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The real destination of discipleship is literally to
become as Jesus Christ is.

President Russell M. Nelson recently invited
us to “make our discipleship our highest prior-
ity” That powerful invitation has stirred me to
ponder deeply about my personal discipleship of
Jesus Christ.

Discipleship Is Deliberate

A disciple is a follower or student of another.
Disciples are “apprentices” who devote their lives
to becoming like their teacher. Thus, being a dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ implies more than believing
His teachings and doctrine. It even implies more
than acknowledging His divinity and accepting
Him as our Savior and Redeemer, as vitally im-
portant as that is.

President Dallin H. Oaks explained: “Follow-
ing Christ is not a casual or occasional practice.
It is a continuous commitment and way of life
that should guide us at all times and in all plac-
es”Discipleship is a deliberate journey that we
take to become transformed through the Lord’s
atoning sacrifice and His enabling power. The
real destination of discipleship is literally to be-
come as Jesus Christ is—even to the point where
we receive “his image in [our] countenances.”

To be the Lord’s disciples, we must inten-
tionally imitate His thoughts and actions every
day—for example, His obedience, humility, and
patience. As we gradually incorporate these
attributes into our own identities, we become
“partakers of [His] divine nature” This emula-
tion of the Savior’s character is at the heart of
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Istais maceklibas merkis ir burtiski klit tadam,
kads ir Jezus Kristus.

Nesen prezidents Rasels M. Nelsons aici-
naja mas ,,par savu augstako prioritati noteikt
maceklibu”Sis spécigais aicinajums pamudinaja
mani dzili aizdomaties par to, kads es esmu Jézus
Kristus maceklis.

Macekliba ir apzinata

Maceklis ir kada sekotajs vai skolnieks.
Macekli ir ,,sekotaji’, kas savu dzivi velta tam, lai
klatu lidzigi savam skolotajam. Tadéjadi bat par
Jézus Kristus macekli nenozimé tikai ticét Vina
macibam un doktrinai. Tas pat nozimé vairak,
neka atzit Vina dieviskumu un pienemt Vinu
par masu Glabéju un Pestitaju, lai ari tas ir Joti
svarigi.

Prezidents Dalins H. Oukss paskaidroja:
»Sekosana Kristum nav nejausa vai gadijjuma
rakstura riciba. Ta ir nepartraukta apnemsanas
un dzivesveids, kam biitu jasniedz mums vadiba
visos laikos un visas vietas”Macekliba ir apzinats
celojums, ko més veicam, lai piedzivotu parveidi,
pateicoties Ta Kunga izpirk§anas upurim un Vina
spécinosajai ietekmei. Istais maceklibas meérkis ir
burtiski klat tadiem, kads ir Jézus Kristus — pat
lidz tadam limenim, ka més ,,izskata tieca[mies]
péc lidzibas Vinam”

Lai més butu Ta Kunga macekli, mums
katru dienu apzinati jaatdarina Vina domas un
darbi, pieméram, Vina paklausiba, pazemiba un
pacietiba. Pakapeniski ieklaujot $is ipasibas sava
identitate, mums bus ,,dala pie [Vina] dievisk[as]
dabas”Sada lidzinasanas Glabéjam rakstura ir
pieligsmes butiba. Prezidents Nelsons macija:
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worshipping Him. As President Nelson taught,
“Our adoration of Jesus is best expressed by our
emulation of Jesus.”

The Sign of True Discipleship

Of all the many divine attributes of Jesus
Christ we are to emulate, one stands preeminent
and embodies all others. That attribute is His
pure love, or charity. Both the prophet Mormon
and the Apostle Paul remind us that without
charity, “[we] are nothing”Or, as revealed to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, without “charity, [we]
candonothing”

The Savior Himself identified love as a mark
or sign by which His true disciples would be
recognized when He declared:

“A new commandment I give unto you, That
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another.

“Bythis shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another”

Charity is a rich concept that can be diffi-
cult to define but is easily perceived by all who
are touched by it.Preach My Gospelteaches that
“charity, like faith, leads to action”Indeed, charity
may be described as “love in action.” This de-
scription provides great insight into the summa-
ry statement of the Savior’s life—He “went about
doing good.”

As followers of Jesus Christ, we should seek
to emulate the way our Master demonstrated His
pure love for others. Although the Savior mani-
fests charity in many ways, I would like to call at-
tention to three particular patterns of His charity
that are readily seen in His true disciples.

Charity Is Showing Compassion

First, the Savior showed charity by being
compassionate. During His ministry among the
Nephites, as recorded in the Book of Mormon,
the Lord invited the people to return home and
ponder on the things He had taught and to pre-
pare for His return the following day.The record
then states:

“They were in tears, and did look steadfastly
upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a little
longer with them.

“And he said unto them: Behold, my bowels
are filled with compassion towards you.”

Compassion is the portion of charity that
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»Tas, ka més pieladzam Jézu, vislabak izpauzas,
atdarinot Jéezu.

Patiesas maceklibas pazime

No visam Jézus Kristus dieviskajam ipasi-
bam, kas mums butu jaatdarina, viena ir pati
svarigaka un iemieso visas paréjas. Si ipasiba ir
Vina tira milestiba jeb zélsirdiba. Gan pravietis
Mormons, gan apustulis Pavils mums atgadina,
ka bez zélsirdibas ,,[més] neesa[m] nekas”. Vai ka
tas tika atklats pravietim DZozefam Smitam —
bez ,zélsirdibas ... [més] nevara[m]daritneko”

Pats Glabéjs noradija, ka milestiba btis ka
zime jeb pazime, péc kuras atpazis Vina patiesos
maceklus, kad Vins$ pazinoja:

»Jaunu bausli Es jums dodu, ka jas cits citu
milat, ka Es jis esmu miléjis, lai ari jas tapat cits
citu milétu.

Notam visi pazis, ka jas esat Mani macekli, ja
jums bis milestiba sava starpa.”

Zé@lsirdiba ir plass jédziens, ko var bit griiti
definét, bet ko viegli uztver visi, kurus ta skar.
CelvedisSludini Manu evangélijumaca, ka ,,zélsir-
diba, tapat ka ticiba, vedina rikoties”Patiesam —
7élsirdibu varétu raksturot ka ,,milestibu darbi-
ba”. Sis apraksts sniedz lielisku ieskatu Glabéja
dzives kopsavilkuma — Vins$ ,,gaja apkart, labu
daridams”.

Mums, Jézus Kristus sekotajiem, vajadzétu
censties atdarinat to, ka muasu Skolotajs izradija
Savu tiro milestibu apkartéjiem. Lai gan Gla-
béjs izrada zélsirdibu daudzos veidos, es vélétos
pievérst uzmanibu trim ipasam Vina zélsirdibas
iezimém, kas ir viegli pamanamas Vina patiesajos
macek]os.

Zélsirdiba nozimé izradit lidzjatibu

Pirmkart, Glabéjs izradija zélsirdibu, badams
lidzjatigs. Sava kalposana nefijieSiem, kas ap-
rakstita Mormona Gramata, Tas Kungs aicinaja
laudis atgriezties majas un apdomat, ko Vins bija
macijis, un sagatavoties tam, ka Vin$ atgriezisies
nakamaja diena.Péc tam Svétajos Rakstos teikts:

,»Vini bija asaras un ciesi raudzijas uz Vinu, it
ka lagdami, lai Vin$ paliek nedaudz ilgak ar tiem.

Un Vins sacija uz tiem: Luk, Mana sirds ir

pilna lidzjatibas pret jums.”
Lidzjatiba ir zélsirdibas izpausme, kuras
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seeks to alleviate suffering.Filled with com-
passion, the Lord healed the sick and afflicted
among the people. Afterward, He blessed their
children while angels descended from heaven
and surrounded them.He performed these ten-
der, loving acts, and many more, because He was
“moved with compassion.”

While serving as a young missionary in
South America, I likewise benefited from the
compassion of a dear friend. One evening while
I was driving with my companion to the home
of our mission president, a young man on a
bicycle turned suddenly in front of the vehicle.

It happened so quickly that I could not avoid the
collision. Tragically, this young man was killed
by the impact. I was devastated over the loss of
his life. Terrified and in shock as the awful reality
of what had just occurred crashed down upon
me, I was taken to jail and locked up.I have never
felt more frightened and alone. I was filled with
despair and fear that I would be imprisoned for
the rest of my life.

A fellow missionary, Elder Brian Koche-
var, learned of the accident and was moved by
compassion. He came to the jail and pled with
the officers to be allowed to stay with me in the
cell so that I would not be alone. Miraculously,
they agreed. To this day, I feel profound gratitude
for this disciple’s act of Christlike love, which
calmed, comforted, and consoled me during the
greatest moment of distress in my life.His chari-
table compassion was a telling sign of his disci-
pleship. As President Nelson observed, “One of
the easiest ways to identify atrue followerof Jesus
Christ is how compassionately that person treats
other people”

Charity Is Ministering to Unspoken
Needs

Another example of how the Savior demon-
strates His love is through His observance of and
ministry to the unspoken needs of others. To the
man who had been lame for 38 years with no
one to help him, the Lord made him whole and
encouraged him to live righteously.To the woman
caught in adultery, He offered hope and comfort
rather than condemnation.For the man with
paralysis who was lowered from the roof, the
Lord offered forgiveness of sins, not just healing
of body.

When I was called to serve as a bishop, our
six young children made sacrament meetings
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mérkis ir atvieglot cie$anas.Zélsirdibas piepildits,
Tas Kungs dziedinaja slimos un nomocitos. Péc
tam Vins svétija vinu bérnus, engeliem nokapjot
no debesim un ieskaujot vinus.Vin$ darija $os
maigos un milestibas pilnos darbus un vél dau-
dzus citus, jo ,,sirds Vinam ... iezélojas”

Kad es ka jauns misionars kalpoju Dien-
vidamerika, man palidzéja kada darga drau-
ga izradita lidzjatiba. Kadu vakaru, kad es ar
parinieku braucu uz misu misijas prezidenta
majam, automasinas prieksa péksni izbrauca
jauns virietis uz velosipéda. Tas notika tik strauji,
ka es nevaréju izvairities no sadursmes. Tragiska
karta $is jaunais virietis no trieciena gaja boja.
Vina dzivibas zaudésana sagrava mani. Kad mani
parpéma Sausmiga realitate par to, kas tikko bija
noticis, es biju parbijies un Sokéts un tiku aizvests
uz cietumu un ieslodzits.Es nekad nebiju juties
tik nobijies un vientuls. Es kritu izmisuma un
saku bailoties, ka mani ieslodzis uz visu manu
atlikuso dzivi.

Par negadijumu uzzinaja cits misionars,
elders Braiens Kocevars, un sajuta lidzjatibas
pamudindjumu. Vins$ ieradas cietuma un izla-
dzas policistiem, lai vinam atlauj palikt kopa ar
mani kamera, lai es nebiitu viens. Brinumaina
karta vini piekrita. Lidz pat $ai dienai es izjitu
dzilu pateicibu par $§1 macekla Kristum lidzigo,
milestibas pilno ricibu, kas mani nomierinaja un
sniedza man atbalstu manas dzives vissmagakaja
bridi.Vina zélsirdiga lidzjatiba bija uzskatama
vina maceklibas pazime. Prezidents Nelsons
noradija: ,Viena no vieglakajam metodém, ka
atpazit Jézus Kristusisteno sekotaju, ir tas, cik
iejutigi §1 persona izturas pret citiem cilvékiem.”

Zé&lsirdiba ir kalpo$ana vardos neizteik-
tam vajadzibam

Vél viens piemérs tam, ka Glabéjs izrada
Savu milestibu, ir tas, ka Vin$ pamana apkartéjo
neizteiktas vajadzibas un kalpo, lai tas apmie-
rinatu. Viru, kurs 38 gadus bija tizls un kuram
neviens nevaréja palidzét, Tas Kungs darija ve-
selu un iedrosinaja dzivot taisnigi.Sievietei, kuru
piekéra laulibas parkapsana, Vins sniedza ceribu
un mierinajumu, nevis nosodijumu.Triekas
kertajam viram, kur$ tika nolaists caur jumtu, Tas
Kungs davaja gréku piedosanu, ne tikai kermena
dziedinasanu.

Kad mani aicinaja kalpot par biskapu, masu
se$i mazie bérni bija iemesls, kapéc manai sievai
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challenging for my wife, Cristin, who had to
manage them alone while I sat on the stand.

As you may imagine, our children were often
less than reverent. Noticing her situation, two
members of our ward, John and Debbie Benich,
began sitting with her each Sunday to help. Their
kindness continued for years, and they became
surrogate grandparents to our family. Like the
Lord, these disciples had noticed the unspoken
need and acted in love—a prominent sign of
their discipleship.

Charity Is Helping Others Along the
Covenant Path

Lastly, the Savior’s perfect love is focused on
enabling all of God’s children to fulfill our divine
potential that we may “partake of his salvation,
and the power of his redemption”’As we become
more like our Master, our desire to help our
brothers and sisters along the covenant path will
naturally increase.

For instance, we can uplift and befriend
those who feel offended or forgotten, help those
who are new to our congregation feel welcome,
or invite friends to worship with us at sacrament
meeting—perhaps this coming Easter. There are
countless ways to encourage and assist others in
their progression if we deliberately and prayer-
fully seek heaven’s help to have eyes to seeand a
heart to feel how Jesus Christ sees and feels for
them.

Helping others along their covenant path
may take the form of an unconventional act
of service. As an example, during my current
assignment in the Philippines, I learned of the
Agamata family. They were baptized in 2023, and
then they eagerly set a date to be sealed as a fam-
ily in the nearby Urdaneta Philippines Temple.
However, just before the family’s appointment,
several typhoons struck the region. Brother Aga-
mata, a rice farmer, was unable to plant his crops
during the harsh storms. When the tempests
finally passed, he needed to quickly plant the rice
while the ground was soaked with water—ideal
conditions for planting. Sadly, the temple trip
would have to be postponed.

Two disciples, Elder and Sister Cauilan,
along with three young service missionaries,
heard of the Agamata family’s struggle and of-
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Kristinai bija grati apmeklét Svéta Vakarédie-

na sanaksmes, jo vinai vienai bija jariipéjas par
bérniem, kameér es sédéju uz paaugstindjuma. Ka
jau varat iztéloties, musu bérni biezi vien nebija
tik godbijigi, cik pienaktos. Divi musu biskapijas
locekli — DZons un Debija Beni¢i —, pamanijusi
vinas situaciju, saka katru svétdienu sédét kopa
ar vinu, lai vinai palidzétu. Vinu laipniba turpi-
najas gadiem ilgi, un vini kluva par masu gime-
nes vecvecaku aizstajéjiem. Tapat ka Tas Kungs,
ari Sie macekli bija pamanijusi vardos neizteikto
vajadzibu un rikojas milestiba, kas bija spilgta
vinu maceklibas pazime.

Zé&lsirdiba nozimé palidzibu citiem vinu
deribu cela

Visbeidzot, Glabéja pilniga milestiba ir vérsta
uz to, lai visi Dieva bérni varétu istenot savu die-
visko potencialu, lai ,sanemtu no Vina glabsanu
un Vina augsamcel$anas spéku”Jo més vairak
lidzinasimies misu Skolotajam, misu vélme —
palidzét saviem braliem un masam deribu cela —
dabiski pieaugs.

Pieméram, més varam uzmundrinat tos un
sadraudzéties ar tiem, kas jitas aizvainoti vai aiz-
mirsti, palidzét masu draudzes jaunpienacéjiem
justies gaiditiem vai uzaicinat draugus kopa ar
mums pieligt Dievu Svéta Vakarédiena sanak-
smé, — iespéjams, jau $ajas Lieldienas. Ir neskai-
tami veidi, ka iedrosinat un palidzét citiem vinu
izaugsme, ja més apzinati un ar lagsanu tiecamies
péc debesu atbalsta, lai mums butu acis, kas
redz,un sirds, kas jit, — tapat ka Jézus Kristus
vinus redz un jat viniem lidzi.

Palidziba citiem vinu deribu cela var ari
ietvert netradicionalu kalposanu. Pieméram, sava
pasreizéja kalposanas uzdevuma laika Filipinas
es uzzinaju par Agamatu gimeni. Vini tika kristiti
2023. gada, un péc tam vini ar nepacietibu notei-
ca datumu, kad netalu esosaja Urdanetas Filipinu
templi tiks saistiti ka gimene. Tacu neilgi pirms
gimenes norunatas dienas regionu piemekléja
vairaki taifani. Bralis Agamata, risu audzétajs,
nevaréja apstadit laukus, kamér plosijas skarbas
vétras. Kad vétras beidzot norima, vinam vaja-
dzgja atri iestadit risus, kameér zeme bija mitra un
bija ideali apstakli stadisanai. Diemzél brauciens
uz templi bija jaatliek.

Divi macekli, elders un masa Koilani, kopa ar
trim jauniem kalpo$anas misionariem uzzinaja
par Agamatu gimenes gratibam un piedavaja pa-
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fered help despite having no farming experience.
Working under the blistering sun, they helped
plant the seedlings, allowing the Agamatas to
complete their task and attend their temple
sealing as scheduled. Elder Cauilan observed that
“[the Agamatas’] countenances glowed as we saw
them dressed in white in the house of the Lord.
The joy we felt ministering to the one is a joy
beyond compare!”

The Agamatas now enjoy the rich blessings
of being sealed as an eternal family because a few
fellow disciples who were filled with charity—a
sign of their discipleship—determined to help
their brothers and sisters forward along their
covenant path.

Brothers and sisters, discipleship of Jesus
Christ is the only way to obtain enduring happi-
ness. It is a path filled with deliberate and pur-
poseful acts of love toward others. While the path
of discipleship may be difficult and challenging,
and while at times we may struggle and fall short,
we can take comfort that God is mindful of us
and yearns to help us every time we try. Isaiah re-
minds us that “God will hold [our] hand, saying
..., Fear not; I will help thee”

With this assurance from our Father in
Heaven in mind, I earnestly pray that we may fol-
low President Nelson’s invitation to prioritize our
discipleship. May we “pray unto the Father with
all the energy of heart” to “be filled with this love,
which he hath bestowed upon all who are true
followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; ... that when
he shall appear we shall be like him”because we
will carry a sign of true discipleship, which is
“charity ... the pure love of Christ”

I testify that Jesus Christ is our living, glori-
ous Savior, Redeemer, Exemplar, and Friend. In
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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lidzibu, lai gan viniem nebija nekadas pieredzes
lauksaimnieciba. Stradajot karstaja saulé, vini pa-
lidz&ja stadisana, laujot Agamatiem pabeigt savu
darbu un doties uz saistiSanu templi, ka planots.
Elders Koilans novéroja: ,,[Agamatu] sejas mir-
dzgja, kad més redzéjam vinus Ta Kunga nama
— térptus baltas dranas. Nav iespéjams vardiem
izteikt to prieku, ko izjutam, kalpojot viniem!”

Pateicoties daziem macekliem, kas izjuta
zélsirdibu — kas ir vinu maceklibas pazime —
un apnémas palidzét saviem braliem un masam
virzities uz prieksu pa deribu celu, Agamati tagad
bauda bagatigas svétibas, jo ir tikusi saistiti, klas-
tot par miazigo gimeni.

Brali un masas, Jézus Kristus macekliba ir
vienigais veids, ka iegit mazigu laimi. Tas ir cels,
kas piepildits ar apzinatiem un mérktiecigiem
milestibas darbiem citu laba. Lai gan maceklibas
cel$ var but grits un izaicinoss un reizém més
varam sastapties ar gratibam un ciest neveiks-
mes, més varam gt mierinajumu, ka Dievs mus
atceras un ilgojas mums palidzét ikreiz, kad més
censamies. Jesaja mums atgadina, ka ,,Dievs
dar[is] stipru [masu] ... roku, ... [sacidams]:
»Nebisties, Es tev palidzu!™”

Paturot prata $o masu Debesu Téva doto
apliecinajumu, es dedzigi ltidzos, lai més sekotu
prezidenta Nelsona aicinajumam — par priori-
tati nosakot masu maceklibu. Kaut més ,,[lagtu]
Teévu ar visu savas sirds speku’, lai ,,tiktu piepildi-
ti ar $o milestibu, ko Vins ir davajis visiem tiem,
kas ir patiesie Vina Déla Jézus Kristus sekotaj; ...
lai, kad Vin$ paradisies, més butu lidzigi Vinam’,-
jo musos bis patiesas maceklibas pazime, kas ir
»Zz€lsirdiba ...[ —] tira Kristus milestiba”

Es liecinu, ka Jézus Kristus ir masu dzivais,
godibas pilnais Glabgjs, Pestitajs, Piemérs un
Draugs. Jézus Kristus Varda, amen.
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