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The most important and glorious ‘good news” is
the message that the Lord Jesus Christ has restored
His gospel and Church in the latter days.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints was organized 195 years ago today, on
April 6, 1830.

A small congregation of believers and friends
gathered for this momentous and joyous occa-
sion. A great outpouring of the Spirit blessed all
in attendance as the ordinance of the sacrament
was administered, the gift of the Holy Ghost was
conferred, priesthood ordinations were per-
formed, and truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ
were preached.

In reestablishing His Church, the Lord desig-
nated by revelation 24-year-old Joseph Smith as
its earthly leader: “a seer, a translator, a prophet,
an apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church
through the will of God the Father, and the grace
of your Lord Jesus Christ.”

I earnestly pray for the help of the Holy
Ghost as we consider the importance and ongo-
ing impact of this singular event in the history of
the world.

The First Vision

The formal organization of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was the culmi-
nation of a sequence of miraculous experiences.
The first of these experiences occurred 10 years
earlier in upstate New York.

In the spring of 1820, a young boy named
Joseph Smith went into the woods near his home
to pray. He had questions regarding the salvation
of his soul, and he yearned “to know which of all

Page1 — Not an official publication

As mais importantes e gloriosas “boas novas” é a
mensagem de que o Senhor Jesus Cristo restaurou
Seu evangelho e Sua Igreja nos ultimos dias.

Ha exatos 195 anos, no dia 6 de abril de 1830,
A Igreja de Jesus Cristo dos Santos dos Ultimos
Dias foi organizada.

Uma pequena congregac¢ao de fiéis e amigos
se reuniu para essa ocasido memoravel e alegre.
Uma grande manifestacao do Espirito abengoou
todos os presentes quando a ordenanca do sacra-
mento foi administrada, o dom do Espirito Santo
foi conferido, ordenacdes ao sacerddcio foram
realizadas e verdades do evangelho de Jesus Cris-
to foram ensinadas.

Ao reestabelecer Sua Igreja, o Senhor desig-
nou, por revelagao, o jovem de 24 anos, Joseph
Smith, como o lider da Igreja na Terra: “Vidente,
tradutor, profeta, apostolo de Jesus Cristo, élder
da igreja pela vontade de Deus, o Pai, e pela graca
de vosso Senhor Jesus Cristo’.

Oro sinceramente pedindo a ajuda do
Espirito Santo ao ponderarmos a importancia
e o impacto continuo desse evento singular na
histéria do mundo.

A Primeira Visao

A organizagdo formal de A Igreja de Jesus
Cristo dos Santos dos Ultimos Dias foi o resulta-
do de uma sequéncia de experiéncias milagrosas.
A primeira dessas experiéncias havia ocorrido 10
anos antes, no norte do estado de Nova York.

Na primavera de 1820, um jovem chamado
Joseph Smith foi para um bosque perto de sua
casa para orar. Ele tinha davidas a respeito da
salvacao de sua alma e ansiava por saber “qual
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the [churches] was right, that [he] might know
which to join.’Joseph trusted that God would
answer his prayer and direct him.

Please note that Joseph did not pray merely
to know what was right. Rather, he prayed to
know what was right so he could do what was
right. Joseph asked in faithand was determined to
act in accordance with the answers he received.

“In [response] to his [sincere] prayer, God
the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared
to Joseph and inaugurated the ‘restitution of all
things’ (Acts 3:21) as foretold in the Bible. In
this vision, he learned that following the death
of the original Apostles, Christ’s New Testament
Church was lost from the earth”Joseph Smith
would be instrumental in restoring once again
the doctrine, the authority, and the covenants
and ordinances of the Savior’s ancient Church.

Joseph affirmed: “I saw two Personages,
whose brightness and glory defy all description,
standing above me in the air. One of them spake
unto me, calling me by name and said, point-
ing to the other—This is My Beloved Son. Hear
Him!”

Through this vision and subsequent supernal
experiences, Joseph Smith came to understand
that God and Jesus Christ knew him as an indi-
vidual, cared about his eternal salvation, and had
a mission for him to perform. He also learned
vital lessons about the attributes, character, and
perfections of the Godhead—and that the Father
and the Son are separate and distinct Beings.
Jesus Christ is the literal Son of God in spirit and
in the flesh.

Joseph Smith declared that Heavenly Fa-
ther and Jesus Christ are corporeal beings. He
said, “The Father has a body of flesh and bones
as tangible as man’; the Son also; but the Holy
Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a
personage of Spirit.”

I testify the visitation of the Father and the
Son to Joseph Smith was the initiating event in
the grand “restoration of all things spoken by the
mouth of all the holy prophets since the world
began”

The Book of Mormon

The second in the sequence of miraculous
experiences that led to the formal organization of
the Savior’s restored Church was the translation
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de todas as [igrejas] estava certa, a fim de saber a
qual [se] unir”Joseph confiou que Deus respon-
deria a sua ora¢io e o orientaria.

Observem que Joseph ndo orou apenas para
saber o que era certo. Na realidade, ele orou para
saber o que era certo a fim de que pudesse fazer
o que era certo. Joseph pediu com fée estava
determinado a agir de acordo com as respostas
que receberia.

“Em resposta a sua [sincera] oracéo, Deus,

o Pai, e Seu Filho, Jesus Cristo, apareceram a
Joseph e deram inicio & ‘restauracdo de todas

as coisas’ (Atos 3:21) conforme foi predito na
Biblia. Nessa visdo, ele aprendeu que, apos a
morte dos primeiros apostolos, a Igreja de Cristo
da época do Novo Testamento deixou de existir
na Terra”Joseph Smith seria fundamental para
restaurar novamente a doutrina, a autoridade, os
convénios e as ordenangas da Igreja primitiva do
Salvador.

Joseph declarou: “Vi dois Personagens cujo
esplendor e gldria desafiam qualquer descrigao,
pairando no ar, acima de mim. Um deles falou-
-me, chamando-me pelo nome, e disse, apon-
tando para o outro:Este é Meu Filho Amado.
Ouve-O!”

Por meio dessa visao e de experiéncias subli-
mes subsequentes, Joseph Smith compreendeu
que Deus e Jesus Cristo o conheciam individual-
mente, que Se importavam com sua salvagdo
eterna e que tinham uma missao para ele cum-
prir. Ele também aprendeu li¢des vitais sobre os
atributos, o carater e a perfeicao da Trindade — e
que o Pai e o Filho sdo Seres separados e distin-
tos. Jesus Cristo € o Filho literal de Deus tanto no
espirito quanto na carne.

Joseph Smith declarou que o Pai Celestial e
Jesus Cristo tém um corpo fisico. Ele disse: “O
Pai tem um corpo de carne e ossos tao tangivel
como o do homem; o Filho também; mas o Es-
pirito Santo ndo tem um corpo de carne e 0ssos,
mas é um personagem de Espirito”.

Testifico que a visita do Pai e do Filho a Jose-
ph Smith foi o acontecimento inicial da grandio-
sa “[restauracdo de] todas as coisas mencionadas
pela boca de todos os santos profetas, desde o
principio do mundo”.

O Livro de Mérmon

O segundo evento na sequéncia de experién-
cias milagrosas que levou a organizagao formal
da Igreja restaurada do Salvador foi a tradugao e
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and coming forth of the Book of Mormon.
“Joseph Smith was given the gift and power
of God to translate an ancient record: the Book
of Mormon—Another Testament of Jesus Christ.
... This sacred text include[s] an account of the
personal ministry of Jesus Christ among peo-
ple in the Western Hemisphere soon after His
Resurrection. [The Book of Mormon] teaches of
life’s purpose and explains the doctrine of Christ,
which is central to that purpose. As a companion
scripture to the Bible, the Book of Mormon testi-
fies that all human beings are sons and daughters
of a loving Father in Heaven, that He has a divine
plan for our lives, and that His Son, Jesus Christ,
speaks today as well as in days of old”

As members of the Savior’s restored Church,
“We believe the Bible to be the word of God as
far as it is translated correctly; we also believe
the Book of Mormon to be the word of God”The
Book of Mormon is another testament of Jesus
Christ, confirms the truthfulness of the Bible,
and restores plain and precious truths that were
lost from the Bible.

Priesthood Restored

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints teaches that the original Church estab-
lished by the Savior, with its divine authority,
doctrine, and covenants and ordinances, was
lost from the earth. As part of the prophesied
restoration of all things in the latter days, an-
cient prophets and apostles personally conferred
priesthood authority upon Joseph Smith and
committed priesthood keys to him. This was the
third in the sequence of miraculous experiences
that led to the formal organization of the Savior’s
restored Church.

Priesthood authority allows God’s servants
to “represent [Him] and act in His name.”“Priest-
hood keys are the authority to direct the use of
the priesthood on behalf of God’s children”

Under the direction of the Father and the
Son, the resurrected John the Baptist restored, in
1829, the authority to baptize by immersion for
the remission of sins.In that same year,three of
the original Twelve Apostles—Peter, James, and
John—restored the apostleship and additional
priesthood authority and keys.

Six years after the formal organization of the
Church, in the Kirtland Temple, Moses, Elias,
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o surgimento do Livro de Mérmon.

“A Joseph Smith foram dados o dom e o
poder de Deus para traduzir um registro antigo,
o Livro de M6érmon: Outro Testamento de Jesus
Cristo. Paginas desse texto sagrado incluem um
relato do ministério pessoal de Jesus Cristo entre
o povo do Hemisfério Ocidental logo ap6s Sua
Ressurreicdo. O [Livro de Mérmon] ensina sobre
o proposito da vida e explica a doutrina de Cris-
to, que é essencial para esse propdsito. Sendo um
companheiro da Biblia como livro de escrituras,
o Livro de Mdrmon testifica que todos os seres
humanos sao filhos e filhas de um Pai Celestial
amoroso, que Ele tem um plano divino para
nossa vida e que Seu Filho, Jesus Cristo, manifes-
ta-Se hoje assim como o fez no passado.”

Como membros da Igreja restaurada do
Salvador, “cremos ser a Biblia a palavra de Deus,
desde que esteja traduzida corretamente; tam-
bém cremos ser o Livro de Mormon a palavra de
Deus”O Livro de Mérmon ¢ outro testamento
de Jesus Cristo, confirma a veracidade da Biblia
e restaura verdades claras e preciosas que foram
perdidas da Biblia.

O sacerddcio restaurado

A Igreja de Jesus Cristo dos Santos dos
Ultimos Dias ensina que a Igreja original estabe-
lecida pelo Salvador, com autoridade, doutrina,
convénios e ordenangas divinos, foi perdida da
Terra. Como parte da profecia da restauragao
de todas as coisas nos ultimos dias, os antigos
profetas e apostolos conferiram pessoalmente
a autoridade do sacerddcio a Joseph Smith e
confiaram as chaves do sacerddcio a ele. Esse foi
o terceiro evento da sequéncia de experiéncias
milagrosas que levaram a organiza¢ao formal da
Igreja restaurada do Salvador.

A autoridade do sacerdécio permite que
os servos de Deus “[O representem] e [ajam]
em Seu nome”.“As chaves do sacerdécio sdo a
autoridade para orientar o uso do sacerddcio em
beneficio dos filhos de Deus”

Sob a direc¢do do Pai e do Filho, Jodo Batista
ressurreto restaurou, em 1829, a autoridade para
batizar por imersdo para a remissao de pecados.
Naquele mesmo ano,trés dos primeiros Doze
Apdstolos — Pedro, Tiago e Jodo — restauraram
o apostolado e a autoridade e as chaves adicionais
do sacerdocio.

Seis anos apds a organizagao formal da Igre-
ja, no Templo de Kirtland, Moisés, Elias e Elias, o
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and Elijah committed to Joseph the additional
authority necessary to accomplish God’s work in
the latter days.

Moses committed the keys of the gathering
of Israel.

Elias committed the dispensation of the gos-
pel of Abraham, including the restoration of the
Abrahamic covenant.

Elijah committed the keys of the sealing
power, providing the authority that allows ordi-
nances performed on earth to be binding in eter-
nity, such as joining families together in eternal
relationships that transcend death.

The Church of Jesus Christ Is Orga-
nized

As Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mor-
mon, he received revelations indicating that the
Church of Jesus Christ would be reestablished.
But the Lord instructed Joseph not to organize
His Church immediately. Rather, “by the spirit
of prophecy and revelation,” the Lord revealed to
Joseph “the precise day ... [he] should proceed
to organize His Church once [again] upon the
earth”

The Church was organized in proper se-
quence only after the restoration of the priest-
hood and the publication of the Book of Mor-
mon. The first copies of the Book of Mormon
became available on March 26, 1830, and the
Church was formally organized on April 6.

“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints ... is Christ's New Testament Church re-
stored. This Church is anchored in the perfect life
of its chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, and in His
infinite Atonement and literal Resurrection. Jesus
Christ has once again called Apostles and has
given them priesthood authority. He invites all of
us to come unto Him and His Church, to receive
the Holy Ghost, the ordinances of salvation, and
to gain enduring joy”

The Dispensation of the Fulness of
Times

The appearance of the Father and the Son to
Joseph Smith, the translation and coming forth
of the Book of Mormon, and the restoration of
priesthood authority and keys were necessary
prerequisites to the organization of the Lord’s
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Profeta, conferiram a Joseph a autoridade adicio-
nal necessaria para se realizar a obra de Deus nos
ultimos dias.

Moisés conferiu as chaves da coliga¢ao de
Israel.

Elias conferiu a dispensagao do evangelho
de Abraio, incluindo a restaura¢do do convénio
abraamico.

Elias, o Profeta, conferiu as chaves do poder
selador, concedendo a autoridade que permite
que as ordenangas realizadas na Terra sejam
ligadas na eternidade, como unir as familias em
relacionamentos eternos que transcendem a
morte.

A Igreja de Jesus Cristo é organizada

Enquanto Joseph Smith traduzia o Livro de
Mormon, ele recebeu revelagdes indicando que
a Igreja de Jesus Cristo seria restabelecida. Mas o
Senhor instruiu Joseph a nao organizar Sua Igreja
imediatamente. Entretanto, “pelo espirito de pro-
fecia e de revelagdo’, o Senhor revelou a Joseph
“o dia exato em que (...) [ele deveria comegar]
(...) a organizar a sua Igreja mais uma vez aqui
na Terra”

A Igreja foi organizada na sequéncia adequa-
da somente apds a restauragao do sacerddcio e a
publica¢do do Livro de Mérmon. Os primeiros
exemplares do Livro de Mérmon foram disponi-
bilizados em 26 de margo de 1830, e a Igreja foi
formalmente organizada em 6 de abril.

“A Igreja de Jesus Cristo dos Santos dos Ul-
timos Dias (...) é a Igreja de Cristo da época do
Novo Testamento restaurada. Essa Igreja estd ali-
cercada na vida perfeita de sua principal pedra de
esquina, Jesus Cristo, em Sua Expia¢do infinita e
em Sua Ressurreicéo literal. Jesus Cristo chamou
novamente apostolos e deu-lhes a autoridade do
sacerddcio. Ele convida todos nds a nos achegar-
mos a Ele e a Sua Igreja, a recebermos o Espirito
Santo e as ordenancas de salva¢do e a obtermos
alegria duradoura”

A dispensacao da plenitude dos tem-
pos

A apari¢ao do Pai e do Filho a Joseph Smith,
a tradugdo e o surgimento do Livro de Mérmon,
e a restauracdo da autoridade e das chaves do
sacerddcio eram pré-requisitos necessarios para
a organizagao da Igreja restaurada do Senhor ha
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restored Church 195 years ago today.

In the Old Testament, the prophet Daniel
interpreted a dream about a stone that would be
cut out of a mountain without hands and fill the
entire earth.One year after the organization of
the Church, the Lord instructed Joseph Smith
that the keys of the kingdom of God had again
been “committed unto man on the earth” and the
“gospel [of Jesus Christ would] roll forth unto the
ends of the earth, as the stone which is cut out of
the mountain without hands”

I testify: The Lord is fulfilling His promise.
The Savior’s restored Church is being established
throughout the world and is the instrument by
which God will “gather together in one all things
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which
are on earth; even in him?”

The Lord’s latter-day work “is a cause that
has interested the people of God in every age;
it is a theme upon which prophets, priests and
kings have dwelt with peculiar delight; they have
looked forward with joyful anticipation to the
day in which we live; and fired with heavenly and
joyful anticipations they have sung and written
and prophesied of this our day”

In this greatest and last of all gospel dis-
pensations, “a whole and complete and perfect
union, and welding together of dispensations,
and keys, and powers, and glories should take
place, and be revealed from the days of Adam
even to the present time. And not only this, but
those things which never have been revealed
from the foundation of the world ... shall be re-
vealed ... in this, the dispensation of the fulness
of times”

The Prophet Joseph further explained, “All
the ordinances and duties that ever have been
required by the Priesthood, under the directions
and commandments of the Almighty in any
of the dispensations, shall all be had in the last
dispensation, ... bringing to pass the restoration
spoken of by the mouth of all the Holy Prophets.”

Promises and Testimony

I have attempted to summarize basic ele-
ments of the most important and glorious “good
news any person anywhere in the world can ever
receive—the message that the Lord Jesus Christ
has restored His gospel and Church in the latter
days.

I invite all to learn about and prove this mes-
sage. I promise that individuals “who prayerfully
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exatos 195 anos.

No Velho Testamento, o profeta Daniel
interpretou um sonho sobre uma pedra que seria
cortada, sem maos, de uma montanha e encheria
toda a Terra.Um ano apos a organizagdo da Igre-
ja, o Senhor instruiu Joseph Smith que as chaves
do reino de Deus haviam sido novamente “con-
fiadas a0 homem na Terra” e que o “evangelho
[de Jesus Cristo rolaria] até os confins da Terra,
como a pedra cortada da montanha, sem maos”

Testifico que o Senhor esta cumprindo
Sua promessa. A Igreja restaurada do Salvador
esta sendo estabelecida em todo o mundo e é o
instrumento pelo qual Deus vai “congregar em
Cristo todas as coisas tanto as que estdo nos céus
como as que estdo na terra’.

A obra do Senhor nos tltimos dias “¢ uma
causa que interessou o povo de Deus em todas
as eras; ¢ um tema sobre o qual profetas, sacer-
dotes e reis falaram com particular deleite; eles
ansiaram com alegria pelo dia em que vivemos;
e, inspirados por esse anseio celestial e jubiloso,
cantaram, escreveram e profetizaram sobre esta
nossa época’.

Nesta dispensagao do evangelho, a tltima e
maior de todas, “é necessario (...) que uma total,
completa e perfeita unido e fusao de dispensa-
¢oes e chaves e poderes e glérias ocorram e sejam
reveladas desde os dias de Adao até o tempo
atual. E ndo somente isso, mas as coisas que nun-
ca se revelaram desde a fundac¢do do mundo (...)
serdo reveladas (...) nesta dispensacéo, que é a da
plenitude dos tempos”.

O profeta Joseph explicou ainda: “Todas as
ordenangas e deveres que ja foram exigidos pelo
sacerddcio, sob a direcdo e mandamentos do
Todo-Poderoso, em qualquer das dispensacdes,
serdo todas obtidas na ultima dispensagdo, (...)
levando a efeito a restauracao mencionada pela
boca de todos os santos profetas”

Promessas e testemunho

Procurei resumir os elementos basicos das
mais importantes e gloriosas “boas novas’que
qualquer pessoa em qualquer lugar do mundo
pode receber: a mensagem de que o Senhor Jesus
Cristo restaurou Seu evangelho e Sua Igreja nos
ultimos dias.

Convido todos a aprender sobre essa men-
sagem e comprova-la. Prometo que “aqueles que
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study the message of the Restoration and act in
faith will be blessed [through the power of the
Holy Ghost] to gain their own witness of its di-
vinity and of its purpose to prepare the world for
the promised Second Coming of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ”As you pray earnestly with
the expectation to both receive and act upon an
answer from God, as did young Joseph Smith,
your capacity to recognize and respond to that
divine witness will be increased.

I witness that God, the Eternal Father, is our
Father. I testify and witness that Jesus Christ is
the Father’s Beloved Son and His Only Begotten
in the flesh. He is our Savior and Redeemer.

And I joyfully witness that the Father and
the Son appeared to the boy Joseph Smith, thus
initiating the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus
Christ in the latter days. The Book of Mormon
is another testament of Jesus Christ and con-
tains the word of God. Priesthood authority to
represent the Savior and act in His name again
is found on the earth. And The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints is Christ's New Tes-
tament Church restored. I bear my sure witness
that all of these things are true in the sacred
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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em oracao estudarem a mensagem da Restau-
ragdo e agirem com fé serdo abengoados com a
aquisicao de seu proprio testemunho da divin-
dade da Restauracio e do proposito que ela tem
de preparar o mundo para a prometida Segunda
Vinda de nosso Senhor e Salvador, Jesus Cristo”
Ao orar sinceramente, esperando receber e agir
de acordo com a resposta de Deus, como fez o
jovem Joseph Smith, sua capacidade de reco-
nhecer e responder a esse testemunho divino
aumentara.

Testifico que Deus, o Pai Eterno, é nosso Pai.
Sei e testifico que Jesus Cristo é o Filho Amado
do Pai e Seu Unigénito na carne. Ele é nosso
Salvador e Redentor.

Testifico com alegria que o Pai e o Filho
apareceram ao jovem Joseph Smith, iniciando
assim a Restauragao do evangelho de Jesus Cristo
nos ultimos dias. O Livro de Mérmon ¢ outro
testamento de Jesus Cristo e contém a palavra de
Deus. A autoridade do sacerddcio para represen-
tar o Salvador e agir em Seu nome foi restaurada
na Terra. E A Igreja de Jesus Cristo dos Santos
dos Ultimos Dias é a Igreja de Cristo da época do
Novo Testamento restaurada. Presto meu firme
testemunho de que todas essas coisas sdo verda-
deiras. No sagrado nome do Senhor Jesus Cristo,
amém.
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