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There is rejoicing in heaven over those who return.
It is not too late for you to come back.

We once lived in a home surrounded by ma-
jestic trees.Next to the entrance was a beautiful
willow tree. One sad night a mighty storm blew,
and the willow came crashing down. It lay on the
ground with its roots pulled out and was a sorry
sight.

I was ready to rev up the chainsaw and cut
the tree up for firewood when our neighbour
came running out to stop me. He chastised me
for giving up on the tree, and he emphatically
urged us not to get rid of it. He then pointed to
one root still in the ground and said that if we
propped the tree up, cut off its branches, and
nourished it, the roots would take hold once
again.

I was sceptical and doubted how a tree so
obviously fallen and in trouble could possibly
survive and come back to life. I reasoned that
even if it did begin growing again, it would surely
not survive the next storm. But knowing our
neighbour believed the tree still had a future, we
went along with the plan.

And the result? After some time, we saw
signs of life as the tree began to take root. Now,
12 years later, the tree is vibrant and full of life,
with strong roots, and once again contributing to
the beauty of the landscape.

While I meet Saints around the world, I am
reminded of this willow tree and how there is
hope even when all seems lost. Some once had
testimonies of the gospel that were strong and vi-
brant like the willow. Then, for uniquely personal
reasons, those testimonies became weakened,
leading to a loss of faith. Others hang on with the
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Danguje dzitigaujama dél ty, kurie sugrjzta. Jums
dar ne per vélu sugrjzti.

Kadaise gyvenome namuose, apsuptuose
didingy medziy.Salia jéjimo augo grazus gluos-
nis. Viena liidng naktj praazé galinga audra, ir
gluosnis nuvirto. Jis guléjo ant Zemés su iSrauto-
mis $aknimis, ir vaizdas buvo apgailétinas.

Jau buvau pasiruoses uzkurti grandininj pja-
klg ir supjaustyti medj malkoms, kai isbégo kai-
mynas ir mane sustabdé. Jis papriekaistavo man,
kad taip nusprendziau, ir primygtinai ragino mus
medzio nesalinti. Tada jis atkreipé démesj j viena
$aknj, vis dar esancia zeméje, ir pasaké, kad, jei
medj paremtume, nupjautume $akas ir jj pamai-
tintume, Saknys vél jsitvirtinty.

Buvau nusiteikes skeptiskai ir abejojau, kaip
medis, taip akivaizdziai nuvirtes ir patekes j béda,
galéty isgyventi ir atgimti. Svarsciau, kad net jei
jis vél imty augti, tikrai neatlaikyty kitos audros.
Taciau zinodami, kad misy kaimynas tiki, jog
medis dar gali iSgyventi, sutikome su $iuo planu.

Ir kuo gi tai baigési? Po kurio laiko, medziui
pradéjus leisti $aknis, pamatéme gyvybés Zenkly.
Dabar, praéjus 12 mety, medis yra sveikas bei
pilnas gyvybeés, turi tvirtas $aknis ir vél puosia
krastovaizdj.

Susitikinédamas su $ventaisiais visame
pasaulyje, prisimenu §j gluosnj ir tai, kad vilties
yra net tada, kai viskas atrodo prarasta. Kai kurie
kadaise turéjo evangelijos liudijimus, kurie buvo
stipras ir gyvybingi kaip tas gluosnis. Paskui
dél jvairiy asmeniniy priezasciy sie liudijimai
susilpnéjo, ir dél to tikéjimas buvo prarastas. Kiti
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slimmest of roots tapping into gospel soil.

Yet again and again, I am inspired by the
stories of so many who have chosen to renew
their discipleship and come back to their Church
home. Rather than discarding their faith and
belief like worthless firewood, instead they have
responded to spiritual promptings and loving
invitations to return.

I attended a stake conference in Korea where
a returning member shared: “I thank the brothers
for their willingness to accept my lack of faith
and my weakness, for reaching out to me, and
for the members who are always so kind to me. I
still have a lot of friends around me who are less
active. It's funny, but they tell each other to go
back to the Church to get their faith back. I think
maybe they are alllonging for faith”

To all who are longing for faith, we invite
you to come back. I promise your faith can be
strengthened as you once again worship with the
Saints.

A former missionary from Africa wrote a
senior Church leader, apologising and seeking
forgiveness for being offended by his teachings
about a certain cultural tradition, which then led
him to leave the Church. He humbly expressed:
“Sadly, the fact that I took offense 15 years ago
has made me pay an extremely heavy price.I lost
so much—much more than I ever imagined. I
am deeply embarrassed by the harm I may have
caused along the way, but above all else I am
pleased that I have found my way back”

To all who recognise what you have lost, we
invite you to come back so you can once again
taste the joyous fruit of the gospel.

A sister in the United States was gone from
the Church for many years. Her story of coming
back includes powerful lessons for parents and
family members who anguish over loved ones
who step away. She wrote:

“I could list a myriad of reasons for why I
walked away from the Church, the gospel, and
in a way, my family. But they really don’t mat-
ter. I didn’t make one big decision to leave the
Church—I probably made a thousand choices.
But one thing I have always known is that my
parents did make one big decision, and they
stuck to it. They decided to love me.

“I couldn’t possibly know how many tears
have been shed, how many sleepless nights, nor
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laikosi jsisaknije evangelijos dirvoje ploniausio-
mis Saknimis.

Taciau vél ir vél mane jkvepia istorijos dauge-
lio Zmoniy, nusprendusiy atnaujinti savo moki-
nyste ir sugrjzti j savo Baznycios namus. UZuot
iSmete savo tikéjimg ir jsitikinimus kaip bevertes
malkas, jie atsiliepé j dvasinius raginimus ir mei-
lés kupinus kvietimus sugrjzti.

Dalyvavau Koréjoje vykusioje kuolo konfe-
rencijoje, kurioje vienas grizes narys pasakojo:
»Dékoju broliams uz jy pasiryzimg priimti mano
tikéjimo stoka ir mano silpnuma, uz tai, kad
iStiesé man pagalbos ranka, ir uz narius, kurie
visada tokie maloniis man. Mane vis dar supa
daug draugy, kurie yra maziau aktyvis. Juokinga,
bet jie patarinéja vienas kitam grjzti | Baznycia
ir susigrazinti tikéjima. Manau, kad galbt jie
visiilgisi tikéjimo.”

Visus, kurie ilgisi tikéjimo, kvie¢iame sugrjz-
ti. Pazadu, kad jasy tikéjimas gali sustipréti, kai
vél garbinsite kartu su Sventaisiais.

Buves misionierius i§ Afrikos parasé aukstam
Baznyc¢ios vadovui, atsiprasé ir sieké atleidimo
uz tai, kad jsizeidé dél jo mokymo apie tam tikra
kultarine tradicijg ir todél pasitrauké i$ Bazny-
¢ios. Jis nuolankiai pareiskeé: ,,Dél to, kad pries 15
mety jsizeidziau, deja, teko sumokéti labai didele
kaing.Praradau tiek daug- daug daugiau, nei ga-
léjau jsivaizduoti. Man labai géda dél zalos, kurig
galéjau padaryti, bet labiau uz viska dziaugiuosi,
kad radau kelig atgal.”

Visus, kurie suvokia, kg prarado, kvie¢iame
sugrijzti, kad vél galétuméte ragauti dziaugsmin-
gy evangelijos vaisiy.

Viena sesuo Jungtinése Valstijose dauge-
1j mety buvo palikusi Bazny¢ia. Jos sugrjzimo
istorija apima veiksmingas pamokas tévams ir
$eimos nariams, sielvartaujantiems dél artimuyjy,
kurie paliko Bazny¢ia. Ji rasé:

»Galéciau i$vardyti begale priezasciy, kodél
atsiribojau nuo Bazny¢ios, evangelijos ir tam
tikra prasme nuo $eimos. Taciau jos i tiesy ne-
svarbios. Nepriémiau vieno svarbaus sprendimo
palikti Baznycig — greic¢iau padariau tikstantj
pasirinkimy. Taciau visada Zinojau, kad mano
tévai priémé vieng svarby sprendima ir jo laikési.
Jie nusprendé mane myléti.

Negaléjau zinoti, kiek asary buvo islieta,
kiek nakty nemiegota ir kiek nuosirdziy maldos
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how many heartfelt pleading words of prayer
have been uttered on my behalf. They didn’t call
me out on my sins; rather, they called out to

me in my sinfulness. They didn’t make me feel
unwelcome in their home and at family gather-
ings; any of those feelings were of my own doing.
Instead, they continued to welcome me. They
must have seen my light dim over time. But they
knew that the person I was back then was just a
shadow of who I was yet to become.

“Just as my path away from the Church was
complex, so was my way back. But one thing that
was not hard about coming back was the feeling
of being back home where I belong.”

My message today is especially to all who
once felt the Spirit but question whether there
is a way back or a place for you in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. It is also for any who are
barely hanging on or who are tempted to step
away.

This message is not a challenge, and it is not
a condemnation. It is an invitation, extended
with love and a sincere desire to welcome you
back to your spiritual home.

I have prayed that you will feel the witness
of the Holy Ghost as you now hear this loving
invitation and magnificent promise from our
Saviour, Jesus Christ:

“Will ye not now return unto me,and repent
of your sins,and be converted, that I may heal
you?”

Every week many are responding to the
Saviour’s invitation by returning to discipleship
and Church activity, quietly and humbly seeking
the healing that Jesus promises. And contrary
to narratives which sometimes circulate, record
numbers of our young people are choosing to
stay strong and to grow their faith in Jesus Christ.

When some of Jesus’s followers in Caper-
naum found His teachings hard and chose to
leave, He turned to His Apostles and asked, “Will
ye also go away?”

This is the question we each must answer as
we face our individual times of testing. Peter’s
response to Jesus is timeless and resounding: “To
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal
life”

So as you consider the Saviour’ invitation to
return unto Him, what might you learn from the
story of the willow tree?

The journey back is often not easy or com-
fortable, but it is worth it. When our willow was
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zodziy buvo issakyta dél manes. Jie nepriekais-
tavo dél mano nuodémiy, bet mane palaiké man
skestant nuodémingume. Jie neverté mangs
jaustis nepageidaujama jy namuose ir §eimos
susibiirimuose; tokie jausmai buvo mano pacios
kalté. Priesingai, jie ir toliau mane priimdavo. Jie
turbat mateé, kad laikui bégant mano $viesa blés-
ta. Taciau jie Zinojo, kad tas asmuo, kuriuo buvau
tada, - tai tik $esélis to, kuo dar turiu tapti.

Kaip mano kelias i§ Bazny¢ios buvo sudétin-
gas, toks buvo ir mano kelias atgal. Taciau vienas
dalykas, dél kurio nebuvo sunku grjzti, - tai
jausmas, kad grjzau namo, kur mano vieta.“

Siandienos Zinig pirmiausia skiriu visiems,
kurie kadaise jauté Dvasia, bet abejoja, ar yra
kelias atgal ir ar jiems yra vietos atkurtoje Jézaus
Kristaus Baznycioje. Ji taip pat skirta tiems, kurie
vos laikosi arba kuriems kyla pagunda pasitrauk-
ti.

Si zinia néra i$stkis ar pasmerkimas. Tai
kvietimas, i§sakytas su meile ir nuo$irdziu troski-
mu priimti jus atgal i jasy dvasinius namus.

Meldziausi, kad girdédami §j meily masy
Gelbétojo Jézaus Kristaus kvietimg ir nuostaby
pazada pajustuméte Sventosios Dvasios liudiji-
ma:

»Ar dabar nesugrjsite pas maneir neatgai-
lausite dél savo nuodémiy,ir neatsiversite, kad
galéciau jus isgydyti?“

Kiekviena savaite daugelis atsiliepia j Gel-
bétojo kvietima sugrjzdami j mokinystés kelig ir
tapdami aktyviis Baznycioje, tyliai ir nuolankiai
ieSkodami Jézaus pazadéto isgydymo. Ir prie-
$ingai, nei kartais skelbiama, rekordinis skaicius
milsy jaunimo pasirenka islikti stipris ir ugdyti
savo tikéjima Jézumi Kristumi.

Kai daugeliui Jézaus sekéjy Kafarnaume Jo
mokymas pasirodé grieztas ir jie nusprendé pasi-
traukti, Jis kreipési j savo apastalus klausdamas:
»Gal ir jus norite pasitraukti?“

Tai klausimas, j kurj kiekvienas turime atsa-
kyti, kai susiduriame su asmeniniais i$bandymy
laikotarpiais. Petro atsakymas Jézui yra nesens-
tantis ir svarus: ,Vie$patie, pas kg mes eisime?!
Tu turi amzinojo gyvenimo zodzius.“

Taigi, apsvarstydami Gelbétojo kvietima
sugrjzti pas Jj, ko galite pasimokyti i$ istorijos
apie gluosnj?

Kelioné atgal daznai bina nelengva ir ne-
patogi, bet ji verta to. Kai musy gluosnis buvo
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stood back up, all its branches were cut away. It
was not pretty. We too may feel vulnerable as we
discard old ways and are stripped of pride.Focus-
ing your faith on Jesus Christ and His gospel—
the trunk and the roots—will give you the hope
and the courage to take that first step back.

It took many years for our willow to regain
its former strength and beauty. Now it is even
stronger and more beautiful than before. Be
patient as your faith and testimony also grow.
This includes not taking offense at thoughtless
comments like “Where have you been all these
years?”

The willow would never have survived
without constant care and nourishment. You will
nourish your faith and your testimony as you
feast at the sacrament table each week and as you
worship in the house of the Lord.

Just as the willow needed sunshine for its
branches and leaves to grow again, so your
testimony will grow as you stay sensitive to the
feelings and the witness of the Spirit.Learn from
Amulek, who described his time as a less-active
member by saying, “I was called many times and
I would not hear”

My neighbour knew what the willow could
once again become. So too the Lord knows your
divine potential and what your faith and your
testimony can become. He will never give up on
you.Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all
that is broken can be healed.

I witness that there is rejoicing in heaven
over those who return.You are needed, and you
are loved.I testify that Jesus Christ is our Saviour
and that He blesses all who return unto Him
with greater peace and with great joy. His arms of
mercy are not folded but are open and extended
to youw.It is not too late for you to come back.
With all the love in our hearts, we welcome you
home. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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pakeltas, jam buvo nupjautos visos $akos. Nebu-
vo grazu. Mes taip pat galime jaustis pazeidziami,
kai atsisakome seny jpro¢iy ir nusikratome isdi-
dumo.Sutelke tikéjima j Jézy Kristy ir Jo evange-
lija - kamieng ir $aknis - jgysite vilties ir drasos
zengti ta pirmajj zingsnj atgal.

Prireiké daug mety, kad musy gluosnis
atgauty buvusj tvirtuma ir grozj. Dabar jis dar
stipresnis ir grazesnis nei anksciau. Bakite kan-
tris, nes jusy tikéjimas ir liudijimas taip pat auga.
Tai reiskia, kad nereikia jsizeisti dél neapgalvoty
komentary, pavyzdziui, ,,Kur buvai visus tuos
metus?“

Be nuolatinés priezitiros ir puoseléjimo
gluosnis niekaip nebuty isgyvenes. Kiekvieng
savaite sotindamiesi prie sakramento stalo ir
garbindami Vie$paties namuose, puoselésite savo
tikéjima ir liudijima.

Kaip gluosniui reikéjo saulés $viesos, kad
jo $akos ir lapai vél augty, taip ir jasy liudijimas
augs, jei liksite jautrais Dvasios jausmams ir liudi-
jimui.Pasimokykite i§ Amuleko, kuris laikotarpj,
kai buvo maziau aktyvus narys, apibiidino taip:
»Buvau daug karty Saukiamas, bet nenoréjau
girdeti.”

Mano kaimynas zinojo, koks vél gali tapti
gluosnis. Taip pat ir VieSpats zino jusy dieviskajj
potencialg ir tai, kuo gali tapti jasy tikéjimas ir
liudijimas. Jis niekada jisy neapleis.Per Jézaus
Kristaus Apmokéjimga viskas, kas pazeista, gali
bati iSgydyta.

Liudiju, kad danguje dzitgaujama dél ty,
kurie sugrjzta.Esate reikalingi ir mylimi.Liudiju,
kad Jézus Kristus yra misy Gelbétojas ir kad vi-
sus, kurie pas Jj sugrjzta, Jis laimina suteikdamas
daugiau ramybés ir daug dziaugsmo. Jo gailestin-
gumo rankos néra sudétos, bet atviros ir istiestos
jums.Jums dar ne per vélu sugrjzti.Su meilés
kupinomis $irdimis laukiame jiisy griztant namo.
Jézaus Kristaus vardu, amen.
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