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The most important and glorious ‘good news” is
the message that the Lord Jesus Christ has restored
His gospel and Church in the latter days.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints was organized 195 years ago today, on
April 6, 1830.

A small congregation of believers and friends
gathered for this momentous and joyous occa-
sion. A great outpouring of the Spirit blessed all
in attendance as the ordinance of the sacrament
was administered, the gift of the Holy Ghost was
conferred, priesthood ordinations were per-
formed, and truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ
were preached.

In reestablishing His Church, the Lord desig-
nated by revelation 24-year-old Joseph Smith as
its earthly leader: “a seer, a translator, a prophet,
an apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church
through the will of God the Father, and the grace
of your Lord Jesus Christ.”

I earnestly pray for the help of the Holy
Ghost as we consider the importance and ongo-
ing impact of this singular event in the history of
the world.

The First Vision

The formal organization of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was the culmi-
nation of a sequence of miraculous experiences.
The first of these experiences occurred 10 years
earlier in upstate New York.

In the spring of 1820, a young boy named
Joseph Smith went into the woods near his home
to pray. He had questions regarding the salvation
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Svarbiausia ir slovingiausia geroji naujiena - tai
Zinia, kad pastarosiomis dienomis Viespats Jézus
Kristus sugrgZino savo evangelijg ir atkiiré savo
Baznycig.

Pastaryjy Dieny Sventyjy Jézaus Kristaus
Bazny¢ia buvo jkurta $ig dieng, balandzio 6 die-
ng, prie§ 195 metus, 1830 metais.

Sia svarbia ir dZiugia proga susirinko ne-
didelé tikinciyjy ir draugy grupelé. Kai buvo
atliktos sakramento apeigos, suteikta Sventosios
Dvasios dovana, atlikti j$ventinimai j kunigyste
ir skelbiamos Jézaus Kristaus evangelijos tiesos,
visus susirinkusiuosius palaimino didis Dvasios
issiliejimas.

Vél jsteigdamas savo Baznycia Viespats 24
mety Dzozefg Smitg apreiskimu paskyré jos
zemiskuoju vadovu: ,,Dievo Tévo valia ir jisy
Viespaties Jézaus Kristaus malone tu basi vadi-
namas regétoju, vertéju, pranasu, Jézaus Kristaus
apastalu, Baznycios vyresniuoju.”

Nuosirdziai meldziu Sventosios Dvasios
pagalbos, mums svarstant $io ypatingo jvykio
svarbg ir nuolatinj poveikj pasaulio istorijoje.

Pirmasis regéjimas

Oficialus Pastaryjy Dieny Sventyjy Jézaus
Kristaus Bazny¢ios jkarimas buvo eilés stebuklin-
gy jvykiy kulminacija. Pirmas jy jvyko Niujorko
valstijoje 10 mety pries jkuriant Bazny¢ia.

1820 m. pavasarj vaikinukas vardu Dzozefas

Smitas nuéjo i netoli savo namy esancia giraite
melstis. Jam buvo kile klausimy dél savo sielos
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of his soul, and he yearned “to know which of all
the [churches] was right, that [he] might know
which to join.’Joseph trusted that God would
answer his prayer and direct him.

Please note that Joseph did not pray merely
to know what was right. Rather, he prayed to
know what was right so he could do what was
right. Joseph asked in faithand was determined to
act in accordance with the answers he received.

“In [response] to his [sincere] prayer, God
the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared
to Joseph and inaugurated the ‘restitution of all
things’ (Acts 3:21) as foretold in the Bible. In
this vision, he learned that following the death
of the original Apostles, Christ’s New Testament
Church was lost from the earth”Joseph Smith
would be instrumental in restoring once again
the doctrine, the authority, and the covenants
and ordinances of the Savior’s ancient Church.

Joseph affirmed: “I saw two Personages,
whose brightness and glory defy all description,
standing above me in the air. One of them spake
unto me, calling me by name and said, point-
ing to the other—This is My Beloved Son. Hear
Him!”

Through this vision and subsequent supernal
experiences, Joseph Smith came to understand
that God and Jesus Christ knew him as an indi-
vidual, cared about his eternal salvation, and had
a mission for him to perform. He also learned
vital lessons about the attributes, character, and
perfections of the Godhead—and that the Father
and the Son are separate and distinct Beings.
Jesus Christ is the literal Son of God in spirit and
in the flesh.

Joseph Smith declared that Heavenly Fa-
ther and Jesus Christ are corporeal beings. He
said, “The Father has a body of flesh and bones
as tangible as man’; the Son also; but the Holy
Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a
personage of Spirit.”

I testify the visitation of the Father and the
Son to Joseph Smith was the initiating event in
the grand “restoration of all things spoken by the
mouth of all the holy prophets since the world
began”

The Book of Mormon

The second in the sequence of miraculous
experiences that led to the formal organization of
the Savior’s restored Church was the translation
and coming forth of the Book of Mormon.
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isgelbéjimo ir jis trosko ,,suzinoti, kuri i visy
[baznyciy] teisinga ir prie kurios [jis turéty]
jungtis®. DZozefas tikéjo, kad Dievas atsakys j jo
malda ir nukreips jj.

Atkreipkite démesj, kad Dzozefas meldési ne
tik tam, kad suzinoty, kas teisinga. Jis meldési,
kad suzinoty, kas teisinga, ir galéty padaryti tai,
kas teisinga. DZozefas prasé tikédamasir buvo
pasiryzes elgtis pagal gautus atsakymus.

»Atsakydami j jo [nuosirdzia] maldg, Dievas
Tévas ir Jo Sanus, Jézus Kristus, pasirodé Dzo-
zefui ir iskilmingai pradéjo Biblijoje i$pranasauta
»visy dalyky atnaujinimo metg“ (Apastaly darby
3:21). Per ta regéjima jis suzinojo, kad, mirus
pirmiesiems apastalams, Kristaus Bazny¢ios,
aprasytos Naujajame Testamente, Zeméje nebe-
liko.“Dzozefas Smitas buvo iSrinktas vél atkurti
Gelbétojo senovinés Baznycios doktring, jgalioji-
ma, sandoras ir apeigas.

Dzozefas tvirtino: ,Pamaciau dvi Asmeny-
bes, kuriy skaistumo ir §lovingumo nejmanoma
apsakyti, stovincias ore vir§ mangs. Viena i$ jy
kreipési | mane vardu ir taré, rodydama j kitg:Tai
mano Mylimasis Stnus. Jo klausyk!*

Per §j regéjima ir vélesnius dieviskus patyri-
mus Dzozefas Smitas suprato, kad Dievas ir Jézus
Kristus pazjsta jj kaip asmenj, rapinasi jo amzi-
nuoju i$gelbéjimu ir turi jam skirtg misija. Jis taip
pat gavo svarbiy pamoky apie Dievybés savybes,
charakterj ir tobuluma; ir kad Tévas ir Stnus yra
atskiros ir skirtingos Esybés. Jézus Kristus yra
tiesioginis Dievo Stinus dvasia ir kiinu.

Dzozefas Smitas pareiske, kad Dangiskasis
Tévas ir Jézus Kristus yra fizinés esybés. Jis saké:
,Tévas turi kiing i$ [audiniy] ir kauly, tokj pat
apciuopiama kaip zmogaus; Stinus - taip pat; bet
Sventoji Dvasia neturi kiino i§ mésos ir kauly, bet
yra dvasiné asmenybe.”

Liudiju, kad Tévo ir Stinaus apsireiskimas
Dzozefui Smitui buvo pradinis jvykis didziajame
»visy dalyky, iStarty visy $ventyjy pranasy nuo
pasaulio pradzios burna [...], atstatym[e]“

Mormono Knyga

Antras i$ ty stebuklingy jvykiy, lémusiy
Gelbétojo atkurtosios Bazny¢cios oficialy orga-
nizavimg, buvo Mormono Knygos i$vertimas ir
isleidimas.
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“Joseph Smith was given the gift and power
of God to translate an ancient record: the Book
of Mormon—Another Testament of Jesus Christ.
... This sacred text include[s] an account of the
personal ministry of Jesus Christ among peo-
ple in the Western Hemisphere soon after His
Resurrection. [The Book of Mormon] teaches of
life’s purpose and explains the doctrine of Christ,
which is central to that purpose. As a companion
scripture to the Bible, the Book of Mormon testi-
fies that all human beings are sons and daughters
of a loving Father in Heaven, that He has a divine
plan for our lives, and that His Son, Jesus Christ,
speaks today as well as in days of old”

As members of the Savior’s restored Church,
“We believe the Bible to be the word of God as
far as it is translated correctly; we also believe
the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.” The
Book of Mormon is another testament of Jesus
Christ, confirms the truthfulness of the Bible,
and restores plain and precious truths that were
lost from the Bible.

Priesthood Restored

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints teaches that the original Church estab-
lished by the Savior, with its divine authority,
doctrine, and covenants and ordinances, was
lost from the earth. As part of the prophesied
restoration of all things in the latter days, an-
cient prophets and apostles personally conferred
priesthood authority upon Joseph Smith and
committed priesthood keys to him. This was the
third in the sequence of miraculous experiences
that led to the formal organization of the Savior’s
restored Church.

Priesthood authority allows God’s servants
to “represent [Him] and act in His name.”“Priest-
hood keys are the authority to direct the use of
the priesthood on behalf of God’s children”

Under the direction of the Father and the
Son, the resurrected John the Baptist restored, in
1829, the authority to baptize by immersion for
the remission of sins.In that same year,three of
the original Twelve Apostles—Peter, James, and
John—restored the apostleship and additional
priesthood authority and keys.

Six years after the formal organization of the
Church, in the Kirtland Temple, Moses, Elias,
and Elijah committed to Joseph the additional
authority necessary to accomplish God’s work in
the latter days.
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»Dzozefui Smitui buvo suteikta Dievo dova-
na ir galia i§versti senovés metrastj - Mormono
Knyga, dar vieng liudijima apie Jézy Kristy.
Sio[je] $vento[je] knygo[je] aprasyta ir asmeni-
né Jézaus Kristaus tarnysté Vakary pusrutulio
zmonéms, netrukus po Jo prisikélimo. [Mormo-
no Knygoje] mokoma apie gyvenimo tikslg ir
paaiskinama Kristaus doktrina, kuri yra esminé
tam tikslui pasiekti. Kaip Biblijos porininké,
Mormono Knyga liudija, kad visi Zmonés yra
mylinc¢io Dangiskojo Tévo stnas ir dukros, kad
Jis turi dieviska plang misy gyvenimui ir kad Jo
Stanus, Jézus Kristus, musy laikais kalba taip pat,
kaip senovés dienomis.“

Kaip Gelbétojo atkurtos Baznycios nariai,
»tikime, kad Biblija yra Dievo Zodis tiek, kiek ji
teisingai iSversta; mes taip pat tikime, kad Mor-
mono Knyga yra Dievo Zodis“. Mormono Knyga
yra dar vienas Jézaus Kristaus testamentas, ji
patvirtina Biblijos teisinguma ir atkuria paprastas
ir brangias tiesas, kuriy Biblijoje neliko.

Sugrazinta kunigyste

Pastaryjy Dieny Sventyjy Jézaus Kristaus
Bazny¢ia moko, kad pirminé Gelbétojo jkur-
ta Baznycia su dievisku jgaliojimu, doktrina,
sandoromis ir apeigomis Zeméje buvo prarasta.
Vykstant iSpranasautam visy dalyky atnaujini-
mui pastarosiomis dienomis, senovés pranasai
ir apastalai asmeniskai suteiké DZozefui Smitui
kunigystés jgaliojimg ir perdavé jam kunigystés
raktus. Tai buvo trecias i$ ty stebuklingy jvykiy,
atvedusiy prie oficialaus Gelbétojo atkurtos Baz-
nycios organizavimo.

Kunigystés jgaliojimas leidzia Dievo tarnams
»atstovauti [Jam] ir veikti Jo vardu® ,, Kunigystés
raktai yra jgaliojimas vadovauti taip, kad kuni-
gysté bty naudojama Dievo vaiky labui.”

1829 m., vadovaujamas Tévo ir Stnaus,
prisikéles Jonas Krikstytojas sugrazino jgaliojima
krikstyti panardinant, kad buty atleistos nuo-
démeés.Tais paciais metaistrys i$ pirmyjy dvyli-
kos apastaly - Petras, Jokubas ir Jonas — atkaré
apastalyste ir papildoma kunigystés jgaliojima
bei raktus.

Po oficialaus Baznycios organizavimo praéjus
$eSeriems metams, Kertlando $ventykloje Mozé,
Eljjas ir Elija perdavé Dzozefui papildoma jga-
liojimg, reikalingg Dievo darbui pastarosiomis
dienomis jvykdyti.
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Moses committed the keys of the gathering
of Israel.

Elias committed the dispensation of the gos-
pel of Abraham, including the restoration of the
Abrahamic covenant.

Elijah committed the keys of the sealing
power, providing the authority that allows ordi-
nances performed on earth to be binding in eter-
nity, such as joining families together in eternal
relationships that transcend death.

The Church of Jesus Christ Is Orga-
nized

As Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mor-
mon, he received revelations indicating that the
Church of Jesus Christ would be reestablished.
But the Lord instructed Joseph not to organize
His Church immediately. Rather, “by the spirit
of prophecy and revelation,” the Lord revealed to
Joseph “the precise day ... [he] should proceed
to organize His Church once [again] upon the
earth”

The Church was organized in proper se-
quence only after the restoration of the priest-
hood and the publication of the Book of Mor-
mon. The first copies of the Book of Mormon
became available on March 26, 1830, and the
Church was formally organized on April 6.

“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints ... is Christ's New Testament Church re-
stored. This Church is anchored in the perfect life
of its chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, and in His
infinite Atonement and literal Resurrection. Jesus
Christ has once again called Apostles and has
given them priesthood authority. He invites all of
us to come unto Him and His Church, to receive
the Holy Ghost, the ordinances of salvation, and
to gain enduring joy”

The Dispensation of the Fulness of
Times

The appearance of the Father and the Son to
Joseph Smith, the translation and coming forth
of the Book of Mormon, and the restoration of
priesthood authority and keys were necessary
prerequisites to the organization of the Lord’s
restored Church 195 years ago today.

In the Old Testament, the prophet Daniel
interpreted a dream about a stone that would be
cut out of a mountain without hands and fill the
entire earth.One year after the organization of
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Mozé jteikeé Izraelio surinkimo raktus.

Elijas pavedé Abraomo evangelinj laikotarpij,
taip pat ir Abraomo sandoros sugrazinima.

Elija jteiké uzantspaudavimo galios raktus,
suteikdamas jgaliojima, leidZiantj zeméje atlik-
tas apeigas padaryti galiojancias amzinybéje,
pavyzdziui, sujungti $eimas amzinaisiais rysiais,
i8liekanciais po mirties.

Suorganizuota Jézaus Kristaus Bazny-
Cia

Versdamas Mormono Knyga DZozefas Smi-
tas gavo apreiskimy, kad Jézaus Kristaus Bazny-
¢ia bus atkurta. Taciau Vie$pats nurodé Dzozefui
neorganizuoti Jo Baznycios i$ karto. ,,Pranasystés
ir apreiskimo dvasia“ Vie$pats apreiské Dzozefui
»tikslig dieng, kurig, [...] [jis turéty] imtis dar
kartg organizuoti Jo Bazny¢ig ¢ia, Zeméje®

Bazny¢ia buvo tinkamai organizuota tik po
kunigystés sugrazinimo ir Mormono Knygos
isleidimo. Pirmieji Mormono Knygos egzemplio-
riai pasirodé 1830 m. kovo 26 d., o balandzio 6 d.
buvo oficialiai organizuota Bazny¢ia.

»Pastaryjy Dieny Sventyjy Jézaus Kristaus
Bazny¢ia [...] yra atkurta Kristaus Bazny¢ia,
aprasyta Naujajame Testamente. Sios Bazny¢ios
inkaras yra jos kertinio akmens, Jézaus Kristaus,
tobulas gyvenimas, Jo begalinis Apmokéjimas ir
Prisikélimas tiesiogine prasme. Jézus Kristus dar
kartg pasaukeé apastalus ir suteiké jiems kunigys-
tés jgaliojima. Jis kviecia mus visus ateiti pas Jj ir
i Jo Bazny¢ia, priimti Sventaja Dvasig, i$gelbéji-
mo apeigas ir jgyti nesibaigiantj dziaugsma.“

Laiky pilnatvés evangelinis laikotarpis

Tévo ir Sinaus pasirodymas DZozefui Smi-
tui, Mormono Knygos i§vertimas ir isleidimas,
kunigystés jgaliojimo ir rakty sugrazinimas buvo
batinos salygos Viespaties atkurtai Baznyciai
suorganizuoti $ig dieng prie§ 195 metus.

Senajame Testamente pranasas Danielius
isaiskino sapng apie akmenj, kuris be Zmogaus
ranky pagalbos atla$ nuo kalno ir pripildys visa
Zeme.Praéjus metams po BaZznycios organizavi-
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the Church, the Lord instructed Joseph Smith
that the keys of the kingdom of God had again
been “committed unto man on the earth” and the
“gospel [of Jesus Christ would] roll forth unto the
ends of the earth, as the stone which is cut out of
the mountain without hands”

I testify: The Lord is fulfilling His promise.
The Savior’s restored Church is being established
throughout the world and is the instrument by
which God will “gather together in one all things
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which
are on earth; even in him?”

The Lord’s latter-day work “is a cause that
has interested the people of God in every age;
it is a theme upon which prophets, priests and
kings have dwelt with peculiar delight; they have
looked forward with joyful anticipation to the
day in which we live; and fired with heavenly and
joyful anticipations they have sung and written
and prophesied of this our day”

In this greatest and last of all gospel dis-
pensations, “a whole and complete and perfect
union, and welding together of dispensations,
and keys, and powers, and glories should take
place, and be revealed from the days of Adam
even to the present time. And not only this, but
those things which never have been revealed
from the foundation of the world ... shall be re-
vealed ... in this, the dispensation of the fulness
of times”

The Prophet Joseph further explained, “All
the ordinances and duties that ever have been
required by the Priesthood, under the directions
and commandments of the Almighty in any
of the dispensations, shall all be had in the last
dispensation, ... bringing to pass the restoration
spoken of by the mouth of all the Holy Prophets.”

Promises and Testimony

I have attempted to summarize basic ele-
ments of the most important and glorious “good
news any person anywhere in the world can ever
receive—the message that the Lord Jesus Christ
has restored His gospel and Church in the latter
days.

I invite all to learn about and prove this mes-
sage. I promise that individuals “who prayerfully
study the message of the Restoration and act in
faith will be blessed [through the power of the
Holy Ghost] to gain their own witness of its di-
vinity and of its purpose to prepare the world for
the promised Second Coming of our Lord and
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mo Viespats nurodé Dzozefui Smitui, kad Dievo
karalystés raktai vél ,,jteikti Zzmogui Zeméje“

ir ,[Jézaus Kristaus] evangelija risis iki Zemés
pakrasciy kaip akmuo, atkirstas nuo kalno ne
zmogaus rankomis®.

Ag$ liudiju: Viespats tesi savo pazada. Gelbé-
tojo atkurtoji Baznycia steigiama visame pa-
saulyje ir yra jrankis, kuriuo Dievas ,,suvieny(s]
Kristuje visa, kas yra tiek danguje, tiek ir zeméje®.

Viespaties pastaryjy dieny darbas - ,tai daly-
kas, kuris domino Dievo Zmones visais laikais; tai
tema, prie kurios ypac¢ mielai apsistodavo prana-
$ai, kunigai ir karaliai; jie Zvelgé ateitin, dZiugiai
laukdami laiky, kuriais mes gyvename; ir jkveépti
dangigko ir dziugaus laukimo jie giedojo, rasé ir
pranasavo apie $iuos misy laikus®

Siame visy didingiausiame ir paskutiniame
evangelijos laikotarpyje ,,yra butina, kad vykty
ir buty apreikstas visuotinis, visiskas ir tobulas
suvienijimas bei sujungimas daiktan evangeli-
jos laikotarpiy ir rakty, ir galiy, ir Sloviy, nuo
Adomo dieny net iki dabartinio laiko. Ir ne tik
tai, bet ir tai, kas niekada nebuvo apreiksta nuo
pasaulio jkarimo, [...] bus apreiksta [...] Siame
laiky pilnatvés evangelijos laikotarpyje.“

Pranasas Dzozefas toliau aiskino: ,,Visos apei-
gos ir pareigos, kuriy pagal Auksciausiojo nuro-
dymus ir jsakymus kunigija reikalavo kazkuria-
me evangelijos laikotarpyje, bus ir paskutiniame
laikotarpyje. [...] Taip bus jgyvendintas sugrazi-
nimas, apie kurj kalbéjo visi $ventieji pranasai.”

Pazadai ir liudijimas

Pabandziau apibendrinti pagrindinius ele-
mentus svarbiausios ir $lovingiausios gerosios
naujienos, kurig gali i$girsti bet kuris Zzmogus bet
kurioje pasaulio vietoje, — zinig, kad pastarosio-
mis dienomis Viespats Jézus Kristus sugrazino
savo evangelijg ir atkaré savo Baznycia.

Kvieciu visus susipaZinti su $ia Zinia ir jg i§-
méginti. Pazadu, kad Zmoneés, , kurie pamaldziai
studijuos Sugrazinimo Zinig ir veiks su tikéjimu,
[per Sventosios Dvasios galia] bus palaiminti ir
jgis asmeninj liudijima apie Sugrazinimo die-
viskuma ir tikslg paruosti pasaulj pazadétam
antrajam masy Vie$paties ir Gelbétojo, Jézaus
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Savior, Jesus Christ”As you pray earnestly with
the expectation to both receive and act upon an
answer from God, as did young Joseph Smith,
your capacity to recognize and respond to that
divine witness will be increased.

I witness that God, the Eternal Father, is our
Father. I testify and witness that Jesus Christ is
the Father’s Beloved Son and His Only Begotten
in the flesh. He is our Savior and Redeemer.

And I joyfully witness that the Father and
the Son appeared to the boy Joseph Smith, thus
initiating the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus
Christ in the latter days. The Book of Mormon
is another testament of Jesus Christ and con-
tains the word of God. Priesthood authority to
represent the Savior and act in His name again
is found on the earth. And The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints is Christ's New Tes-
tament Church restored. I bear my sure witness
that all of these things are true in the sacred
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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Kristaus, atéjimui®. Kai nuosirdziai melsites,
tikédamiesi sulaukti Dievo atsakymo ir veikti
pagal ji, kaip tai daré jaunasis DZozefas Smitas,
jusy gebéjimas atpazinti dieviskajj liudijima ir j jj
atsiliepti padidés.

Liudiju, kad Dievas, Amzinasis Tévas, yra
musy Tévas. Liudiju ir patvirtinu, kad Jézus Kris-
tus yra Tévo Mylimasis Stinus ir Jo Viengimis
kine. Jis musy Gelbétojas ir I$pirkéjas.

Dziaugsmingai liudiju, kad vaikinui DZo-
zefui Smitui pasirodé Tévas ir Stnus, ir taip
pradéjo Jézaus Kristaus evangelijos sugrazinima
pastarosiomis dienomis. Mormono Knyga - tai
dar vienas Jézaus Kristaus testamentas, kuria-
me yra Dievo zodis. Zeméje vél yra kunigystés
jgaliojimas atstovauti Gelbétojui ir veikti Jo
vardu. Pastaryjy Dieny Sventyjy Jézaus Kristaus
Baznycia yra atkurtoji Naujajame Testamente
aprasyta Kristaus Baznyc¢ia. Kad visa tai yra tiesa
tvirtai liudiju $ventu Vie$paties Jézaus Kristaus
vardu, amen.
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