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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
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Ha Hebecax padywomcs 3a mex, Kmo 6036pauja-
emcs. Euje He n030HO 6epHYmMbCA.

MBI KOTAa-TO YKUIN B TOME, OKPY>KeH-

HOM Be/IMYeCTBEHHBbIMHU JiepeBbAMU. Pagom co
BXOJJOM poc/a mpekpacHas uBa. Ho k coxare-
HIO, OTHK/IBI HOYBIO HajIeTeNa CYIbHas Oyps
U ToBasuIa Hamy uBy. OHa /ie)kasna Ha 3eMIle,
BBIPBaHHAs C KOPHAMI; 9TO OBUIO yApydaloljee
3penuie.

51 6b111 y>ke TOTOB B3ATb O€H30MUITY U PacIIn-
JINTD IepeBO Ha IPOBa, HO TYT IpuOeXa cocef,
IIBITABIINIICS MEeHS OCTaHOBUTh. OH oTUMTasN
MeHsI 3a TO, YTO s TaK OBICTPO CHAAJCS, U Peln-
Te/IbHO NpyM3Bal Hac He MUIuTh UBY. OH yKa3an
Ha YacTb KOPHs, KOTOPas 10 CUX IOP HAXOAM-
7Iach B 3eMJIe, U CKa3aJI, YTO eC/IU MBI IO0IIpeM
IepeBo, OTPeXXeM Y HeTO BeTB) U CTAaHEM €ro
YREOOPSATH, TO KOPHM BHOBb HabepyT CUITY.

5] oTHeccsa KO BceMy 9TOMY CKENITUYEeCKI
U He TIOHMMAJI, KaK yIIaBlllee epeBO MOXKeT
BEpHYTbCA K )XM3HU. S mofyMat, 4To faxke ecnn
OHO VI HAYHET CHOBA PACTH, TO B TIOOOM CIydae
He IlepeXXnBeT cepyomyo oypio. Ho Buns Bepy
HaIIIETo cocefja B TO, YTO Y 3TOTO JiepeBa eCTh
Oyzy1iee, MbI Ha4a/IM [Ie/iICTBOBATD II0 IIAHY.

W 4aro B pesynbrare nomyunnock? Yepes
KaKoe-TO BpeMs Mbl YBUJeY IPU3HAKM XKI3HA
- IepeBo Hadajio yKopeHATbceA. Certyac, 12 et
CIIYCTS, IepeBO XXUBET, 3 paBCTBYeT I MIPOIIBe-
TaeT — Y HeTO CU/IbHbIE KOPHU, U1 OHO yKpalllaeT
OKPY>KaIOLMII ITeM3aXK, KaK U Ipex/[e.

O61mascp co CBATBHIMM 110 BCeMY MUPY, A
4acTO BCIIOMIHAIO 3Ty UBY U BIDKY, YTO HaJeXXa
€CTb JlJaXKe TOIZA, KOT/la KaXKeTcs, UTO BCe MPo-
mano. Y KOro-To paHbliie ObIJIO CBU/IETENBCTBO O
EBanrenuu — oHO 6BUTIO KPETKMM U HATIOTTHEH-
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reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
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HBIM >KJM3HDBIO KaK 3Ta MBa. 3aTeM II0 pa3/IM4HbIM
IpUYMHAM — Y K&KJOTO OHM CBOM — 3TO CBUJIe-
TEbCTBO 0CIA0TI0, U Ye/TOBEK IOTePsI Bepy. A
KTO-TO Ceifyac lep>KITCA Ha BOJIOCKE — Y HUX B
EBaHrenbckyio NOYBY yXOANUT INIIb TOHEHbKIIA
KOPEIIOK.

V Mexxry TeM MeH: pa3 3a pa3oM BJIOXHOB-
JISIIOT MHOTOUVC/ICHHBIE ICTOPUY TeX, KTO pe-
I/ BHOBD HAYaTh MATY 110 Iy TY YYEHNIeCTBa
U BEpHYTbCA K cebe omoit B LlepkoBb. OHM He
OTKAa3a/INCh OT CBOEIL Bepbl U He CTa/I IVIJIUTD
ee Ha J[poBa, HO OTK/IMKHY/INCh Ha IYXOBHbIE
NOOY>KeHN A 1 VICIOTHEeHHBIe TI00BMY IIpyUI/Ialle-
HUA BEPHYTHCS.

S mpucyTcTBOBaN Ha KOHpepeHINN Koa B
IOxno11 Kopee, rime BepHYBIIMIICA K aKTMBHOCTHI
ujieH lepkBu ckasan: «brarogapio 6parbes 3a
X TOTOBHOCTD IIPMHSATDH MO€ HeBeple Y MO0
cmaboCTh, 3a TO, YTO OHM IPOTATMBA/IN MHE
PYKu oMoy, u 61aropapio 4ieHoB llepksu,
KOTOpBIe BCEITa MPOSBILAIN KO MHE TOOpOTY.
MeHs# 10 cUX IOp OKpPY>KaeT MHOXECTBO JIpy3eli,
KOTOpbIe MeHee aKTUBHBI B LlepkBu. 10 3a6aB-
HO, HO OHJ) COBETYIOT APYT APYTY BEPHYTbCA B
IlepkoBb, 4TOOBI BOCKPECUTD CBOIO Bepy. [ly-
MaIo, 4TO BCe OHVDKXKIYT 00pecTy Bepy».

O6parraoch K TeM, KTO XaXzIeT 00pecTn
Bepy: MBI IIpUIIallIaeM Bac BepHyThcs. Oberalo,
YTO Ballla Bepa MOXXeT YKPENINTbCs, €CIM BB
CHOBA HauHeTe IIOKJIOHATLCA bory BmecTe co
CBATBIMIL.

BriBunmit MyuccuoHep 13 AGpuky Hammcan
MJICbMO OJHOMY VI3 BBICIINX PYKOBOAUTENEN
Hepxsu. OH U3BUHAJICA Y IPOCUJI IPOLIEHN 32
TO, 4TO OBIT OCKOPOJIEH €ro YUeHMAMM, CBSI3aH-
HBIMIU C OIIpefie/IeHHON KY/IbTYPHOI TpafnIin-
ell, BceicTBIe uero oH yuien n3 Llepksu. Ox
cMUpeHHO ckasain: «K coxanennio, 15 neT Hasap
51 OCKOpOWJICA VI IPUHSATI BCe Ha CBOJI CYeT, 1 32
3TO MHe IIPUIIJIOCH 3aIJIATUTh OY€HDb BHICOKYIO
1ieHy. ] morepsn o4eHb MHOTO— OOJIbIIIE, YeM
MOXXHO cebe IIpefiCTaBUTh. MHe Ype3BhIYaiiHO
CTBIIHO 3a TOT Bpef], KOTOPBIII s IPMHEC TIOfM,
HO caMoe IVIaBHOE — KaK >Ke A pajl, YTO Halllesl
IyTb Hasaf!»

Bcex, kto nons1, uroll morepsi, Mbl Ipu-
I/IalllaeM BEPHYTbCS, YTOOBI BBI CHOBA MOIJIN
BKYCUTDb pPajjOCTHBIE ITofibl EBaHTe/mns.

Opna cectpa us CIIIA mMHOro €T He XoAUIa
B IIepKOBb. Ee CTOpys BO3BpaleHNs COREPKUT
MOIIIHBIE YPOKI /I pOUTENeN M YIEHOB CeMbI,
KOTOpBIe TOPIOIOT 32 OTOLIEAIINX OT BePbI O/113-
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who step away. She wrote:

“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.

“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
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KIX. BoT 4TO OHa Hammcana:

«5] Morya GBI IepPeUYNCIUTD THICAYY HPUUNH,
noyemy s orouria ot Llepksu, or EBanrenns u,
B KaKOM-TO CMBICTIe, OT CBOeil ceMby. Ho oHn
He MMeIoT 3HaueHns. He 6bU10 Takoro, 4ro s
IPUHAIA OFHO pafyKalbHOE pelleHne YITH
u3 LlepkBy) — CKOpee BCero, s IPUHsIIA ThICAIN
MaseHbKux pemreHuit. Ho s Bcerga sHama to, 4To
MOV POZLMTENV IIPUHSIIN OFHO pajiiKaIbHOe pe-
IIeHYe VI IOCTOSIHHO ero NpupepKuBamucb. OHn
IIPUHSIN pellleHNe TI00UTh MEeHA.

MHe HeBeOMO, CKOIBKO OBIIO IIPOIUTO
C/1€3, CKONIBKO ObIJIO 6€CCOHHBIX HOYEl, CKOIBKO
AyLIepasAupaIONIVX CJIOB OBIIO IPOM3HECEHO
3a MeHs B MonuTBax.OHY He OOBVHS/IN MeHS B
rpexax; OHM ITIOMOTa/IN MHe, HeCMOTPsI Ha MO
rpexy. OHM He IlepecTasy NPUHIMATh MEHA B
CBOEM JIOMe U He IlepecTaa IpUIIalIaTh Ha ce-
MejiHbIe COOpaHMs; 51 XKe caMa B cebe ofiIepKI-
BajIa CBOM HEraTMBHBIE YYBCTBA. A OHMU IIPOJOTI-
Kam MeHA npuHuMaTb. OHM BUZeNN, Kak Moil
CBET CO BpeMeHeM CTaHOBUTCS BCe TYCKJIee I
Tycknee. OfHAKO OHM 3HAJIN, YTO Ta, KeM s OblIa
paHbllle — 3TO BCETO JINIIb TeHb TOTO, KM MHe
IPENCTOUT CTATh.

Mot myTh BO3BpaleHs ObII HEIPOCTBIM,
TOYHO TaK XKe KaK I MOJ ITyTb oTxofa oT Llepk-
Bu. Ho offHO 6BII0 HECOMHEHHO: KOT/ja 51 BO3Bpa-
1I1a71ach, TO YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BO3BPAILAIOCDH K
cebe TOMOI], Tie MeHs XAYT».

Moe ceropHsIIHee IOC/IaHNE B IEPBYIO
o4epesib 0OpaleHO KO BCeM, KTO OffHaXK/IbI IIO-
qyBCTBOBaJI BMssHMe JlyXa, HO Telepb He 3HaeT,
CYIIeCTBYeT /iU IIyThb Ha3aJ, 1 HallfeTCs /N JJIs
Bac MecTo B BoccTaHOBIeHHOI Llepksu Mucyca
Xpucra. OHO TaKxxe 00paleHO KO BCeM, KTO
ellBa Tep>KNUTCS M 9yBCTBYET MCKYIIeHJe OTOTH.

51 mpenopHOLTY CBOE IOC/IaHMe He B popMe
BBI30Ba I He B (hopMe OCyX/leHns. DTO IpUI/Ia-
IIeHNe, 1 1 [e/Ial0 €T0 C TI000BBIO 1 C ICKPEeH-
HUM KeJlaHJeM BHOBD YBU/IETb Bac B HallleM
IYXOBHOM JIOME.

51 Mmonmcs 0 TOM, 9TOOBI BBI TIOYYBCTBO-
Ba/M CBUAeTeNbCTBO OoT CBATOro Jlyxa ceityac,
KOIZIa BBI CJIBIIINTE STO VICIIOJTHEHHOE JII00BY
IpUITIAlIeHNe U BeT4eCTBeHHOe ofeljanye oT
Hamrero Crnacurens, Vucyca Xpucra:

«He BepHéTech nu BBl Tenepb kKo MHe,u He
TIIOKaeTeCh /I B BAIllVIX IPeXax,u He 0OpaTuTech
i, 7absl S Mor ucLenuTh Bact»

Kaxxpyto Hefielo MHOTMe OTK/IMKAIOTCS
Ha npurnamenye CracuTerns, BO3BpaIasach K
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and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary

to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?

The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”
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YUeHNUYEeCTBY ¥ K aKTUBHOCTH B LlepkBu — oHI
TUXO U CMUPEHHO CTPeMATCS MOTYIUTb TO JIC-
Iie7ieHNe, KoTopoe oberraeT faposars Mucyc. I,
BOIIPEKM pacIpOCTpaHsAeMbIM UHOTTA CIyXaM,
PEKOpIHOE YNMC/IO HALIVX MOJIOABIX TIOfiell IIpe-
HOYNTAIOT OCTABATbCSA CUIbHBIMU 1 YKPEIIATD
cBoto Bepy B Mucyca Xpucra.

Korpma HekoTopble 13 mocnegosarenei Vncy-
ca B Kanepnayme counu Ero yuenne TpygHbIM 1
pewmnn yiitu, OH noBepHynca k CBouM Amno-
cTonam u crpocut: «He XoTuTe i 11 BbI OTOI-
TH?»

V1 Ha 5TOT BOIIPOC KaXKADIN 13 HAaC JOIDKEH
OTBETUTD, KOI[ja HACTYIIaeT BpeMs IPOITH
nposepKy. [lerp orBeTnn Mucycy 6eccmepTHBI-
Mmu cnosamu: «locopn! k komy Ham npgTN? Tol
VIMeeIIb I/Iar0/Ibl BEYHO XKI3HI».

Korpa BbI OyzieTe pasMBIIUIATD O IIPUITIALIe-
Huu Criacuterns BepHyThcs k Hemy, mogymarite
0 TOM, 4eMY MOKHO Hay4MTbCs U3 UCTOPUM IIPO
UBY.

BosBpamaTbcs Ha3aj 9acTo ObIBAeT HEIETKO
1 HeKOM(OPTHO, HO OHO Toro ctoluT. Korga mbr
CHOBA IIOCAAV/IM HAIly UBY, Y Hee ObIIN ObIIn
oOpe3aHBbl BCe BETBU. BBIITIA/IeIa OHa HEBAXKHO.
MbI TOXXE MOYKEM YYBCTBOBATb CeOs YS3BUMBI-
MU, KOTZIa OCTaB/IsIeM IIpeXXKHMe Iy T U U306aB-
nsieMcs oT ropabiau. Ecn BBl cocpeoTounTe
cBo1o Bepy Ha VMucyce Xpucre u Ero EBanrenun
— CTBOJIE ¥ KOPHSX, — 9TO IPMAACT BaM HafIe>K bl
U MY>KeCTBa CJie/IaTh IIepBblil AT Ha3a/,.

Haureit nBe moTpe60BanoCch MHOTO JI€T
Ha TO, YTOOBI BEPHYTb cebe MPeXXHIO0 CUITY
u Kpacory. Terepb oHa cTasa ellje CWIbHee I
KpacuBee, 4eM paHbllle. Bbl To>xe IposIBIIAI-

Te TepIleHNe, BU/S, KaK pacTyT Ballla Bepa I
CBUJIETENbCTBO. DTO B TOM UNC/Ie O3HAYAET He
00VDKaTbCs, KOTIa BaM, He II0f[yMaB, OpOcaroT:
«I'me TBI OBIT MM OBLIA BCE ATV TORBI?»

VIBa He BbDKWIA ObI 6€3 TIOCTOSTHHOT 3a60THI
U nuTaHuA. Bel 6yeTe YKpeIraTh CBOIO Bepy U
CBUJIETENbCTBO, HACBIIIASACDH [[yXOBHO Y IPUYACT-
HOTO CTOJ/Ia KQXKAYIO HEZleTIo U CITy>Ka B JoMe
Tocmopa.

[Topo6HO TOMY, Kak UBe Hy>XeH ObLI CON-
HEYHBI CBET, YTOOBI ee BETBM U INCTbs CHOBA
BBIPOC/IN, Ballle CBUETE/IbCTBO TAKXKe BBIPACTET,
€C/IU BBI IIPOSABUTE YYTKOCTD K MTOOYK/IeHNAM
u cByuieTenbcTBY CBATOrO Jlyxa. Yunrech Ha
npuMepe AMy/IeKa, KOTOPbIJ TaK/MI CTIOBAMI
TOBOPWJI O BpeMeHM, KOTZIa OH OBbIT MeHee aK-
TUBHBIM WieHOM [lepkBu: «S1... 6bUI IpU3bIBaeM
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My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to you.lt is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you
home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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MHOTO Pa3, HO He XOTeJl CIbIIIATD».

Mol cocep 3HasI, 9TO PyXHYBIIas MBa CHOBA
MOXeT pacysecTn. [ocriofb ToXe 3HaeT Ball
Bo>xecTBeHHBII TOTEHIMA U 3HAET, BO 4TO
MOTYT BbIPACT! Ballly Bepa 1 CBUIETENIbCTBO.
OHn HMKOIZIa He IIepecTaeT B Bac Beputhb. Yepes
Wckynnenne, copepuienHoe Mucycom Xpucrom,
BCe, YTO CJIOMaHO, MOYKHO VCIIPaBUTD, IOYMHUTD
U VICLIETTUTb.

A cBupeTenpcTByI0, uTo Ha Hebecax pany-
I0TCA 3a TeX, KTO BO3BpaltaeTcsa. Bol HaM HyX-
HBI, ¥ MBI Bac MOOMM. £ CBUIeTeIbCTBYIO, YTO
Nucyc Xpucroc — Ham Cracurens, 1 4To OH
671aTOCTIOB/IAET BCEX TeX, KTO BO3BPAIjaeTCs K
Hemy, 60Mnpumm nokoem u pagoctsio. Ero pykn
MUJIOCTU He CKpeIlleHbl, 2 OTKPBITHI ¥ IPOTAHY-
TBI K BaM. Enrie He mo3iHO BepHyThCA. C mo6o-
BbIO B Cep/ilie Mbl IPUITIAllIaeM Bac BEPHYTbCA
momoit. Bo nma Mucyca Xpucra, aM1Hb.
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