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As we diligently seek to have charity and virtue fill
our lives, our confidence in approaching God will
increase.

My dear brothers and sisters, I am grateful to
speak to you today in this important general con-
ference. My eyes continue to get older. Thank you
for your understanding as I deliver my message.

We live in a day of great momentum in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I am
filled with joy as I see progress in so many areas.

I am especially inspired by our youth. They
are giving service in large numbers. They are
seeking their ancestors and performing ordi-
nances in the temple. Our young men and wom-
en are submitting applications for missionary
service in record numbers. The rising generation
isrising upas stalwart followers of Jesus Christ.

Recently I met a new great-granddaugh-
ter. When I contemplate the challenges she will
experience in her life, I feel a great desire to help
her build faith in Jesus Christ. Living His gospel
is essential for her future happiness.

She, like each of us, will face challenges.

We all will experience illness, disappointment,
temptation, and loss. These challenges can knock
our self-confidence. However, disciples of Jesus
Christ have access to a different kind of confi-
dence.

When we make and keep covenants with
God, we can have confidence that is born of the
Spirit. The Lord told the Prophet Joseph Smith
that our confidence can “wax strong in the
presence of God.”Imagine the comfort of having
confidence in the presence of God!
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Kai uoliai sieksime, kad miisy gyvenimas biity
kupinas tikrosios meilés ir dorybés, sustiprés miisy
pasitikéjimas artinantis prie Dievo.

Mano brangis broliai ir seserys, esu dékin-
gas, kad $iandien galiu kalbéti jums Sioje svarbio-
je visuotinéje konferencijoje. Mano akys ir toliau
sensta. ACill jums uz supratinguma man issakant
savo mintis.

Gyvename sparcios Pastaryjy Dieny Sventy-
ju Jézaus Kristaus Baznycios pazangos dienomis.
Kai matau pazanga tokioje daugybéje sriciy,
mane apima dziaugsmas.

Ypac mane jkvepia misy jaunimas. Daugy-
bé jy tarnauja kitiems. Jie iesko savo protéviy
ir atlieka apeigas Sventykloje. Rekordiskai daug
musy vaikiny ir merginy pateikia paraiskas tar-
nauti misijoje. Augancioji kartaaugakaip istikimi
Jézaus Kristaus pasekéjai.

Neseniai susipazinau su nauja proanike. Kai
mastau apie iSméginimus, kuriuos ji patirs savo
gyvenime, trokstu padéti jai stiprinti tikéjima j
Jézy Kristy. Kad ateityje buty laiminga, jai batina
gyventi pagal Jo evangelija.

Ji, kaip ir kiekvienas i§ musy, susidurs su
iSméginimais. Visi patirsime ligy, nusivylimy,
pagundy ir netekéiy. Sie i$méginimai gali susil-
pninti masy pasitikéjima savimi. Taciau Jézaus
Kristaus mokiniai gali jgyti kitokj pasitikéjima.

Kai sudarome sandoras su Dievu ir jy laiko-
meés, galime jausti i§ Dvasios kylantj pasitikéjima.
Viespats pranasui DZozefui Smitui pasaké, kad
milsy pasitikéjimas Dievo akivaizdoje gali augti.
Tik pagalvokite, kokia paguoda yra jausti pasiti-
kéjima Dievo akivaizdoje!
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When I speak of having confidence before
God, I am referring to having confidence in
approaching Godright now! I am referring to
praying with confidence that Heavenly Father
hears us, that He understands our needs better
than we do. I am referring to having confidence
that He loves us more than we can comprehend,
that He sends angels to be with us and with those
we love.l am referring to having confidence that
He yearns to help each of us reach our highest
potential.

Now, how do we gain such confidence? The
Lord answers this question with these words:
“Let thy bowels ... be full of charity towards all
men, ... and let virtue garnish thy thoughts un-
ceasingly;thenshall thy confidence wax strong in
the presence of God”

There’s the key! In the Lord’s own words,
charity and virtue open the way to having con-
fidence before God! Brothers and sisters, we can
do this! Our confidence can truly wax strong in
the presence of God, right now!

Let’s consider both charity and virtue.

First, charity. Two years ago, I called upon us,
as covenant followers of Jesus Christ, to be peace-
makers. I repeat what I said then: “Anger never
persuades. Hostility builds no one. Contention
never leads to inspired solutions.”

True charity towards all men is the hallmark
of peacemakers! It is imperative that we have
charity in our discourse, both public and private.
I thank those of you who took my previous coun-
sel to heart. But we can still do better.

The present hostility in public dialogue and
on social media is alarming. Hateful words are
deadly weapons. Contention prevents the Holy
Ghost from being our constant companion.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should lead
the way as peacemakers. As charity becomes part
of our nature, we will lose the impulse to demean
others. We will stop judging others. We will have
charity for those from all walks of life.Charity
towards all men is essential to our progress.
Charity is the foundation of a godly character.

Let us plead with our Heavenly Father to fill
our hearts with greater charity—especially for
those who are difficult to love—for charity is a
gift from our Heavenly Father for true followers
of Jesus Christ.The Savior is the Prince of Peace.
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Kai kalbu apie pasitikéjima priesais Dieva,
kalbu apie pasitikéjima kreiptis j Dieva jaudabar!
Kalbu apie meldimasi, pasitikint, kad Dangiskasis
Tévas mus girdi, kad Jis supranta mtisy porei-
kius geriau uz mus. Kalbu apie pasitikéjima, kad
Jis mus myli labiau, nei galime suvokti, kad Jis
siuncia angelus biti su mumis ir su tais, kuriuos
mylime.Kalbu apie pasitikéjima, kad Jis troksta
padéti kiekvienam i$ muisy pasiekti auk$ciausig
savo potenciala.

Tad kaip jgyti tokj pasitikéjima? Viespats i
$j klausima atsako tokiais zodziais: ,,Tavo vidus
tegul buna pilnas tikrosios meilés visiems zmo-
néms [...] ir tegul dorybé nepaliaujamai puosia
tavo mintis;tadatavo pasitikéjimas Dievo akivaiz-
doje augs.“

Cia gltdi raktas! Viespaties ZodZiais tariant,
tikroji meilé ir dorybé atveria kelig j pasitikéjima
priesais Dieva! Broliai ir seserys, mums tai pa-
siekiama! Masy pasitikéjimas Dievo akivaizdoje
tikrai gali augti jau dabar!

Pakalbékime apie tikraja meile ir dorybe.

Pirma, tikroji meilé. Pries dvejus metus
kvie¢iau mus, kaip sandorg sudariusius Jézaus
Kristaus pasekéjus, buti taikdariais. Kartoju tai,
ka sakiau tada: ,,Pyktis niekada nieko nejtikina.
Priesiskumas niekam nepadeda. Nesutarimai
niekada nenuveda prie jkvépty sprendimy.“

Tikroji meilé visiems Zmonéms yra taikdariy
skiriamasis bruozas! Kalbéti tiek viesai, tiek pri-
vaciai privalome su tikraja meile. Dékoju tiems
i$ jusy, kurie mano ankstesnj patarimg priéme j
$irdj. Taciau galime dar labiau pasistengti.

Dabartinis pries$iskumas vieSame dialoge
ir socialiniuose tinkluose kelia nerimg. Neapy-
kantos kupini zZodziai yra mirtini ginklai. Gincai
trukdo Sventajai Dvasiai biiti misy nuolatine
bendrazyge.

Kaip Jézaus Kristaus pasekéjai, turétume eiti
priesakyje kaip taikdariai. Tikrajai meilei tapus
musy prigimties dalimi, prarasime stimulg Ze-
minti kitus. Liausimés teisti kitus. Jausime tikraja
meile visy visuomenés sluoksniy Zmonéms.
Tikroji meilé visiems Zmonéms butina misy
pazangai. Tikroji meilé yra dievoto charakterio
pagrindas.

Melskime miisy Dangiskajj Téva gausiau pri-
pildyti masy $irdis tikrosios meilés — ypac tiems,
kuriuos sunku myléti,nes tikroji meilé yra misy
Dangiskojo Tévo dovana tikriesiems Jézaus Kris-
taus pasekéjams.Gelbétojas yra Ramybés Kuni-
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We are to be His instruments for peace.

Now, let us speak of virtue. The Lord tells us
to garnish our thoughtsunceasinglywith virtue.
Imagine the boost you will receive to any positive
thought when you enhance it with virtue. Virtue
makes everything better and happier! On the
other hand, imagine what will happen when you
add virtue to an impure thought, a cruel thought,
or a depressing thought. Virtue will drive away-
thosethoughts. Virtue will free you from anxious,
troublesome thoughts.

Brothers and sisters, as the world grows more
wicked, we need to grow increasingly pure. Our
thoughts, words, and actions need to be unfail-
ingly virtuous and filled with the pure love of
Jesus Christ towards all men. The great opportu-
nity before us is to become the people God needs
us to be.

Regular worship in the house of the Lord
increases our capacity for both virtue and charity.
Thus, time in the temple increases our confidence
before the Lord. Increased time in the temple will
help us prepare for the Second Coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. We do not know the day or
the hour of His coming.But I do know that the
Lord is prompting me to urge us to get ready for
that “great and dreadful day”

As we diligently seek to have charity and
virtue fill our lives, our confidence in approach-
ing God will increase. I invite you to take inten-
tional steps to grow inyourconfidence before the
Lord.Then, as we go to our Heavenly Father with
increasing confidence, we will be filled with more
joy, and your faith in Jesus Christ will increase.
We will begin to experience spiritual power that
exceeds our greatest hopes.

We are grateful to the Lord for the acceler-
ation of temple-building in recent years. Under
His direction, today we announce plans to con-
struct a temple in each of these 15 locations:

Reynosa, Mexico

Chorrillos, Peru

Rivera, Uruguay

Campo Grande, Brazil

Porto, Portugal

Uyo, Nigeria

San Jose del Monte, Philippines

Noumeéa, New Caledonia

Liverpool, Australia

Caldwell, Idaho

Flagstaff, Arizona

Rapid City, South Dakota
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gaikstis. Turime biti Jo taikos, ramybés jrankiai.

Dabar pakalbékime apie dorybe. Viespats
nurodo mumsnepaliaujamaipuosti mintis dory-
be. Pagalvokite, kokj postiimj pajusite bet kokiai
teigiamai minciai, kai jg sustiprinsite dorybe. Dél
dorybés viskas vyksta geriau ir laimingiau! Kita
vertus, pagalvokite, kas nutiks, jei prie netyry,
ziauriy ar slegianciy minciy pridésite dorybe.
Dorybé iSvarystasmintis. Dorybé islaisvins jus
nuo neraminanciy, varginanciy minciy.

Broliai ir seserys, pasauliui tampant vis ne-
labesniam, turime tapti vis tyresni. Misy mintys,
zodziai ir veiksmai turi buti nepaliaujamai dori
ir kupini tyros Jézaus Kristaus meilés visiems
zmonéms. Misy laukia nuostabi galimybé tapti
tokiais Zmonémis, kokiy reikia Dievui.

Reguliarus garbinimas Vie§paties namuose
padidina musy gebéjima buti doriems ir tikrai
myléti. Taigi Sventykloje praleistas laikas didina
musy pasitikéjima Viespaciu. Ilgesnis laikas,
praleistas $ventykloje, padés mums pasiruosti an-
trajam musy Gelbétojo, Jézaus Kristaus, atéjimui.
Nezinome nei Jo atéjimo dienos, nei valandos.
Bet zinau, kad Vie$pats skatina mane raginti mus
ruostis tai ,,didingai ir baisiai VieSpaties dienai®

Kai uoliai sieksime, kad miisy gyvenimas
buty kupinas tikrosios meilés ir dorybés, susti-
prés musy pasitikéjimas artinantis prie Dievo.
Kvieciu jus imtis samoningy veiksmuy, kadjasy-
pasitikéjimas priesais VieSpatj augty.Tada, kai vis
labiau pasitikédami kreipsimés j Dangiskajj Téva,
busime gausiau pripildyti dziaugsmo ir jusy tike-
jimas i Jézy Kristy augs.Pradésime patirti dvasing
galia, pranokstancia didziausias misy viltis.

Esame dékingi Viespaciui uz pastaraisiais
metais paspartéjusj $ventykly statyma. Jo vado-
vaujami, $iandien pranesame apie planus pastaty-
ti po $ventykla kiekvienoje is $iy 15 viety:

Reinosa, Meksika,

Coriljosas, Peru,

Rivera, Urugvajus,

Kampo Grandgé, Brazilija,

Portas, Portugalija,

Ujas, Nigerija,

San Chose del Monté, Filipinai,

Numeéja, Naujoji Kaledonija,

Liverpulis, Australija,

Koldvelis, Aidahas,

Flagstafas, Arizona,

Rapid Sitis, Piety Dakota,
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Greenville, South Carolina

Norfolk, Virginia

Spanish Fork, Utah

I testify that Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of
Israel, leads this, His Church. He is preparing to
come again. May we likewise prepare to receive
Him. For this I pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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Grinvilis, Piety Karolina,

Norfolkas, Virdzinija,

Spani$ Forkas, Juta.

Liudiju, kad Jézus Kristus, Izraelio I$pirke-
jas, vadovauja $iai, savo, Baznyciai. Jis ruosiasi
vél ateiti. Tad ir mes pasiruoskime Jj sutikti. To
meldZziu Jézaus Kristaus vardu, amen.
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