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Participate to Prepare for Christ’s Return

By Elder Steven D. Shumway
Of the Seventy

Participati pentru a va pregati pentru intoarcerea lui Hristos

Virstnicul Steven D. Shumway
din Cei Saptezeci

April 2025 general conference

Callings and other ways we embark in God’s work
uniquely prepare us to meet the Savior.

A few months ago, I was standing in a hall
when Elder Neil L. Andersen walked by. I had
just been called as a new General Authority. Like-
ly sensing my feelings of inadequacy, he smiled
and said, “Well, there looks like a man who has
no idea what he is doing”

And I thought, “There is a true prophet and
seer.

Elder Andersen then whispered, “Don’t
worry, Elder Shumway. It gets better—in five or
six years.”

Have you ever wondered why we are asked
to do things in God’s kingdom that feel beyond
our reach? With life’s demands, have you asked
why we even need callings in the Church? Well,
I have.

And I got an answer in general conference
when President Russell M. Nelson said, “Now is
the time for you and for me to prepare for the
Second Coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Christ”When President Nelson said this,
the Spirit taught me that as we participate in
God’s work, we prepare ourselves and others for
Christ’s return. The Lord’s promise is compel-
ling that callings, ministering, temple worship,
following promptings, and other ways we embark
in God’s work uniquely prepare us to meet the
Savior.

God Is Pleased When We Engage in His
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Chemdirile si alte moduri in care ne imbarcam in
lucrarea Domnului ne pregitesc in mod unic sd-L
intalnim pe Salvator.

Cu cateva luni in urma, staiteam intr-un hol
cand varstnicul Neil L. Andersen a trecut pe aco-
lo. Tocmai fusesem chemat in calitate de autori-
tate generald. Dandu-si seama cd probabil nu ma
simteam pregatit, a zambit si a spus: ,,Ei bine, iata
un om care habar nu are ce face”

Si, m-am gandit: ,,Jatd un profet si un vazator
adevarat”.

Varstnicul Andersen a soptit apoi: ,Nu-ti
face griji, varstnice Shumway. Va fi mai bine - in
cinci sau sase ani.”

V-ati intrebat vreodata de ce ni se cere s
facem lucruri in imparétia lui Dumnezeu care
par a fi peste puterile noastre? Avand in vedere
numeroasele cerinte ale vietii, v-ati intrebat de
ce mai avem nevoie de chemari in Biserica? Eu
m-am intrebat.

Am primit un raspuns in cadrul conferintei
generale, cdnd presedintele Russell M. Nelson a
spus: ,,Acum este timpul in care dumneavoastra
si cu mine sd ne pregdtim pentru a Doua Venire
a Domnului si Salvatorului nostru, Isus Hristos”
Cand dansul a spus acest lucru, Spiritul m-a
invatat cd, pe masura ce participam la lucrarea lui
Dumnezeu, ne pregitim pe noi insine si pe cei-
lalti pentru intoarcerea lui Hristos. Promisiunea
Domnului este convingdtoare: chemarile, pasto-
rirea, slujirea in templu, urmarea indemnurilor si
alte moduri prin care ne imbarcam sa-I slujim lui
Dumnezeu ne pregitesc, in mod unic, pentru a-L
intélni pe Salvator.

Dumnezeu este multumit cand ne an-
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Work

In “the majesty of this moment,’as God’s
kingdom expands and temples dot the earth,
there is a growing need for willing souls to en-
gage in God’s work. Selflessly serving is the very
essence of Christlike discipleship. But serving
is rarely convenient. This is why I admire you
covenant-keeping disciples, including our dear
missionaries, who set aside your desires and
challenges to serve God by serving His children.
God “delights to honor [you for serving Him]
in righteousness.” He promises, “Great shall be
[your] reward and eternal shall be [your] glo-
ry” When we say yes to serving, we are saying yes
to Jesus Christ. And when we say yes to Christ,
we are saying yes to the most abundant life pos-
sible.

I learned this lesson while working and
studying chemical engineering in college. I was
asked to be the activities planner for a singles
ward. This was my nightmare calling. Still, I
accepted, and at first it was drudgery. Then at one
activity a beautiful girl was smitten by the way I
served the ice cream. She returned three times,
hoping to catch my attention. We fell in love, and
she proposed to me just two weeks later. Well,
maybe it wasn’t quite that fast, and I was the one
who proposed, but the truth is this: I shudder to
think of missing out on Heidi had I said no to
that calling.

Our Participation Is Preparation for
Christ's Return

We engage in God’s work not because God
needs us but because we need God and His
mighty blessings. He promises, “For, behold, I
will bless all those who labor in my vineyard with
a mighty blessing”Let me share three principles
that teach how our participation in God’s work
blesses and helps us prepare to meet the Savior.

First, as we participate, we progress toward
({3 . »
the measure of [our] creation.

We learn this pattern in the account of the

Creation. After each day of labor, God acknowl-
edged the progress made by saying, “It was
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gajamin lucrarea Sa

in »maretia acestui moment*, cand impa-
ratia lui Dumnezeu se extinde si templele im-
panzesc pamantul, exista o nevoie tot mai mare
de suflete dornice sa se angajeze in lucrarea lui
Dumnezeu. Slujirea altruistd este insasi esenta
uceniciei asemanatoare lui Hristos. Dar sluji-
rea este rareori comoda. De aceea va admir pe
voi, ucenicii care tineti legamintele si care lasati
deoparte dorintele si incercérile voastre pentru
a-L sluji pe Dumnezeu in mod altruist slujindu-i
copiilor Sai. Dumnezeu ,,ii [cinsteste] pe aceia
care [11] slujesc in dreptate” El promite ca ,,Mare
va fi rasplata lor si vesnica va fi slava lor.“Cand
spunem da slujirii, spunem da lui Isus Hristos. Si,
cand spunem da lui Hristos, spunem da celei mai
imbelsugate vieti posibile.

Am invétat aceasta in timp ce lucram si stu-
diam ingineria chimica la facultate. Mi s-a cerut
sa planific activitatile intr-o episcopie pentru
cei necdsatoriti. Aceasta a fost chemarea mea de
cosmar. Totusi, am acceptat si la inceput a fost
o corvoada. Pand in timpul unei activitati, cand
o fatd frumoasa a fost impresionatd de modul
in care serveam inghetata. A venit de trei ori,
sperand sa-mi atragd atentia. Ne-am indragostit,
iar ea m-a cerut in casatorie doua saptamani mai
tarziu. Ei, bine, poate ca nu a fost chiar atat de re-
pede si eu am fost cel care a cerut-o in cdsatorie,
dar adevarul este ca ma cutremur gandindu-ma
ca as fi putut rata intalnirea cu Heidi dacd as fi
spus nu acelei chemadri.

Participarea noastra inseamna pregati-
re pentru intoarcerea lui Hristos

Ne angajam in lucrarea lui Dumnezeu nu
pentru cd Dumnezeu are nevoie de noi, ci pentru
cd noi avem nevoie de Dumnezeu si de bine-
cuvantarile Sale. Domnul ne promite: ,,Pentru
cd, iatd, Eu 1i voi binecuvanta pe toti aceia care
lucreaza in via Mea cu o binecuvantare puter-
nica“. Permiteti-mi sa impartdsesc trei principii
care ne invata modul in care participarea noastra
ne binecuvanteazd si ne ajutd sa ne pregdtim sa-L
intalnim pe Salvator.

Primul, pe masura ce participam la lucrarea
lui Dumnezeu, progresam treptat spre ,,mdsura
creatiei [noastre]”.

Invatam acest tipar in relatarea despre creare.
Dupid fiecare zi de muncd, Dumnezeu a confir-
mat progresul facut spunand ,,lucrul acesta era
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good.”He did not say the work was finished nor
that it was perfect. But what He did say was that
there was progress, and in God’s eyes, that is
good!

Callings do not determine or validate a
person’s worth or worthiness. Rather, as we labor
with God in whatever way He asks, we grow into
the measure of our own creation.

God rejoices in our progress, and so should
we, even when we still have work to do. At times
we may lack the strength or the means to serve
in a calling.Still, we can engage in the work and
protect our testimonies through meaningful
ways like prayer and scripture study. Our loving
Heavenly Father does not condemn us when we
are willing but unable to serve.

Second, serving elevates our homes and
churches into holy places where we can practice
covenant living.

For example, our covenant to always remem-
ber Christ is made individually, but this covenant
is lived as we serve others.Callings surround
us with opportunities to “bear ... one another’s
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ”When we
serve because we love God and want to live our
covenants, service that seems dutiful and drain-
ing becomes joyful and transformative.

Ordinances don’t save us because they fulfill
a heavenly checklist. Rather, when we live the
covenants connected with these ordinances, we
become the kind of person who wants to be in
God’s presence. This understanding overcomes
hesitations to serve or preferences not to serve.
Our preparation to meet Jesus Christ accelerates
when we stop asking what God will permit and
start asking what God would prefer.

Third, participating in God’s work helps us
receive God’s gift of grace and feel His greater
love.

We do not receive financial compensation
for serving. Instead, scripture teaches that for our
“labor [we are] to receive the grace of God, that
[we] might wax strong in the Spirit, [have] the
knowledge of God, [and] teach with power and
authority from God.”That is a very good trade!

Because of God’s grace, our abilities or in-
abilities are not the principal basis for extending
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bun” El nu a spus cé lucrarea este terminata sau
perfecta. Dar ceea ce a spus El a fost c4, in fiecare
zi, a fost progres si, in ochii lui Dumnezeu, aceas-
ta este bine.

Chemarile nu determina sau valideaza valoa-
rea sau demnitatea unei persoane. Ci, pe masura
ce lucrdm aldturi de Dumnezeu, in orice fel ni se
cere, ajungem la masura propriei creari..

Dumnezeu Se bucura de progresul nostru si
la fel ar trebui sa facem si noi, chiar si cand mai
avem de lucru. Uneori, s-ar putea sd ne lipseasca
taria sau mijloacele de a sluji intr-o chemare.
Totusi, ne putem angaja in lucrare si ne putem
proteja mdrturia prin moduri semnificative, cum
ar fl rugaciunea si studiul scripturilor. Tatal nos-
tru Ceresc iubitor nu ne condamna atunci cand
suntem dornici, dar nu putem sluji.

Al doilea, slujirea ne transforma casele si bi-
sericile in locuri sfinte in care putem tréi potrivit
legamintelor.

De exemplu, legdmantul nostru de a ne
aminti intotdeauna de Hristos este facut indivi-
dual, dar acest legamant este tinut pe masura ce
slujim altora.Chemarile ne inconjoara cu ocazii
de ,,a purta poverile unii altora, implinind astfel
legea lui Hristos“.Cand slujim pentru ca Il iubim
pe Dumnezeu si vrem sa trdim potrivit legamin-
telor noastre, slujirea care, odatd, era o indatorire
epuizantd devine plina de bucurie si transforma-
toare.

Rénduielile nu ne salveaza pentru ca indepli-
nesc cerintele de pe o lista cereascd. Mai degraba,
cand trdim potrivit legamintelor asociate acestor
randuieli, devenim genul de persoane care doresc
sa fie in prezenta lui Dumnezeu. Aceasta intele-
gere depaseste ezitdrile de a sluji sau preferintele
de a nu sluji. Pregatirea noastra pentru a-L intal-
ni pe Hristos accelereazd atunci cand incetam sa
ne intrebam ce va permite Dumnezeu si incepem
sa intrebam ce ar prefera Dumnezeu.

Al treilea, participarea la lucrarea lui Dum-
nezeu ne ajutd s primim ca dar harul lui Dum-
nezeu si sa simtim dragostea Sa.

Nu primim compensatie financiara pentru
slujire. In schimb, scriptura ne invati ca, ,,pentru
munca [noastra, urmeazd] sa [primim] harul lui
Dumnezeu ca sd [devenim] tari in Spirit, avind
cunostinte de la Dumnezeu [si]... [sd invitam]
cu putere si autoritate de la Dumnezeu”. Aceasta
este un schimb foarte bun!

Datoritd harului lui Dumnezeu, capacitatile
sau incapacitétile noastre nu sunt temeiul princi-

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Shumway-April 2025-English/Romanian

or accepting a calling. God does not expect per-
fect performance or exceptional talent to partic-
ipate in His work. If so, Queen Esther would not
have saved her nation, Peter would not have led
the early Church, and Joseph Smith would not be
the Prophet of the Restoration.

As we act in faith to do something beyond
our abilities, our weakness is exposed. This is
never comfortable, but it is necessary for us to
“know that it is by [God’s] grace ... that we have
power to do these things”

We will fall many times as we engage in
God’s work. But in our effort, Jesus Christ catches
us. He gradually lifts us to experience salvation
from failure and fear and from feeling like we
will never be enough.When we consecrate our
meager but best effort, God magnifies it. When
we sacrifice for Jesus Christ, He sanctifies us.This
is the transformative power of God’s grace. As we
serve, we grow in grace until we are prepared to
“be lifted up by the Father, to stand before [Jesus
Christ]”

Help Others Receive and Rejoice in the
Gift of Callings

I do not know all the Savior will ask me
when I stand before Him, but perhaps one ques-
tion will be “Who did you bring with you?”-
Callings are sacred gifts from a loving Heavenly
Father to help bring others with us to Jesus
Christ.So I invite leaders and each of us to more
intentionally seek those without callings. Encour-
age and help them engage in God’s work to help
them prepare for Christ’s return.

John was not active in the Church when his
bishop visited and told him that the Lord had
a work for him to do. He invited John to quit
smoking. Although John had tried many times
to stop, this time he felt an unseen power helping
him.

Just three weeks later, the stake president vis-
ited John. He called him to serve in the bishopric.
John was shocked. He told the stake president
he had just quit smoking. If this meant he would
have to abandon his tradition of attending
professional football games on Sunday, well, that
was just too much to ask. The stake president’s
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pal pentru oferirea sau acceptarea unei chemari.
Dumnezeu nu asteapta o indeplinire perfectd sau
un talent exceptional pentru a participa la lucra-
rea Sa. Dacd ar fi fost asa, imparateasa Estera nu
si-ar fi salvat poporul, Petru nu ar fi condus Bise-
rica din perioada de inceput, iar Joseph Smith nu
ar fi fost profetul restaurarii.

Pe mdsura ce actiondm cu credinta pentru
a face ceva peste capacitatile noastre, slabiciu-
nile noastre devin vizibile. Acest lucru nu este
niciodatd confortabil, dar este necesar ca sa ,,stim
cd, prin harul [lui Dumnezeu]... avem puterea sa
facem aceste lucruri”

Vom ciadea de multe ori pe masura ce ne
angajam in lucrarea lui Dumnezeu. Ins3, in efor-
tul nostru, Isus Hristos ne prinde. El ne ridica
treptat pentru a simti salvarea de la esecurile si
temerile noastre si de la sentimentul cd nu vom
fi niciodata suficient de buni.Cand ne consacram
efortul modest, dar cel mai bun, Dumnezeu il
amplifica.Cand facem sacrificii pentru Hristos,
El ne sfinteste. Aceasta este puterea care trans-
forma a harului lui Dumnezeu. Pe mésura ce
slujim, crestem in harul lui Dumnezeu pana cand
suntem pregatiti sa ,,[fim] inaltati de céatre Tatal,
pentru ca sd [stdm] inaintea [lui Isus Hristos]”

Ajutati-i pe altii sa primeasca si sa se
bucure de darul reprezentat de chemari.

Nu stiu tot ce ma va intreba Salvatorul cAnd
voi sta inaintea Sa, dar poate ca o intrebare va fi:
»Pe cine ai adus cu tine?”. Chemarile sunt daruri
sacre de la un Tata Ceresc iubitor care ne ajuta
sa-i aducem pe altii cu noi la Hristos.Invit pe
conducatori si pe fiecare dintre noi sa-i cautam in
mod intentionat pe cei fird chemare. Incurajati-i
si ajutati-i sa se angajeze in lucrarea Domnului
pentru a-i ajuta sd se pregdteasca pentru intoar-
cerea lui Hristos.

John nu era activ in Biserica cand episco-
pul sau l-a vizitat si i-a spus cd Domnul avea o
lucrare pe care dorea ca el s-o faca. L-a invitat pe
John sa renunte la fumat. Desi John incercase de
multe ori sa se opreascd, de data aceasta a simtit
o0 putere nevazuta care il ajuta.

Apoi, dupa doar trei sdptamani, presedintele
de tirus l-a vizitat pe John. Acesta l-a chemat sa
slujeasca in episcopat. John a fost socat. El i-a
spus presedintelui de tarus ca tocmai renunta-
se la fumat. Dacd aceasta insemna ca ar trebui
sa renunte la traditia de a urmari meciurile de
fotbal de duminica, ei bine, i se cerea prea mult.
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inspired response was simple: “John, I am not
asking you; the Lord is”

To which John replied, “Well, if that is the
case, I will serve”

John told me that these sacrifices to serve
were the spiritual turning points for him and for
his family.

I wonder if we have a blind spot, failing to
extend callings to individuals who, to our mortal
view, appear unlikely or unworthy. Or we may be
more concerned with a culture of performance
than with the doctrine of progression, neglecting
to see how the Savior increases capacity in the
unlikely and the unproven by giving them oppor-
tunities to serve.

Elder David A. Bednar teaches the impor-
tance of the scriptural mandate to “letevery
[woman and] manlearn[their] duty, and to
act”Do we do this? When leaders and parents let
others learn and act for themselves, they blossom
and flourish.While the easier path may be to
give faithful members a second calling, the more
excellent way is to invite the unlikely to serve and
let them learn and grow.

If Christ were physically here, He would visit
the sick, teach the Sunday School class, sit with
the heartbroken young woman, and bless the
children. He can do His own work.But He lives
this principle of letting us act and learn, so He
sends us in His place.

With participation in God’s work comes
“the right, privilege, and responsibility to rep-
resent the Lord [Jesus Christ]”When we serve
to magnify Christ and not ourselves,our service
becomes joyful. When others leave our class,
meeting, ministering visit, or activity remem-
bering Christ more than they remember us, the
work is energizing.

In earnestly seeking to represent the Sav-
ior, we become more like Him.That is the best
preparation for the sacred moment when each of
us will kneel and confess that Jesus is the Christ,
which I witness that He is and that President
Russell M. Nelson is His “voice ... unto the ends
of the earth” to help us “prepare ... for that which
is to come.”In the sacred name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Réspunsul inspirat al presedintelui de tarus a fost
simplu: ,,John, nu eu iti cer acest lucru; Domnul
ti-1 cere”

Tar John a raspuns: ,,In acest caz, voi sluji”.

John mi-a spus ca aceste sacrificii pentru a
sluji au fost punctele de cotitura spirituale pentru
el si familia sa.

Ma intreb dacd nu cumva, uneori, avem un
unghi mort, nereusind sd oferim chemari persoa-
nelor care, din perspectiva noastrd de muritori,
par nepotrivite sau nedemne. Sau am putea fi mai
preocupati de o culturd a realizdrilor decat de
principiul doctrinar privind progresul, neglijand
sa vedem cum Salvatorul creste capacitatea celor
nepotriviti sau care nu au dovedit, oferindu-le
ocazii de a sluji.

Varstnicul David A. Bednar ne-a invatat
despre importanta mandatului din scripturi de
a ,,[lasa]fiecare [femeie si fiecare barbat] sa-siin-
veteindatorirea sa si sd actioneze”. Facem acest
lucru? Cand conducatorii si parintii permit altora
sa invete si sd actioneze ei insisi, acestia infloresc
si se dezvoltd.Desi calea mai usoara poate fi sé le
acorzi membrilor credinciosi o a doua chemare,
cea mai excelentd este sa-i invitati pe cei mai
putin probabil sa slujeasca si sa-i lasati sa invete
si sa creasca.

Dacad Hristos ar fi fizic aici, El ar vizita bol-
navii, ar preda la clasa Scolii de duminica, ar sta
cu tnara fata cu inima frantd si i-ar binecuvéanta
pe copii. El poate face Propria Sa lucrare.Dar El
traieste potrivit acestui principiu de a ne lasa sa
actiondm si sa invitdm, asa cd ne trimite in locul
Sau.

Odaté cu participarea la lucrarea lui Dumne-
zeu vin ,,dreptul, privilegiul si responsabilitatea
de a-L reprezenta pe Domnul”. Cand slujim pen-
tru a-L preaslavi pe Hristos si nu pe noi,slujirea
noastrd devine plina de bucurie. Cand altii pleaca
dupa clasa, adunarea, vizita de pastorire sau ac-
tivitatea noastrd aducandu-si aminte de Hristos
mai mult decat de noi, lucrarea este energizanta.

Cautand cu sinceritate sa-L reprezentam pe
Salvator, devenim mai asemanatori Lui.Aceasta
este cea mai buna pregatire pentru momentul
sacru in care fiecare dintre noi va ingenunchea
si va marturisi ca Isus este Hristosul, ceea ce eu
marturisesc cd El este, si cd presedintele Russell
M. Nelson este ,,[glasul Sau]... pana la marginile
pamantului” pentru a ne ajuta ,,[sd ne pregatim]
pentru ceea ce va veni”. In numele sacru al lui
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Isus Hristos, amin.
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