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As we bind ourselves to act as covenant disciples,
our relationship with the Father and Son is en-
riched, our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspec-
tive expanded.

One day in 2023, Uyanga Altansukh was at
work in the northern Mongolian city of Darkhan
when the Mongolian mission president entered
her workplace. In her words:

“I saw him and thought he had this bright
light in his countenance. He was very kind and
fun to those around him, and I felt warmth.
Before he left, I asked him some questions. A few
days later, he came into my work again and asked
it I could attend his church. I thought it might be
helpful. I was worried for my children’ future, as
society seemed to be full of stress and darkness.

I wanted my children to be like this man with a
light in their countenance, spreading joy to oth-
ers around them.

“One day the missionaries taught us the law
of tithing. My children said with excitement,

‘We must pay our tithing, Mom. I could see my
children’s faith at that moment. Before I joined
the Church, I watched general conference and
listened to President Russell M. Nelson speak.
He announced new temples all over the world
and said that a new temple would be built in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. I rejoiced and shed tears,
even though I did not understand why. With this
joy, I could tell that my faith and testimony were
growing.”

Uyanga, like millions of others, is part of the
great gathering of Israel in preparation for the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. She has begun
her journey along the covenant path and has be-
come a disciple of Christ. What does it mean to
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Kai jsipareigojame elgtis kaip sandoros mokiniai,
miisy rysys su Tevu ir Sunumi turtéja, dZiaugsmas
didéja ir amZinoji perspektyva pleciasi.

Vieng 2023 m. dieng Ujangai Altansuk dir-
bant $iauriniame Mongolijos mieste Darchane,
jos darbovietéje apsilanké Mongolijos misijos
prezidentas. Ji pasakojo:

»Pamaciau jj ir pamaniau, kad jo veidas
ryskiai $vyti. Jis buvo labai malonus su aplin-
kiniais ir linksmas, jauciau $iluma. Pries jam
iSeinant uzdaviau keletg klausimy. Po keliy dieny
jis vél atéjo i mano darba ir paklauseé, ar galéciau
lankyti jo baznyc¢ia. Pagalvojau, kad tai gali bati
naudinga. Nerimavau dél savo vaiky ateities, nes
visuomené, atrodo, kupina jtampos ir tamsos.
Noréjau, kad mano vaikai baty kaip $is vyras, kad
jie $vytinciais veidais skleisty dziaugsma aplinki-
niams.

Vieng dieng misionieriai mus moké desim-
tinés jstatymo. Mano vaikai susijaudine pasaké:
»Mama, turime mokéti desimtine.“ Tg akimirka
pamaciau savo vaiky tikéjima. Prie§ prisijungda-
ma prie Baznycios, stebéjau visuotine konferen-
cijg ir klausiausi prezidento Raselo M. Nelsono
kalbos. Jis paskelbé apie naujas $ventyklas visame
pasaulyje ir pasaké, kad nauja $ventykla bus
pastatyta Ulan Batore, Mongolijoje. Dzitigavau
ir braukiau agaras, nors nesupratau kodél. Sitaip
dziaugdamasi galéjau suprasti, kad mano tikéji-
mas ir liudijimas auga.”

Ujanga, kaip ir milijonai kity, yra dalis
didziojo Izraelio surinkimo ruo$iantis antrajam
Jézaus Kristaus atéjimui. Ji pradéjo savo kelione
sandoros keliu ir tapo Kristaus mokine. K3 reis-
kia bati Kristaus mokiniu? Man patinka japo-
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be a disciple of Christ? I appreciate the Japanese
word for disciple—deshi—demeaning younger
brother, andshimeaning child.

Jesus Christ declared, “I was in the beginning
with the Father, and am the Firstborn.”Because
ofwhoHeisandwhatHe hasdone, we worship
Him, we revere Him, we give glory to Him, and
we follow Him. Christ has redeemed us,and we
are forever grateful for His infinite and atoning
sacrifice.

We have a Heavenly Father, who loves us
as His children. His love for us is perfect. Jesus
Christ and His mission illustrate God’s love for
us. As John wrote, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life”

In our quest to understand what we do not
know, we might sometimes rely on our familiar
mortal experiences, or things wedoknow. For
example, we can learn somewhat of God the
Father through our own parenthood and mor-
tal family relationships. However, we should be
careful in applying these comparisons too far in
our attempt to understand our Heavenly Father.
The attributes of God the Father transcend any-
less-than-perfectattributes of a fallen man. God
the Father is the perfect Father. He is perfectly
loving, kind, patient, and understanding and is
perfectly glorious. We can trust Him perfectly.
The love of Christ reflects the love of God the
Father and is a representation of that love.

Jesus Christ is both the example and the
means.InChrist, we can understand better the
perfect attributes of the Father and His plan.
ThroughChrist, we are given the enabling power
to overcome the tendencies of natural men and
women so that we might become more like the
Father.

Just like our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ is
perfectly merciful and just. These divine attri-
butes of justice and mercy are not in opposition.
They are complementary. Both justice and mercy
illustrate God’s perfect love for His children.

We can trust God the Father and Jesus Christ
because They are just and fair with all of us.

God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, are
perfectly aligned in purpose and love. Because
God and Jesus Christ love us, we are given the
opportunity and privilege as true disciples to
make covenants with Them. By our doing so, our
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niskas zZodis ,,mokinys” —desi, kuriamedereiskia
jaunesnjjj brolj, o8i- vaika.

Jézus Kristus pareiské: ,,Pradzioje a$ buvau su
Tévu ir esu Pirmagimis.“Dél to,kasJisyrairkayra-
padares, garbiname Jj, gerbiame, atiduodame Jam
Slove ir sekame Juo. Kristus mus iSpirko,ir esame
amzinai dékingi uz Jo beribe apmokanciaja auka.

Turime Dangiskajj Téva, kuris myli mus kaip
savo vaikus. Jo meilé mums yra tobula. Jézus
Kristus ir Jo misija parodo Dievo meile mums.
Kaip rasé Jonas: ,,Nes Dievas taip pamilo pasaulj,
jog atidaveé savo viengimj Stiiny, kad kiekvienas,
kuris Jj tiki, neprazity, bet turéty amzingjj gyve-
nima.“

Siekdami suprasti tai, ko nezinome, kartais
galime remtis mums pazjstama Zemiska patirtimi
arba tuo, kazinome. Pavyzdziui, apie Dieva Téva
galime $j tg suzinoti i§ savo tévystés ir zemis-
kosios $eimos santykiy. Vis délto turétume biti
atsargts ir per daug nepasikliauti $iais palygini-
mais, kai bandome suprasti savo Dangiskajj Téva.
Dievo Tévo savybés pranoksta bet kokiasne visai
tobulaspuolusio Zmogaus savybes. Dievas Tévas -
tobulas Tévas. Jis yra tobulai mylintis, geras, kan-
trus ir supratingas bei tobulai lovingas. Galime
Juo tobulai pasikliauti. Kristaus meilé atspindi
Dievo Tévo meilg ir yra tos meilés atvaizdavimas.

Jézus Kristus yra ir pavyzdys, ir priemoné.
Kristujegalime geriau suprasti tobulas Tévo savy-
bes ir Jo plang.PerKristy mums duota jgalinanti
galia jveikti prigimtiniy vyry ir motery polinkius,
kad taptume panasesni j Téva.

Kaip ir masy Dangiskasis Tévas, Jézus
Kristus yra tobulai gailestingas ir teisingas. Sios
dieviskos teisingumo ir gailestingumo savybés
nepriestarauja viena kitai. Jos viena kitg papil-
do. Ir teisingumas, ir gailestingumas atskleidzia
tobulg Dievo meile savo vaikams. Galime pasi-
tikéti Dievu Tévu ir Jézumi Kristumi, nes Jie yra
teisingi ir neSaliSki mums visiems.

Dievas Tévas ir Jo Stinus, Jézus Kristus, yra
tobulai vieningi savo tikslu ir meile. Kadangi
Dievas ir Jézus Kristus mus myli, mums, kaip
tikriems mokiniams, suteikta galimybé ir privile-
gija sudaryti su Jais sandoras. Mums taip darant
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relationship with Christ is expanded: “And now,
because of the covenant which ye have made ye
shall be called the children of Christ, his sons,
and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath
spiritually begotten you; for ye say that your
hearts are changed through faith on his name;
therefore, ye are born of him and have become
his sons and his daughters”

As disciples, when we make and keep sacred
covenants, we are blessed with spiritual power.
We are connected to Christ and God the Father
in a special relationship and can experience Their
love and joy in a measure reserved for those who
have made and kept covenants.Our ability to
sense a full measure of God’s love, or to contin-
ue in His love, is contingent upon our righteous
desires and actions.

InJohn chapter 15, verse 9, we read, “As
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.”
Andthenwe are given an invitation: “Continue ye
in my love.”

In thenext verse, we are given the way to con-
tinue in His love: “If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love”

We then see the purpose of keeping the
commandments inverse 11: “These things have
I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full”

Through true covenant discipleship, we can
begin to understand better the nature of God and
the joy that He wants all of His children to ex-
perience. We can also begin to understand some
principles that at first might seem confusing. For
example, how can God have a fulness of joy when
some of His children are suffering so much? The
answer lies in God’s perfect perspective and in
His perfect plan. He sees us from the beginning
to our glorious potential future. He has provided
a way, through His Son, Jesus Christ, for all of us,
His children, to overcome the pains, suffering,
sins, guilt, and loneliness of our mortality.God
has provided for us the way and the choice.

Examples of those who have experienced
joy through discipleship might help us to better
understand this concept. Perhaps you have heard
the phrase that we are only as happy as our most
unhappy child. I have seen that this does not
need to be the case. My 94-year-old mother has
over 200 living descendants. At any given point,
at least one of the 200 is going to be unhappy. If
this statement were true, my mother would be in
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plétojamas masy rysys su Kristumi: ,,Ir dabar,

dél sandoros, kurig sudaréte, jus busite vadinami
Kristaus vaikais, jo sinumis ir dukromis; nes $tai,
$iandien jus dvasiskai uzgiméte jam; nes sakote,
kad jasy $irdys pakeistos per tikéjima jo vardu;
todél jus uzgiméte i$ jo ir tapote jo sinumis ir jo
dukromis.“

Kai, badami mokiniai, sudarome $§ventas
sandoras ir jy laikomés, esame laiminami dva-
sine galia. Mus su Kristumi ir Dievu Tévu sieja
ypatingas rysys, galime patirti Jy meile bei tokj
dziaugsma, koks skirtas tiems, kurie yra sudare
sandoras ir jy laikosi.Miisy gebéjimas pajausti
visg Dievo meile arba idlikti Jo meiléje priklauso
nuo misy teisiy troskimy ir veiksmy.

Evangelijos pagal Jong 15 skyriaus 9 eiluté-
jeskaitome: ,,Kaip mane Tévas pamilo, taip ir A$
jus pamilau.” Irtadagauname kvietima: ,,Pasilikite
mano meiléje!”

Kitoje eilutéjemums nurodomas budas, kaip
islikti Jo meiléje: ,,Jei laikysités mano jsakymuy,
pasiliksite mano meiléje, kaip A$ kad vykdau
savo Tévo jsakymus ir pasilieku Jo meiléje.”

Toliau skaitydamill eilutgsuzinome, koks yra
jstatymy laikymosi tikslas: ,, A$ jums tai kalbéjau,
kad jumyse likty manasis dziaugsmas ir kad jasy
dziaugsmui nieko netrakty.”

Per tikra sandoros mokinyste galime pradéti
geriau suprasti Dievo prigimtj ir dziaugsma, kurj
Jis nori, kad patirty visi Jo vaikai. Taip pat galime
pradéti suprasti kai kuriuos principus, kurie i§
pradziy gali pasirodyti painis. Pavyzdziui, kaip
Dievas gali turéti dziaugsmo pilnatve, jei kai
kurie Jo vaikai tiek daug kencia? Atsakymas gladi
tobulame Dievo suvokime ir Jo tobulame plane.
Jis mato mus nuo pradzios iki misy galimos $lo-
vingos ateities. Per savo Siny Jézy Kristy visiems
mums, savo vaikams, Jis partipino btida, kaip
jveikti Zemiskojo gyvenimo skausmus, kancias,
nuodémes, kalte ir vienatve.Dievas suteiké mums
kelig ir pasirinkimg.

Geriau suprasti $ig mintj gali padéti pavyz-
dziai ty, kurie per mokinyste patyré dziaugsma.
Galbaut esate girdéje fraze, kad esame laimingi tik
tiek, kiek laimingas muaisy nelaimingiausias vai-
kas. Patyriau, kad taip nebatinai turi bati. Mano
94-eriy mety motina turi daugiau kaip 200 gyvy
palikuoniy. Bet kuriuo metu bent vienas i$ ty 200
bus nelaimingas. Jei $is teiginys buty teisingas,
mano motina biity nuolat nelaiminga, bet taip
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a perpetual state of unhappiness, which she isn't.
Those who know her know how joyful she is.

I now would like to share another experi-
ence. In January of 2019, my wife, Debbie, and I
were invited into the office of President Nelson.
He had positioned a chair close to us, and we
sat almost knee to knee. After extending to us
our current calling, President Nelson turned to
Debbie and focused on her. He was kind, loving,
gentle, and full of joy, like the perfect father or
grandfather. He held Debbie’s hand and patted it,
reassuring her that it would be OK and that our
family would be blessed. It seemed to us at that
moment that we were the most important people
to him and that he had all the time in the world
for us. We left his office that Friday afternoon
feeling reassured, loved, and joyful.

On Monday we saw the news. During that
same day that President Nelson had spent with
us, one of his daughters had passed away from
cancer. We were stunned. Our hearts were full as
we mourned for him and his family. Our hearts
were also full of gratitude for his Christlike atten-
tion to us while mourning for his daughter who
was suffering.

As we pondered this experience, we asked
ourselves, “How could he be so kind, loving, and
even joyful at such a difficult time?” The answer
is becausehe knows. He knows that Christ has
been victorious. He knows he will be with his
daughter again and will spend an eternity with
her. Joy and eternal perspective come through
being bound to the Savior by making and keep-
ing covenants and through Christlike disciple-
ship.

President Nelson has taught: “Just as the
Savior offers peace that ‘passeth all understand-
ing’ [Philippians 4:7], He also offers an intensity,
depth, and breadth of joy that defy human logic
or mortal comprehension. For example, it doesn’t
seem possible to feel joy when your child suffers
with an incurable illness or when you lose your
job or when your spouse betrays you. Yet that is
precisely the joy the Savior offers.”

As we make and keep covenants, we will
naturally turn outward and have a desire to help
others feel the measure of joy and love we feel
in our covenantal relationships. We can be part
of the greatest cause on the earth today—the
gathering of Israel. We can help to bring God’s
children to Christ. As the prophet Jacob taught,
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néra. Jg pazjstantys zino, kokia ji linksma.

Dabar noréciau pasidalyti dar vienu patyri-
mu. 2019 m. sausj mudu su zmona Debe buvome
pakviesti j prezidento Nelsono biurg. Jis pasi-
staté kéde arciau misy, ir mes sédéjome beveik
liesdamiesi keliais. Suteikes mums dabartinj
pasaukimg, prezidentas Nelsonas atsisuko j Debe
ir sutelké démesj j ja. Jis buvo malonus, mylin-
tis, $velnus ir kupinas dziaugsmo, tarsi tobulas
tévas ar senelis. Jis patap$nojo Debés ranka,
patikindamas jg, kad viskas bus gerai ir kad miusy
$eima bus palaiminta. T akimirkg mums atro-
dé, kad esame jam svarbiausi Zmonés ir kad jis
gali mums skirti daugybe laiko. Ta penktadienio
popiete i$ jo biuro iSéjome jausdamiesi ramas,
mylimi ir dZiaugsmingi.

Pirmadienj suzinojome naujienas. Ta pacia
dieng, kurig prezidentas Nelsonas praleido su
mumis, viena i§ jo duktery miré nuo vézio. Buvo-
me pribloksti. Masy Sirdys prisipildé sielvarto dél
jo ir jo $eimos. Musy $irdys taip pat prisipildé dé-
kingumo uz jo j Kristaus panasy démesj mums,
net ir lindint dél savo kenciancios dukters.

Apmastydami §ig patirtj klauséme saves:
»Kaip jis galéjo buti toks malonus, mylintis ir net
dziaugsmingas tokiu sunkiu metu?“ Atsakymas —
todél, kadjis zino. Jis zino, kad Kristus nugaléjo.
Jis Zino, kad vél bus su savo dukra ir praleis su ja
amzinybe. Dziaugsmas ir amzinoji perspektyva
gaunami per rysj su Gelbétoju, sudarant sandoras
bei jy laikantis ir tampant mokiniu, kaip Kristus.

Prezidentas Nelsonas moké: ,,Kaip Gelbé-
tojas sitilo ramybe, ,,pranokstan[¢ig] bet kokj
supratima” [Filipieciams 4:7], Jis lygiai taip pat
sitlo stipry, gily ir platy dziaugsma, pranoks-
tantj zmogaus logika arba mirtingyjy suvokima.
Pavyzdziui, atrodo nejmanoma jausti dziaugsmo,
kada jasy vaikas serga nepagydoma liga arba
kada jis netenkate darbo, arba kai jasy sutuok-
tinis jus i§duoda. Taciau butent tokj dziaugsma
sitlo Gelbétojas.”

Sudarydami sandoras ir jy laikydamiesi,
natiiraliai atsigresime j kitus ir troksime jiems
padéti pajausti tokj pat dziaugsma ir meile,
kokius jau¢iame dél savo sandoros rysiy. Galime
bati svarbiausio $iy laiky darbo zeméje - Izraelio
surinkimo - dalis.Galime padéti atvesti Dievo
vaikus pas Kristy. Kaip mokeé pranasas Jokiibas:
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“And blessed art thou; for because ye have been
diligent in laboring with me in my vineyard, and
have kept my commandments, and have brought
unto me again the natural fruit, ... ye shall have
joy with me because of the fruit of my vineyard.”

As we bind ourselves to act as covenant dis-
ciples, in whatever our level of capacity, our rela-
tionship with the Father and the Son is enriched,
our joy enhanced, and our eternal perspective
expanded. We then are endowed with power and
can feel joy in a measure reserved for God’s true
covenant disciples.In the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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»1r palaimintas tu; kadangi stropiai dirbote su
manimi mano vynuogyne ir vykdéte mano jsa-
kymus, ir vél atvedéte man prigimtinj vaisiy, [...]
jas dziaugsités su manimi dél mano vynuogyno
vaisiaus.“

Kai jsipareigojame elgtis kaip sandoros mo-
kiniai, kad ir koks buty misy sugebéjimy lygis,
masy rysys su Tévu ir Sinumi turtéja, dziaugs-
mas didéja ir amzinoji perspektyva pleciasi. Tuo-
met esame apdovanojami galia ir galime jausti
tokj dziaugsma, koks skirtas tikriesiems Dievo
sandoros mokiniams.Sventu Jézaus Kristaus
vardu, amen.
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