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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
growing in members and families, missions and
missionaries, meetinghouses and temples.

Brothers and sisters, I am so grateful to be
with you. We love you, we are grateful for you,
and we feel blessed by your prayers.

President Russell M. Nelson said at our last
conference: “Do you see what is happening right
before our eyes? I pray that we will not miss the
majesty of this moment! The Lord is indeed has-
tening His work?”

Hastening His work. “Hastening” is a word
that matters. It suggests moving quickly, ac-
celerating, and even urgency. In the growth of
the Church and the plan of Christ, hastening is
happening. And we are all a part of it.

In April 1834 in Kirtland, Ohio, the Prophet
Joseph Smith gathered all who held the priest-
hood into a little schoolhouse about 14 feet (4.3
m) square. We could fit dozens of those school-
houses in this Conference Center, with room
to spare. Joseph Smith said, “It is only a little
handful of Priesthood you see here tonight, but
this Church will fill North and South America—
it will fill the world”

That prophecy is being fulfilled “right
before our eyes.” The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is growing in members and
families, missions and missionaries, meeting-
houses and temples, and in enrollment in our
seminaries, institutes, and universities all around
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Biserica lui Isus Hristos a Sfintilor din Zilele din
Urma creste in numdrul membrilor si al familiilor,
misiunilor si misionarilor, caselor de intruniri si
templelor.

Dragii mei frati si dragile mele surori, sunt
atit de recunoscitor sa fiu impreuna cu dumnea-
voastra. Va iubim, suntem recunoscatori pentru
dumneavoastra si ne simtim binecuvéntati dato-
ritd rugdciunilor dumneavoastra.

Presedintele Russell M. Nelson ne-a spus la
ultima conferinta: ,Vedeti ce se intAmpla chiar
sub ochii nostri? Ma rog sa nu ratam maretia
acestui moment! Domnul intr-adevar grabeste
lucrarea Sa”.

Griébeste lucrarea Sa. ,,Grabeste” este un
cuvant care conteazd. Sugereaza miscare rapida,
accelerare si chiar urgentare. Grabirea lucrarii
Domnului are loc in contextul cresterii Bisericii
si a planului lui Hristos. Si cu totii ludm parte la
ea.

In luna aprilie a anului 1834, in Kirtland,
Ohio, profetul Joseph Smith i-a adunat pe toti cei
care detineau preotia intr-o casd in care era orga-
nizatd scoala, de aproximativ 18 metri patrati. Ar
putea intra zeci de astfel de scoli in acest centru
de conferinte si incd ar mai rimane loc. El a spus:
»Ceea ce vedeti aici, in aceastd seara, este doar un
numadr mic de detinatori ai preotiei, insd aceastd
Bisericd va umple America de Nord si America
de Sud - va umple paméantul”

Acea profetie se implineste ,,chiar sub ochii
nostri”. Biserica lui Isus Hristos a Sfintilor din
Zilele din Urma creste in numarul membrilor si
al familiilor, misiunilor si misionarilor, caselor de
intruniri si templelor si in numarul de inscrieri
la seminarele, institutele si universitétile noastre
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the world.

We are grateful to be on earth when the
Church is increasing in numbers and influence,
but more importantly in the hearts and lives of
its members. We are known as disciples of Jesus
Christ. We share our testimonies of Him, His
Church, His ways, and His covenant path. We are
His people, and He is our Savior.

I marvel at what President Nelson calls the
“majesty of this moment’and express profound
gratitude to the Lord for His work. I encourage
us to stand tall as His disciples, eyewitnesses of
the fulfillment of prophecy, both ancient and
modern.

There are naysayers who shout, “Lo, here!”
and ... ‘Lo, there!”just as they did in the Prophet
Joseph Smith’s time. However, they are and will
be but mere footnotes in this noble work. Re-
member the words of Joseph Smith: “No unhal-
lowed hand can stop the work from progressing;
persecutions may rage, ... but the truth of God
will go forth boldly, nobly, and independent, till
it has penetrated every continent, visited every
clime, swept every country, and sounded in every
ear, till the purposes of God shall be accom-
plished, and the Great Jehovah shall say the work
is done”

In my assignments this year, I have had a
front-row seat to the Lord hastening His work.
The Church is building temples at an unprece-
dented pace, giving more members an opportu-
nity to worship in the house of the Lord. Second,
missionary work is gathering record numbers to
the fold of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. And
third, Church education in many configurations
is at a new high in teaching those who “seek this
Jesus.”

Today the Church has 367 temples in various
stages of design, construction, or operation. And
for what purpose? The answer is proclaimed on
each temple: “Holiness to the Lord.” The temple
opens the way to the highest blessings our Father
in Heaven has for each one of us. Brothers and
sisters, we are hastening our holiness as we live
temple worthy, as we worship in the house of the
Lord, and as we make covenants with God for
ourselves and on behalf of our ancestors on the
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din intreaga lume.

Suntem recunoscétori ca ne aflam pe pamant
in aceastd perioadd in care numarul de membri
ai Bisericii si influenta ei cresc, dar este si mai
important ca aceasta influenta creste in inima si
viata membrilor ei. Suntem cunoscuti ca ucenici
ai lui Isus Hristos. Ne impartasim marturiile
despre El, Biserica Sa, caile Sale si cararea Sa a
legamintelor. Suntem poporul Sau si El este Sal-
vatorul nostru.

M3 minunez de ceea ce presedintele Nelson
numeste ,,mdretia acestui moment”si-mi exprim
profunda recunostinta Domnului pentru lucrarea
Sa. Ne incurajez pe toti sa fim curajosi in calitate
de ucenici ai Sai, martori oculari ai implinirii
profetiilor, atat din vechime, cét si din zilele
noastre.

Exista contestatari care striga: ,,«lata, aici!»
si... «Iata, acolo!»”, tot asa cum au facut in vre-
mea profetului Joseph Smith. Cu toate acestea,
ei sunt si vor fi doar note de subsol in aceasta
lucrare nobild. Amintiti-va cuvintele lui Jo-
seph Smith: ,,Nicio mana nesfintitd nu poate sd
opreasca lucrarea din progres; persecutiile se pot
dezldntui... dar adevarul lui Dumnezeu va merge
inainte fara teamd, nobil si liber, pand cand va
patrunde pe fiecare continent, va vizita fiecare
regiune, va trece peste fiecare tara si va rasuna in
fiecare ureche, pana ciand scopurile lui Dumne-
zeu vor fi realizate si Marele Iehova va spune ca
lucrarea este terminatd”

In cadrul insdrcinarilor mele din acest an, am
vazut, avand un loc in primul rand, cuam Domnul
»grabeste lucrarea Sa”. Biserica cladeste temple
intr-un ritm fard precedent, oferind mai multor
membri ocazia de a preasldvi in casa Domnului.
In al doilea rAnd, munca misionari aduna un
numar record de membri in turma Péstorului cel
Bun, Isus Hristos. Si, in al treilea rind, educatia
disponibila prin Bisericd in multe moduri este
acum accesibila la scara si mai larga, pentru cei
care-L cautd ,,pe acest Isus™

Astézi, Biserica are 367 de temple in diferite
etape de proiectare, constructie sau in functiune.
Si pentru ce scop? Rispunsul este proclamat pe
fiecare templu: ,,Sfintenie Domnului”. Templul
deschide calea catre cele mai marete binecuvan-
tari pe care Tatdl din Cer le are pentru fiecare
dintre noi. Dragi frati si surori, ne grabim sfinte-
nia pe médsura ce traim demni pentru a intra in
templu, preasldvim in casa Domnului si facem
legaminte cu Dumnezeu pentru noi insine si
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other side of the veil.

President Nelson has said: “The assaults of
the adversary are increasing exponentially, in
intensity and in variety. Our need to be in the
temple on a regular basis has never been greater.
I plead with you to take a prayerful look at how
you spend your time.”In His house we can feel
the Lord’s hallowed presence and transcendent
peace.

Last year I was privileged to preside at the
dedication of the Mendoza Argentina Temple. In
my message, I referred to Elder Melvin J. Ballard’s
1926 prophecy that the work of the Lord would
grow slowly for a time in South America, “just
as an oak grows slowly from an acorn. It will
not shoot up in a day;” but thousands would join
the Church, and the nations of South America
would become “a power in the Church”I saw that
prophecy fulfilled right before my eyes.

Mendoza, once a small acorn, has become a
mighty oak. That growth is being repeated across
continents and isles of the sea.

We see the Lord hastening His work in
missions. In 2024, 80,000 missionaries were
serving in 450 missions.Thirty-six of those are
new missions.Last year missionary work brought
over 308,000 new members into the Church.
More than numbers, the spirit of the gathering is
bringing souls to Jesus Christ and His gospel.

I think of the Apostles Brigham Young and
Heber C. Kimball, who in 1839 set off as mis-
sionaries to the British Isles. They were ill; they
left families sick and destitute. Nevertheless, the
two climbed into a wagon, and while still in sight
of their loved ones, Heber said, “Let’s rise up and
give them a cheer” The two struggled to their feet
and shouted, “Hurrah, hurrah for Israel”

I saw that same enthusiasm for the Lord’s
work in Lima, Peru, when I met with mission-
aries from the missionary training center and
missions in Lima. What a sight! I saw the has-
tening right before my eyes. There are now seven
missions in just the city of Lima.

At the end of our meeting, the missionaries
had a special surprise for me. They rose up and
cheered, “Hurrah for Israel.” I will never forget
that moment; I wish all of you could have been
there. Right before my eyes were missionaries
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pentru stramosii nostri aflati de cealalta parte a
valului.

Presedintele Nelson a spus: ,, Atacurile
dusmanului cresc exponential in intensitate si
diversitate. Nevoia ca noi sa fim in templu des si
cu regularitate nu a fost niciodata mai mare. Va
rog sa va ganditi, rugandu-va, la modul in care
vi petreceti timpul”. In casa Sa, noi putem simti
prezenta sfanta a Domnului si pacea Sa sublima.

Anul trecut, am fost privilegiat sa prezidez
ceremonia de dedicare a Templului Mendoza,
Argentina. In mesajul meu, am ficut referire la
profetia varstnicului Melvin J. Ballard, facuta in
anul 1926, potrivit careia lucrarea Domnului avea
sa creascd incet pentru o perioadd in America de
Sud, ,tot aga cum un stejar creste incet dintr-o
ghinda. Nu va creste intr-o zi’, dar mii se vor
alatura Bisericii si natiunile din America de Sud
vor deveni ,,0 putere in Bisericd”. Am vazut acea
profetie implinita chiar sub ochii mei.

Mendoza, care a fost odatd o ghindd micd, a
devenit un stejar maret. Acea crestere se repeta
pe toate continentele si insulele marii.

Vedem cd Domnul grabeste lucrarea Sa
in misiuni. In anul 2024, 80.000 de misionari
slujeau in 450 de misiuni.Treizeci si sase dintre
acestea sunt misiuni noi.Anul trecut, munca
misionard a adus peste 308.000 de membri noi
in Bisericd.Mai presus decat numerele, spiritul
adunarii aduce suflete la Isus Hristos si la Evan-
ghelia Sa.

Ma gandesc la apostolii Brigham Young si
Heber C. Kimball care, in anul 1839, au pornit ca
misionari in Insulele Britanice. Fi erau bolnavi,
si-au lasat familiile bolnave si nevoiase. Cu toate
acestea, cei doi s-au urcat intr-o carutd si, in timp
ce inca erau in raza vizuald a celor dragi, Heber a
spus: ,Haide sd ne ridicam si sd-i incurajam”. Cei
doi s-au ridicat cu greu in picioare si au strigat:
,Ura, ura pentru Israel”

Am vazut acelasi entuziasm pentru lucrarea
Domnului in Lima, Peru, cAind m-am intalnit cu
misionarii de la Centrul de pregatire a misiona-
rilor si din misiunile din Lima. Ce priveliste! Am
vazut grabirea chiar sub ochii mei. Acum, acolo
sunt sapte misiuni doar in orasul Lima.

La sfarsitul intalnirii noastre, misionarii au
avut o surprizd speciala pentru mine. Ei s-au
ridicat si au aclamat: ,,Ura pentru Israel”. Nu voi
uita niciodatd acel moment, mi-as fi dorit ca
dumneavoastra, toti, sd fi fost acolo. Chiar sub
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who had set aside “the things of this world”to
serve the Lord and help hasten His coming.

We see the Lord hastening educational op-
portunities for our members and even those not
of our faith around the world. One of the things
that distinguishes us as a church is our emphasis
on education. The Lord commanded in the early
days of the Restoration to “seek learning, even by
study and also by faith”That is happening today
and is worthy of a resounding “hurrah.”

Currently more than 800,000 students world-
wide are enrolled in seminary and institute, the
highest enrollment in the history of the Church.
Our youth gather in a variety of ways, from
early-morning, daytime, and evening classes to
online and in-home study. They are a mighty and
righteous battalion, gaining strength from each
other as they learn of Jesus Christ, follow, and
testify of Him as the Son of God.

Last fall I spoke at a devotional to an arena
full of seminary and institute students and their
parents at the University of Utah.Their atten-
dance said much about their desire to know and
follow Jesus Christ. My message to those students
was clear: Give the Lord equal time. I counseled
them to balance their studies with true higher
learning, even a study of “the Son of the living
God”

I ask the same of everyone today: Whatever
is on your to-do list, give equal time, not spare
time, to the Lord in personal scripture study,
family study ofCome, Follow Me, prayer, Church
callings, ministering, partaking of the sacrament,
worshipping in the temple, and pondering the
things of God. Our Lord and Savior has said,
“Learn of me ... and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.” Take Him at His word. And give Him
equal time.

President Nelson has said: “I plead with you
to let God prevail in your life. Give Him a fair
share of your time. As you do, notice what hap-
pens to your positive spiritual momentum.”

We see that momentum building at seminar-
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ochii mei erau misionari care ldsaserd deoparte
»lucrurile acestei lumi”pentru a-I sluji Domnului
si a ajuta la grabirea venirii Sale.

1l vedem pe Domnul gribind ocaziile de a
dobéndi educatie pentru membrii nostri si chiar
pentru cei care nu sunt membri, in intreaga
lume. Unul dintre lucrurile care ne deosebesc ca
bisericd este accentul pe care il punem pe edu-
catie. Domnul ne-a poruncit in primele zile ale
restaurarii sd ,,[cautdm sa invatam], chiar prin
studiu si, de asemenea, prin credinta”. Acest lucru
se iIntampla astdzi si merita un rasundtor ,,Ura”

In prezent, peste 800.000 de cursanti din in-
treaga lume sunt inscrisi la seminar si institut, cel
mai mare numdr de inscrieri din istoria Bisericii.
Tinerii nostri se aduna in multe moduri, de la
cursurile de dimineata devreme, din timpul zilei
si de seara pana la studiul on-line si la cel facut
acasa. Ei sunt un batalion puternic si neprihanit,
dobandind tarie unul de la altul pe mésura ce
invata despre Isus Hristos, Il urmeazi si depun
marturie despre El ca fiind Fiul lui Dumnezeu.

Toamna trecutd, am vorbit in cadrul unei
adunari de devotiune desfasurate pe o arend
plind de cursanti de la seminar si institut si de
parintii lor, la Universitatea Utah.Prezenta lor
spunea multe despre dorinta lor de a-L cunoaste
si a-L urma pe Isus Hristos. Mesajul meu pentru
acei cursanti a fost clar: Acordati Domnului la fel
de mult timp. I-am sfatuit sd-si cumpéneasca stu-
diile cu o invitare adevaratd, superioara, anume
studiul despre ,,[Hristos], Fiul Dumnezeului celui
viu'”.

Vi rog aceleasi lucruri pe dumneavoastra as-
tdzi: Indiferent ce este pe lista dumneavoastrd cu
lucruri de facut, acordati Domnului la fel de mult
timp, nu doar timpul liber, prin intermediul stu-
diului personal din scripturi, studiului ca familie
dinVino si urmeaza-Ma, rugdciunii, chemarilor
in cadrul Bisericii, pastoririi, ludrii din imparta-
sanie, preaslavirii in templu si cugetarii asupra
lucrurilor lui Dumnezeu. Domnul si Salvatorul
nostru a spus: ,,Invatati de la Mine... si veti gési
odihnd pentru sufletele voastre”. Credeti-L pe
cuvant. Acordati-I la fel de mult timp.

Presedintele Nelson a spus: ,,Va implor sd-L
lasati pe Dumnezeu sa aiba intéietate in viata
dumneavoastra! Acordati-I o parte echitabild
din timpul dumneavoastra! Pe mdsura ce faceti
acest lucru, remarcati ce se intdmpla cu avantul
dumneavoastra spiritual”.

Vedem acest avant crescand la seminare, in-
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ies, institutes, and Church universities. In these
environments, the Lord is a priority. So should
He be in each one of our lives.

Another area that shows the growing reach
of education in the Church is BY U-Pathway
Worldwide. Across the world, enrollment has
reached nearly 75,000 and continues to grow rap-
idly. Most are members, and more than one-third
are in Africa.Pathway is all about access to edu-
cation. Completing the courses means access to
employment, and access to employment means a
better life for families and more opportunities to
serve the Lord.

When I was meeting with stake leaders in
Uganda, I learned that the entire stake presi-
dency was enrolled in BYU-Pathway. The more
prepared we are temporally and spiritually, the
more we can thwart the adversary’s cunning at-
tacks. Remember the words of Peter: “The devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour”

I recognize that in the midst of the good
news of the gospel, there are those who struggle,
who have faith challenges, doubts, and questions
that seem to have no answers. Brothers and
sisters, Jesus Christ is the answer.Start with Him.
Look for His hand in your life. Listen to Him.
“Let not your heart be troubled,”He said in His
last hours to His disciples before Gethsemane,be-
fore carrying His cross through the streets of
Jerusalem,before Golgotha,where He completed
His atoning sacrifice—what only He, the Begot-
ten Son of God, could do.

Know that He understands. He took upon
Himself all our sins,mistakes, misery, and very
bad days that we might live again with our Father
in Heaven in eternity.He has said, “Look unto me
in every thought; doubt not, fear not”Faith in Je-
sus Christ can lift you upand heal your wounded
soul. Trust Himand you will hasten your return to
“the arms of his love.”

I emphasize again the words of our living
prophet: “Do you see what is happeningright
before our eyes? I pray that we will not miss the
majesty of this moment! The Lord is hastening
His work”May we as disciples of our day shout,
“Hurrah for Israel” as we prepare for the return
of our Lord and Savior. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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stitute si universitati ale Bisericii. In aceste medii,
Domnul reprezinté o prioritate. Asa ar trebui ca
El sé fie in viata fiecdruia din noi.

Un alt domeniu care reflecta cresterea acce-
sibilitatii la educatie in cadrul Bisericii este BYU
~ Pathway Worldwide. In intreaga lume, numarul
de inscrieri a ajuns la aproape 75.000 si continua
sa creascd rapid. Majoritatea celor inscrisi sunt
membri si mai mult de o treime sunt in Africa..
Pathway inseamna acces la educatie. Absolvirea
cursurilor implica acces la angajare, iar accesul la
angajare inseamna o viata mai buna pentru fami-
lii si mai multe ocazii de a-I sluji Domnului.

Cand m-am intalnit cu conducatorii la nivel
de tirus din Uganda, am aflat cd intreaga prese-
dintie a tarusului era inscrisa la BYU - Pathway.
Cu cat suntem mai pregatiti temporal si spiritu-
al, cu atat mai mult putem contracara atacurile
viclene ale dusmanului. Amintiti-vd cuvintele
lui Petru: ,,Diavolul... da tarcoale ca un leu care
racneste, si cauta pe cine sd inghita”

Inteleg ca, pe fondul vestilor bune ale Evan-
gheliei, exista oameni care intdimpind greutati,
care au incercari ale credintei, indoieli si intre-
béri care par sd nu aiba raspunsuri. Dragi frati si
surori, Isus Hristos este rispunsul.Incepeti cu EL
Cautati sa vedeti mana Sa in viata dumneavoas-
trd. Ascultati-L. ,,S4 nu vi se tulbure inima’, le-a
spus El ucenicilor Séi in ultimele Sale ore, inainte
de Ghetsimani, inainte sa-Si duca crucea pe stra-
zile Ierusalimului, inainte de Golgota, unde El a
desavarsit sacrificiul Sau ispasitor — pe care doar
EL Fiul Nascut al lui Dumnezeu, putea sa-1 faci.

Sa stiti cd El intelege. El a luat asupra Lui toa-
te pacatele noastre, greselile, nefericirea si zilele
foarte rele, pentru ca noi sd putem trai din nou
in prezenta Tatalui nostru din Cer in eternitate.
El a spus: ,, Intoarce-te citre Mine in fiecare gand;
nu te indoi, nu te teme”. Credinta in Isus Hristos
vi poate iniltasi vindeca sufletul rinit. Incre-
deti-vd in Elsi va veti grabi intoarcerea ,,in bratele
dragostei Lui”

Subliniez din nou cuvintele profetului nostru
in viata: ,Vedeti ce se intAmplachiar sub ochii
nostri? Md rog sd nu ratdm maretia acestui mo-
ment! Domnul... grabeste lucrarea Sa”. Fie ca noi,
in calitate de ucenici din zilele noastre, sa strigam
»Ura pentru Israel’, in timp ce ne pregatim pen-
tru intoarcerea Domnului si Salvatorului nostru!
In numele lui Isus Hristos, amin.
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