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Don't hide from those who will love and support
you; rather, run to them.

A couple of years ago, when I turned 12, I
was invited to attend my first Aaronic Priesthood
quorum overnight camp. This was a long-awaited
invitation, as my father was a quorum leader and
often went camping with the boys in the ward,
while I was left at home.

When the day came, I was excited. And I
must admit that I desperately wanted to fit in
with the older boys. I was determined to prove
myself. In that effort it wasn't long before I was
tested to see if I would play along and be part of
the group.

My assigned task was to get my father’s car
keys so a prank could be pulled on the leaders. I
don’t remember exactly what I said to convince
my dad, but I soon ran to the group of boys with
keys in hand, proud of my accomplishment.

Then came the next assignment. I was to
unlock the car door and wedge a stick between
the driver’s seat-back and the car horn. And I was
to lock the door so the horn would blare into the
evening without any way for the leaders to access
the car to remove the crude device.

Now, this is where the story turns painfully
embarrassing for me. Once I secured the stick
in place, I locked the door and ran as fast as
could to hide in a nearby patch of bushes. As I
crouched down to the ground, I felt a searing
pain. In the darkness and in my haste, I had sat
upon a prickly pear cactus.
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Nu vd ascundeti de cei care va vor iubi si sprijini;
dimpotrivd, alergati la ei.

Acum cétiva ani, cind am implinit 12 ani,
am fost invitat sa particip la prima mea tabari cu
sedere peste noapte aldturi de cvorumul Preotiei
aaronice. Aceasta a fost o invitatie indelung as-
teptatd, deoarece tatdl meu era conducatorul cvo-
rumului si se ducea, adesea, in excursii cu baietii
din episcopie, in timp ce eu riméaneam acasa.

Cand acea zi a sosit, eram entuziasmat. Si
trebuie sa recunosc ca doream cu disperare sa fiu
acceptat de bdietii mai mari in grupul lor. Eram
hotirat si ma dovedesc capabil de acest lucru. In
cadrul acestui efort, nu a durat mult pana cand
am fost testat pentru a se vedea dacd acceptam sa
fac o farsa si sa devin parte a grupului.

Mi-a fost desemnatd sarcina de a lua cheile
de la masina tatalui meu pentru a face o farsa
conducatorilor. Nu-mi aduc aminte exact ce
i-am spus tatalui meu pentru a-1 convinge, dar,
in scurt timp, am alergat la grupul de baieti cu
cheile in mana, mandru de realizarea mea.

Apoi, am primit o noud insarcinare. Trebuia
sa descui portiera si sa fixez un bat intre spatarul
scaunului soferului si claxonul masinii. Si trebuia
sa inchid portiera, astfel incat claxonul sa sune
toata seara iar conducatorii sa nu aibd nicio po-
sibilitate de a deschide masina pentru a inldtura
dispozitivul rudimentar.

Acesta este momentul in care povestea devi-
ne dureros de stanjenitoare pentru mine. Odata
ce am fixat batul in locul stabilit, am incuiat por-
tiera si am fugit cat de repede am putut pentru
a md ascunde in tufisurile din apropiere. Cand
m-am ghemuit la pamant, am simtit o durere ar-
zatoare. Din cauza intunericului si a grabei mele,
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My screams of pain were drowned out by the
blaring horn, and I had no recourse other than
gingerly hobbling back to the car, confessing my
“sins,” and seeking rudimentary and embarrass-
ing medical attention.

The remainder of that night, I lay on my
stomach in a tent while my father, using pliers,
removed the cactus spines from my ... well, let
me just say that I did not sit comfortably for sev-
eral days afterward.

I have reflected on that experience many
times. I can now laugh at the folly of my youth,
even as some underlying principles have become
clear to me.

Many patterns in human behavior seem to
be common in the natural man—the desire to fit
in, the desire to prove oneself, the fear of missing
out, and the compelling need to hide so we avoid
consequences. It is this final behavior I will focus
on today—hiding after we do something that we
should not.

Now, I am not equating my childish prank
with grievous sin, but we can draw some paral-
lels that may prove useful as we are tested in our
mortal sojourn.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had
an idyllic circumstance—an abundance of food,
the incomparable beauty of the garden—not only
a garden of beauty but a garden with neither
weeds nor prickly pears.

However, we also know that garden life
limited their needed progression. The garden was
not a final destination but a test, the first of many
that would prove, prepare, and allow them to
progress to their final destination of returning to
the presence of the Father and the Son.

You will remember that there was opposition
in the garden. Lucifer was allowed to try Adam
and Eve. He first tempted Adam to partake of the
fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Remembering the commandment not to partake
thereof, Adam resisted. Then came blessed Eve,
who chose to partake of the fruit, convincing
Adam to do likewise.

Later, Adam and Eve declared that this de-
cision was necessary to fulfill Heavenly Father’s
plan.But by partaking of the fruit, they had
transgressed the law—a law given them direct-
ly from the Father. The resulting and crushing
understanding of good and evil must have left
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m-am agezat pe un cactus de pere.

Tipetele mele de durere au fost acoperite
de claxonul zgomotos si nu am avut alta solutie
decat sd ma intorc la magina mergand cu grija si
incet, pentru a-mi marturisi ,,pacatele” si a cere,
fiind stanjenit, ingrijire medicald de baza.

Tot restul acelei nopti, am stat pe burta
intr-un cort, in timp ce tatil meu, folosind un
cleste, mi-a indepértat spinii de cactus de pe... ei
bine, permiteti-mi sa spun doar cd nu am putut
sa stau confortabil cateva zile dupa aceea.

Am cugetat de multe ori asupra acelei experi-
ente. Acum pot sd rad de nesdbuinta tineretii
mele, cdci unele principii de baza mi-au devenit
clare.

Multe tipare ale comportamentului uman
par sa fie comune omului firesc — dorinta de a
se integra, dorinta de a se dovedi capabil, teama
de a nu rata ceva si nevoia irezistibild de a se
ascunde pentru a evita consecintele. Acest ultim
tip de comportament este cel asupra caruia ma
voi concentra astazi — ascunderea dupa ce facem
ceva ce nu ar fi trebuit sa facem.

Nu echivalez farsa mea din copildrie cu péca-
tul grav, dar putem face niste analogii care se pot
dovedi utile atunci cand suntem incercati in viata
muritoare.

In Gradina Edenului, Adam si Eva se aflau in
situatia ideala — abundenté de hrand, frumusetea
incomparabila a gradinii - nu numai o gradina
frumoasd, ci o gradina fara buruieni sau cactusi
de pere.

Dar stim, de asemenea, cé viata in gradina le
limita progresul necesar. Gradina nu a fost o des-
tinatie final, ci un test, primul dintre multe, care
aveau sa-i testeze, sd-i pregateasca si sa le permita
sa progreseze catre destinatia lor finala, de a se
intoarce in prezenta Tatélui si a Fiului.

Vé aduceti aminte ca a existat opozitie in
gradind. Lui Lucifer i s-a permis sd-i incerce
pe Adam si Eva. El l-a ispitit intai pe Adam sa
manance din fructul pomului cunoasterii binelui
si raului. Aducindu-si aminte de porunca de a nu
manca din el, Adam s-a impotrivit. Apoi, a urmat
binecuvéntata Eva, care a ales sa manéance din
fruct, convingandu-l pe Adam sa faca la fel.

Mai tarziu, Adam si Eva au declarat cd aceas-
ta hotdrare a fost necesara pentru a indeplini
planul Tatalui Ceresc.Dar, mancand din fruct, ei
au incalcat legea — lege care le fusese data chiar
de Tatal. Intelegerea apisitoare pe care au doban-
dit-o privind binele si raul trebuie sa le fi produs
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them in anguish when they heard the voice of
the Father announcing His return to the garden.
They realized they were naked, for they were
indeed without clothing, having lived in a state
of innocence.But perhaps more painful than
their being without clothing in that moment,
they were now exposed for their transgression.
They were defenseless and vulnerable. They were
naked in every sense of the word.

Ever the opportunist, Lucifer, knowing their
exposed and weakened state, tempted them yet
again—this time to hide from God.

This temptation—I will call it the “second
temptation”—is the temptation that may bring
the greatest consequence if we succumb. Surely,
to avoid all first temptations to break God’s law is
optimal, but we know that all will succumb to a
variety of first temptations here on earth. As we
progress in our maturity and understanding, we
hope that our strength to avoid first temptations
will continually improve as we strive to become
more like our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Some might attempt to hide from God
because they don’t want to be discovered or
exposed, and they feel shame or guilt. However,
numerous scriptures teach us that hiding from
God is impossible. I'll share just a few.

The Lord teaches Jeremiah through the fol-
lowing questions: “Can any hide himself in secret
places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do
not I fill heaven and earth?”

And Job is taught:

“For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and
he seeth all his goings.

“There is no darkness, nor shadow of death,
where the workers of iniquity may hide them-
selves”

The psalmist David most poetically exclaims:

“O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known
me.

“Thou knowest my downsitting and mine
uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

“For there is not a word in my tongue, but,
lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. ...

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whith-
er shall I flee from thy presence?

“If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if
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suferintd cand au auzit glasul Tatdlui anuntan-
du-§i intoarcerea in gradina. Si-au dat seama ca
erau goi, pentru ca erau, intr-adevar, fara haine,
deoarece traiserd intr-o stare de inocenta.Dar,
poate si mai dureros decét faptul ca erau fara hai-
ne in acel moment, era ca, acum, erau expusi din
cauza incalcarii lor. Erau fara apdrare si vulnera-
bili. Erau goi in toate sensurile cuvantului.

Mereu oportunist, Lucifer, cunoscandu-le
starea de expunere si slabiciune, i-a ispitit din
nou - de data aceasta sa se ascunda de Dumne-
zeu.

Aceastd ispitd — eu o voi numi ,,a doua ispitd”
— este ispita care, dacd-i ceddm, poate aduce cea
mai grava consecintd. Cu sigurantd, evitarea tutu-
ror primelor ispite de a incalca legea lui Dumne-
zeu este optima, dar stim cd toti vom ceda mai
multor prime ispite aici, pe pimant. Pe masura
ce progresam in maturitate si intelegere, speram
cd taria noastra de a evita primele ispite se va
imbunététi continuu pe mésura ce ne straduim
sa devenim mai asemanatori Salvatorului nostru,
Isus Hristos.

Unii ar putea incerca sd se ascunda de
Dumnezeu, deoarece nu doresc sa fie descoperiti
sau expusi si se simt rusinati sau vinovati. Insa,
numeroase versete ne invatd cd este imposibil sd
ne ascundem de Dumnezeu. Voi impartasi doar
cateva.

Domnul il invata pe Ieremia adresandu-i ur-
matoarele intrebari: ,,Poate cineva sa stea intr-un
loc ascuns fara sa-1 vad Eu? zice Domnul. Nu
umplu Eu cerurile si pdmantul?”.

Si Iov este invatat:

»Céaci Dumnezeu vede purtarea tuturor, pri-
veste pasii fiecdruia.

Nu este nici intuneric, nici umbra a mortii,
unde s se poatd ascunde cei ce fac faradelegea”

Psalmistul David, in cel mai poetic mod,
exclama:

»,Doamne, Tu ma cercetezi de aproape si ma
cunosti,

stii cand stau jos si cand ma scol, si de depar-
te imi patrunzi gandul...

Caci nu-mi ajunge cuvantul pe limba, si Tu,
Doamne, il si cunosti in totul...

Unde ma voi duce departe de Duhul Téu, si
unde voi fugi departe de Fata Ta?

Dacéd ma voi sui in cer, Tu esti acolo; dacd ma
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I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there”

New Converts

For those who have recently joined The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the
second temptation may seem particularly chal-
lenging. Through your baptism you have cove-
nanted to take upon yourself the name of Jesus
Christ, which for many includes a needed change
of lifestyle. Changing one’s lifestyle is not easy.
Often it requires you to change habits and prac-
tices and even associations to progress toward
your loving Heavenly Father.

The adversary knows that you may be vul-
nerable to his subtle attacks. He will make your
past life, which left you unsatisfied in so many
ways, now seem unrealistically attractive. The
accuser, as he is called in the book of Revela-
tion,will tempt you with thoughts that sound like
this: “You aren’t strong enough to change your
life; you can’t do this; you don't belong with these
people; they will never accept you; you are too
weak”

If these thoughts seem to ring true to you
who are newly planted on the covenant path, we
plead with you not to heed the accuser’s voice.
We love you; you can do it; we accept you; and
with the Savior, you will have strength to do all.
At a time when you need our love and support
the most, don’t be deceived into thinking that we
will reject you if you take a step back into your
prior lifestyle. Through the matchless power
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ, you can be
made whole again. But if you hide from Him
and distance yourself from your newfound faith
community, you distance yourself from the very
source that can and will give you the strength to
overcome.

A dear friend of mine, a recent convert,
shared how difficult it is to sustain faith in iso-
lation. There is great strength in becoming and
remaining part of a supportive community—all
stumbling yet progressing while blessed by the
love of Jesus Christ.

President Russell M. Nelson has taught that
“overcoming the world is not an event that hap-
pens in a day or two. It happens over a lifetime as
we repeatedly embrace the doctrine of Christ. We
cultivate faith in Jesus Christ by repenting daily
and keeping covenants that endow us with pow-
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voi culca in locuinta mortilor, iatd-Te si acolo”

Noii convertiti

Celor care v-ati alaturat recent Bisericii lui
Isus Hristos a Sfintilor din Zilele din Urma, a
doua ispitd vi se poate parea deosebit de grea.
Prin botez, ati facut legamant sa luati asupra
dumneavoastra numele lui Isus Hristos, ceea ce
pentru multi inseamna o schimbare necesara a
stilului de viatd. Schimbarea stilului de viata al
unei persoane nu este usoard. Deseori, necesi-
ta sa va schimbati obiceiuri si practici, si chiar
asocieri, pentru a progresa catre iubitul dumnea-
voastra Tatd Ceresc.

Dusmanul stie ca puteti fi vulnerabili in fata
atacurilor sale subtile. El va face ca viata dum-
neavoastra din trecut, care nu a fost satisfaciatoa-
re in atat de multe feluri, sd vd pard acum ireal
de atractiva. Parasul, cum este numit in cartea
Apocalipsa, va va ispiti cu ganduri care suna
asemdnator acestora: ,Nu esti destul de puternic
pentru a-ti schimba viata; nu poti face asta; nu-ti
este locul alaturi de acesti oamenti; ei nu te vor
accepta niciodatd; esti prea slab”.

Daca aceste ganduri va suna cunoscute dum-
neavoastrd, celor care tocmai ati pasit pe cararea
legamintelor, va imploram sé nu dati ascultare
glasului parasului. Va iubim; puteti face acest lu-
cru; noi va acceptam; si, cu ajutorul Salvatorului,
veti avea tiria si faceti totul. In vreun moment
in care aveti cea mai mare nevoie de dragostea si
sprijinul nostru, nu va lasati inselati crezand ca
va vom respinge daca faceti un pas inapoi la stilul
dumneavoastra de viata anterior. Prin puterea
fara seaman a ispasirii lui Isus Hristos, puteti fi
facuti intregi din nou. Dar daca va ascundeti de
El si va indepdrtati de comunitatea de credinta
pe care ati gasit-o de curdnd, va indepartati de
insdsi sursa care va poate da si care va va da taria
sa biruiti.

Un prieten drag mie, convertit recent, a
impartasit cat este de dificil sa-ti mentii credinta
cand esti izolat. Existd o mare tirie in a deveni si
a ramane parte a unei comunitdti care sprijind -
toti se poticnesc, dar progreseaza in timp ce sunt
binecuvantati de dragostea lui Isus Hristos.

Presedintele Russell M. Nelson ne-a invitat:
,Biruirea lumii nu este un eveniment care are loc
intr-o zi sau doud. Aceasta are loc de-a lungul
vietii pe masura ce noi imbratisim, in repeta-
te randuri, doctrina lui Hristos. Noi cultivim
credinta in Isus Hristos prin pocdinta zilnica si
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er. We stay on the covenant path and are bless-
ed with spiritual strength, personal revelation,
increasing faith, and the ministering of angels.”

If you incur a physical injury, your condition
will deteriorate and may become life-threaten-
ing if you don't seek proper medical attention.
That is true for spiritual wounds as well. Only,
untreated spiritual wounds may threaten your
eternal salvation. Don't hide from those who will
love and support you; rather, run to them. Good
bishops, branch presidents, and leaders can help
you access the healing power of the Atonement
of Jesus Christ.

To those who may be in hiding, we implore
you to come back. You need what the gospel and
the Atonement of Jesus Christ offer, and we need
what you offer. God knows your sins; you cannot
hide from Him. Reconcile yourself before Him.

As His Saints, each of us must foster a culture
of belonging in the Church that is loving, accept-
ing, and encouraging of all who desire to prog-
ress along His path.

Beware this second temptation! Follow the
counsel of prophets both ancient and modern
and know that you cannot hide from a loving
Father.

Instead, avail yourself of the miraculous heal-
ing power of the Atonement of Jesus Christ. This
is the very purpose of our existence—to obtain a
weakened and mortal body that is “subject to all
manner of infirmities”and that will succumb to,
sadly, many first temptations; to progress even
when we fall to these temptations; and to seek
divine help after doing so, that we might become
more like our Savior and our Father in Heaven.
It is His way. It is the only way. Of these truths I
testify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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tinerea legamintelor care ne inzestreazd cu pute-
re. Riménem pe cdrarea legamintelor si suntem
binecuvantati cu tarie spirituald, revelatie perso-
nala, credinta tot mai mare si slujirea ingerilor”

Dacd vi raniti fizic, starea dumneavoastra
se va deteriora si viata va poate fi pusd in pericol
dacd nu solicitati ingrijiri medicale corespun-
zdtoare. Acest lucru este valabil si in ceea ce
priveste ranile spirituale. Doar ranile spirituale
netratate va pot pune in pericol salvarea eterna.
Nu va ascundeti de cei care va vor iubi si sprijini;
dimpotrivd, alergati la ei. Episcopii, presedintii
de ramuri si conducatorii buni va pot ajuta sa
accesati puterea timaduitoare a ispdsirii lui Isus
Hristos.

Pe dumneavoastra, cei care poate vd ascun-
deti, va implor sa veniti inapoi. Dumneavoastra
aveti nevoie de ceea ce oferd Evanghelia si ispa-
sirea lui Isus Hristos iar noi avem nevoie de ceea
ce oferiti dumneavoastrd. Dumnezeu vd cunoaste
picatele; nu va puteti ascunde de El. Impécati-vi
cu EL

In calitate de sfinti ai Sii, fiecare dintre noi
trebuie sa promoveze o cultura a apartenentei la
Biserica si care sd fie plind de iubire, acceptare si
incurajare fata de toti cei care doresc sa progrese-
ze de-a lungul cdrarii Sale.

Feriti-va de aceastd a doua ispita! Urmati
sfaturile profetilor, atat ale celor din vechime, cat
si ale celor din zilele noastre si sd stiti cd nu va
puteti ascunde de un Tatd iubitor.

In schimb, folositi-vi de puterea vindecitoa-
re miraculoasd a ispasirii lui Isus Hristos. Acesta
este insusi scopul existentei noastre, de a obtine
un trup slab si muritor care este ,,supus la tot
felul de slabiciuni’si care, din nefericire, va ceda
in fata multor prime ispite; de a progresa chiar si
cand cadem in aceste ispite; si de a cduta ajutor
divin dupa ce facem astfel, pentru a putea deveni
mai asemanatori Salvatorului nostru si Tatalui
nostru din Cer.Aceasta este calea Sa. Este singura
cale. Despre aceste adevaruri, depun marturie in
numele lui Isus Hristos, amin.
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