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You are a beloved daughter of God, you are a
cherished son of God, and He has gifted you His
perfect, holy Son.

Gift Giving

Gift giving is a social custom that spans all
cultures, civilisations, and millennia. Through-
out time, people have given gifts to each other
to strengthen relationships, express love and
gratitude, and mark important events like wed-
dings, birthdays, and holidays. And humans are
not the only ones of God’s creations to give gifts
to each other! Among many other examples we
could point to, penguins are known to give shiny
pebbles to their prospective mates, and bonobos
(cousins of the chimpanzee) give fruit to expand
their circle of friendship.

What gifts have you given? Think of a time
when you found—or made—the perfect gift for
someone you love. You just knew the gift was
exactly what this loved one wanted and some-
thing they would treasure. What was the gift?
Was it for your mother? a friend? your child?

a teacher? your grandfather? How did you feel
when you found this gift? How did you feel when
you thought about this person you love opening
the gift? Similarly, when did someone giveyouthe
perfect gift, and what was it like to receive it?

My Father's Gift to Me

When I was about seven years old, living
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Sunteti o fiica preaiubitd a lui Dumnezeu, sunteti
un fiu pretuit al lui Dumnezeu si El vi L-a ddruit
pe Fiul Sdu perfect si sfant.

Oferirea de daruri

Oferirea de daruri este un obicei social pre-
zent in toate culturile si civilizatiile, pe parcursul
intregii istorii. De-a lungul timpului, oamenii si-
au oferit daruri unii altora pentru a intari relatii,
pentru a-si exprima dragostea si recunostinta si
pentru a marca evenimente importante, cum ar
fi nunti, zile de nastere si sarbatori. Si oamenii nu
sunt singurii dintre creatiile lui Dumnezeu care
isi oferd daruri unul altuia! Printre multe alte
exemple pe care le-am putea indica, pinguinii
sunt cunoscuti pentru ca dau pietricele stralu-
citoare potentialilor lor parteneri, maimutele
bonobo (veri ai cimpanzeilor) isi daruiesc fructe
pentru a-si extinde grupul de prieteni.

Ce daruri ati oferit? Ganditi-va la un mo-
ment in care ati gasit — sau ati facut — darul
perfect cuiva pe care-l iubiti. Ati stiut, pur si
simplu, ca darul respectiv era exact ceea ce isi
dorea aceastd persoana draga si ceva ce va pretui.
Care a fost darul? A fost pentru mama dum-
neavoastra? Pentru un prieten? Pentru copilul
dumneavoastra? Pentru un profesor? Pentru
bunicul dumneavoastra? Cum v-ati simtit cind
ati gésit acest dar? Cum v-ati simtit gandindu-va
la aceasta persoana pe care o iubiti cum deschide
darul? In mod similar, cAndv-aoferit cineva darul
perfect si cum a fost sa-1 primiti?

Darul tatalui meu pentru mine

Céand aveam aproximativ sapte ani si locu-
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with my parents in Arabia, a children’s film
calledChitty Chitty Bang Bangwas released. The
film is about a magical car that can drive itself,
float on water, and even fly! I knew that back
home in England they made a miniature toy car
just like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, and oh, how I
wanted one! You could pull a lever, and the toy
car’s wings would pop out! My father went on a
business trip to England and asked if I wanted
him to bring anything back for me, and I told
him how very much I would like to have one of
those Chitty Chitty Bang Bang cars.

He came back from his trip, and no car ap-
peared. I was very sad and thought he must have
forgotten. But about 10 days later was my birth-
day, and a little package, beautifully wrapped,
was waiting for me. With great anticipation, and
hardly daring to hope too much, I opened the gift
and found my car. I was so happy that I cried. I
pulled the lever, and the wings popped out, just
like the car in the film! How I thanked my father
for this most treasured gift. I played with that car
for years and kept it for many more. I think my
dad loved giving me that car at least as much as I
loved receiving it.

Giving, Accepting and Opening, and
Receiving

We can think of gift giving as having three
parts to it:

Thegivingof the gift, where the giver selects,
makes, or prepares the gift and presents it to the
loved one. This involves thoughtful intention on
the part of the giver to give something meaning-
ful.

Theacceptingandopeningof the gift, when the
recipient accepts the gift from the giver—often
with expressions of surprise, gratitude, and ex-
citement—before opening it, sometimes untying
a bow and unwrapping the package to discover
what the gift is.

And then there is perhaps the most import-
ant part, thereceivingof the gift. To receive a gift
sincerely given is so much more than accept-
ing and then opening it. It is more, even, than
recognising the worth of the gift and expressing
gratitude to the giver. To truly receive a gift, we
come to value it for ourselves, put it to full use in
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iam cu pdrintii mei in Arabia, a fost lansat un
film pentru copii numitChitty Chitty Bang Bang.
Filmul este despre o masina magicd ce se putea
conduce singurd, care plutea pe apa si care chiar
putea zbura! Stiam ca acasa, in Anglia, aparuse

o magsina de jucdrie in miniatura precum Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang si, oh, cat de mult imi doream
una! Puteai sa apesi de o maneta si aripile masinii
de jucarie apareau! Tatal meu a plecat intr-o
calatorie de afaceri in Anglia si m-a intrebat daca
voiam sd-mi aduca ceva cand se intorcea, iar eu
i-am spus cat de mult mi-ar placea sd am una
dintre acele masini Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.

S-a intors din cildtorie si nu mi-a adus nicio
masind. Am fost foarte trist si m-am gandit ca
trebuie sa fi uitat. Dar, aproximativ 10 zile mai
tarziu a fost ziua mea de nastere si un pachet mic,
frumos impachetat, mi astepta. Cu mare nerédb-
dare si indraznind cu greu sa sper prea mult, am
deschis darul si am gésit masina. Am fost atéat de
fericit, incat am plans. Am tras de maneta si au
aparut aripile, exact ca la masina din film! Cat de
mult i-am multumit tatalui meu pentru acest dar
foarte pretios! M-am jucat cu acea masina ani de
zile si am pastrat-o multi ani dupa aceea. Cred ca
tatal meu s-a bucurat sd-mi dea acea masina cel
putin la fel de mult cum m-am bucurat eu cd am
primit-o.

Sa daruim, sa acceptam, sa deschidem
si sa primim

Putem considera oferirea de daruri ca fiind
constituita din trei parti.

Oferireadarului, in care cel care ofera darul
alege, face sau pregateste darul si-1 ofera persoa-
nei dragi. Acest lucru implica intentie serioasa
din partea celui care ofera darul pentru a oferi
ceva plin de insemnitate.

Acceptareasideschidereadarului, cdnd
destinatarul acceptd darul de la cel care-1 oferd
— adesea fiind surprins, recunoscétor si entuzias-
mat - inainte de a-l deschide, uneori, dezlegind
funda si desfacand pachetul pentru a descoperi
in ce consta darul.

Si, apoi, poate cea mai importanta parte,
esteprimireadarului. A primi un dar oferit cu
sinceritate inseamnd mult mai mult decat a-1 ac-
cepta si, apoi, a-1 deschide. Este mai mult, chiar,
decat recunoasterea valorii darului si exprima-
rea recunostintei fata de cel care il oferd. Ca sd
primim cu adevarat un dar, ajungem treptat sa-i
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our lives, and then remember with thankfulness
the giver.

Receiving a gift is not passive but an in-
tentional and meaningful process that goes far
beyond merely opening a package. To receive is
to appreciate and connect with both the gift and
the heart of the giver in a way that strengthens
the bonds between the giver and receiver. Think-
ing of that toy car brings back a host of golden
memories, as I feel once again my father’s deep
love and care for me, represented by that gift and
countless other generous acts.

Our Heavenly Father's Gifts

OurHeavenlyFather has innumerable gifts of
light and truth prepared to shower down on each
of us, His treasured children. They flow from our
Bounteous Giver like a wellspring in the wilder-
ness from His benevolent heart.“Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights”’In our covenant
bond with the Father, He is ever the Giver and we
the humble recipient.

The Greatest of All the Father's Gifts,
Through Which All Others Flow

But we could receive nothing without the
greatest of all the Father’s gifts, His beloved
Lamb, His Son, Jesus Christ. All of our Father’s
gifts flow from and are activated by the Saviour’s
willing offering in Gethsemane and on the cross
and His triumphant Resurrection.Jesus Christ,
our merciful Redeemer, is the supreme gift from
our Father of lights. “In the gift of his Son hath
God prepared [for us] a more excellent way”

One All-Encompassing Gift of Eternal
Truth

I would like to talk about one all-encompass-
ing gift of eternal truth that underpins our ability
to receive all else our Father desires to endow us
with—a vital gift of knowledge that, when fully
accepted and received deep in the soul, contextu-
alises the joys and hardships of life and our unan-
swered questions: It is thatwe really are God’s
children.That truth is breathtaking! Stunning!
And it is not figurative.
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intelegem noi insine valoarea, sd il folosim pe
deplin in viata noastra si, apoi, ne aducem aminte
cu recunostinta de cel care I-a oferit.

Primirea unui dar nu este un proces pasiv, ci
unul intentionat si plin de insemnatate care de-
paseste cu mult simpla deschidere a unui pachet.
A primi inseamna a aprecia si a crea o legatura
atit cu darul, cat si cu inima celui care 1-a oferit
intr-un mod care intdreste legaturile dintre cel
care ofera si cel care primeste. Gandul la acea
masind de jucarie imi trezeste o multime de
amintiri de nepretuit si simt inca o data dragos-
tea si grija profunde ale tatalui meu pentru mine,
reprezentate de acel dar si nenumaérate alte daruri
generoase.

Darurile Tatalui nostru Ceresc

Tatdl nostruCerescare nenumadrate daruri
de lumind si adevar pregatite pentru a le revirsa
asupra fiecaruia dintre noi, copiii Séi pretiosi. Ele
sunt revirsate de Datitorul nostru generos, ca un
izvor in pustiu, din inima Sa binevoitoare.,Orice
ni se da bun si orice dar desavarsit este de sus,
pogorandu-se de la Tatil luminilor’In legitura
noastrd de legamant cu Tatal, El este intotdeauna
Cel care oferd iar noi destinatarii umili.

Cel mai mare dintre toate darurile Tata-
lui, prin care se revarsa toate celelalte

Dar nu puteam primi nimic fira cel mai
mare dar dintre toate darurile Tatdlui, Mielul Sdu
Preaiubit, Fiul Sau, Isus Hristos. Toate darurile
Tatélui nostru se revarsa din si sunt activate de
ofranda binevoitoare a Salvatorului, ficuta in
Ghetsimani si pe cruce, si de invierea Sa triumfa-
toare.Isus Hristos, Mantuitorul nostru milostiv,
este darul suprem de la Tatél nostru al luminilor.
»Prin darul Fiului Sau a pregatit Dumnezeu o
cale cu mult mai buna [pentru noi]”

Un dar atotcuprinzator al adevarului
etern

Doresc sa vorbesc despre un dar atotcu-
prinzdtor al adevarului etern care sustine capa-
citatea noastrd de a primi tot cu ce mai doreste
Tatél nostru sd ne inzestreze — un dar esential
al cunoasterii care, atunci cdnd este acceptat pe
deplin si primit adinc in suflet, pune in context
bucuriile i greutatile vietii si intrebarile noastre
fara raspuns: este darul de afi cu adevarat copiii
lui Dumnezeu.Acest adevar este uluitor! Uimitor!
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Imagine you are hearing this for the first
time! You really are His cherished daughter. You
really are His precious son. And the path you are
on is His plan of happiness. With His omniscient
love, He knows exactly who you were before you
were sent to earthand what you have experienced
so far in your mortal life, and He has mercifully
planned for your every tomorrow. And oh, how
He yearns to one day have you return to Him,
to receive the supreme intent of all His beautiful
gifts, eternal life with Him.

The question is not whether this gift of truth
is real but whether we will discover and receive
it. The gift has already been bestowed upon us by
the Father. The price for the ultimate purpose of
this gift has already been paid by the Saviour. But
if you have been taught this, said this, and sung
this truth for years, maybe theawesome wonderof
it has long since faded and you no longer feel its
power and peace.

If this priceless gift of understanding—and
all the goodness, peace, and hope that flow from
it—is left unaccepted, unopened, and unreceived,
what a terrible loss for us! What a sadness for the
Giver! “For what doth it profit a man if a gift is
bestowed upon him, and he receive not the gift?
Behold, he rejoices not in that which is given
unto him, neither rejoices in him who is the giver
of the gift”

I invite you to receive, either for the first
time or to a greater extent than ever before, the
magnificent realisation that you truly are God’s
beloved child. You must undo the bow, tear oft
the wrapping paper, open the box, and actively
receive with grateful humility a true, pure un-
derstanding of this foundational truth. The Holy
Spirit can bear witness to your heart that you are
indeed a child of the Most High.

When you welcome this majestic reality into
your very soul and feel both the comfort and
the thrill of it, your entire paradigm shifts! You
can feel His love, hear His voice, and recognise
His hand, no matter what is happening, or not
happening, in your life.You can redefine how
you see yourself and others. Your covenant bond
with your Saviour becomes even stronger, and
through the lens of this sweet gift, life takes on
new brilliance, beauty, and hope.
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Iar acesta nu are sens figurativ.

Imaginati-va cd auziti aceasta pentru prima
oard! Dumneavoastra sunteti cu adevarat fiicele
Sale pretioase. Dumneavoastra sunteti cu adeva-
rat fiii Sai pretiosi. Iar calea pe care va aflati este
planul Sau al fericirii. Cu dragostea Sa omnisci-
entd, El stie exact cine ati fost inainte de a fi tri-
misi pe pdmantsi ce ati trdit pana acum in viata
dumneavoastra muritoare si El a planificat, cu
mild, fiecare zi de maine a dumneavoastra. Si, o,
cat de mult doreste El ca intr-o zi sd va intoarceti
la El, sa impliniti scopul suprem al tuturor daru-
rilor Sale frumoase, viata eterna alaturi de ElL

Intrebarea nu este daci acest dar al ade-
varului este real, ci daca il vom descoperi si il
vom primi. Tatal a revarsat deja acest dar asupra
noastra. Pretul scopului suprem al acestui dar
a fost deja platit de Salvator. Dar, daca ati fost
invétati acest adevar, l-ati spus si 1-ati cAntat ani
de zile, poate cduimirea minunatdin legatura cu
acesta s-a estompat de mult si nu i-ati mai simtit
puterea si pacea.

Daca darul nepretuit al intelegerii - si toata
bunatatea, pacea si speranta care se revarsid din
acesta — ramane neacceptat, nedeschis si nepri-
mit, ce risipa ingrozitoare pentru noi! Ce tristete
pentru Cel care ofera! ,,Pentru ca, la ce ii serveste
unui om dacd i se acorda un dar, si el nu primeste
darul? Iata, el nu se bucura de ceea ce i se da lui,
nici de acela care ii da darul”

Va invit sa primiti, fie pentru prima data, fie
intr-o mdsurd mai mare decét oricand inainte,
magnifica intelegere ca sunteti cu adevarat copiii
preaiubiti ai lui Dumnezeu. Trebuie sd desfaceti
funda, sd rupeti ambalajul, sa deschideti cutia
si sa primiti in mod activ, cu umilinta plina de
recunostinta, o intelegere adevaratd si purd a
acestui adevar fundamental. Duhul Sfant poate
depune marturie inimii dumneavoastra ca sun-
teti, intr-adevir, un copil al Celui Preainalt.

Cand primiti aceastd realitate maiestuoasd in
sufletul dumneavoastra si simtiti atat mangaierea,
cat si fiorul ei, intreaga dumneavoastra paradig-
ma se schimba! Puteti simti dragostea Sa, puteti
auzi glasul Sau si puteti recunoaste mana Sa,
indiferent ce se intdmpla sau nu se intampld in
viata dumneavoastra.Puteti defini cum va vedeti
si cum ii vedeti pe altii. Legatura dumneavoastra
de legamant cu Salvatorul devine si mai puter-
nica si, din perspectiva acestui dar dulce, viata
capdtd o noud stralucire, frumusete si sperant.
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Please, will you pray to understand if you are
truly receiving this transformative knowledge
deep in your soul? Will you please accept the
gift? Will you do so more deeply, more freely,
more abundantly than you ever have before—and
in so doing be showered with all of those other
gifts that come with it?

Receiving This Gift of Eternal Truth

You may be wondering, “What do I have
todoto receive this gift from God?” Well, ac-
tually, nothing. It is a gift from the Giver. It is
simply a fact. Just let it in. YouareHis child. You
are beloved of Him. Do not complicate it. Do
not block the receiving of this gift with thoughts
that you are somehow undeserving. The reality
is none of us is “deserving”—all the Father’s gifts
are received only through the merits, mercy, and
grace of the Holy Messiah,but how His generous
heart longs for each of His children to receive
them! Then, as your new or renewed understand-
ing dawns on you, rejoice in thanking the Giver
of this gift.

Since finding my faith in my mid-20s, I have
awakened to the realisation that I truly am a son
of God. The more fully I internalise this gift, the
more keenly I know who I am and how com-
pletely I am loved. Some things that have helped
me grow in understanding are the words of
scripture, my patriarchal blessing, temple wor-
ship, serving others, expressing gratitude, and
sacred prayer with my Father. I marvel at how
earlier sorrow, pain, and grief in my life would
have been reframed, soothed, and much of it
overcome had I known this beautiful truth.

Come unto Christ and Receive

Moroni exhorts us to “deny not the gifts of
God” but to “come unto Christ, and lay hold
upon every good gift”You can come to Christ
with confidence in His loving-kindness and
receive all His gifts of joy, peace, hope, light,
truth, revelation, knowledge, and wisdom—with
your head held high, your arms outstretched,
and your hands open, ready to receive. And you
can receive these gifts because you are secure
and grounded in the knowledge that you are a
beloved daughter of God, you are a cherished son
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Vi veti ruga, va rog, pentru a intelege daca
primiti cu adevarat adanc in sufletul dumnea-
voastra aceastd cunoastere care transforma? Veti
accepta, va rog, darul? Veti face aceasta intr-un
mod mai profund, mai nestingherit i mai din
abundenta decét oricand altcandva - si, facand
astfel, sa fie revdrsate asupra dumneavoastra toate
celelalte daruri care vin cu aceasta?

Sa primim acest dar al adevarului etern

Poate va intrebati: ,,Ce trebuie safacpentru
a primi acest dar de la Dumnezeu?”. Ei bine, de
fapt, nimic. Este un dar de la Cel care ofera da-
ruri. Este, pur si simplu, un adevar. Trebuie doar
sa-1 acceptati.Sunteticopiii Sai! Sunteti preaiubitii
Sai. Nu complicati lucrurile. Nu blocati primirea
acestui dar cu ganduri cé nu ati merita. Realitatea
este ca niciunul dintre noi nu ,,meritd” — toate
darurile Tatdlui sunt primite numai prin meri-
tele, mila si harul lui Mesia cel Sfant, dar cat de
mult doreste inima Sa generoasa ca fiecare dintre
copiii Sai sd le primeasca! Atunci cand doban-
diti noua sau inoita dumneavoastra intelegere,
bucurati-va multumindu-I Celui care v-a déruit
acest dar.

De cand mi-am gasit credinta la aproximativ
25 de ani, am ajuns sa inteleg ca sunt cu adeva-
rat un fiu al lui Dumnezeu. Cu cat inteleg mai
profund si mai din plin acest dar in inima mea,
cu atét stiu mai mult cine sunt si cat de mult sunt
iubit. Unele dintre lucrurile care m-au ajutat sa
cresc in intelegere sunt cuvintele din scripturi,
binecuvantarea mea patriarhald, preaslavirea in
templu, slujirea altora, exprimarea recunostin-
tei si rugdciunea sacrd adresatd Tatal meu. Ma
minunez cum intristarea, durerea si amaraciunea
din viata mea de mai devreme ar fi fost transfor-
mate, alinate si, o parte, biruite daca as fi cunos-
cut acest adevar frumos.

Veniti la Hristos si primiti

Moroni ne indeamna sa ,,nu [tdgaduim]
darurile lui Dumnezeu”, ci ,,sa [venim] la Hristos
si sd [punem] mana pe fiecare dar bun”.Puteti
veni la Hristos cu incredere in bunatatea Sa plina
de dragoste si puteti primi toate darurile Sale de
bucurie, pace, sperantd, luming, adevir, revelatie,
cunoastere si intelepciune - cu capul sus, bratele
intinse si mainile deschise, pregatiti sa primiti. Si
puteti primi aceste daruri deoarece sunteti in si-
gurantd si bine ancorati in cunoasterea ca sunteti
o fiicd preaiubitd a lui Dumnezeu, ca sunteti un
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of God, and He has gifted you His perfect, holy
Son to redeem you, justify you, and sanctify you.

Youarea child of God. This is not just a nice
song we sing.Will you please accept, open, and
receive this gift of knowledge and understanding
from Him? Will you hold it close as the precious
treasure it is? Re-receive this gift, or perhaps
truly receive it for the very first time, and let it
transform every aspect of your life. This is the
more excellent way God has prepared for you
through the gift of His Son.You really are that
you might have joy!In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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fiu pretios al lui Dumnezeu si ca El vi L-a déruit
pe Fiul Sdu sfant perfect pentru a vd méntui, a va
justifica si a va sfinti.

Suntetiun copil al lui Dumnezeu. Acesta nu
este doar un cantec frumos pe care il cantam.Veti
accepta, deschide si primi, va rog, acest dar al cu-
noasterii si intelegerii de la EI? 1l veti tine aproa-
pe ca pe comoara pretioasa care este? Primiti din
nou acest dar sau, poate, primiti-1 cu adevérat
pentru prima data si lasati-1 sd va transforme
fiecare aspect al vietii. Aceasta este calea mult
mai buna pe care Dumnezeu a pregitit-o pentru
dumneavoastra prin darul Fiului Sau.Dumnea-
voastra chiar sunteti ca si puteti avea bucurie!In
numele lui Isus Hristos, amin.
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