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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
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A ceudemenvcmeyto, 4mo Manviuiu, 0emu U mMo-
nodexcv — 06pasvt Llapcmea boxveeo, npousema-
rouiee0 Ha 3emne 80 6cell e2o cune U Kkpacome.

ITocnemuuii rop 3eMHoI >xusHu Vncyc
HayaJl C TOTO, YTO CTaI ellle O0jiee MHTEHCUBHO
o6yudarb CBoux Anocronos. Ecu Ero mocrna-
Hyio 1 Ero IlepkBu ObIIO CY>KIE€HO NepeXNTh
Ero, mpenicTosno eme MHOTOE ¢ CUITOT BIOXXUTD
B CepAilia ABEHA ATy CaMbIX OOBIYHBIX MY>KUVH,
KOTOpbIe OblTN 3HaKOMBI ¢ HuM efiBa nu fonbiiie
IBYX JIET.

Opnaxps! Mucyc cran cBupereneM cropa
cpenu [IBeHapuatu u nosgHee cupocut: «O
9eM... BBl PACCY>KIa MeX/y co6010?»IBHO
CMYTUBIINCD, OHY, KaK CKa3aHO B IIOBECTBO-
BaHNH, «[Tpo]mMomdanu». OTHAKO 9TOT BeNN-
YallIuil U3 BCEX yYMUTENel IPOHMK B MBICIU UX
cepzeLy YIOBIUI IepBble IPOOIeCcKN TNIHOI
ropabiay. IlosTomy OH, «IIpU3BaB AUTA. ..

CKas3ajl: MICTMHHO TOBOPIO BaM, €C/IM He
obpaTuTech 1 He OyfeTe KaK JleT!, He BOiiieTe B
ITapctBo HebecHoe;

VTak, KTO yManurcs, Kak 3To JUTS, TOT U
6onpiie B [JapctBe HebecHoM».

CrepyeT OTMETUTD, YTO ellje 0 POXKAEHNA
Xpucra napp BeHnamuH B cBoeit IpoIanTbHON
IIPOTIOBEM OCTABWI ITTyOOKOMBICTIEHHO® BbI-
CKasbIBaHMe O cMUpeHnn pebenka. Tam cka3aHo:
«ITnoTckmit 4enosek ectb Bpar bory... n OyzeT
BO BEKM BEKOB, €C/IM He... CTAHET CBATBIM Yepe3
Wckynnenne Xpucta-lTocmona, 1 He cTaHeT Kak
OUTS: TOKOPHBIM. .. CMMPEHHBIM. .. TOJTHBIM
MIOOBM... COBCEM KaK IUTS [0TBeYaeT] cBoeMy
OTLLY».

KonewHo, cymiecTByeT 1 IBHO MH(AHTIUIb-
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nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
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HBIIT 00pa3 MBIC/IEN, KOTOPbIII MBIHETIOOI[PSIEM.
JBagnarh IATH €T Ha3af MOJ BHYK, KOTOPOMY
TOTZIa OBUIO TPY IOja, YKYCUII 32 PYKY CBOIO
IATUIETHIO CeCTpy. Mol 34Tb, KOTOPBIN B TOT
Beyep NMPUCMATPUBAJI 32 HeTbMU, CYJOPOKHO
IIpeTofasl CBOeN Jouepu Cpasy Bce YPOKU O
IpOIIeHNY, KaK/ie CMOT BCTIOMHUTD, 3aBEPLINB
yTBEpKAEHMEM O TOM, YTO ee MJIaJIIINii OpaTui-
Ka, HaBepHOe, laXKe U He IIPeJCTaB/IsIeT, KAKOBO
3TO, KOTZia Te0s KycaloT 3a pyKy. DTOT Heobxy-
MAaHHBI OTLIOBCKMII KOMMEHTApUII OCTaBaJICA
yOennTeTbHbBIM IPUMEPHO MUHYTY, OT CUJIBI —
HOJITOPBI, @ 3aTeM M3 IeTCKOJ KOMHATBI pas-
JaJICs TaKOJ OTYAsIHHBIN BOIUIb, YTO @)K CTEK/IA
3ampebesani. «A BOT Terepb — IPeICTABIsET,
— CIIOKOJIHO 3asBM/Ia BHYYKA.

Tak 4TO ke HaM CJIeflyeT 3aMevarsb B 0OPoO-
IeTeNsAX XKM3HY JleTcKoit muryu? Yo mobyamno
Camoro Xpucra Ipocne3uTbCs B 3TOI caMoil
TporaTe/IbHOII clieHe Bo Bcell Kunure Mopmo-
Ha? Yemy Vucyc obyuan Hapos, Korzia Ipu3Basl
oronb ¢ Hebec n AHrenoB Ha 3alIIUTY 9TUX
IeTell, TIOBeieB B3POC/IBIM «IIOCMOTpP[eTh] Ha
CBOMX MaJIbIX»?

MblI He 3HaeM, KaKUMM OBV MOTVBBI BCETO
3TOT0, HO CMEI0 TIPEeJIIONIOKNUTD, YTO 9TO KaK-

TO CBSI3aHO C UX YMCTOTOI ¥ HEBMHHOCTDIO,
UX BPOXX/IEHHBIM CMMPEHUEM U TeM, YTO 9TU
Ka4ueCTBAMOTYTIIPMHECTY B HAIIY KU3Hb, €CIII
MBI cOepexeM UX.

OrTuero ke JHU HaIlleTO OTYasHYA ObUIN
Ha3BaHbI «cyeT[oit] cyeT»?Ilouemy obimpHOe u
IIPOCTOPHOE, IYXOBHO MEPTBOE 3[jaHIE B BIJe-
HyM Jlerus onmcaHo CI0BaMy «TIeTHbIE BOOO-
Pa’KeHNA ¥ TOPABIHA JleTell Ye/IOBeYeCKUX» A
30paMMIIIIBL, TPYIIIIA JII0fiell, KOTOpble MOJIVIIUCD
C TaKIM CaMOZIOBO/IbCTBOM? BOT UTO 0 HUX
Hamucan Anma: «O Boxxe, oun [Monarcs] Tebe
CBOMMIU YCTaMM, HO IIPY 9TOM IIPeBO3HOCATCA. ..
IO BEeMMYNA CYeTHBIMM Jie/IaMy MIPa».

Hanpotus, HaiigeTcs mu 4To-TO OONTee
CITaZlOCTHOE, H0JIee YycToe nin Oojee CMUpPeH-
HOe, ueM MoJIstInitcs pebeHok? s Hero mobas
KoMHara craHoBuTcs Hebecamu, bor u Xpuctoc
COBEpIIEHHO PeasibHbL, a BOT JJIA APYTUX JIIOfei
TI0/Ty4aeMbli1 OIIBIT ITO3/[HEe MOXKET CTaTh Ootee
IIOBEPXHOCTHBIM.

ITpumepHo 60 net Ha3ap cTapermnHa Pu-
yapp JI. OBaHc mpuBen ofHy quTaty: «MHOrMe
13 HaC BBICTABJIAIOT ce0s XpUCTUAHAMY, U IIPU
3TOM MBI... OTHOCUMCH KO [XpucTy| He oueHb
cepbesHo... MbI yBakaeM Ero, HO He cremyeM 3a
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admire Him, but we don’t worship Him”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.
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Hwum... Mb1 uutupyem Ero BbicKa3biBaHMA, HO
He )KMBeM 1o HuM». « MbI Bocxuiraemcs VM, HO
He MTOK/IOHAeMcsA EMy».

Hackombko 6B CMIBHO M3MEHW/IACh XKVU3Hb,
ecu 61 Mup LeHu1 Vucyca Bblllle, 4eM IIPOCTO
UM, KOTOPBIM MOYKHO BpeMsA OT BpeMeHM pa3-
0aB/IATD PyraTe/NbCTBA.

A BoT petu peiicTBuTenbHO Ero mobr, n
3Ta I00OBb MOXKET IEPEXOANTD B APYTHE VX
OTHOIIEHN Ha UTPOBOII IIOIIafKe >X3HU. Kak
IpaBUJIO, JakKe B CAaMOM IOHOM BO3pacTe JIeTH C
TaKO¥ MPOCTOTON TIOOAT, C TAKOJ TOTOBHOCTBIO
IPOIIAIOT, C TAKOJ paJlOCTbI0 CMEIOTCS, YTO TAaeT
TaXKe caMoe XOJIOTHOe VI 0’KeCTOUEHHOe CeppLie.

YT0 X, CIMCOK MO>KHO IIPOJO/DKATD U
manbuie. Hemopounocts. [loBepue. My>kecTBo.
XapakTep.

BMmecTe co MHOII TOpagyiiTeCh CMUPEHNIO
nepen borom, koTopoe mpoABUI OfMH MO
IOHBIN ¥ OYE€Hb JOPOTOI IPYT.

5 auBaps 2025 rofa, 91 fneHb Hasaf, VicTony
Happuny I>xommm 66110 fapoBano CBAILIEHCTBO
AapoHOBO, 11 OH OBUI TOCBALIEH B YMH AbSIKOHA
B lepxsu VMncyca Xpucra CBATHIX IOCTEIHNUX
JTHEIA.

CkombKo VIcTOH ce6s1 TOMHWII, OH BCerga
BCeM ceppleM Keflal pa3HOCUTh NpuvacTue Be-
yepu Tocriogueri. Ho 3Ty cBAleHHYI0O BO3MOX-
HOCTb COIIPOBOXKJJAN CTPaX, OT KOTOPOTO BCe
XOJIOfIe7I0 BHYTPU — OH He CIIPAaBUTCH, OH yIaJeT,
HaJ HUM OyIYT CMesIThCA VI XKe OH OIIO30PUT-
Cs1 caM ¥ IOCPAaMMUT CEMBIO.

Heno B ToM, uTo y VIcToHa pefkoe 1 oueHb
TsDKeNoe 3a00/eBaHye — BPOXK/IeHHAs MbIIIey-
Has gucTpodus Ynppuxa. OHa IOCTyIaTeNb-

HO HaIOJIHAET ero I0HYIO KU3Hb CTPALIHBIMU
TPYAHOCTSIMY, IIPYU 9TOM pa3OuBas ero Ha/ieXK/bl
U MeuThl Ha Oynymiee. Bckope oH HaBcerja oka-
JKeTCA B MHBaNIUJHOM Kpecre. Ero cembs cra-
paeTcs He 06CY>XKIaTh, YTO €T0 OXIJAET IOC/Ie
3TOrO.

B cnepyoee BockpeceHbe MOC/Ie MOCBALLe-
HuA VICTOHY IIpefCcTOANO BIIepBble PA3HOCUTD
npuyactye. Ero ry6okoit mmdHoi MoTUBaIMeit
ObI/Ia 11e/Ib XOPOILO IIPefCTaBUTb CeOs U CBS-
IIleHHbIe CMBOJIBI ITepe]] OTLOM — €MMCKOIIOM
TOro IpuXxofa. [oTOBACH K BBITIIOTHEHUIO 3TOM
3a/lauy, OH YMOJIA, ¥ MOJIWJL, M IJIaKaJl, ¥ CHOBa
YMOJISAI, TpeOys rapaHTUPOBATh, YTO HUKTO,HM-
KTOHe OyZieT IBITaTbCs eMy IToMo4b. [To MHOTIM
IpUYMHAM, U3BECTHBIM €MY OIHOMY, [I/Is1 HETO
OBIJIO BaYKHO CZIe/IaTh BCe B OVIHOYKY U 6e3
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After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
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IIOCTOPOHHEN ITOMOLIN.

ITocre TOro Kax CBAILEHHUK IIPETIOMUIL I
671ar0CI0BWI X71€6 — CUMBOJI, IPEACTABIIAIO-
LI COKpYLIEHHOE Teslo XPpUCTOBO, — VIcToH ¢
TPYAOM YCTPEMI COOCTBEHHOE COKPYIIEHHOE
TeJI0 K IPMYACTHOMY NofgHocy. OgHaKo 1o/
IPUYACTHOTO 3a/1a OT BO3BBILICHNA, ITie HaX0-
AVJICS CTOJ, OTHENSUIA TPY JOBO/IBHO BBICOKNE
cTyneHbKu. I10aTOMY B35B IOJHOC, OH BBITA-
HYJICS 30 BCEX CIJI ¥ TOCTABWJI €T0 Ha OOPTUK
HaJl TepuIaMi. 3aTeM, OIyCTUBILNCDH HA OFHY
13 BEPXHMX CTYIIEHEK, OH 00eMMy pyKamu
00XBaTIU/I CBOIO IIPaBYIO HOTY U IIOCTABIII €€ Ha
IIepBYIO CTYNeHbKY. IIoTOM OH OATSHY HA TY
Ke CTYIeHbKY CBOIO JIEBYIO HOTY ¥ HACTOIY/BO
IIPOZIOJDKAL O TeX TIOP, II0KA He 3aBepIINI CBOE
IIepCOHATbHOE BOCXOX/IEHNIE Ha 3TOT 9BEPeCT U3
TpeX CTYIEeHeK.

IToToM OH mepeMecTHICA K OIIOpe, fiepKach
32 KOTOPYIO CMOT ITOGHATBCS 1 BCTaThb. OH CHOBa
HaIpaBM/ICA K IOFHOCY. Ellle HECKONbKO I1aroB
— U OH CTOUT IIepef; eNCKOIIOM, CBOMM OTIIOM, Y
KOTOPOTO I10 JIMILY JTBIOTCSI C/Ie3bI U KOTOPBIN efie
CHep)KUBAeTCs, YTOOBI He 3aK/IIOYNTDb B O0BATUA
CBOETO 0e3rpaHNYHO MY>XECTBEHHOTO I BepHO-
ro cblHa. A VICTOH ¢ 06/erdyeHueM 1 IIpOKON
Y/IBIOKOI BIIOJTHE MOT ObI IpousHecTH: «f1 mpo-
CaBWI [OTIIa MOEro] Ha 3eMJIe, COBEpILNII [ieIO,
KOTOpOe [OH] MOPY4MI MHE VCIIO/THUTD.

3mech Bepa, IPeSaHHOCTDb, HEIIOPOYHOCTD,
JIOBepMe, YeCThb I, HAaKOHel], TI000Bb K 9TOMY
0TIy, KOTOPOTO OH TaK CM/IBHO XKeJlaJl Iopajo-
BaTb. DTU U AECATOK APYIUX Ka4eCTB HOOYX/a-
IOTHACTOXe CKa3aTbh: «KTo ymManurTcs, kak aTo
nuts, ToT u 6onbiie B [lapcTBe HebecHom».

Cectpbl, 6paThs 1 Apy3bs, B BEPXHell 4acTu
CIIJICKA CaMBbIX IIPEeKPACHBIX 113 N3BECTHBIX MHe
00pa30B — MaJIBILIN, IETY Y MOJIOJEXb, CTOMD XKe
CO3HaTeJIbHbIE 11 OeClieHHbIe, KaK Te, 0 KOTOPbIX
II7Ia pedb CerofiHs. Sl CBUIeTeNbCTBYIO, YTO OHU
- o6passl LlapcTBa boxxbero, nporserarolero
Ha 3eMJIe BO BCeIl ero Cuie 1 KpacoTe.

B TOM e fiyXe s IPMHOLIY CBOE CBUJIeTe/b-
CTBO O TOM, YTO B I0HOM Bo3pacrte [I>xo3ed Cmut
BUJIEJI TO, O 4eM pacckasaj, 1 obmancs ¢ Temu, ¢
Kewm, 1o ero cnosam, on o6mancs. 5 cBuperens-
CTBYIO, YTO CMUPEHHBIN 1 4ucTbIll Paccen M.
Henbcon - mocBseHHbIN 1 OfapeHHbIN borom
ITpopok u Hocurensb oTkpoBennii. Bcro csoro
JKI3HD 51 MHOTO 9MTAI0, U 5 CBU/IETENbCTBYIO,
y10 KH1ra MopmoHa — caMas 1ojyie3Hasl KHUTa,
KaKyIo s KOIia-1m60 YUTaJI, ¥ 3aMKOBBIl KAMEHb
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and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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MOero CKpoMHoro npe6niBanus B LlapcTse, e
obuTesneil MHOTO. I IPUHOIILY CBUAETENbCTBO

0 TOM, 4TO CBSIIEHCTBO ¥ MOJIMTBA BOCCTAHAB-
NMBAIOT MOIO XXVM3HDb — XPUCTOBO CBALIEHCTBO I
BalllVl MOTIUTBBL. f1 3Ha10, 4TO BCe 3TO — MICTUHA,
Y IIPVHOLIY CBUETETbCTBO 00 3TOM BO MM
CaMOro IpeflaHHOTO ¥ CMUPEHHOTO U3 BCeX
Boxbux corHoBelt — Anbder 1 Omern, Benmmkoro
Cywero, PacniaToro, cBuperensa sepHoro, Camo-
ro Tocrmoga VMucyca Xpucra, aMuHb.
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