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As we bind ourselves to act as covenant disciples,
our relationship with the Father and Son is en-
riched, our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspec-
tive expanded.

One day in 2023, Uyanga Altansukh was at
work in the northern Mongolian city of Darkhan
when the Mongolian mission president entered
her workplace. In her words:

“I saw him and thought he had this bright
light in his countenance. He was very kind and
fun to those around him, and I felt warmth.
Before he left, I asked him some questions. A few
days later, he came into my work again and asked
it I could attend his church. I thought it might be
helpful. I was worried for my children’ future, as
society seemed to be full of stress and darkness.

I wanted my children to be like this man with a
light in their countenance, spreading joy to oth-
ers around them.

“One day the missionaries taught us the law
of tithing. My children said with excitement,

‘We must pay our tithing, Mom. I could see my
children’s faith at that moment. Before I joined
the Church, I watched general conference and
listened to President Russell M. Nelson speak.
He announced new temples all over the world
and said that a new temple would be built in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. I rejoiced and shed tears,
even though I did not understand why. With this
joy, I could tell that my faith and testimony were
growing.”

Uyanga, like millions of others, is part of the
great gathering of Israel in preparation for the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. She has begun
her journey along the covenant path and has be-
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Pe mdsurd ce ne angajdm sd actiondm ca ucenici
prin legamant, ne imbogdtim relatia cu Tatdl si cu
Fiul, ne marim bucuria si ne extindem perspectiva
eternd.

Intr-o zi din anul 2023, Uyanga Altansukh se
afla la lucru in orasul Darkhan, din nordul Mon-
goliei, cand presedintele Misiunii Mongolia a
intrat la locul ei de munca. Potrivit cuvintelor ei:

»L-am vazut si am observat cd avea o lumina
stralucitoare pe chip. Era foarte amabil si amu-
zant cu cei din jurul sau si am avut un sentiment
de caldura. Inainte de a pleca, i-am adresat citeva
intrebari. Dupa cateva zile, a venit din nou la
locul meu de munca si m-a intrebat daca as dori
sa merg la biserica lui. M-am gandit ca mi-ar pu-
tea fi de ajutor. Eram ingrijorata pentru viitorul
copiilor mei, pentru ca societatea pérea plina de
stres si intuneric. Imi doream ca si copiii mei sa
fie asemenea acestui om, cu un chip luminos,
raspandind bucurie celor din jurul lor.

Intr-o zi, misionarii ne-au invitat despre
legea zeciuielii. Copiii mei au spus cu entuziasm:
«Trebuie sd ne platim zeciuiala, mama». Am pu-
tut vedea credinta copiilor mei in acel moment.
Inainte de a mi alitura Bisericii, am vizionat
conferinta generald si l-am ascultat pe presedin-
tele Russell M. Nelson vorbind. Dansul a anuntat
noi temple in intreaga lume si a spus cd un nou
templu va fi construit in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
M-am bucurat si mi-au dat lacrimile, chiar daca
nu intelegeam de ce. Prin aceasta bucurie, mi-am
dat seama cd marturia si credinta mea cresteau”.

Uyanga, asemenea altor milioane de oameni,
face parte din mareata adunare a lui Israel in
vederea pregitirii pentru a Doua Venire a lui
Isus Hristos. Ea si-a inceput célatoria pe cirarea
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come a disciple of Christ. What does it mean to
be a disciple of Christ? I appreciate the Japanese
word for disciple—deshi—demeaning younger
brother, andshimeaning child.

Jesus Christ declared, “I was in the beginning
with the Father, and am the Firstborn.”Because
ofwhoHeisandwhatHe hasdone, we worship
Him, we revere Him, we give glory to Him, and
we follow Him. Christ has redeemed us,and we
are forever grateful for His infinite and atoning
sacrifice.

We have a Heavenly Father, who loves us
as His children. His love for us is perfect. Jesus
Christ and His mission illustrate God’s love for
us. As John wrote, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life”

In our quest to understand what we do not
know, we might sometimes rely on our familiar
mortal experiences, or things wedoknow. For
example, we can learn somewhat of God the
Father through our own parenthood and mor-
tal family relationships. However, we should be
careful in applying these comparisons too far in
our attempt to understand our Heavenly Father.
The attributes of God the Father transcend any-
less-than-perfectattributes of a fallen man. God
the Father is the perfect Father. He is perfectly
loving, kind, patient, and understanding and is
perfectly glorious. We can trust Him perfectly.
The love of Christ reflects the love of God the
Father and is a representation of that love.

Jesus Christ is both the example and the
means.InChrist, we can understand better the
perfect attributes of the Father and His plan.
ThroughChrist, we are given the enabling power
to overcome the tendencies of natural men and
women so that we might become more like the
Father.

Just like our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ is
perfectly merciful and just. These divine attri-
butes of justice and mercy are not in opposition.
They are complementary. Both justice and mercy
illustrate God’s perfect love for His children.

We can trust God the Father and Jesus Christ
because They are just and fair with all of us.

God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, are
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legamintelor si a devenit o ucenica a lui Hristos.
Ce inseamna sa fii ucenic al lui Hristos? Imi place
cuvantul japonez pentru ucenic —~deshi-deinsem-
nand frate mai mic, iarshiilnsemnéand copil.

Isus Hristos a declarat: ,,Eu am fost la inceput
cu Tatél si Eu sunt Primul Néscut”. Datorita aceea
ceesteEl si aceea cea ficutEl noi Il preasldvim, 1l
respectam, [i oferim slavi si Il urmam. Hristos
ne-a mantuit, iar noi suntem etern recunoscatori
pentru sacrificiul Sau ispasitor si infinit.

Avem un Tata Ceresc care ne iubeste in
calitatea noastrd de copii ai Sai. Dragostea Sa
pentru noi este perfecta. Isus Hristos si misiunea
Sa demonstreaza dragostea lui Dumnezeu pentru
noi. Ioan a scris: ,,Fiindca atat de mult a iubit
Dumnezeu lumea, cd a dat pe singurul Lui Fiu,
pentru ca oricine crede in El, sd nu piara, ci sa
aiba viata vesnicd”

In ciutarea noastra de a intelege ceea ce nu
stim, s-ar putea sa ne bazdm uneori pe experi-
entele noastre familiare din viata muritoare sau
pe lucrurile pe carelecunoastem. De exemplu,
putem invata intrucitva despre Dumnezeu Tatil
prin propria experienta de a fi parinte si prin
relatiile de familie din viata muritoare. Insa, ar
trebui sd fim atenti sd nu folosim prea mult aceste
comparatii in incercarea noastra de a-L intelege
pe Tatél nostru Ceresc. Atributele lui Dumne-
zeu Tatal transcend toate atributelemai putin
decit perfecteale unui om decdzut. Dumnezeu
Tatél este Tatal perfect. El este perfect iubitor,
bun, rdbdator, intelegator si glorios. Putem sa
ne incredem in El cu desavarsire. Dragostea lui
Hristos reflectd dragostea lui Dumnezeu Tatal si
este o reprezentare a acelei dragoste.

Isus Hristos este atat exemplul, cat si mijlo-
cul.InHristos, putem intelege mai bine atributele
perfecte ale Tatdlui si planul Sdu.PrinHristos, ni
se déd puterea care intdreste de a birui tendintele
barbatilor si femeilor firesti, astfel incét sa putem
deveni mai asemandtori Tatalui.

Asemenea Tatdlui nostru Ceresc, Isus Hristos
este perfect milostiv si drept. Aceste atribute di-
vine ale dreptitii si milei nu sunt in opozitie. Ele
sunt complementare. Atat dreptatea, cat si mila
ilustreazd dragostea perfecta a lui Dumnezeu
pentru copiii Sdi. Ne putem increde in Dumne-
zeu Tatal si in Isus Hristos pentru ca sunt drepti
si corecti cu noi, toti.

Dumnezeu Tatél si Fiul Sdu Isus Hristos
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perfectly aligned in purpose and love. Because
God and Jesus Christ love us, we are given the
opportunity and privilege as true disciples to
make covenants with Them. By our doing so, our
relationship with Christ is expanded: “And now,
because of the covenant which ye have made ye
shall be called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath
spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your
hearts are changed through faith on his name;
therefore, ye are born of him and have become
his sons and his daughters”

As disciples, when we make and keep sacred
covenants, we are blessed with spiritual power.
We are connected to Christ and God the Father
in a special relationship and can experience Their
love and joy in a measure reserved for those who
have made and kept covenants.Our ability to
sense a full measure of God’s love, or to contin-
ue in His love, is contingent upon our righteous
desires and actions.

InJohn chapter 15, verse 9, we read, “As
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.”
Andthenwe are given an invitation: “Continue ye
in my love.”

In thenext verse, we are given the way to con-
tinue in His love: “If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love”

We then see the purpose of keeping the
commandments inverse 11: “These things have
I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full”

Through true covenant discipleship, we can
begin to understand better the nature of God and
the joy that He wants all of His children to ex-
perience. We can also begin to understand some
principles that at first might seem confusing. For
example, how can God have a fulness of joy when
some of His children are suffering so much? The
answer lies in God’s perfect perspective and in
His perfect plan. He sees us from the beginning
to our glorious potential future. He has provided
a way, through His Son, Jesus Christ, for all of us,
His children, to overcome the pains, suffering,
sins, guilt, and loneliness of our mortality.God
has provided for us the way and the choice.

Examples of those who have experienced
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sunt perfect aliniati in ceea ce priveste scopul si
dragostea. Deoarece Dumnezeu si Isus Hristos ne
iubesc, ni se ofera ocazia si privilegiul, in calitate
de ucenici adevarati, de a face legdminte cu Ei.
Facind astfel, relatia noastra cu Hristos creste:
»51 acum, datorita legdméntului pe care l-ati
facut, veti fi numiti copiii lui Hristos, fiii si fiicele
Lui; cdci iatd, in ziua aceasta El v-a nédscut pe voi
spiritual; caci voi spuneti cd inimile voastre sunt
schimbate prin credintd in numele Lui; de aceea,
voi v-ati nascut din El si ati devenit fiii si fiicele
Lui”

In calitate de ucenici, cAnd facem si tinem
legaminte sacre, suntem binecuvantati cu pute-
re spirituald. Avem o legatura cu Hristos si cu
Dumnezeu Tatal printr-o relatie speciala si pu-
tem simti dragostea si bucuria Lor intr-o masura
rezervata celor care au facut si au tinut legaminte.
Capacitatea noastrd de a simti méasura deplind
a dragostei lui Dumnezeu sau de a rdiméne in
dragostea Sa depinde de dorintele si actiunile
noastre drepte.

Inloan, capitolul 15, versetul 9, citim: ,,Cum
M-a jubit pe Mine Tatél, asa v-am iubit si Eu pe
voi”. Iar,apoi, ni se face o invitatie: ,,Radméneti in
dragostea mea”.

Inversetul urmitor, ni se oferd calea de a
continua in dragostea Sa: ,,Dacd paziti poruncile
Mele, veti ramane in dragostea Mea, dupa cum si
Eu am pazit poruncile Tatalui Meu, si raiméan in
dragostea Lui”

Apoi, vedem scopul respectarii poruncilor,
inversetul 11: ,V-am spus aceste lucruri, pentru
ca bucuria Mea s ramana in voi, si bucuria voas-
trd sd fie deplind”

Prin ucenicia adevarata ardtata prin legamin-
te, putem incepe sa intelegem mai bine natura lui
Dumnezeu si bucuria pe care El doreste ca toti
copiii Sai sd o simtd. De asemenea, putem incepe
sa intelegem unele principii care, la inceput, ar
putea pérea neclare. De exemplu, cum poate
Dumnezeu sd aibd o plenitudine a bucuriei cind
unii dintre copiii Séi sufera atat de mult? Rés-
punsul poate fi gasit in perspectiva perfecta a lui
Dumnezeu si in planul Sau perfect. El ne vede de
la inceput pana la viitorul nostru potential glo-
rios. El a oferit o cale, prin Fiul Sau Isus Hristos,
ca noi, toti, copiii Sai, sa biruim durerile, suferin-
tele, pacatele, vinovatia si singurdtatea din viata
noastra muritoare. Dumnezeu ne-a oferit calea si
alegerea.

Exemplele de persoane care au avut parte de
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joy through discipleship might help us to better
understand this concept. Perhaps you have heard
the phrase that we are only as happy as our most
unhappy child. I have seen that this does not
need to be the case. My 94-year-old mother has
over 200 living descendants. At any given point,
at least one of the 200 is going to be unhappy. If
this statement were true, my mother would be in
a perpetual state of unhappiness, which she isn't.
Those who know her know how joyful she is.

I now would like to share another experi-
ence. In January of 2019, my wife, Debbie, and I
were invited into the office of President Nelson.
He had positioned a chair close to us, and we
sat almost knee to knee. After extending to us
our current calling, President Nelson turned to
Debbie and focused on her. He was kind, loving,
gentle, and full of joy, like the perfect father or
grandfather. He held Debbie’s hand and patted it,
reassuring her that it would be OK and that our
family would be blessed. It seemed to us at that
moment that we were the most important people
to him and that he had all the time in the world
for us. We left his office that Friday afternoon
feeling reassured, loved, and joyful.

On Monday we saw the news. During that
same day that President Nelson had spent with
us, one of his daughters had passed away from
cancer. We were stunned. Our hearts were full as
we mourned for him and his family. Our hearts
were also full of gratitude for his Christlike atten-
tion to us while mourning for his daughter who
was suffering.

As we pondered this experience, we asked
ourselves, “How could he be so kind, loving, and
even joyful at such a difficult time?” The answer
is becausehe knows. He knows that Christ has
been victorious. He knows he will be with his
daughter again and will spend an eternity with
her. Joy and eternal perspective come through
being bound to the Savior by making and keep-
ing covenants and through Christlike disciple-
ship.

President Nelson has taught: “Just as the
Savior offers peace that ‘passeth all understand-
ing’ [Philippians 4:7], He also offers an intensity,
depth, and breadth of joy that defy human logic
or mortal comprehension. For example, it doesn’t
seem possible to feel joy when your child suffers
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bucurie prin ucenicie ne-ar putea ajuta sa intele-
gem mai bine acest concept. Poate ati auzit expre-
sia potrivit careia suntem la fel de fericiti precum
cel mai nefericit copil al nostru. Am vazut ca nu
trebuie sa fie neapdrat asa. Mama mea, in varsta
de 94 de ani, are peste 200 de urmasi in viatd. La
un moment dat, cel putin unul dintre cei 200 va
fi nefericit. Daca aceastd afirmatie ar fi adevarats,
mama mea ar fi intr-o stare perpetud de neferici-
re, ceea ce nu se intdmpla. Cei care o cunosc stiu
cat de vesela este.

Acum as dori sd impartasesc o altd experien-
t4. In luna ianuarie a anului 2019, eu si cu sotia
mea Debbie am fost invitati in biroul presedin-
telui Nelson. Déansul si-a pus un scaun aproape
de noi si aproape ca genunchii ni se atingeau.
Dupa ce ne-a oferit chemarea noastra actuald,
presedintele Nelson s-a intors citre Debbie si s-a
concentrat asupra ei. A fost bland, iubitor, amabil
si plin de bucurie, ca un tata sau bunic perfect. A
tinut-o de mana pe Debbie si i-a mangaiat mana,
asigurand-o cd va fi in regula si ca familia noastra
va fi binecuvéntata. A péarut in acel moment ca
eram cei mai importanti oameni pentru dansul
si cd avea tot timpul din lume pentru noi. Am
plecat din biroul sdu in acea vineri dupd-amiaza
simtindu-ne linistiti, iubiti si bucurosi.

Luni, am vazut stirile. In cursul aceleiasi zile
pe care presedintele Nelson a petrecut-o cu noi,
una dintre fiicele sale a murit de cancer. Am fost
uluiti! Inimile noastre au fost coplesite pe masura
ce am jelit pentru dénsul si familia sa. Inimile
noastre au fost, de asemenea, pline de recunos-
tinta pentru atentia sa asemdnatoare celei a lui
Hristos fata de noi, in timp ce jelea pentru fiica sa
care suferea.

Cugetand asupra acestei experiente, ne-am
intrebat: ,,Cum a putut fi atit de bun, iubitor
si chiar vesel intr-un moment atat de dificil?”.
Réspunsul este pentru cadénsul stie. Dansul stie
ca Hristos a fost biruitor. Dansul stie cd va fi din
nou alaturi de fiica sa si ca va petrece o eternitate
cu ea. Bucuria si perspectiva eternd vin din a fi
legat de Salvator prin faptul de a face si a tine
legaminte si prin ucenicia asemdnatoare celei a
lui Hristos.

Presedintele Nelson ne-a invitat: ,,Tot asa
cum Salvatorul oferd pacea care «intrece orice
pricepere» [Filipeni 4:7], El ofera, de asemenea,
o bucurie intensd, profunda si imensa care nu
tine cont de logica omeneasca sau de intelegerea
muritoare. De exemplu, pare imposibil sa simti
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with an incurable illness or when you lose your
job or when your spouse betrays you. Yet that is
precisely the joy the Savior offers.”

As we make and keep covenants, we will
naturally turn outward and have a desire to help
others feel the measure of joy and love we feel
in our covenantal relationships. We can be part
of the greatest cause on the earth today—the
gathering of Israel. We can help to bring God’s
children to Christ. As the prophet Jacob taught,
“And blessed art thou; for because ye have been
diligent in laboring with me in my vineyard, and
have kept my commandments, and have brought
unto me again the natural fruit, ... ye shall have
joy with me because of the fruit of my vineyard.”

As we bind ourselves to act as covenant dis-
ciples, in whatever our level of capacity, our rela-
tionship with the Father and the Son is enriched,
our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspective
expanded. We then are endowed with power and
can feel joy in a measure reserved for God’s true
covenant disciples.In the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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bucurie cand copilul tiu suferd de o boala incu-
rabila sau cand iti pierzi locul de munca sau cand
sotul sau sotia te insald. Totusi, in pofida acestor
incercdri, Salvatorul ne oferd bucurie”.

Pe masura ce facem si tinem legaminte, ne
vom indrepta, in mod firesc, spre ceilalti si vom
avea dorinta de a-i ajuta pe altii sa simta masura
bucuriei si a dragostei pe care o simtim in relatii-
le noastre de legamant. Putem face parte din cea
mai méreatd cauza de pe pamant din prezent -
adunarea lui Israel.Putem ajuta la aducerea copi-
ilor lui Dumnezeu la Hristos. Profetul Iacov ne-a
invitat: ,,Si fiti binecuvéntati cci [pentru ci] voi
ati fost harnici lucrdnd cu mine in via mea si ati
tinut poruncile mele si mi-ati adus iarési rodul fi-
resc... va veti bucura impreuna cu mine datoritd
rodului viei mele”.

Pe masurd ce ne angajam sd actionam ca
ucenici prin legdmant, indiferent de capacitatea
noastrd, relatia noastrd cu Tatal si cu Fiul este im-
bogatitd, bucuria noastra este sporita si perspec-
tiva noastra eterna este extinsd. Atunci suntem
inzestrati cu putere si putem simti bucurie intr-o
madsurd rezervata ucenicilor adevarati prin lega-
mant ai lui Dumnezeu.In numele sacru al lui Isus
Hristos, amin.
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