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Don't hide from those who will love and support
you; rather, run to them.

A couple of years ago, when I turned 12, I
was invited to attend my first Aaronic Priesthood
quorum overnight camp. This was a long-awaited
invitation, as my father was a quorum leader and
often went camping with the boys in the ward,
while I was left at home.

When the day came, I was excited. And I
must admit that I desperately wanted to fit in
with the older boys. I was determined to prove
myself. In that effort it wasn't long before I was
tested to see if I would play along and be part of
the group.

My assigned task was to get my father’s car
keys so a prank could be pulled on the leaders. I
don’t remember exactly what I said to convince
my dad, but I soon ran to the group of boys with
keys in hand, proud of my accomplishment.

Then came the next assignment. I was to
unlock the car door and wedge a stick between
the driver’s seat-back and the car horn. And I was
to lock the door so the horn would blare into the
evening without any way for the leaders to access
the car to remove the crude device.

Now, this is where the story turns painfully
embarrassing for me. Once I secured the stick
in place, I locked the door and ran as fast as I
could to hide in a nearby patch of bushes. As I
crouched down to the ground, I felt a searing
pain. In the darkness and in my haste, I had sat
upon a prickly pear cactus.

My screams of pain were drowned out by the
blaring horn, and I had no recourse other than
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Neslepieties no tiem, kas jis mil un atbalsta, bet
gan steidzieties pie viniem.

Pirms daziem gadiem, kad man apritéja
12 gadi, mani uzaicinaja piedalities mana pir-
maja Arona priesteribas kvoruma nometné ar
naksnosanu. Tas bija ilgi gaidits uzaicinajums, jo
mans tévs bija kvoruma vaditajs un biezi devas
pargajienos ar biskapijas zéniem, kamér man bija
japaliek majas.

Kad pienaca nolikta diena, es biju sajasma.
Un man jaatzist, ka es izmisigi véléjos iederéties
starp vecakajiem zéniem. Es biju apnémies to
pieradit. Péc neilga laika mani parbaudija, lai no-
skaidrotu, vai ieklauSos un basu dala no grupas.

Mans uzdevums bija panemt téva automasi-
nas atslégas, lai varétu izspélét kadu joku ar vadi-
tajiem. Es neatceros, ko tiesi teicu, lai parliecina-
tu téti, bet driz vien ar atslégam roka, lepojoties
par savu sasniegumu, skréju pie zéniem.

Tad sekoja nakamais uzdevums. Man bija
jaatslédz automasinas durvis un starp vaditaja
sédekla atzveltni un automasinas tauri jaiespiez
ndja. Un man vajadzéja aizslégt durvis, lai taures
signals skanétu lidz pat vakaram bez iespéjas
vaditajiem ieklat automasina, lai iznemtu ara so
vienkarso riku.

Saja bridi stasts klist man Joti apkaunojoss.
Es nostiprinaju ndju vieta, aizslédzu durvis un
skréju, cik atri vien spéju, lai pasléptos tuvéja
krimaja. Notupjoties zemé, es sajutu dedzinosas
sapes. Tumsa un steiga es biju uzsédies uz savva-
las kaktusa.

Manus sapju pilnos kliedzienus apslapéja
taures skanas signals, un man neatlika nekas cits,
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gingerly hobbling back to the car, confessing my
“sins,” and seeking rudimentary and embarrass-
ing medical attention.

The remainder of that night, I lay on my
stomach in a tent while my father, using pliers,
removed the cactus spines from my ... well, let
me just say that I did not sit comfortably for sev-
eral days afterward.

I have reflected on that experience many
times. I can now laugh at the folly of my youth,
even as some underlying principles have become
clear to me.

Many patterns in human behavior seem to
be common in the natural man—the desire to fit
in, the desire to prove oneself, the fear of missing
out, and the compelling need to hide so we avoid
consequences. It is this final behavior I will focus
on today—hiding after we do something that we
should not.

Now, I am not equating my childish prank
with grievous sin, but we can draw some paral-
lels that may prove useful as we are tested in our
mortal sojourn.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had
an idyllic circumstance—an abundance of food,
the incomparable beauty of the garden—not only
a garden of beauty but a garden with neither
weeds nor prickly pears.

However, we also know that garden life
limited their needed progression. The garden was
not a final destination but a test, the first of many
that would prove, prepare, and allow them to
progress to their final destination of returning to
the presence of the Father and the Son.

You will remember that there was opposition
in the garden. Lucifer was allowed to try Adam
and Eve. He first tempted Adam to partake of the
fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Remembering the commandment not to partake
thereof, Adam resisted. Then came blessed Eve,
who chose to partake of the fruit, convincing
Adam to do likewise.

Later, Adam and Eve declared that this de-
cision was necessary to fulfill Heavenly Father’s
plan.But by partaking of the fruit, they had
transgressed the law—a law given them direct-
ly from the Father. The resulting and crushing
understanding of good and evil must have left
them in anguish when they heard the voice of
the Father announcing His return to the garden.
They realized they were naked, for they were
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ka tikai piesardzigi aizklibot atpakal pie automa-
$nas, atzities savos ,,grékos” un meklét péc vien-
karsas un kaunpilnas mediciniskas palidzibas.

Atlikuso vakara dalu es guléju telti uz védera,
kamer tévs ar knaiblém vilka ara kaktusa dzelk-
$nus no mana ... nu, teiksim ta, ka péc tam vaira-
kas dienas es nevaréju érti sédét.

Esmu daudzkart pardomajis $o pieredzi. Ta-
gad es varu pasmieties par savam jauniba pastra-
datajam mulkibam, pat ja dazi svarigakie principi
man ir kluvusi skaidri.

Skiet, ka miesigajam cilvekam ir raksturi-
gi daudzi cilvéka uzvedibas modeli — vélme
ieklauties, vélme pieradit sevi, bailes palaist kaut
ko garam un neparvarama vajadziba slépties, lai
izvairitos no sekam. Es $odien pievérsisu uzma-
nibu tiesi $ai pédéjai uzvedibai — vélmei slépties
péc tam, kad esam izdarijusi kaut ko tadu, ko
nevajadzétu darit.

Es nepielidzinu savu bérniskigo izgajienu
smagam grékam, ta¢u més varam vilkt dazas
paraléles, kas var izradities noderigas, kad tiekam
parbauditi laicigaja dzive.

Adamam un levai Edenes darza bija idillis-
ki apstakli — papilnam partikas, neaprakstams
darza skaistums — tas bija ne tikai skaists, bet
ari tads darzs, kura nebija ne nezalu, ne durstigu
kaktusu.

Tacu més ari zinam, ka dzive darza ierobe-
zoja viniem nepiecieSamo progresu. Darzs nebija
galamerkis, bet gan parbaudijums, pirmais no
daudziem, ar ko vini tika parbauditi, sagatavoti
un kas lava viniem virzities uz galamérki — at-
griesanos Téva un Déla klatbutné.

Atcerieties, ka darza bija pretestiba. Lucife-
ram bija lauts parbaudit Adamu un Ievu. Vins
vispirms kardinaja Adamu, lai ving nobauditu
laba un launa atzinas koka augli. Atcerédamies
pavéli neést no ta, Adams pretojas. Tad naca své-
tita Ieva, kura izvéléjas baudit augli, parliecinot
Adamu darit to pasu.

Vélak Adams un leva atzina, ka $is lemums
bija nepieciesams, lai piepilditu Debesu Téva
ieceri.Bet, nobaudot augli, vini parkapa likumu
— likumu, kas viniem tika dots tiesi no Téva.
No ta izrieto$a un satricino$a izpratne par labo
un Jauno drosi vien vinos izraisija moku sajutu,
kad vini izdzirdéja Téva balsi, sakot, ka Vins
atgriezisies darza. Vini saprata, ka ir kaili, jo vini
patiesi bija bez apgérba, dzivodami nevainibas
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indeed without clothing, having lived in a state
of innocence.But perhaps more painful than
their being without clothing in that moment,
they were now exposed for their transgression.
They were defenseless and vulnerable. They were
naked in every sense of the word.

Ever the opportunist, Lucifer, knowing their
exposed and weakened state, tempted them yet
again—this time to hide from God.

This temptation—I will call it the “second
temptation”—is the temptation that may bring
the greatest consequence if we succumb. Surely,
to avoid all first temptations to break God’s law is
optimal, but we know that all will succumb to a
variety of first temptations here on earth. As we
progress in our maturity and understanding, we
hope that our strength to avoid first temptations
will continually improve as we strive to become
more like our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Some might attempt to hide from God
because they don't want to be discovered or
exposed, and they feel shame or guilt. However,
numerous scriptures teach us that hiding from
God is impossible. I'll share just a few.

The Lord teaches Jeremiah through the fol-
lowing questions: “Can any hide himself in secret
places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do
not I fill heaven and earth?”

And Job is taught:

“For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and
he seeth all his goings.

“There is no darkness, nor shadow of death,
where the workers of iniquity may hide them-
selves”

The psalmist David most poetically exclaims:

“O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known
me.

“Thou knowest my downsitting and mine
uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

“For there is not a word in my tongue, but,
lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. ...

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whith-
er shall I flee from thy presence?

“If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there”

New Converts

For those who have recently joined The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the
second temptation may seem particularly chal-
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stavokli.Bet, iespéjams, vél sapigak par to, ka vini
tobrid bija bez apgérba, bija tas, ka tagad vinu
parkapums bija atklats. Vini bija neaizsargati un
ievainojami. Vini bija kaili katra $1 varda nozime.

Muzigais oportanists Lucifers, zinot vinu at-
maskojo$o un novajinato stavokli, atkal kardinaja
vinus — $oreiz noslépties no Dieva.

Sis kirdinajums, kuru es nosauksu par ,,otro
kardinajumu’, ir tas kardinajums, kas var radit
visnopietnakas sekas, ja més tam paklausimies.
Protams, vislabak butu izvairities no visiem
pirmajiem kardinajumiem parkapt Dieva likumu,
taCu meés zinam, ka ikviens $eit, uz Zemes, ir pa-
klauts dazadiem pirmajiem kardinajumiem. Més
ceram, ka, pieaugot musu briedumam un izprat-
nei, misu spéks izvairities no pirmajiem kardina-
jumiem arvien pieaugs, jo més centisimies vairak
lidzinaties masu Glab&jam Jézum Kristum.

Dazi, iespéjams, mégina slépties no Dieva,
jo nevélas, lai vini tiktu atklati vai atmaskoti, un
vini izjat kaunu vai vainu. Tomér daudzas rakst-
vietas ir noradits, ka nav iespéjams noslépties no
Dieva. Es dalisos tikai ar dazam:

Tas Kungs maca Jeremiju, uzdodot sadus jau-
tajumus: ,,Vai var kur kas paslépties kada slepena
vieta, ka Es to neredzétu, saka Tas Kungs. Vai ne
Es tas esmu, kas piepilda debesis un zemi?”

Savukart [jabam tiek macits:

»Vina acis tacu ir nomoda par cilvéku gaitam,
un Vins$ allaz redz visus vinu solus.

Un nav tadas kréslas, nedz tik biezas tumsi-
bas, lai launo darbu daritaji spétu tani paslépties.”

Psalmists Davids loti poétiski izsaucas:

»Kungs, Tu izproti mani visos sikumos un
mani pazisti.

Tu zini — vai es sédu vai celos — Tev ir
skaidras manas domas jau no talienes. ...

Jo nav varda uz manas méles, kas Tev, Kungs,
nebutu zinams. ...

Kurp lai es aizeju no Tava Gara, un kurp lai
es bégu no Tava vaiga?

Ja es kaptu debesis, Tu tur esi, ja es nokaptu
elle, Tu esi ari tur”

Jaunpievérstie

Tiem, kas ir nesen pievienojusies Pédéjo
Dienu Svéto Jézus Kristus Baznicai, otrais kardi-
najums var $kist ipasi izaicinoss. Topot kristiti,
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lenging. Through your baptism you have cove-
nanted to take upon yourself the name of Jesus
Christ, which for many includes a needed change
of lifestyle. Changing one’s lifestyle is not easy.
Often it requires you to change habits and prac-
tices and even associations to progress toward
your loving Heavenly Father.

The adversary knows that you may be vul-
nerable to his subtle attacks. He will make your
past life, which left you unsatisfied in so many
ways, now seem unrealistically attractive. The
accuser, as he is called in the book of Revela-
tion,will tempt you with thoughts that sound like
this: “You aren’t strong enough to change your
life; you can’t do this; you don’t belong with these
people; they will never accept you; you are too
weak.”

If these thoughts seem to ring true to you
who are newly planted on the covenant path, we
plead with you not to heed the accuser’s voice.
We love you; you can do it; we accept you; and
with the Savior, you will have strength to do all.
At a time when you need our love and support
the most, don’t be deceived into thinking that we
will reject you if you take a step back into your
prior lifestyle. Through the matchless power
of the Atonement of Jesus Christ, you can be
made whole again. But if you hide from Him
and distance yourself from your newfound faith
community, you distance yourself from the very
source that can and will give you the strength to
overcome.

A dear friend of mine, a recent convert,
shared how difficult it is to sustain faith in iso-
lation. There is great strength in becoming and
remaining part of a supportive community—all
stumbling yet progressing while blessed by the
love of Jesus Christ.

President Russell M. Nelson has taught that
“overcoming the world is not an event that hap-
pens in a day or two. It happens over a lifetime as
we repeatedly embrace the doctrine of Christ. We
cultivate faith in Jesus Christ by repenting daily
and keeping covenants that endow us with pow-
er. We stay on the covenant path and are bless-
ed with spiritual strength, personal revelation,
increasing faith, and the ministering of angels.”

If you incur a physical injury, your condition
will deteriorate and may become life-threaten-
ing if you don't seek proper medical attention.
That is true for spiritual wounds as well. Only,
untreated spiritual wounds may threaten your
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jus esat noslégusi deribu uznemties Jézus Kristus
Vardu, kas daudziem nozimeé ari dzivesveida
mainu. Mainit dzivesveidu nav vienkarsi. Biezi
vien, lai virzitos preti savam milo$ajam Debesu
Tévam, ir jamaina ieradumi un paradumi, un pat

lidzgaitnieki.

Pretinieks zina, ka jis varat bat neaizsargati
pret vina veiklajiem uzbrukumiem. Vins liks
jusu iepriekséjai dzivei, kas jius daudzéjada zina
neapmierinaja, tagad $kist neticami pievilcigai.
Apsudzeétajs, ka vins tiek saukts Jana atklasmes
gramata,kardinas jis ar $adam domam: ,,Tu neesi
pietiekami spécigs, lai mainitu savu dzivi; tu to
nespéj; tu neiederies starp $iem cilvékiem; vini
tevi nekad nepienems; tu esi parak vajs”

Ja §is domas jums, kas esat tikko nostaju-
$ies uz deribu cela, skan gluzi ka patiesiba, més
ladzam jas nepievérst véribu apsudzétaja balsij.
Més jas milam, jums tas ir pa spékam, més jis
pienemam, un kopa ar Glabéju jums bis spéks
paveikt visu. Laika, kad jums visvairak nepie-
cieSama misu milestiba un atbalsts, nelaujiet
sevi maldinat, domajot, ka més jis atraidisim, ja
spersiet soli atpakal sava iepriekséja dzivesvei-
da. Pateicoties neparspéjamajam Jézus Kristus
Izpirks$anas spékam, jiis no jauna varat tikt dariti
veseli. Bet, ja jiis slépsieties no Vina un attalina-
sieties no savas jauniegiitas ticibas kopienas, jus
attalinasiet sevi no ta avota, kas var dot un dos
jums spéku parvarét gritibas.

Kads man dargs draugs, jaunpievérstais,
pastastija, cik grati ir saglabat ticibu izolétiba.
Klastot par daJu no atbalstosas kopienas un
paliekot taja, ir rodams liels spéks — visi paklap,
tacu turpina pilnveidoties, budami Jézus Kristus
milestibas svétiti.

Prezidents Rasels M. Nelsons macija, ka
»pasaules uzvarésana nav kaut kas tads, kas
notiek vienas vai paris dienu laika. Tas noris visa
misu miza garuma, atkartoti pienemot Kristus
macibu. Més izkopjam ticibu Jézum Kristum, ik
dienas nozélojot grékus un ievérojot deribas, kas
apvelti mas ar spéku. Més turamies uz deribu
cela un tiekam svétiti ar garigo spéku, personigu
atklasmi, pieaugosu ticibu un engelu kalposanu.”

Ja giistat miesas bojajumus, jasu stavoklis pa-
sliktinasies un var klat dzivibai bistams, ja neveér-
sisieties péc pienacigas mediciniskas palidzibas.
Tas pats attiecas ari uz garigam bracém. Tac¢u
neizarstétas garigas briices var apdraudét jasu
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eternal salvation. Don't hide from those who will
love and support you; rather, run to them. Good
bishops, branch presidents, and leaders can help
you access the healing power of the Atonement
of Jesus Christ.

To those who may be in hiding, we implore
you to come back. You need what the gospel and
the Atonement of Jesus Christ offer, and we need
what you offer. God knows your sins; you cannot
hide from Him. Reconcile yourself before Him.

As His Saints, each of us must foster a culture
of belonging in the Church that is loving, accept-
ing, and encouraging of all who desire to prog-
ress along His path.

Beware this second temptation! Follow the
counsel of prophets both ancient and modern
and know that you cannot hide from a loving
Father.

Instead, avail yourself of the miraculous heal-
ing power of the Atonement of Jesus Christ. This
is the very purpose of our existence—to obtain a
weakened and mortal body that is “subject to all
manner of infirmities”and that will succumb to,
sadly, many first temptations; to progress even
when we fall to these temptations; and to seek
divine help after doing so, that we might become
more like our Savior and our Father in Heaven.

It is His way. It is the only way. Of these truths I
testify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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mizigo glabsanu. Neslépieties no tiem, kas jis
mil un atbalsta, bet gan steidzieties pie viniem.
Labs biskaps, draudzes prezidents un vaditaji var
palidzét jums pieklat Jézus Kristus dziedino$ajam
Izpirksanas spékam.

Tos, kuri, iespé&jams, slépjas, més ladzam
atgriezties. Jums ir nepiecieSams tas, ko piedava
Jézus Kristus evangeélijs un istenota Izpirksana,
un mums ir vajadzigs tas, ko piedavajat jis. Dievs
zina juasu grékus, jis nevarat no Vina noslépties.
Izligstiet ar Vinu.

Ka Vina svétajiem ikvienam no mums Baz-
nica ir javeicina piederibas kultira, kas ir milosa,
pienemosa un iedrosinosa visiem, kuri vélas
virzities uz prieksu pa Vina celu.

Sargieties no $1 otra kardinajuma! Sekojiet
gan seno, gan masdienu pravieu padomiem un
ziniet, ka jiis nevarat noslépties no milosa Téva.

Ta vieta izmantojiet Jézus Kristus istenotas
Izpirk$anas brinumaino dziedinasanas spéku.
Tads ir masu esamibas mérkis — iegiit nespécigu
un mirstigu kermeni, kas ir ,,paklauts visadam
... vajibam”un kas, diemzél, lausies daudziem
pirmajiem kardinajumiem; progresét pat tad, kad
kritam $ajos kardinajumos; un péc tam meklét
dievisku palidzibu, lai klatu lidzigaki masu Gla-
bé&jam un misu Tévam Debesis.Tas ir Vina cels.
Tas ir vienigais cel$. Par o patiesibu es liecinu
Jézus Kristus Varda, amen.
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