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You are a beloved daughter of God, you are a
cherished son of God, and He has gifted you His
perfect, holy Son.

Gift Giving

Gift giving is a social custom that spans all
cultures, civilisations, and millennia. Through-
out time, people have given gifts to each other
to strengthen relationships, express love and
gratitude, and mark important events like wed-
dings, birthdays, and holidays. And humans are
not the only ones of God’s creations to give gifts
to each other! Among many other examples we
could point to, penguins are known to give shiny
pebbles to their prospective mates, and bonobos
(cousins of the chimpanzee) give fruit to expand
their circle of friendship.

What gifts have you given? Think of a time
when you found—or made—the perfect gift for
someone you love. You just knew the gift was
exactly what this loved one wanted and some-
thing they would treasure. What was the gift?
Was it for your mother? a friend? your child?

a teacher? your grandfather? How did you feel
when you found this gift? How did you feel when
you thought about this person you love opening
the gift? Similarly, when did someone giveyouthe
perfect gift, and what was it like to receive it?

My Father's Gift to Me

When I was about seven years old, living
with my parents in Arabia, a children’s film
calledChitty Chitty Bang Bangwas released. The
film is about a magical car that can drive itself,
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Jiis esat Dieva milota meita, jits esat Dieva lolots
dels, un Vins jums ir davinajis Savu nevainojamo,
sveto Delu.

Davanu pasniegSana

Davanu pasniegsana ir sociala paraza, kas
izplatita visas kultaras, civilizacijas un laikmetos.
Cilveki visos laikos ir davajusi cits citam davanas,
lai nostiprinatu attiecibas, izraditu milestibu un
pateicibu, ka ari atzimétu ipasus notikumus, pie-
méram, kazas, dzim$anas dienas un citus svétkus.
Un cilvéki nav vienigie Dieva radibu vida, kuri
cits citam pasniedz davanas! Dazi — starp loti
daudziem citiem piemériem, ko varétu izvéléties,
— ir pingvini, par kuriem zinams, ka tie pasniedz
spidigus olus saviem iecerétajiem partneriem,
un bonobo (radnieciga suga $impanzém) dava
auglus, lai paplasinatu savu draugu loku.

Kadas davanas jas esat pasniegusi? Aizdo-
majieties par kadu reizi, kad jas cilvékam, kuru
milat, atradat vai uztaisijat idealo davanu. Jas
vienkarsi zinajat, ka $§i davana ir tiesi tas, ko jums
mil$ cilveks vélas un augstu novérteés. Kas bija $i
davana? Vai ta bija jisu matei? Draugam? Jisu
bérnam? Skolotajam? Jasu vectévam? Ka jis ju-
taties, kad jus atradat So davanu? Ka jas jutaties,
kad domajat par $o miloto cilvéku, kurs atver
davanu? Un, kad kads pasniedza idealo davanu-
jums, — kada bija sajata, to sanemot?

Mana téva davana man

Kad man bija kadi septini gadi un Arabija
dzivoju kopa ar saviem vecakiem, pirmizradi
piedzivoja bérnu filmaChitty Chitty Bang Bang.
Filma ir par magisku automasinu, kas var pati
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float on water, and even fly! I knew that back
home in England they made a miniature toy car
just like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, and oh, how I
wanted one! You could pull a lever, and the toy
car’s wings would pop out! My father went on a
business trip to England and asked if I wanted
him to bring anything back for me, and I told
him how very much I would like to have one of
those Chitty Chitty Bang Bang cars.

He came back from his trip, and no car ap-
peared. I was very sad and thought he must have
forgotten. But about 10 days later was my birth-
day, and a little package, beautifully wrapped,
was waiting for me. With great anticipation, and
hardly daring to hope too much, I opened the gift
and found my car. I was so happy that I cried. I
pulled the lever, and the wings popped out, just
like the car in the film! How I thanked my father
for this most treasured gift. I played with that car
for years and kept it for many more. I think my
dad loved giving me that car at least as much as I
loved receiving it.

Giving, Accepting and Opening, and
Receiving

We can think of gift giving as having three
parts to it:

Thegivingof the gift, where the giver selects,
makes, or prepares the gift and presents it to the
loved one. This involves thoughtful intention on
the part of the giver to give something meaning-
ful.

Theacceptingandopeningof the gift, when the
recipient accepts the gift from the giver—often
with expressions of surprise, gratitude, and ex-
citement—before opening it, sometimes untying
a bow and unwrapping the package to discover
what the gift is.

And then there is perhaps the most import-
ant part, thereceivingof the gift. To receive a gift
sincerely given is so much more than accept-
ing and then opening it. It is more, even, than
recognising the worth of the gift and expressing
gratitude to the giver. To truly receive a gift, we
come to value it for ourselves, put it to full use in
our lives, and then remember with thankfulness
the giver.

Receiving a gift is not passive but an in-
tentional and meaningful process that goes far
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braukt, peldét pa tdeni un pat lidot! Es zinaju, ka
Anglija vini ir izgatavojusi automasinas miniati-
ru — gluzi ka Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, un es tik
loti to vélgjos! Pavelkot tas sviru, izpletas auto-
masinas sparni! Mans tévs devas komandéjuma
uz Angliju un man pajautaja, vai ir kas tads, ko
es vélétos, lai man atved, un es vinam pastastiju,
cik Joti es vélos filmas ,,Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”
auto!

Vins atgriezas no sava komandéjuma bez
automasinas. Es biju Joti bédigs un nodomaju,
ka vins$ par to aizmirsis. Aptuveni péc 10 dienam
bija mana dzim$anas diena, un mani gaidi-
ja maza, skaisti iesainota davanina. Ar lielam
gaidam, un tomér, neuzdrikstoties saceréties
parak daudz, es izsainoju savu davanu — un ta
bija mana automasina. Es no prieka apraudajos.
Pavelkot sviru, izpletas sparni, tiesi tapat ka auto-
masinai filma! Es sirsnigi pateicos savam tévam
par So dargumu. Es ar $o automasinu spéléjos
gadiem ilgi un paturéju to vél ilgak. Man skiet,
ka manam tévam vismaz tikpat daudz prieka
sagadaja $Is rotallietas davinasana, cik man — tas
sanemsana.

DoSana, sanemsana un atvérSana, un
pienemsana

Més varam iedalit davanu pasniegsanu tris
dalas:

Davanasdosana, kad devéjs davanu izvélas,
uztaisa vai sagatavo un pasniedz to sev milam
cilvékam. Sis solis sevi ietver pardomatus pilinus
no devéja puses, lai uzdavinatu ko nozimigu.

Davanassanemsanaunatvérsana, kad davanas
sanémeéjs pienem davanu no tas devéja — nereti
ar parsteiguma, pateicibas un sajasmas izpaus-
mém pirms tas atvér§anas, — reizém tiek atsieta
lentite un izsainota davana, lai atklatu tas saturu.

Un tad ir, iespé&jams, pati svarigaka dala —
davanaspienemsana. Sirsnigi pasniegtas davanas
pienemsana ir kas daudz vairak par tas sanem-
$anu un atvérsanu. Tas ir kas vairak pat par to,
ka tiek noveértéta davanas vértiba un pausta
pateiciba davanas devéjam. Lai patiesi pienemtu
davanu, més iemacamies noveértét tas vértibu pasi
sev, to pilnvértigi pielietojam sava dzivé un tad ar
pateicibu pieminam tas devéju.

Davanas pienemsana nav pasivs, bet gan loti
apzinats un nozimigs process — tads, kas snie-
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beyond merely opening a package. To receive is
to appreciate and connect with both the gift and
the heart of the giver in a way that strengthens
the bonds between the giver and receiver. Think-
ing of that toy car brings back a host of golden
memories, as I feel once again my father’s deep
love and care for me, represented by that gift and
countless other generous acts.

Our Heavenly Father's Gifts

OurHeavenlyFather has innumerable gifts of
light and truth prepared to shower down on each
of us, His treasured children. They flow from our
Bounteous Giver like a wellspring in the wilder-
ness from His benevolent heart.“Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights”’In our covenant
bond with the Father, He is ever the Giver and we
the humble recipient.

The Greatest of All the Father's Gifts,
Through Which All Others Flow

But we could receive nothing without the
greatest of all the Father’s gifts, His beloved
Lamb, His Son, Jesus Christ. All of our Father’s
gifts flow from and are activated by the Saviour’s
willing offering in Gethsemane and on the cross
and His triumphant Resurrection.Jesus Christ,
our merciful Redeemer, is the supreme gift from
our Father of lights. “In the gift of his Son hath
God prepared [for us] a more excellent way”

One All-Encompassing Gift of Eternal
Truth

I would like to talk about one all-encompass-
ing gift of eternal truth that underpins our ability
to receive all else our Father desires to endow us
with—a vital gift of knowledge that, when fully
accepted and received deep in the soul, contextu-
alises the joys and hardships of life and our unan-
swered questions: It is thatwe really are God’s
children.That truth is breathtaking! Stunning!
And it is not figurative.

Imagine you are hearing this for the first
time! You really are His cherished daughter. You
really are His precious son. And the path you are
on is His plan of happiness. With His omniscient
love, He knows exactly who you were before you
were sent to earthand what you have experienced
so far in your mortal life, and He has mercifully
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dzas daudz talak par vienkarsu pacinas atvérsa-
nu. Pienemt nozimé novértét un izveidot saikni
gan ar davanu, gan ar devéja sirdi tada veida,

kas nostiprina savstarpéjas attiecibas ar davanas
sanémeéju un devéju. Domajot par to rotalu auto,
man prata nak daudz burvigu atminu un es atkal
sajutu sava téva dzilo milestibu un rapes, ko
simbolizéja vina davana un citi neizmérojama
augstsirdiba paveiktie darbi.

Musu Debesu Téva davanas

MisuDebesuTévam ir sagatavotas neskai-
tamas patieso macibu un gaismas davanas, ko
pasniegt mums — Vina lolotajiem bérniem. Tas
plast no masu Bagatiga Devéja ka avots tuksne-
s1 Vina labestigas sirds dél.,,Katrs labs devums
un katra pilniga davana nak no augsienes, no
gaismas Téva”’Misu deribu saikné ar Tévu Vins
vienmer ir Devéjs un més — pazemigi sanémeéji.

Lielaka no Téva davanam — visu citu
avots

Bet més nevarétu sanemt neko bez lielakas
no visam Téva davanam — Vina milota Jéra,
Vina Déla Jézus Kristus. Visas musu Téva dava-
nas tiek Istenotas un plast no Glabéja labpratigas
ziedo$anas Getzemané un pie krusta, un Vina
triumféjosas Augsamcel$anas.Jézus Kristus,
misu zéligais Pestitajs, ir pati lielaka davana no
misu gaismas Téva. ,Sava Déla davana Dievs ir
[mums] sagatavojis vél lieliskaku celu”

Viena visaptveroSa muzigas patiesibas
davana

Es vélos runat par vienu visaptvero$u muzi-
gas patiesibas davanu, uz ka balstas musu spéja
pienemt visu paréjo, ar ko Tévs mus vélas apdavi-
nat, — loti svarigu zinasanu davanu, kura, ja més
to dvéseliski pilniba pienemam un sanemam,
pieskir jégu dzives priekiem un bédam, ka ari
musu neatbildétajiem jautdjumiem — proti, vai-
més tie$am esam Dieva bérni.Si ir elpu aizraujosa
patiesiba! Satrieco$i! Un ta nav télaina.

Iedomajieties, ka pirmo reizi to dzirdat! Jas
tieSam esat Vina lolota meita. Jus tieSam esat
Vina dargais déls. Un cel$, pa kuru ejat, ir Vina
laimes iecere. Sava visaptverosaja milestiba Vins
precizi zina, kas jis bijat, pirms jis tikat satits uz
Zemes,un ko lidz §im — savas mirstigas dzives
laika — esat pieredzéjis, un Vin$ ar zélastibu ir
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planned for your every tomorrow. And oh, how
He yearns to one day have you return to Him,
to receive the supreme intent of all His beautiful
gifts, eternal life with Him.

The question is not whether this gift of truth
is real but whether we will discover and receive
it. The gift has already been bestowed upon us by
the Father. The price for the ultimate purpose of
this gift has already been paid by the Saviour. But
if you have been taught this, said this, and sung
this truth for years, maybe theawesome wonderof
it has long since faded and you no longer feel its
power and peace.

If this priceless gift of understanding—and
all the goodness, peace, and hope that flow from
it—is left unaccepted, unopened, and unreceived,
what a terrible loss for us! What a sadness for the
Giver! “For what doth it profit a man if a gift is
bestowed upon him, and he receive not the gift?
Behold, he rejoices not in that which is given
unto him, neither rejoices in him who is the giver
of the gift”

I invite you to receive, either for the first
time or to a greater extent than ever before, the
magnificent realisation that you truly are God’s
beloved child. You must undo the bow, tear oft
the wrapping paper, open the box, and actively
receive with grateful humility a true, pure un-
derstanding of this foundational truth. The Holy
Spirit can bear witness to your heart that you are
indeed a child of the Most High.

When you welcome this majestic reality into
your very soul and feel both the comfort and
the thrill of it, your entire paradigm shifts! You
can feel His love, hear His voice, and recognise
His hand, no matter what is happening, or not
happening, in your life.You can redefine how
you see yourself and others. Your covenant bond
with your Saviour becomes even stronger, and
through the lens of this sweet gift, life takes on
new brilliance, beauty, and hope.

Please, will you pray to understand if you are
truly receiving this transformative knowledge
deep in your soul? Will you please accept the
gift? Will you do so more deeply, more freely,
more abundantly than you ever have before—and
in so doing be showered with all of those other
gifts that come with it?

Receiving This Gift of Eternal Truth

You may be wondering, “What do I have
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izplanojis katru jasu nakamo dienu. Un, ak, cik
loti Vin$ gaida jiisu atgrieSanos pie Vina, lai sa-
nemtu visparako no Vina briniskigajam davanam
— muzigo dzivi kopa ar Vinu.

Jautajums nav par to, vai patiesibas davana ir
ista, bet gan — vai més to atklasim un pienem-
sim. Tévs So davanu jau ir pieskiris mums. Gla-
béjs jau ir samaksajis $§is davanas galvena mérka
cenu. Bet, ja jums $1 patiesiba ir tikusi macita, par
to stastits un dziedats gadiem, iespéjams, tasie-
spaidigais brinumsjau sen ir pagaisis, un jis vairs
nejutat tas radito spéku un mieru.

Ja §1 nenovértéjama sapratnes davana — un
visa labestiba, miers un ceriba, kas no tas plist,
— paliek nesanemta, neatvérta un nepienemta —
ak, kas tas ir par zaudéjumu! Cik lielas séras De-
véjam! ,,Jo kads labums cilvékam, ja vinam tiek
dota davana, un vin$ nepienem $o davanu? Luk,
vin$ nepriecajas par to, kas tiek dots vinam, nedz
arl priecajas par to, kur$ ir tas davanas devéjs.”

Es aicinu jis — vai nu pirmo reizi maza vai
atkartoti un tadéjadi vél dedzigak neka jebkad
iepriek§ — pienemt to apbrinojamo atskarsmi,
ka jis tieSam esat miléts Dieva bérns. Jums ir
jaatraisa lentite, janoplés iesainojamais papirs,
jaatver kastite un ar pazemigu pateicibu aktivi
jagust ista, tira izpratne par $o pamatpatiesibu.
Svétais Gars var liecinat jasu sirdi, ka jas patie-
$am esat Visaugstaka bérns.

Kad jus pienemat $o majestatisko realitati
sava dvéselé un sajutat ne tikai mierinajumu, bet
arl sajismu, visa jiisu paradigma mainas! Jias va-
rat sajust Vina milestibu, dzirdét Vina balsi un at-
pazit Vina roku — neatkarigi no ta, kas notiek vai
nenotiek jisu dziveé.Jas varat atjaunot redzéjumu
attieciba uz sevi un citiem. Jusu deribu saikne ar
Glabéju klast vél spécigaka, un $is jaukas davanas
skatljuma dzive iegiist jaunu spozumu, skaistumu
un ceribu.

Ladzu, vai jus lagsiet, lai izprastu, vai jis
patiesam, lidz dvéseles dzilumiem, pienemat
§1s transforméjosas zinasanas? Vai jus, ladzu,
pienemsiet So davanu? Vai jis to darisiet izjustak,
brivak un bagatigak neka jebkad agrak? Un, to
darot, tiksiet apbérti ar visam paréjam davanam,
kas giistamas lidz ar to.

Sis maZigas patiesibas davanas pie-
nemsana

Iespéjams, jis domajat: ,Kas man irjadara,

— wwuw.bilingualgeneralconference.com



Kearon-April 2025-English/Latvian

todoto receive this gift from God?” Well, ac-
tually, nothing. It is a gift from the Giver. It is
simply a fact. Just let it in. YouareHis child. You
are beloved of Him. Do not complicate it. Do
not block the receiving of this gift with thoughts
that you are somehow undeserving. The reality
is none of us is “deserving”—all the Father’s gifts
are received only through the merits, mercy, and
grace of the Holy Messiah,but how His generous
heart longs for each of His children to receive
them! Then, as your new or renewed understand-
ing dawns on you, rejoice in thanking the Giver
of this gift.

Since finding my faith in my mid-20s, I have
awakened to the realisation that I truly am a son
of God. The more fully I internalise this gift, the
more keenly I know who I am and how com-
pletely I am loved. Some things that have helped
me grow in understanding are the words of
scripture, my patriarchal blessing, temple wor-
ship, serving others, expressing gratitude, and
sacred prayer with my Father. I marvel at how
earlier sorrow, pain, and grief in my life would
have been reframed, soothed, and much of it
overcome had I known this beautiful truth.

Come unto Christ and Receive

Moroni exhorts us to “deny not the gifts of
God” but to “come unto Christ, and lay hold
upon every good gift” You can come to Christ
with confidence in His loving-kindness and
receive all His gifts of joy, peace, hope, light,
truth, revelation, knowledge, and wisdom—with
your head held high, your arms outstretched,
and your hands open, ready to receive. And you
can receive these gifts because you are secure
and grounded in the knowledge that you are a
beloved daughter of God, you are a cherished son
of God, and He has gifted you His perfect, holy
Son to redeem you, justify you, and sanctify you.

Youarea child of God. This is not just a nice
song we sing.Will you please accept, open, and
receive this gift of knowledge and understanding
from Him? Will you hold it close as the precious
treasure it is? Re-receive this gift, or perhaps tru-
ly receive it for the very first time, and let it trans-
form every aspect of your life. This is the more
excellent way God has prepared for you through
the gift of His Son.You really are that you might
have joy!In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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lai piepemtu $o davanu no Dieva?” Patiesiba —
nekas. Ta ir Devéja sniegta davana. Tas ir vien-
karss fakts. Laujieties tai. JasesatVina bérns. Vins
jus mil. Nesarezgijiet to! Neliedziet sev pienemt
$o davanu ar domam, ka jis to neesat pelnijis.
Patiesiba, neviens no mums to nav pelnijis — vi-
sas Téva davanas var sanemt tikai pateicoties Svée-
ta Mesijas nopelniem, zélastibai un labvélibai,bet
cik Joti Vina dasna sirds ilgojas, lai katrs no Vina
bérniem tas pienemtu. Tad, kad par jums uzausis
jaunas vai atjaunotas sapratnes apvarsnis, prieca-
jieties un pateicieties $1s davanas devéjam.

Aptuveni 20 gadu vecuma, mekléjot savu
ticibu, tika atmodinata mana apzina, ka patie-
si esmu Dieva déls. Jo pilnigak es aptveru so
davanu, jo skaidrak es apzinos, kas es esmu un
cik pilnigi tieku miléts. Manu izpratni ir palidze-
jusi vairot Svéto Rakstu vardi, mana patriarhala
svétiba, pieligsme templi, kalposana apkartéjiem,
pateicibas pausana un svéta ligsana manam
Tévam. Es aizdomajos par to, ka bitu mainijusies
mana spéja parvarét agrak piedzivotas bédas,
sapes un skumjas un kadu mierinajumu es bitu
guvis, ja zinatu So briniskigo patiesibu.

Naciet pie Kristus un pienemiet

Moronijs miis mudina ,,nenoliegt[] Dieva
davanas’, bet gan ,,nakt[] pie Kristus un tu-
rét[ies] pie katras labas davanas”.Jus varat nakt
pie Kristus ar parliecibu par Vina milo$o laipnibu
un sanemt visas Vina davanas — prieku, mieru,
ceribu, gaismu, patiesibu, atklasmi, zinasanas
un gudribu — ar augsti paceltu galvu, atplestam
rokam un pavértam plaukstam, kas ir gatavas
pienemt. Un jus spéjat pienemt §is davanas, jo
jums ir drosas un stabilas zinasanas par to, ka jas
esat Dieva milota meita, ka jis esat Dieva lolots
déls un ka Vins jums ir davinajis Savu nevaino-
jamo, svéto Délu, lai jis atpestitu, attaisnotu un
iesveétitu.

JusesatDieva bérns. Ta nav tikai jauka
dziesma, ko dziedam.Vai jus, ladzu, sanemsiet,
atvérsiet un pienemsiet $o zinaSanu un sapratnes
davanu no Vina? Vai jis ciesi turésieties pie tas
ka pie vislielaka darguma? Pienemiet $o davanu
atkartoti vai ari, iespéjams, pienemiet to ta pa
istam pirmo reizi maza un laujiet tai parveidot
katru savas dzives aspektu. Sis ir tas lieliskais cels,
ko Dievs jums ir sagatavojis, davajot Savu Délu.
Jas patiesam esat, lai jis varétu gut prieku!Jézus
Kristus Varda, amen.
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