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The real destination of discipleship is literally to
become as Jesus Christ is.

President Russell M. Nelson recently invited
us to “make our discipleship our highest prior-
ity” That powerful invitation has stirred me to
ponder deeply about my personal discipleship of
Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Is Deliberate

A disciple is a follower or student of another.
Disciples are “apprentices” who devote their lives
to becoming like their teacher. Thus, being a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ implies more than believing
His teachings and doctrine. It even implies more
than acknowledging His divinity and accepting
Him as our Savior and Redeemer, as vitally im-
portant as that is.

President Dallin H. Oaks explained: “Follow-
ing Christ is not a casual or occasional practice.
It is a continuous commitment and way of life
that should guide us at all times and in all plac-
es”Discipleship is a deliberate journey that we
take to become transformed through the Lord’s
atoning sacrifice and His enabling power. The
real destination of discipleship is literally to be-
come as Jesus Christ is—even to the point where
we receive “his image in [our] countenances.”

To be the Lord’s disciples, we must inten-
tionally imitate His thoughts and actions every
day—for example, His obedience, humility, and
patience. As we gradually incorporate these
attributes into our own identities, we become
“partakers of [His] divine nature” This emula-
tion of the Savior’s character is at the heart of
worshipping Him. As President Nelson taught,
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Tikrasis mokinystés tikslas yra tiesiogine prasme
tapti tokiems kaip Jézus Kristus.

Neseniai prezidentas Raselas M. Nelsonas
pakvieté mus ,,mokinyste paversti svarbiausiu
prioritetu®. Tas jtaigus kvietimas paskatino mane,
kaip Jézaus Kristaus mokinj, nuodugniai apmas-
tyti savo asmenine mokinyste.

Mokinyste yra sgmoninga

Mokinys - tai kito Zmogaus pasekéjas arba
ugdytinis.Mokiniai savo gyvenimg pasvencia
tam, kad tapty panasus j savo mokytoja. Todél
bati Jézaus Kristaus mokiniu reiskia daugiau nei
vien tikéti Jo mokymais ir doktrina. Tai reiskia
netgi daugiau nei pripazinti Jo dieviskumg ir
priimti Jj kaip misy Gelbétojg ir I$pirkeéja, kad ir
kaip gyvybiskai svarbu tai buty.

Prezidentas Dalinas H. Ouksas paaiskino:
»Sekimas Kristumi neturéty buti atsitiktinis ar
proginis. Tai nuolatinis jsipareigojimas ir gyveni-
mo budas, kuriuo turétume vadovautis visada ir
visur.“Mokinysté - tai sgmoninga kelioné, j kurig
leidziamés, kad taptume pakeisti per VieSpaties
apmokanciaja auka ir Jo jgalinancig galig. Tikra-
sis mokinysteés tikslas yra tiesiogine prasme tapti
tokiems kaip Jézus Kristus — netgi iki tiek, kad
jgytume ,,jo atvaizdg savo veiduose®

Kad batume Vie$paties mokiniai, turime
kasdien sgmoningai mégdzioti Jo mintis ir elgesj,
pavyzdziui, Jo paklusnumga, nuolankuma ir kan-
trybe. Kai palaipsniui $ias savybes padarome savo
tapatybés dalimi, tampame ,,[Jo] dieviskosios pri-
gimties dalininkais® Toks Gelbétojo charakterio
atkartojimas ir yra Jo garbinimo esmé. Preziden-
tas Nelsonas moké: ,,Jézy geriausiai $loviname
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“Our adoration of Jesus is best expressed by our
emulation of Jesus.”

The Sign of True Discipleship

Of all the many divine attributes of Jesus
Christ we are to emulate, one stands preeminent
and embodies all others. That attribute is His
pure love, or charity. Both the prophet Mormon
and the Apostle Paul remind us that without
charity, “[we] are nothing”Or, as revealed to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, without “charity, [we]
candonothing”

The Savior Himself identified love as a mark
or sign by which His true disciples would be
recognized when He declared:

“A new commandment I give unto you, That
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.

“Bythis shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another”

Charity is a rich concept that can be diffi-
cult to define but is easily perceived by all who
are touched by it.Preach My Gospelteaches that
“charity, like faith, leads to action”Indeed, charity
may be described as “love in action.” This de-
scription provides great insight into the summa-
ry statement of the Savior’s life—He “went about
doing good.”

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should seek
to emulate the way our Master demonstrated His
pure love for others. Although the Savior mani-
fests charity in many ways, I would like to call at-
tention to three particular patterns of His charity
that are readily seen in His true disciples.

Charity Is Showing Compassion

First, the Savior showed charity by being
compassionate. During His ministry among the
Nephites, as recorded in the Book of Mormon,
the Lord invited the people to return home and
ponder on the things He had taught and to pre-
pare for His return the following day.The record
then states:

“They were in tears, and did look steadfastly
upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a little
longer with them.

“And he said unto them: Behold, my bowels
are filled with compassion towards you.”

Compassion is the portion of charity that
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sekdami Jézaus pavyzdziu.®

Tikrosios mokinystés Zzenklas

I$ daugelio dievisky Jézaus Kristaus savy-
biy, kurias turime atkartoti, viena issiskiria ir
apima visas kitas. Ta savybé yra Jo tyra meilé,
arba tikroji meilé. Tiek pranasas Mormonas, tiek
apastalas Paulius mums primena, kad be tikro-
sios meilés ,esa[me] niekas“. Arba, kaip buvo
apreiksta pranasui Dzozefui Smitui, be ,tikrosios
meilés [...] nieko negali[me]nuveikti®

Pats Gelbétojas meile jvardijo kaip zenkla,
arba pozymj, pagal kurj Jo tikrieji mokiniai bus
atpazinti, pareik§damas:

»A$ jums duodu naujg jsakyma, kad jas
vienas kitg mylétumeéte: kaip as jus pamilau, kad
ir jus mylétumeéte vienas kitg.
mylésite vieni kitus.“

Tikroji meilé yra plati savoka, kurig gali
bati sunku apibrézti, bet kurig lengvai suvokia
visi, kuriuos ji paveikia. VadoveSkelbkite mano
evangelijamokoma, kad , tikroji meilé, kaip ir
tikéjimas, skatina veikti® IS tiesy tikraja meile
galima apibiidinti kaip ,veikianciag meile®, Sis
apibadinimas leidzia puikiai suprasti Gelbétojo
gyvenimg apibendrinantj teiginj - Jis ,vaiksciojo,
darydamas gera®

Kaip Jézaus Kristaus pasekéjai, turétume
stengtis atkartoti tai, kaip masy Mokytojas
kitiems rodé tyra meile. Nors Gelbétojas tikrajg
meile parodo daugeliu budy, noréciau atkreipti
démes;j j tris konkrecius Jo tikrosios meilés isreis-
kimo modelius, kurie lengvai pastebimi Jo tikry
mokiniy elgesyje.

Tikroji meilé - tai uzuojautos rodymas

Pirma, Gelbétojas tikraja meile parodé per
uzuojauty ir gailestj. Tarnaudamas nefitams, kaip
aprasyta Mormono Knygoje, Viespats pasitlé
zmoneéms grizti namo, apmastyti Jo mokymus ir
ruostis Jo sugrizimui kitg dieng.Metrastyje toliau
teigiama:

»Jie asarojo ir neatsitraukdami ziaréjo i ji,
tarsi prasyty jo dar truputélj su jais pabuti.

Ir jis taré jiems: Stai mano vidus pilnas uzuo-

jautos jums.*
Uzuojauta yra tikrosios meilés dalis, kuria
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seeks to alleviate suffering.Filled with com-
passion, the Lord healed the sick and afflicted
among the people. Afterward, He blessed their
children while angels descended from heaven
and surrounded them.He performed these ten-
der, loving acts, and many more, because He was
“moved with compassion.”

While serving as a young missionary in
South America, I likewise benefited from the
compassion of a dear friend. One evening while
I was driving with my companion to the home
of our mission president, a young man on a
bicycle turned suddenly in front of the vehicle.

It happened so quickly that I could not avoid the
collision. Tragically, this young man was killed
by the impact. I was devastated over the loss of
his life. Terrified and in shock as the awful reality
of what had just occurred crashed down upon
me, I was taken to jail and locked up.I have never
felt more frightened and alone. I was filled with
despair and fear that I would be imprisoned for
the rest of my life.

A fellow missionary, Elder Brian Koche-
var, learned of the accident and was moved by
compassion. He came to the jail and pled with
the officers to be allowed to stay with me in the
cell so that I would not be alone. Miraculously,
they agreed. To this day, I feel profound gratitude
for this disciple’s act of Christlike love, which
calmed, comforted, and consoled me during the
greatest moment of distress in my life.His chari-
table compassion was a telling sign of his disci-
pleship. As President Nelson observed, “One of
the easiest ways to identify atrue followerof Jesus
Christ is how compassionately that person treats
other people”

Charity Is Ministering to Unspoken
Needs

Another example of how the Savior demon-
strates His love is through His observance of and
ministry to the unspoken needs of others. To the
man who had been lame for 38 years with no
one to help him, the Lord made him whole and
encouraged him to live righteously.To the woman
caught in adultery, He offered hope and comfort
rather than condemnation.For the man with
paralysis who was lowered from the roof, the
Lord offered forgiveness of sins, not just healing
of body.

When I was called to serve as a bishop, our
six young children made sacrament meetings
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siekiama palengvinti kancias.Kupinas gailescio
Viespats iSgydé sergancius ir prislégtus Zmones.
Paskui Jis laimino jy vaikus, ir juos apsupo i$
dangaus nusileide angelai.]is atliko $iuos Svelnius,
meilés kupinus veiksmus ir daugelj kity dalyky,
nes ,,gailéjosi“zmoniy.

Kai tarnavau Piety Amerikoje kaip jaunas
misionierius, taip pat patyriau vieno brangaus
draugo uzuojauty. Vieng vakarg, man su pori-
ninku vaziuojant j misijos prezidento namus,
priesais muisy automobilj j kelig staiga pasuko
dviraciu vaziaves vaikinas. Tai jvyko taip greitai,
kad negaléjau isvengti susidirimo. Deja, bet nuo
smugio $is jaunuolis Zuvo. Mane labai pribloské
jo mirtis. Apimtas siaubo ir sukréstas uzgriuvu-
sios siaubingos $io jvykio realybés buvau nuvez-
tas ir uzrakintas arestinéje.Dar niekada nesi-
jauciau toks i$sigandes ir vieni$as. Mane apémé
neviltis ir baimé, kad visg likusj gyvenima bisiu
jkalintas.

Vienas misionierius, vyresnysis Brajanas
Kocevaris, suzinojo apie avarija ir man pajuto
uzuojauty. Jis atéjo j aresting ir maldavo pareigi-
ny leisti jam likti kameroje su manimi, kad neba-
¢iau vienas. Jie stebuklingai sutiko. Iki $iol jauciu
didziulj dékinguma uz $io mokinio Kristaus
meile paremta poelgj, kuris nuramino ir paguodé
mane didziausio mano gyvenime sielvarto aki-
mirka.Jo gerasirdiska uzuojauta buvo israiskingas
mokinystés Zenklas. Prezidentas Nelsonas sake:
»Vienas lengviausiy budy atpazintitikrajjJézaus
Kristaus pasekéja, tai paziareéti, kaip uzjauciamai
tas Zzmogus elgiasi su kitais Zmonémis.“

Tikroji meile — tai tarnavimas tenkinant
neissakytus poreikius

Kitas pavyzdys, kaip Gelbétojas rodo savo
meile, - Jis pastebi nei§sakytus zmoniy poreikius
ir juos patenkina. Vyra, kuris 38 metus buvo
luosas ir neturéjo nieko, kas galéty jam padé-
ti, Vie$pats iSgydeé ir padrasino gyventi teisiai.
Moteriai, sugautai svetimaujant, Jis pasialé viltj ir
paguoda, o ne pasmerkima.Pro stoga nuleistam
paralyziuotam zmogui Vie$pats pasitlé nuodeé-
miy atleidima, ne tik kiino i§gydyma.

Kai buvau pasauktas tarnauti vyskupu,
musy $esi mazi vaikai apsunkindavo sakramen-
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challenging for my wife, Cristin, who had to
manage them alone while I sat on the stand.

As you may imagine, our children were often
less than reverent. Noticing her situation, two
members of our ward, John and Debbie Benich,
began sitting with her each Sunday to help. Their
kindness continued for years, and they became
surrogate grandparents to our family. Like the
Lord, these disciples had noticed the unspoken
need and acted in love—a prominent sign of
their discipleship.

Charity Is Helping Others Along the
Covenant Path

Lastly, the Savior’s perfect love is focused on
enabling all of God’s children to fulfill our divine
potential that we may “partake of his salvation,
and the power of his redemption”’As we become
more like our Master, our desire to help our
brothers and sisters along the covenant path will
naturally increase.

For instance, we can uplift and befriend
those who feel offended or forgotten, help those
who are new to our congregation feel welcome,
or invite friends to worship with us at sacrament
meeting—perhaps this coming Easter. There are
countless ways to encourage and assist others in
their progression if we deliberately and prayer-
fully seek heaven’s help to have eyes to seeand a
heart to feel how Jesus Christ sees and feels for
them.

Helping others along their covenant path
may take the form of an unconventional act
of service. As an example, during my current
assignment in the Philippines, I learned of the
Agamata family. They were baptized in 2023, and
then they eagerly set a date to be sealed as a fam-
ily in the nearby Urdaneta Philippines Temple.
However, just before the family’s appointment,
several typhoons struck the region. Brother Aga-
mata, a rice farmer, was unable to plant his crops
during the harsh storms. When the tempests
finally passed, he needed to quickly plant the rice
while the ground was soaked with water—ideal
conditions for planting. Sadly, the temple trip
would have to be postponed.

Two disciples, Elder and Sister Cauilan,
along with three young service missionaries,
heard of the Agamata family’s struggle and of-
fered help despite having no farming experience.
Working under the blistering sun, they helped
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to susirinkimus mano Zmonai Kristinai, kuri,
man sédint priekyje ant pakylos, turédavo juos
priziaréti viena. Kaip galite jsivaizduoti, masy
vaikai susirinkimo metu daznai badavo nelabai
pagarbis. Pastebéje jos padétj, du misy apylin-
kés nariai, Dzonas ir Debé Benichai, kiekvieng
sekmadienj émé séstis $alia jos, kad padéty. Jy
gerumas tesési daugelj mety ir jie tapo misy
$eimos surogatiniais seneliais. Kaip ir Viespats,
$ie mokiniai pastebéjo nei$sakyta poreikj ir veiké
su meile — ryskiu savo mokinystés Zenklu.

Tikroji meile — tai pagalba kitiems eiti
sandoros keliu

Galiausiai tobula Gelbétojo meilé yra sutelkta
i tai, kad visi Dievo vaikai galéty pasiekti savo
dieviskajj potenciala, kad galétume ,,ragaut[i] jo
isgelbéjimo ir jo i$pirkimo galios® Kai tampame
panasesni j Mokytoja, nataraliai stipréja mtisy
troskimas padéti broliams ir seserims eiti sando-
ros keliu.

Pavyzdziui, galime pakyléti tuos, kurie jau-
Ciasi jzeisti ar pamirsti, ir draugauti su jais, naujai
atvykusiems j masy bendruomene galime padéti
jaustis svetingai priimtiems arba pakviesti drau-
gus kartu su mumis garbinti Dievg sakramento
susirinkime - galbut per $ias artéjancias Velykas.
Yra nesuskaic¢iuojama daugybé budy, kaip padra-
sinti kitus ir padéti jiems tobuléti, jei samoningai
ir pamaldziai siekiame dangaus pagalbos noréda-
mi atverti akis, kad matyty, ir $irdj, kad pajusty,
kaip Jézus Kristus juos mato ir kg jiems jaucia.

Pagalba kitiems sandoros kelyje gali pasi-
reiks$ti nejprastu tarnavimu. Pavyzdziui, vykdy-
damas dabartinj paskyrima Filipinuose suzinojau
apie Agamaty Seima. Jie pasikrikstijo 2023 me-
tais, o tada nekantraudami nusistaté datg, kada
galés buti uzantspauduoti kaip Seima netoliese
esancioje Filipiny Urdanetos $ventykloje. Ta-
Ciau pries pat tg Seimos nusistatytg laika regiong
nusiaubé keli taifanai. Ryziy augintojas brolis
Agamata dél smarkiy audry negaléjo séti savo
paséliy. Kai audros pagaliau praéjo, jam reikéjo
greitai pasodinti ryzius, kol Zemé dar permir-
kusi - tai idealios sglygos ryziams sodinti. Deja,
keliong j $ventykla tekty atidéti.

Du mokiniai, vyresnysis ir sesuo Koilanai,
kartu su trimis jaunais tarnavimo misionieriais
iSgirdo apie Agamaty $eimos sunkumus ir, nors
neturéjo tkininkavimo patirties, pasisialé padéti.
Darbuodamiesi saulés kaitroje, jie padéjo sodinti
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plant the seedlings, allowing the Agamatas to
complete their task and attend their temple
sealing as scheduled. Elder Cauilan observed that
“[the Agamatas’] countenances glowed as we saw
them dressed in white in the house of the Lord.
The joy we felt ministering to the one is a joy
beyond compare!”

The Agamatas now enjoy the rich blessings
of being sealed as an eternal family because a few
tellow disciples who were filled with charity—a
sign of their discipleship—determined to help
their brothers and sisters forward along their
covenant path.

Brothers and sisters, discipleship of Jesus
Christ is the only way to obtain enduring happi-
ness. It is a path filled with deliberate and pur-
poseful acts of love toward others. While the path
of discipleship may be difficult and challenging,
and while at times we may struggle and fall short,
we can take comfort that God is mindful of us
and yearns to help us every time we try. Isaiah re-
minds us that “God will hold [our] hand, saying
..., Fear not; I will help thee”

With this assurance from our Father in
Heaven in mind, I earnestly pray that we may fol-
low President Nelson’s invitation to prioritize our
discipleship. May we “pray unto the Father with
all the energy of heart” to “be filled with this love,
which he hath bestowed upon all who are true
followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; ... that when
he shall appear we shall be like him”because we
will carry a sign of true discipleship, which is
“charity ... the pure love of Christ”

I testify that Jesus Christ is our living, glori-
ous Savior, Redeemer, Exemplar, and Friend. In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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sodinukus, kad Agamatai galéty atlikti uzduotj ir,
kaip buvo suplanuota, nuvykti j uzantspaudavi-
ma $ventykloje. Vyresnysis Koilanas pasaké, kad
»[Agamaty] veidai tiesiog $vytéjo, kai Viespaties
namuose pamatéme juos apsirengusius baltai.
Dziaugsmas, kurj jautéme tarnaudami savo arti-
mui, yra su niekuo nesulyginamas dziaugsmas!“

Dabar Agamatai, bidami uzantspauduoti
kaip amzinoji $eima, mégaujasi gausiomis $io uz-
antspaudavimo palaimomis, nes keletas Kristaus
mokiniy, kupiny tikrosios meilés - jy mokinystés
zenklo, — buvo pasiryze padéti broliams ir sese-
rims eiti j priekj sandoros keliu.

Broliai ir seserys, buvimas Jézaus Kristaus
mokiniais - tai vienintelis budas pasiekti ilgalaike
laime. Tai kelias, kupinas samoningy ir tikslingy
meilés kitiems veiksmy. Nors mokinystés kelias
gali buti sudétingas bei kupinas is$tkiy ir nors
kartais mums gali kilti sunkumy ir nepasisekti,
galime guostis, kad Dievas riipinasi mumis ir
troksta mums padéti kiekviena karta, kai stengia-
meés. Izaijas mums primena, kad ,,Dievas, laiky/[s]
[misy] desing ranka ir saky[s]: ,Nebijok, A$ tau
padésiul®

Atsizvelgdamas j §j Dangiskojo Tévo pa-
tikinima nuosirdziai meldziuosi, kad sektume
prezidento Nelsono kvietimu pirmenybe teikti
savo mokinystei. Tad melskimés ,,Tévui i$ visy
Sirdies jégy", kad buitume ,,pripildyti $itos mei-
lés, kurios jis suteiké visiems, kurie yra tikri jo
Stnaus Jézaus Kristaus pasekéjai; [...] idant kada
jis pasirodys, batume tokie kaip jis®, nes turésime
tikros mokinystés zenkla, kuris yra ,,tikroji meilé
[...], tyra Kristaus meilé®.

Liudiju, kad Jézus Kristus yra miisy gyvasis
$lovingasis Gelbétojas, I$pirkéjas, Pavyzdys ir
Draugas. Jézaus Kristaus vardu, amen.
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