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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
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Este bucurie in cer pentru cei care se intorc. Nu
este prea tdrziu sd vd intoarcefi.

La un moment dat, am locuit intr-o casa
inconjurata de copaci maiestuosi.Langd intrare
era o salcie frumoasi. Intr-o noapte trista, a batut
o furtund puternica si salcia s-a prabusit. Era
doborata la pamént cu radacinile smulse si era o
priveliste jalnica.

Eram gata sa pornesc drujba si s tai copacul
pentru lemne de foc cand vecinul nostru a iesit
alergand sd ma opreascd. M-a mustrat pentru ca
renuntam la copac si ne-a indemnat insistent sa
nu scdpam de el. Apoi, ne-a ardtat o radacina care
era inca in pamant si a spus ca, daca sustinem
copacul sa stea drept, ii taiem ramurile si il ingri-
jim, radécinile se vor prinde din nou in pamant.

Eram sceptic si md indoiam cum ar putea un
copac, evident cdzut si cu probleme, sa supravie-
tuiascd si sa revind la viata. M-am gandit ca, daca
ar incepe cumva sa creasca din nou, cu siguranta
nu ar supravietui urmatoarei furtuni. Dar, stiind
cd vecinul nostru credea cé acel copac mai avea
un viitor, am urmat planul.

Rezultatul? Dupd ceva timp, am vazut semne
de viatd pe masura ce copacul a inceput s prinda
radacini. Acum, 12 ani mai tarziu, copacul este
ferm si plin de viatd, cu rddacini puternice si con-
tribuie din nou la frumusetea peisajului.

In timp ce ma intalnesc cu sfinti din intrea-
ga lume, imi aduc aminte de aceasta salcie si de
faptul ca exista speranta chiar si cAnd totul pare
pierdut. Unii au avut, odata, marturii despre
Evanghelie care erau puternice si ferme precum
salcia. Apoi, din motive personale unice, acele
marturii s-au diminuat, ducénd la pierderea
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slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:

“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
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credintei. Altii sunt ancorati in pamantul Evan-
gheliei prin cea mai subtire rddacina.

Totusi, din nou si din nou, sunt inspirat
de povestirile atdt de multora care au ales sa-si
reinnoiascd ucenicia si sd se intoarca la caminul
lor din Biserica. In loc sd scape de credinta si
crezul lor ca de niste lemne de foc fard valoare, ei
au raspuns indemnurilor spirituale si invitatiilor
pline de dragoste de a se intoarce.

Am participat la o conferintd de tirus in Co-
reea, in cadrul careia un membru care s-a intors
la Bisericd a impartasit: ,,Le multumesc fratilor
pentru bunévointa lor de a accepta lipsa mea
de credinta si sldbiciunea mea, pentru cd m-au
contactat si pentru membrii care sunt intotdeau-
na atat de buni cu mine. Incd am multi prieteni
in jurul meu care sunt mai putin activi. Este
amuzant, dar isi spun unul altuia sa se intoarca
la Biserica pentru a-si recapdta credinta. Cred ca
poate ei, toti,tanjesc dupa credinta”

Pe toti aceia care tanjiti dupa credintd, va
invitdm sd reveniti. Va promit ca, pe mdsurd
ce preaslaviti din nou alédturi de sfinti, credinta
dumneavoastra poate fi intarita.

Un fost misionar din Africa i-a scris unui
conduciator senior al Bisericii, cerandu-si scuze si
cautand iertare pentru ca s-a simtit jignit de in-
vataturile lui despre o anumit traditie a culturii,
care, apoi, l-au determinat sd pardseasca Bise-
rica. El a spus cu umilinta: ,, Din pacate, faptul
ca m-am simtit jignit acum 15 ani m-a facut sa
platesc un pret extrem de greu.Am pierdut atat
de mult- mult mai mult decat mi-am imaginat
vreodatd. Sunt profund jenat de raul pe care l-am
provocat de-a lungul drumului, dar, mai pre-
sus de toate, sunt multumit ca am gésit drumul
inapoi”

Pe toti cei care recunoasteti ceea ce ati pier-
dut, va invitam sa va intoarceti pentru a putea
gusta din nou fructul plin de bucuria binecuvan-
tarilor Evangheliei.

O sora din Statele Unite nu mai fusese la
bisericd de multi ani. Povestea despre intoarcerea
ei include lectii puternice pentru périntii si mem-
brii familiei care suferd din cauza celor dragi care
se indepérteazd. Ea a scris:

»As putea enumera o multitudine de moti-
ve pentru care m-am indepartat de Bisericd, de
Evanghelie i, intr-un fel, de familia mea. Dar ele
chiar nu conteaza. Nu am luat o singura hotarare
importanta de a pardsi Biserica - probabil ca am
facut o mie de alegeri. Dar un lucru pe care l-am
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parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.

“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to
me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary
to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
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stiut intotdeauna este cd parintii mei au luat o
hotérare importantd si s-au tinut de ea. Au hota-
rat sa ma iubeasca.

Nu am cum sd stiu céte lacrimi au fost var-
sate, cite nopti au fost nedormite si cite cuvinte
sincere au fost rostite in rugaciune pentru mine.
Ei nu m-au aratat cu degetul pentru pdcatele
mele; mai degrabd, m-au chemat din pacatose-
nia mea. Nu m-au facut sa ma simt nedoritd in
casa lor si la adunarile de familie; oricare au fost
sentimentele pe care le-am trdit si pentru care
eu am fost responsabila. In schimb, au continuat
sa ma intimpine cu bucurie. Trebuie sé fi vazut
cd lumina mea s-a estompat cu timpul. Dar ei au
stiut cd persoana care eram atunci era doar o um-
bra a ceea ce urma sa devin.

Asa cum drumul meu departe de Bisericd a
fost complex, tot asa a fost si drumul meu inapoi.
Dar un lucru pentru care nu mi-a fost greu sa ma
intorc a fost ca am avut sentimentul ca ma intor-
ceam acasa, acolo unde imi este locul”.

Mesajul meu de astazi este special pentru toti
cei care au simtit candva Spiritul, dar se intreabd
dacd exista o cale de intoarcere sau un loc pentru
ei in Biserica restauratd a lui Isus Hristos. Este, de
asemenea, pentru toti cei care abia se agatd sau
care sunt ispititi sa se indeparteze.

Acest mesaj nu este o provocare si nu este o
condamnare. Este o invitatie facuta cu dragoste
si dorinta sincerd de a vd ura bun-venit inapoi in
caminul dumneavoastra spiritual.

M-am rugat ca dumneavoastra sa simtiti
marturia Duhului Sfant in timp ce ascultati acum
invitatia plind de dragoste si promisiunea mi-
nunatd pe care vi le face Salvatorul nostru Isus
Hristos:

»Nu va veti intoarce voi acum cdtre Mine si
nu va veti pocdi voi de pacatele voastre si nu va
veti converti voi pentru ca Eu sd vd pot vindeca?”.

In fiecare siptimana, multi rispund invitatiei
Salvatorului intorcandu-se la ucenicie si activi-
tate in Bisericd, cautind in liniste si cu umilinta
vindecarea pe care o promite Isus. Si, contrar
relatarilor care circuld uneori, un numar record
dintre tinerii nostri aleg sa ramana puternici si
sa-si mareasca a lor credintd in Isus Hristos.

Cand unii dintre ucenicii lui Isus din Caper-
naum au considerat invataturile Sale dificile si au
ales sd plece, El S-a intors catre apostolii Sdi si i-a
intrebat: ,Voi nu vreti sa va duceti?”

Aceasta este intrebarea la care fiecare dintre
noi trebuie sa raspunda cand trecem prin propri-
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response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?

The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”

My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to you.lt is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you

Page4 — Not an official publication

ile perioade de incercare individuale. Raspunsul
lui Petru cdtre Isus este nemuritor si rasunator:
»La cine sd ne ducem? Tu ai cuvintele vietii
vesnice”.

Asadar, in timp ce va ganditi la invitatia Sal-
vatorului de a ne intoarce la El, ce puteti invita
din povestirea despre salcie?

Adesea, célatoria inapoi nu este usoard sau
placutd, dar meritd sa fie facutd. Cand salcia
noastra a fost ridicata la loc, toate ramurile ei au
fost tdiate. Nu a fost frumoasa. Si noi ne pu-
tem simti vulnerabili cand renuntdm la vechile
obiceiuri si ne eliberam de mandrie.Faptul de a
va concentra credinta asupra lui Isus Hristos si a
Evangheliei Sale — asupra trunchiului si radécini-
lor - va va oferi speranta si curajul de a face acel
prim pas inapoi.

A fost nevoie de multi ani pentru ca salcia
noastra si-si recapete puterea si frumusetea de
odinioara. Acum este chiar mai puternica si mai
frumoasa decat inainte. Fiti si dumneavoastra
rabdatori, pe masura ce credinta si marturia
dumneavoastra cresc.Aceasta include faptul de
a nu va simti jigniti de comentariile nechibzuite,
cum ar fi: ,Unde ai fost in toti acesti ani?”.

Salcia nu ar fi supravietuit niciodata fara
ingrijire si hrand constantd. Va veti hrani credin-
ta si marturia in timp ce va ospétati la masa de
impdrtasanie in fiecare sdptamana si preaslaviti
in casa Domnului.

Asa cum salcia a avut nevoie de soare pentru
ca ramurile si frunzele ei sa creasca din nou,
tot asa marturia dumneavoastrd va creste daca
ramaneti sensibili la sentimentele si marturia
Spiritului.Invitati de la Amulec, care si-a descris
perioada in care a fost membru mai putin activ
spunand: ,,Am fost chemat de multe ori si nu am
vrut sa aud”

Vecinul meu a stiut ce putea redeveni salcia.
La fel, Domnul va cunoaste potentialul divin si ce
pot deveni credinta si marturia dumneavoastra.
El nu va renunta niciodata la dumneavoastra.
Prin ispasirea lui Isus Hristos, tot ceea ce este
frant poate fi vindecat.

Depun marturie cd este bucurie in cer pentru
cei care se intorc.Este nevoie de dumneavoastra
si sunteti iubiti. Depun marturie cd Isus Hristos
este Salvatorul nostru si ca El ii binecuvanteaza
cu mai multd pace si mai multa bucurie pe toti
cei care se intorc la El. Bratele indurdrii Sale nu
sunt incrucisate, ci sunt deschise si intinse cétre
dumneavoastra.Nu este prea tirziu sa va intoar-
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home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen. ceti.Cu toatd dragostea din inima noastra, va
uram bun-venit acasa. In numele lui Isus Hristos,
amin.
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