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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,

Page1 — Not an official publication

Depun mdrturie cd bebelusii, copiii si tinerii sunt
imagini ale impardtiei lui Dumnezeu care inflores-
te pe pamant in toatd puterea si frumusetea ei.

Isus Si-a inceput ultimul an al vietii muritoa-
re intensificAnd instruirea apostolilor Sai. Pentru
ca mesajul Sau si Biserica Sa sa dainuie dupa El,
era necesar sa imprime mai mult in inimile celor
12 barbati extrem de simpli care-L cunosteau de
doar 24 de luni.

Intr-o zi, Isus a fost martorul unei dispute
intre Cei Doisprezece si, mai tarziu, a intrebat:
»Despre ce vorbeati unul cu altul?”. Consemnarea
ne spune cd, fiind vizibil stanjeniti, ei ,taceau”
Dar El, cel mai mare dintre toti invatatorii, le-a
cunoscut gandul inimiisi a simtit primul semn
de mandrie personala. Asa ca ,,a chemat la El un
copilas...

sile-a zis: Adevarat va spun ca, daca nu va
veti intoarce la Dumnezeu si nu veti fi ca niste
copilasi, cu niciun chip nu veti intra in imparatia
cerurilor.

De aceea, oricine se va smeri ca acest copilas,
va fi cel mai mare in imparatia cerurilor”

Trebuie remarcat faptul ci, inca inainte de
nasterea lui Hristos, cuvintarea de ramas-bun a
regelui Beniamin a inclus urmétorul comentariu
profund despre umilinta unui copil. Se afirma:
»Omul prin firea lui este un dusman al lui Dum-
nezeu... si va fi in vecii vecilor, daca el nu... de-
vine un sfant prin ispésirea lui Hristos Domnul
si devine ca un copil, ascultator... umil... plin
de dragoste... tot asa cum un copil [ii raspunde]
tatalui sau”

Acum, exista, evident, unele inclinatii in-
fantile pe carenule incurajam. Acum douazeci
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my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We
quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”

How different life could be if the world es-
teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.

But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
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si cinci de ani, nepotul meu, pe atunci in vérsta
de trei ani, si-a muscat de brat sora, pe atunci in
varstd de cinci ani. Ginerele meu, care avea grija
de copii in acea seard, i-a predat fiicei sale toate
lectiile despre iertare la care s-a putut gandi, con-
cluzionénd c4, probabil fratiorul ei nici macar nu
stia cum este sd fii muscat de brat. Acel comenta-
riu parintesc neintelept a functionat aproximativ
un minut, poate un minut si jumatate, pand cand,
din dormitorul copiilor, s-a auzit un strigat care
ar fi putut face ferestrele si zorniie, iar nepoata
mea a exclamat cu calm: ,, Acum stie!”.

Asadar, ce trebuie sa vedem in virtutile vietii
de incepitor? Ce L-a facut pe Hristos Insusi sa
planga in cea mai induiosatoare intamplare din
intreaga Carte a lui Mormon? Ce ne-a invatat
Isus cand a chemat foc ceresc si ingeri protectori
pentru a-i inconjura pe acei copii, poruncindu-le
adultilor sd ,,[se uite la] cei mici ai [lor]”?

Nu stim ce a determinat toate acestea, dar
trebuie sa cred ci a avut de-a face cu puritatea si
inocenta lor, cu umilinta lor nativa si cu ceea ce
arputeaaduce aceastd cunoastere in viata noastra
daca o péstram.

De ce sunt zilele noastre de disperare etiche-
tate de cineva drept ,,0 deserticiune a deserta-
ciunilor”? Cum se face cd ,,inchipuirea desarta si
méndria copiilor oamenilor’sunt cuvintele care
caracterizeazd cladirea mare si spatioasd, atit de
moarta spiritual din viziunea lui Lehi. Si zorami-
tii, acel grup care se ruga intr-un mod atat de
egoist? Despre ei, Alma a spus: ,,O, Dumnezeule,
ei [se roaga la Tine] cu gura lor in timp ce sunt
umflati... cu lucrurile desarte ale lumii”

In schimb, existd ceva mai dulce, mai pur
sau mai umil decat rugaciunea unui copil? Este
ca si cum cerul ar fi in acea incapere. Dumnezeu
si Hristos sunt atat de reali, dar pentru altii, mai
tarziu, aceasta experientd poate deveni una fard
profunzime.

Asa cum varstnicul Richard L. Evans a citat
acum aproximativ 60 de ani, ,,multi dintre noi ne
declaram crestini, dar... nu-L ludm in serios...

Il respectim, dar nu-L urmam... Citdim spusele
Lui, dar nu trdim in acord cu ele”. ,,1l admiram,
dar nu-L preasldavim.”

Cat de diferitd ar putea fi viata dacd lumea
L-ar pretui pe Isus mai presus de nivelul unei
injuraturi profane spuse din cand in cand.

Insa copiii chiar Il iubesc, iar aceastd dragos-
te se poate transmite si in celelalte relatii ale lor
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in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
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de pe terenul de joaca al vietii. In general, chiar si
in frageda pruncie, copiii iubesc atat de usor, iar-
td cu atat de multd usurinta si rad atat de placut
incat si cea mai rece, mai impietritd si mai plina
de amadraciune inima se poate topi.

Ei bine, lista poate continua la nesfarsit. Puri-
tate? Incredere? Curaj? Caracter?

Haideti sd vedem umilinta inaintea lui Dum-
nezeu de care a dat dovada un foarte drag tanar
prieten de-al meu!

In data de 5 ianuarie 2025 - in urma cu 91 de
zile - lui Easton Darrin Jolley i s-a conferit Preo-
tia aaronica si a fost rinduit diacon in Biserica lui
Isus Hristos a Sfintilor din Zilele din Urma.

De céind se stie, Easton si-a dorit foarte mult
sa distribuie impartasania cinei Domnului. Dar
aceastd ocazie sacrd a fost insotita de teama
sfasietoare, care i-a provocat dureri de stomac, ca
va esua, ca va cadea, cd va fi tachinat sau cd se va
face de ras si isi va face familia de ras.

Vedeti, Easton sufera de o boald rara si foarte
distructivd - distrofie musculara congenitala
Ullrich. I-a umplut progresiv viata de tanér cu in-
cercari formidabile, spulberdndu-i in acelasi timp
sperantele si visurile pentru viitor. In scurt timp,
va fi permanent intr-un scaun rulant. Familia lui
nu vorbeste despre ce-1 va astepta dupa aceasta.

In duminica de dupa randuirea lui, Easton
urma sa distribuie impartasania pentru prima
datd. Iar motivatia lui personald era ca putea sd se
prezinte cu aceste simboluri sacre inaintea tatalui
sau, care era episcopul episcopiei. Anticipand
acea insarcinare, el a cerut si a implorat si a plans
si a implorat, obtindnd garantia ca nimeni,ni-
meni, nu va incerca sa-l ajute. Din multe motive,
personale, avea nevoie sd facd acest lucru singur
si fara ajutor.

Dupa ce preotul a rupt péinea si a binecu-
vantat-o — un simbol care reprezintd trupul frant
al lui Hristos — Easton, cu trupul lui frant, s-a
apropiat schiopatand pentru a-si primi tava. Dar,
erau trei trepte mari intre podeaua casei de intru-
niri si prezidiu. Asadar, dupa ce si-a primit tava,
s-a intins cét de sus a putut si si-a asezat tava pe
suprafata de deasupra balustradei. Apoi, asezan-
du-se pe una dintre treptele superioare, si-a tras
cu ambele maini piciorul drept pana pe prima
treaptd. Apoi, si-a tras piciorul stang pe aceeasi
treapta si asa mai departe pana cand, cu greu, a
ajuns pe varful Everestului sdu personal inalt de
trei trepte.

Apoi, s-a indreptat cétre un stalp de rezis-
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al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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tentd cu ajutorul caruia a putut sd se ridice in
picioare. S-a intors la tava. Dupa cétiva pasi, a
stat in fata episcopului, tatél sdu, care, cu lacrimi
in ochi siroindu-i pe fatd, a trebuit si se abtina
sa-1 imbrétiseze pe acest fiu extrem de curajos si
credincios. Iar Easton, cu usurare si un zimbet
larg pe fata, ar fi putut foarte bine sa spuna: ,,L-
am slavit [pe tatal meu] si am terminat lucrarea
pe care [el mi-a dat-o] s-o fac”

Credinta, loialitatea, puritatea, increderea,
onoarea si, in cele din urma, dragostea pentru
acel tata pe care el a dorit atdt de mult sd-1 mul-
tumeasca. Acestea si o duzina de alte calitatinefac
si pe noi sd spunem: ,,Oricine se va smeri ca acest
copilas, va fi cel mai mare in imparatia cerurilor”

Dragi surori, frati si prieteni, in fruntea
listei cu cele mai frumoase imagini pe care eu
le cunosc, se afld bebelusi, copii si tineri la fel
de constiinciosi si nepretuiti ca cei pe care i-am
mentionat astdzi. Depun mdrturie cd ei sunt ima-
gini ale imparatiei lui Dumnezeu care infloreste
pe padmant in toata puterea si frumusetea ei.

In acelasi spirit al marturiei, depun marturie
cd in tineretea Sa, Joseph Smith a vazut ceea ce
a spus cd a vazut si cd a conversat cu cei cu care
a spus ca a vorbit. Depun marturie cd Russell M.
Nelson, un om umil si pur, este profetul si va-
zatorul randuit si inzestrat al lui Dumnezeu. Ca
rezultat al unei lecturi de-o viata, depun marturie
ca volumul Cartea lui Mormon este cartea care
aduce cele mai multe satisfactii pe care am citit-o
vreodata si ca este cheia de boltd a micii mele lo-
cuinte intr-o impératie cu multe locasuri. Depun
marturie ca preotia si rugdciunea imi restaureaza
viata — preotia lui Hristos si rugaciunile dumnea-
voastra. Eu stiu cd toate acestea sunt adevarate si
depun maérturie despre ele in numele celui mai
loial si umil dintre toti fiii lui Dumnezeu - Alfa si
Omega, Marele Eu Sunt, Cel rastignit, Martorul
credincios— chiar Domnul Isus Hristos, amin.
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