJIOM TI00BY Criacurers,
Nucyca Xpucra, 1 TIOCTOAHHBIM HallOMMHaHIEM
o JKusom Xpucre.

Papy nHTepeca s cripocust MHOTME 3HAKO-
MBIe CeMbM U Ipy3ell 00 OJHOM CYIeCTBEHHOM
aneMeHTe Ha torotuie Llepksu. Kak Hu yausu-
Te/IbHO, MHOT1Ie He B Kypce I10 IIOBOAY CBAILEH-
HOJ 0COOEHHOCTM, KOTOPYIO OH BOIUIOLIAET.
Nucyc XprcToc CTOUTIONAPKOIL. ITO CUMBOJI
TOTO, YTO BOocKpecmnit CriacuTenb BOCCTAN U3
Morunbl. [TonctuHe, Mbl 4eCTByeMBOCKpeclie-
r0,’KMBOT0 XpUCTa, faxke n3obpaxas Ero Ha
norortune lepxsu.

Bonee Bo3BbILLEHHadA 1 bonee cBATada
[Nacxa

Teneppb nopasMmpllIAeM Hafl 3HAYMMOCTBIO
[Tacxn. B HegaBHuX nocnanusAx Iepsoro Ilpe-
3MIeHTCTBA Ha TeMy Ilacxu nepen Hamu Obi1a
IIOCTaBJIeHa 33Jjaya «IIpa3JHoBaTh Bockpecenne
Halero >xusoro Cracutens, usy4as Ero yuenus
U TIoMoras ycTaHaBnIMBarh IlacxanbHble Tpagu-
IV B HallleM 00IecTBe B 1[eJIOM, 0COOEHHO B
HAIINX COOCTBEHHBIX CeMbAX». OTHUM CTIOBOM,
Hac IIPU3bIBAIOT IOAHATH pasfHoBaHMe [Tacxu
Ha 60J1ee BO3BBIIICHHBIN U CBATOI YPOBEHb.

MHe o4eHb HpaBUTCSA HeIPpeKpallaoleecs
OTKpOBeHMe 110 ToBofy Ilacxu, u A4 npusHarenexn
BaM 3a ycepfiHble cTapaHuA chenarh [lacxy cBA-
I[EHHBIM ¥ CBATBIM coObiTieM. B [TacxanbHoe
BOCKpeCeHbe Mbl IPOBOAMM He TOJIbKO IPUYaCT-
HOe cOOpaHIe IPOJO/DKUTENbHOCTBIO B OJVIH

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Stevenson-April 2025-English/Russian

activities on Palm Sunday as well as during Holy
Week. These remembrances include activities
with children and youth and often incorpo-

rate interfaith choirs. Others have held “Living
Christ” open houses for members and friends
and have participated in multidenominational
community Easter events.

Such activities mirror the multitudes in the
city of Jerusalem whose voices joined together
to praise the Savior during His triumphal entry.
Equally impressive are reports of your responses
to the First Presidency’s invitation to worship
at home as families to commemorate this most
important holiday.

I believe that family worship surrounding
Easter has elevated remarkably. Two years ago,

I spoke about our family’s determination to
improve the way we honor Easter. Admittedly,
this is still a work in progress. We have always
enjoyed a special Easter Sunday meal, Easter
baskets, and an Easter egg hunt, and we still do.
However, adding an intentional spiritual dimen-
sion that focuses on Jesus Christ and His Atone-
ment to our celebration has brought a sweet
balance to our commemoration of these most
holy of all events.

This year will be our third attempt to make
Easter more Christ-centered. Like the Christmas
nativity, our family Easter Day play includes
rudimentary costumes, reading of scriptures
from the New Testament and Book of Mormon,
music, Easter pictures, palm fronds—and a little
chaos, if 'm being completely honest. Children
and grandchildren reading and reciting the Palm
Sunday praises of “Hosanna ... Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the
highest” and “This is Jesus ... of Galilee’seem as
relevant as “Peace on earth, good will to men”is
at Christmastime.

We now enjoy a mix of decorations. What
was once almost exclusively bunnies and Eas-
ter eggs is now balanced with theChristusand
images of the empty tomb, the resurrected Savior
appearing in the garden outside the tomb, and
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4ac, HO VI MHOTO JOCTOVIHBIX MEPOIIPUATHUIA, B
TOM 4mcye bo>kecTBeHHbIe 4achl B IPUXOAAX U
KOJbSIX U MeponpusATHs B BepOHoe Bockpece-
Hbe, PaBHO KaK 1 B TeueHe CTpacTHOI Helenn.
B unicie maMATHBIX COOBITMIT MOXKHO Ha3BaTh
MepPOIPUATHA JJI TeTeil I MOIOJEeXKM, HepeKo
— C y4acTueM Me>XKOH(]eCCHOHaTbHBIX XOPOB.
KT0-TO IpOBOANT HEeHDb OTKPBITHIX ABEPeIi IOf
HasBaHUeM «KuBoit Xpucroc» g1 NpuxoXkaH
Y Ipy3ell U y4acTBYeT B 00I[eCTBEHHBIX MHOTO-
KOH(eccuoHaIbHbIX [TacXaTbHBIX TOpXKeCTBaX.
Takue MeponpuATHA HATIOMUHAIOT O TOJI-
nax B Vlepycanume, KOTOpble B YHMCOH C/IaBUIN
Cnacurensa Bo Bpems Ero tpuymdanbHoro Bxoga
B ropoz. He MeHee BIie4aT/IAI0T BECTU 1 O TOM,
KaK BBl OTK/IMKaeTech Ha mpuraameHue Ilepso-
ro IIpesupenTcTBa yecTBOBaTh bora oma Bceit
ceMbell, 0TMeYasd STOT BaXHENIINII PA3IHUK.
Hymaro, cemeiinoe noknoHenne bory B Iac-
XaJ/IbHYIO IIOPY BBIIIJIO HAa HOBBIN ypOBeHb. [IBa
rofia Hasafi g TOBOPWJI O pellleHN) Hallleil CeMbU
HaiiTy 60/Iee BO3BBIIICHHbIE CIIOCOOBI YTUTD
ITacxy. IIpmsHatoch, mpolecc ele He 3aBepIIEH.
Hawm Bcerna HpaBuics oco6siit o6ep B ITacxanp-
HOe BOCKpeceHbe, [lacxabHble KOP3MHKA U
UTPBI Ha MTOMCK AL, X MBI IO CUX IIOp BCE 3TO
nposoayuM. OfHaKo Hallle YeCTBOBaHMe 3TUX
HAVCBATENIINX COOBITUI JOCTUIIIO 3aMeYa-
TENIbHOTO 6ajlaHca, KOorjja Mbl HAMEPEHHO I1071-
KpeIIN eTo JyXOBHBIM M3MepeHMEeM, B LIeHTpe
KoToporo - VMucyc Xpucroc u Ero Vickynnenne.
B 3TOM rogy Mbl IpefIpuMeM TPeThIO
IIOIBITKY OOJIbIIIe COCPEOTOYNTLCS Ha XpucTe
B ITacxanpnayro nopy. Kak u B cry4ae ¢ Poxpe-
CTBEHCKOIT ucTopueil, Hama [JacxanbHas ciieHKa
BK/II0OYaeT He3aMbICTIOBAaTble KOCTIOMBI, UT€HIE
oTpbiBKOB 113 Hosoro 3aserta n Kuuru Mopmo-
Ha, My3bIKY, [TacxanbHble 13006pa>keHMs, aIb-
MOBBIE BETBU U, €C/IN Y>K OBITh COBCEM YECTHBIM,
HEMHOTO Xaoca. JleTu ¥ BHYKM 4MTAIOT U Ilepe-
CKa3BIBAIOT XBa/IeOHbIE BO3I/IACH, 3By4aBIIIVe
B Bep6Hoe Bockpecenbe: «OcanHa... biaro-
cnoseH Ipagymuit Bo nma Tociogne! Ocanna
B BbIIHKX! 1 «Ceit ectb Mucyc... u3 Hazapera
Tanuneiickoro», 1 3TO 3By4NUT He MeHee aKTy-
aJIbHO, 4eM (pasa «Ha 3eMJ/Ie MUP, B YeTIOBEKax
6maroBosieHre»B PoXxiecTBEHCKYIO TIOPY.
Ceifyac Mbl C pajIoCTbIO UCIIOTb3yeM CaMble
pasHble fekoparuu. [IpexxHuit Habop, coCTOsB-
NI TOYTHU CIUIOLIB U3 KponuKoB 1 [Tacxans-
HBIX W11, TeTlepb pa36aByieH N300paKeHNAMY
CTaTyuXpUCTOCHU ITyCTON IPOOHNIIBI, SIB/ICHUS
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the Savior’s appearance to the Nephites. We are
also striving to make Easter a season rather than
just a day. We are trying to be more conversant,
thoughtful, and celebratory of Palm Sunday and
Good Friday and of the sacred events that took
place during all of Holy Week.

Easter allows us to honor both the atoning
sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the literal and joyous
Resurrection of Him. Our hearts are heavy as we
imagine the Savior’s suffering in the garden and
upon Calvary, but our hearts rejoice as we en-
vision the empty tomb and the heavenly decree
“He is risen!”

A Literal Resurrection

Recent First Presidency encouragement to
look “forward to Easter and the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ—the most glorious of all messages
to mankind”highlights the magnitude of this
season. While there appears to be a growing
trend among various Christian theologians to
view the Resurrection in figurative and symbolic
terms, we affirm our doctrine that “the Resurrec-
tion means that all who have ever lived will be
resurrected, and the Resurrection is literal”“For
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive”Jesus Christ broke the bands of death
for every living soul.

We truly stand all amazed at the grace Jesus
offers us.We embrace His words that “greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends”

C. S. Lewis stated that “to preach Christian-
ity meant [to the Apostles] primarily to preach
the Resurrection. ... The Resurrection is the cen-
tral theme in every Christian sermon reported in
the Acts. The Resurrection, and its consequences,
were the ‘gospel’ or good news which the Chris-
tians brought”

I proclaim that “there is a resurrection, ...
the grave hath no victory, and the sting of death
is swallowed up in Christ”

Conclusion and Testimony

In conclusion, I testify that all who accept
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Bockpecurero Crnacutesns B caffy y rpoOHUIIbI
u asnenusa Criacurerns Hepuiinam. Mbl Takxke
cTpemuMcs cfenarh Ilacxy He mpocTo npasg-
HUKOM OJTHOTO JIHsI, a 0c0001t Topoit. Mbr
cTapaeMcs 60onblire 00Cy>XIaTh, OCMBIC/IVIBATD I
orMevaTh BepOHOe BockpeceHbe 11 CTpacTHYIO
ILITHUILY, @ TAKOKe CBSIEHHbIe COOBITHS, TIPOY-
3omrepe Bo BpeMsa CTpacTHOI Hefle/n.
[Tacxa mo3BoIsieT HaM YTUTD KaK MCKYIIN-
TeNbHYI0 XepTBY Vucyca Xpucra, Tak u 6yk-
Ba/IbHOE U IIpUHOcAIee pagocTb Ero Bockpe-
cenne. C TSKeBIM CepALleM MBI IIpefCTaBIsieM
cebe ctpaganna Cnacurensd B cagy u Ha [orn-
rode, HO 9TH Ke CepALla HAIIONHAITCA Pafio-
CTDBIO, KOT/]a MBI MBIC/ICHHO BY/JVIM OIIYCTEBIIYIO
rpo6Huny u cnbimmm HebecHyro BecTb: «OH
BOCKpec!»

bykBanbHoe BockpeceHune

Benmyue ITacxanbHOI OPBI TOJYEPKUBAET
HeplaBHMIT Ipu3bIB [lepBoro IIpesnmeHTcTBa «C
HeTepIieHueM oxupaTh [Tacxm n Bockpecenns
Mucyca Xpucra — caMoro c1aBHOTO 13 BCeX
IIOCTTaHMIT, 0OpAIl[eHHBIX K YelI0BEYeCTBY». XOTsA
CpeiVt MHOTVIX XPUCTHAHCKMX 60TOC/IOBOB Ha-
OmroffaeTCA BO3pacTalolas TeH/EHIA paccMa-
TpuBaTh BockpeceHne kak MeTadopy 1 CUMBOJL,
MBI IOAITBEP>KjaeM CBoe ydeHue: «Bockpece-
HIe O3HAYaeT, YTO BCe, KTO KOT/a-mmbo XX,
BOCKPECHYT, 11 3T0 BockpeceHue 6YKBaIbHO».
«M60... Kak B AlaMe Bce yMUPAIOT, TaK BO Xpu-
CTe Bce OXKUBYT». Vncyc XpucToc pa3opBar y3bl
CMEPTU I KaXKIO0V JYLIN >KMBOIL.

[ToncTuHe, cTOUM, U3yM/IEHHBIE TI0OOBUIO
boxxneit. Ml mpuauMaeM Ero cioBa o ToM, 4TO
«HeT 6o7IblIIe TOJI TF00BY, KaK eC/i KTO MO/IO0-
JKUT IYIY CBOIO 32 JIPY3€il CBOMX».

K. C. JIpronc mucat, 9To «[mis AIocTonos]
IPOIOBEOBATh XPUCTUAHCTBO — IJIABHBIM 00pa-
30M O3Hayajlo NPOIOBeoBaTh Bockpecenue. ..
BockpeceHne CIIy>KUT LJeHTPaIbHOM TeMOI
KaK/I0J1 XPUCTUAHCKOI IIPOIIOBENY, O KOTOPOI
rosoputcsa B Kuure [lesnns. Bockpecenue u ero
IIOC/IENCTBYA U ObUIM ‘€BaHTeneM, VI O1aroii
BECTbI0, KOTOPYIO HECIM XPUCTHAHE».

Sl mpoBo3sramalo, 4To «eCThb BOCKpeceHue, a
IIOTOMY MOTJJIa He ¥IMeeT MOOe/Ibl 1 5Kalo cMep-
TH TIOIJIOLIEHO BO XpUCTe».

3aKJIo4eHne 1 CBMOETENBCTBO

B 3axmrouenue g CBNETEIbCTBYIO, YTO BCE
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the invitations from our living prophet and his
counselors to more intentionally commemorate
the holy events that Easter represents will find
that their bond with Jesus Christ grows ever
stronger.

Just days ago, I learned about a grandmother
who rehearsed the Easter story with her four-
year-old grandson by using simple replicas of the
tomb, the stone that covered the sepulchre, Jesus,
Mary, the disciples, and the angel. The little boy
watched and listened intently as his grandma
shared the burial, closing and opening of the
tomb, and the garden scene of the Resurrection.
He later carefully repeated the story in surpris-
ing detail to his parents as he moved the figures
about himself. Following this sweet moment,
he was asked if he knew why we have Easter.

The boy looked up and with childlike reasoning
answered, “Cuz Him’s alive”

I add my testimony to his—and to yours and
to that of angels and prophets—that He is risen
and that He lives, of which I testify in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

Page7 — Not an official publication

IpUHSABIINE IIPYUIJIAlIeH)e HAIIeTO KUBYIIEro
[Tpopoka u ero COBETHUKOB 60/1ee 0CO3HAHHO
YeCTBOBATb CBSIThIE COOBITHUS, KOTOPbIE CUMBO-
mmsupyert Ilacxa, oOHapy»ar, YTO UX CBA3b C
Mucycom XpucToM CTaHOBUTCS BCe Kperye.

Bcero HeckobKO JHeN Hasaf 5 y3HaI 00
ofiHOII 6abyIlKe, KOTOpasi paccKasazna CBOEMY
JeTbIpexjeTHeMy BHYKY IlacxanbHyio uctopuio,
TII0Ka3aB IPOCThbIe GUTYPKY TPOOHMIIBI, KAMHS,
KOTOPBIII 3aKpbIBa/I BXOJ, B Hee, a Takxke Vucyca,
Mapun, yaeHUKOB 1 AHTe/la. BHyK BHMMaTe/b-
HO Ha0/IIofas 1 CTyLIa pacckas 6abyukm o
norpeOeHnn, 3aKPbITUN ¥ OTKPBITUM TPOOHUIIBI
U O ClleHe B cafly nocnie Bockpecenus. Ilosn-
Hee OH TOYHO IlepecKasa 3Ty UCTOPUIO CBOMM
POINTENAM, IOAKPENNB €€ YAUBUTE/IbHbBIMU
MOAPOOHOCTSMM U CAMOCTOSTENTBHO TIepeIBUTAs
¢urypxu. [Toce sTOro cBeTI0r0 MOMEHTa €r0
CIIPOCHIN, 3HAET /1M OH, II0YeMY MBI IIPas3fHy-
eM ITacxy. Manp4mK MOfgHAN I71asa U C JeTCKOM
paccyInTeNnbHOCTEI0 OTBeTHI: «IloToMy yTo OH
JKUB».

S mopKpenisiIo CBOMM CBUJIETENBCTBOM €T0
U Ballle CBUJETENHCTBO, a TAKXKE CBUIETETbCTBO
Anrenos 1 IIpopokos o ToM, 4T0 OH BOCKpec
1 OH xuB. O6 3TOM 5 CBUJIETETIBCTBYIO BO M
Mucyca Xpucra, aMuHb.
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