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I testify that babies and children and youth are
images of the kingdom of God flourishing on earth
in all of its strength and beauty.

Jesus began the last year of His mortal life by
intensifying the training of His Apostles. If His
message and His Church were to survive Him,
more had to be pressed into the hearts of 12 very
ordinary men who had known Him for scarcely
24 months.

One day Jesus witnessed an argument among
the Twelve and later asked, “What was it that ye
disputed among yourselves? ’Apparently embar-
rassed, they “held their peace,’the record says.
But this greatest of all teachers perceived the
thoughts of their heartsand sensed the first blush
of personal pride. So He “called a little child unto
him, ...

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”

It should be noted that even before Christ’s
birth, King Benjamin’s farewell sermon included
this profound comment on a child’s humility. It
says, “The natural man is an enemy to God, ...
and will be, forever and ever, unless he ... be-
cometh a saint through the atonement of Christ
the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, ...
humble, ... full of love, ... even as a child [re-
sponds] to his father”

Now, there are obviously some infantile incli-
nations wedon'tencourage. Twenty-five years ago,
my then-three-year-old grandson bit his five-
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Swiadcze, Ze niemowleta, dzieci i mlodziez sg
odbiciem krélestwa Boga rozkwitajgcego na ziemi
w calej jego mocy i pigknie.

Jezus rozpoczal ostatni rok Swego ziemskie-
go zycia, nasilajac szkolenie Swoich Apostotow.
Jesli Jego przestanie i Kosciot mialy Go przezy¢,
musial wla¢ wiecej wiedzy w serca dwunastu
zwyklych mezczyzn, ktérzy znali Go od ledwie
dwudziestu czterech miesiecy.

Pewnego dnia Jezus byl §wiadkiem sporu po-
miedzy Dwunastoma i pdzniej zapytal: ,O czym
to rozprawialiscie w drodze?”. Najrazniej zazeno-
wani ,,milczeli’, jak podaje pismo $wigte. Ale ten
najwigkszy ze wszystkich nauczycieli dostrzegt
mysli ich serci wyczul pierwszy rumieniec osobi-
stej pychy, wiec ,,[przywolal] dziecie [...],

I rzekl: Zaprawde powiadam wam, jesli si¢
nie nawrdcicie i nie staniecie jak dzieci, nie wej-
dziecie do Krélestwa Niebios.

Kto si¢ wigc unizy jak to dziecig, ten jest
najwiekszy w Krélestwie Niebios™

Nalezy zauwazy¢, ze jeszcze przed narodze-
niem Chrystusa pozegnalne kazanie kréla Benia-
mina zawieralo doniosta uwage na temat pokory
dziecka. Zawiera stowa: ,,Czlowiek naturalny jest
wrogiem Boga i [...] pozostanie nim na wieki
wiekow, jesli nief...] [stanie si¢] Swietym poprzez
zado$¢uczynienie Chrystusa Pana, i [nie stanie
sie] jak dziecko, ulegly [...], pokorny [...], peten
milosci [...], tak jak dziecko poddaje si¢ woli
swego ojca’.

Oczywiscie, istnieje pewna doza niedojrza-
tych skfonnosci, do ktoérychniezachecamy. 25
lat temu méj trzyletni wowczas wnuk ugryzt w
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year-old sister on the arm. My son-in-law, caring
for the children that night, frantically taught his
daughter all the lessons on forgiveness he could
think of, concluding that her little brother prob-
ably didn’t even know what a bite on the arm felt
like. That ill-conceived fatherly comment worked
for about a minute, maybe a minute and a half,
until there was a window-rattling cry from the
children’s bedroom, where my granddaughter
calmly called out, “He does now””

So what is it that we are to see in the virtues
of life’s junior varsity? What was it that brought
Christ Himself to tears in the most tender scene
in the entire Book of Mormon? What was Jesus
teaching when He called down heavenly fire and
protective angels to surround those children,
commanding the adults to “behold [their] little
ones’?

We don’t know what prompted all of that, but
I have to think it had something to do with their
purity and innocence, their inborn humility, and
what itcouldbring to our lives if we retain it.

Why are our days of despair labeled by
one as “vanity of vanities”?How is it that “vain
imaginations and the pride of the children of
men’are the words that characterize the great and
spacious building, so spiritually dead in Lehi’s vi-
sion? And the Zoramites, that group who prayed
so self-servingly? Of them Alma said, “O God,
they [pray] unto thee with their mouths, while
they are pufted up ... with the vain things of the
world?”

By contrast, is there anything sweeter, more
pure, or more humble than a child at prayer? It
is as if heaven is in the room. God and Christ are
so real, but for others later on, the experience can
become more superficial.

As Elder Richard L. Evans quoted some 60
years ago: “Many of us profess to be Christians,
yet we ... do not take Him seriously. ... We
respect Him, but we don’t follow Him. ... We

quote His sayings, but we don’t live by them.”“We
admire Him, but we don’t worship Him.”

How different life could be if the world es-

teemed Jesus above the level of a profane swear-
ing streak from time to time.
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ramie swojg siostre, moja pigcioletnia wnuczke.
Moj zig¢, ktory opiekowal si¢ dzie¢mi tamtego
wieczoru, goraczkowo udzielil corce wszystkich
lekcji o wybaczeniu, jakie przyszty mu do gltowy,
dochodzac do wniosku, ze mtodszy brat praw-
dopodobnie nie wie, jak to jest by¢ ugryzionym
w ramie. Ta nieprzemyslana ojcowska uwaga
wystarczyla na minute, moze poltorej. Potem z
pokoju dzieci dobieg}t taki wrzask, ze az szyby
w oknach zadzwonity, a wnuczka odkrzykneta
spokojnie: ,,Teraz wie”

Jakie zatem cnoty mamy dojrze¢ na lawie
rezerwowej juniorow? Co takiego doprowadzilo
samego Chrystusa do tez w najbardziej wzru-
szajacej scenie Ksiegi Mormona? Czego na-
uczal Jezus, kiedy sprowadzit niebianski ogien i
chronigce anioty, aby otoczyly dzieci, a dorostym
przykazal: ,Spdjrzcie na swoje dzieci”?

Nie wiemy, co wywolato to wszytko, ale
mysle, ze mialo to zwigzek z nieskalano$cia i
niewinnoscia dzieci, ich wrodzong pokora i z
tym, co tomozemywnie$¢ do naszego zycia, gdy
to przyjmiemy.

Dlaczego nasze czasy rozpaczy kto$ okreslit
jako dni préznosci?Jak to jest, ze ,,prézne wy-
obrazenia i [pycha] dzieci ludzkich’charaktery-
zowaly wielki i rozlegly budynek w wizji Lehiego
— tak martwy pod wzgledem duchowym? A
Zoramici? Grupa tak wyrachowana w swych mo-
dlitwach? Alma powiedziat o nich: ,,Oto [modla
sie] do Ciebie, o Boze, ustami swymi, podczas
gdy sa napuszeni [...], z powodu proznych rzeczy
tego Swiata”.

Dla poréwnania, czy istnieje co$ stodszego,
bardziej nieskalanego, czy bardziej korzacego
niz modlitwa dziecka? Czu¢ wtedy, jakby czastka
nieba byla w pokoju? Bég i Chrystus sa dla dzieci
tak realni w chwili modlitwy, chociaz dla innych
ludzi modlitwa moze stac si¢ z czasem bardziej
powierzchowna.

Starszy Richard L. Evans okoto 60 lat temu
przytoczyt stowa: ,Wielu twierdzi, Ze sg chrze-
$cijanami, a jednak [...] nie traktuje Go powaz-
nie [...]. Szanujemy Go, ale nie nasladujemy
[...]. Cytujemy Jego wypowiedzi, ale nie Zyjemy
wedtug nich”. ,,Podziwiamy Go, ale nie oddajemy
Mu czci”

Jakze inaczej mogtoby wyglada¢ zycie, gdyby
$wiat cenil Jezusa bardziej niz to ma miejsce, gdy
ludzie od czasu do czasu uzywaja Jego imienia do
bluznierczych przeklenstw.
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But children really do love Him, and that
love can carry over into their other relationships
in the playground of life. As a rule, even in their
youngest years, children love so easily, they
forgive so readily, they laugh so delightfully that
even the coldest, hardest heart can melt.

Well, the list goes on and on. Purity? Trust?
Courage? Character?

Come with me to view the humility before
God demonstrated by one young, very dear
friend of mine.

On January 5, 2025—91 days ago—Easton
Darrin Jolley had the Aaronic Priesthood con-
ferred upon him and was ordained a deacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Easton had longed to pass the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper for as long as he could remem-
ber. But this sacred opportunity was accom-
panied by the stomach-wrenching fear that he
would fail, that he would fall, that he would be
teased or embarrass himself and his family.

You see, Easton has a rare and very destruc-
tive illness, Ullrich congenital muscular dystro-
phy. It has progressively filled his young life with
formidable challenges while shattering his hopes
and dreams for the future. He will soon be in a
wheelchair permanently. His family does not talk
about what awaits him after that.

The Sunday after his ordination, Easton
would pass the sacrament for the first time. And
his privately held motivation was that he could
present himself and these sacred emblems to
his father, who was the bishop of the ward. In
anticipating that task, he had begged and pled
and wept and begged, extracting a guarantee that
no one,no one, would try to help him. For many
reasons, private to himself, he needed to do this
alone and unaided.

After the priest had broken the bread and
blessed it—an emblem representing the broken
body of Christ—Easton, with his broken body,
limped up to receive his tray. However, there
were three sizable steps from the meetinghouse
floor to the elevated stand. So, after receiving
his tray, he stretched up as high as he could and
placed his tray on the surface above the handrail.
Then, sitting down on one of the higher steps,
with both hands he pulled his right leg up onto
the first step. Then he pulled his left leg onto the
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Dzieci naprawdg jednak Go kochaja, a ta
mifos¢ moze przenies¢ si¢ na inne relacje na zy-
ciowym placu zabaw. Z reguly, nawet w najmiod-
szych latach milos¢ fatwo przychodzi dzieciom,
one tak chetnie oni wybaczajg, one $mieja si¢ tak
rozkosznie, ze nawet najzimniejsze i najbardziej
zatwardziate serce moze stopnie¢.

A ta lista jest znacznie diuzsza. Nieskalanie?
Zaufanie? Odwaga? Uczciwo$¢? Honor?

Przyjrzyjcie si¢ ze mng pokorze, ktéra okazat
wobec Boga pewien moj mlodszy, bardzo drogi
przyjaciel.

5 stycznia 2025 r. — 91 dni temu — Eastono-
wi Darrinowi Jolleyowi zostalo nadane Kaptan-
stwo Aarona i zostal on ustanowiony diakonem
w Koéciele Jezusa Chrystusa Swietych w Dniach
Ostatnich.

Easton pragnal roznosi¢ sakrament Wiecze-
rzy Panskiej, od kiedy siegal pamiecia. Jednak
przy tej uswieconej okazji odczuwat strach, wy-
wolujacy bl zotadka. Bal si¢, ze mu sie nie uda,
ze si¢ przewrdci, ze ktos bedzie mu dokuczat lub
ze skompromituje siebie i rodzine.

Bo trzeba wam wiedzie¢, ze Easton ma rzad-
ka i bardzo wyniszczajaca chorobe: wrodzona
dystrofi¢ miesniowg Ullricha. Stopniowo wypet-
nia ona jego miode Zycie ogromnymi wyzwania-
mi, jednoczesnie niweczac nadzieje i marzenia na
przysztos¢. Wkroétce na state bedzie poruszat sig
na wozku inwalidzkim. Jego rodzina nie méwi o
tym, co czeka go potem.

W niedziele po ustanowieniu, Easton po
raz pierwszy roznosil sakrament. Jego osobistg
motywacja bylo to, zeby sam mogt stanac ze
$wietymi symbolami przed swym ojcem, ktéry
jest biskupem okregu. W zwiazku z tym blagat i
prosil, ptakat i blagal, az uzyskal zapewnienie, ze
nikt —nikt— nie bedzie probowal mu poméc. Z
wielu powodoéw, tylko jemu znanych, pragnat to
zrobi¢ sam i bez niczyjej pomocy.

Po tym, jak kaptan potamal i poblogostawit
chleb — symbol umeczonego ciata Chrystusa
— Easton, kulejac w swoim umeczonym ciele,
podszedt, aby wzia¢ tace. Jednakze z podlogi na
podwyzszenie prowadzily trzy znaczne stop-
nie. Tak wigc, po przejeciu tacy, wyciagnat rece
tak wysoko, jak tylko moégt, i potozyl te tace na
powierzchni nad poreczg. Nastepnie usiadl na
jednym z wyzszych stopni i podciagnat obiema
rekami prawg noge na pierwszy stopien. Potem
wciagnal lewa noge na ten sam stopien i tak
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same step, and so on up until, arduously, he was
at the summit of his personal three-step Mount
Everest.

He then maneuvered himself to a structur-
al post by which he could climb to a standing
position. He made his way back to the tray. A few
more steps and he stood in front of the bishop,
his father, who, with tears drenching his eyes and
flooding down his face, had to restrain himself
from embracing this perfectly courageous and
faithful son. And Easton, with relief and a broad
smile consuming his face, might well have said, “I
have glorified [my father and] have finished the
work [he gave] me to do”

Faith, loyalty, purity, trust, honor, and, in the
end, love for that father he so wished to please.
These and a dozen other qualities makeusalso
say, “Whosoever ... shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”

Sisters and brothers and friends, at the top of
the list of the most beautiful images I know are
babies and children and youth as conscientious
and priceless as those we have referred to today.

I testify that they are images of the kingdom of
God flourishing on earth in all of its strength and
beauty.

In that same spirit of testimony, I bear wit-
ness that in his youth, Joseph Smith saw what he
said he saw and conversed with those with whom
he said he spoke. I testify that a humble and pure
Russell M. Nelson is God’s ordained and gifted
prophet and seer. Coming from a lifetime of
reading, I bear witness that the Book of Mormon
is the most rewarding book I have ever read and
the keystone of my little dwelling in a kingdom
of many mansions. I bear witness that priesthood
and prayer are restoring my life—Christ’s priest-
hood and your prayers. I know all this to be true
and bear witness of it in the name of the most
loyal and humble of all God’s sons—Alpha and
Omega, the Great I Am, the crucified, the faithful
witness—even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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dalej, az z mozolem znalazl si¢ na szczycie swego
osobistego trzystopniowego Mount Everestu.

Nastepnie manewrowal tak, aby podejs¢ do
stupa konstrukcyjnego, dzigki ktéremu wypro-
stowal sie do pozycji stojacej. Wrocil po tace.
Jeszcze kilka krokdéw i stal przed biskupem,
swoim ojcem, ktory ze tzami zalewajacymi oczy i
sptywajacymi po twarzy musial powstrzymac sie
od objecia swego doskonale odwaznego i wierne-
go syna. A Easton z ulga i szerokim usmiechem
rozpromieniajacym twarz, mogt powiedzie¢: ,,Ja
ci¢ [ojcze] uwielbitem na ziemi; dokonatem dzie-
fa, ktére mi zleciles, abym je wykonat”.

Wiara, lojalno$¢, nieskalanie, zaufanie,
honor, a w koncu mito$¢ do ojca, ktérego tak
bardzo pragnat zadowoli¢. Te i tuzin innych cech
sktaniajg inasdo wypowiedzenia stéw: ,,Kto si¢
wiec unizy jak to dziecie, ten jest najwigkszy w
Kroélestwie Niebios”.

Siostry i bracia, na szczycie listy najpiekniej-
szych obrazoéw, jakie znam, znajduja si¢ niemow-
leta, dzieci i nastolatki tak sumienne i bezcenne,
jak te, o ktorych dzi§ méwilismy. Swiadcze, ze s3
one odbiciem krélestwa Boga rozkwitajacego na
ziemi w calej jego sile i pieknie.

W duchu tego samego $wiadectwa $wiad-
cze, ze w swej mlodosci Jézet Smith ujrzat to,
co powiedzial, ze ujrzal, i rozmawial z Tymi, o
ktérych méwil, ze z Nimi rozmawiatl. Swiadcze,
ze pokorny i nieskalany Russell M. Nelson jest
ustanowionym przez Boga, utalentowanym pro-
rokiem i widzacym. Bedac czytelnikiem Ksiegi
Mormona przez cale zycie, sktadam $wiadectwo,
ze jest ona ksiega, ktora daje mi satysfakcje naj-
wigksza ze wszystkich ksiag, jakie kiedykolwiek
przeczytatem, i stanowi kamien zwornikowy mo-
jego skromnego mieszkania w krélestwie wielu
posiadlosci. Sktadam $wiadectwo, ze kaptanstwo
i modlitwa przywracaja moje zycie — kaptanstwo
Chrystusa i wasze modlitwy. Wiem, ze to wszyst-
ko jest prawda i skladam o tym $wiadectwo, w
imie najbardziej lojalnego i pokornego ze wszyst-
kich synéw Boga — Alfy i Omegi, Wielkiego Jam
Jest, ukrzyzowanego, $wiadka wiernego— same-
go Pana Jezusa Chrystusa, amen.
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