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The invitation to repent is an expression of God's
love. Saying yes to that invitation is an expression
of ours.

Several years ago on a trip to Florida, I sat
outside reading a book. Its title suggested that
we can still make it to heaven, even though we're
not perfect now. A woman walking by asked, “Do
you think it’s possible?”

I looked up, confused, and then realized she
was talking about the book I was reading. I said
something ridiculous like, “Well, I'm not that far
into it, but I'll let you know how it ends.”

Oh, how I wish I could travel back in time!
Id tell her, “Yes, it’s possible! Because heaven isn't
for people who've been perfect; it’s for people
who've been forgiven, who choose Christ again
and again.”

Today I want to speak to those of us who
sometimes feel, “Repentance and forgiveness
seem to be working for everyone but me.” Those
who privately wonder, “Since I keep making
the same mistakes, maybe this is the way I am.”
Those who, like me, have days when the covenant
path feels so steep, it’s almost a covenant hike!

A wonderful missionary in Australia, Elder
QaQafrom Fiji, shared a similar feeling in his
departing testimony: “I know that God loves me,
but sometimes I wonder, ‘Does God know that
I love Him?” Because I'm not perfect, and I still
make mistakes.”

In that one tender, haunting question, Elder
QaQa summed up exactly what I've often wor-
ried about. Maybe you’re wondering too, think-
ing, “I'm trying so hard, but does God know I'm
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Aicindajums — nozélot grekus — ir Dieva milesti-
bas izpausme. Si aicindjuma pienemsana ir miisu
milestibas izpausme.

Pirms vairakiem gadiem celojuma Florida es
sédéju ara un lasiju gramatu. Tas nosaukums vés-
tija, ka més varam noklut debesis, pat ja Sobrid
neesam pilnigi. Kada sieviete, ejot garam, man
pajautaja: ,Vai jus domajat, ka tas ir iespéjams?”

Es neizpratné pacélu acis un sapratu, ka vina
runaja par manu gramatu. Es pateicu kaut ko
smiekligu, kas skanéja aptuveni sadi: ,,Es tikai
nesen to saku lasit, tacu es jums pastastisu, ka ta
beigsies.”

Ak, ka es vélos, kaut spétu celot laika! Tad
es vinai pateiktu: ,,Ja, tas ir iespéjams! Tapéc, ka
debesis nav paredzétas cilvékiem, kuri ir bijusi
pilnigi; tas ir domatas cilvékiem, kuriem ir ticis
piedots un kuri atkal un atkal izvélas Kristu.”

Sodien es vélos uzrunat tos no mums, kuri
reizém jiitas ta: ,,Skiet, ka gréku nozéla un piedo-
$ana darbojas visiem, iznemot mani.” Tos, kuri
pie sevis prato: ,,Ja jau es turpinu pielaut vienas
un tas pasas kladas, varbit es vienkarsi tads
esmu!” Tos, kuriem tapat ka man dazkart skiet,
ka deribu cel$ ir tik stavs, ka tas vairak lidzinas
deribu pargajienam kalnos!

Kads briniskigs misionars Australija, elders
Gangano Fidzi, sava atvadu lieciba dalijas lidzigas
sajutas: ,,Es zinu, ka Dievs mani mil, tacu dazkart
es pratoju, vai Dievs zina, ka es milu Vinu? Jo es
neesmu pilnigs un joprojam pielauju kladas.”

Saja viena, sirsnigaja un satraukumu raiso-
$aja jautajuma elders Ganga apkopoja tiesi to,
par ko es biezi esmu raizéjusies. Varbit ari jis
pratojat: ,,Es tik loti censos, bet vai Dievs zina, ka
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really trying? When I keep falling short, does
God know I still love Him?”

It saddens me to admit this, but I used to
measure my relationship with the Savior by how
perfectly I was living. I thought an obedient life
meant I would never need to repent. And when
I made mistakes, which was every single day, I
distanced myself from God, thinking, “He must
be so disappointed in me”

That’s just not true.

I've learned that if you wait until you're clean
enough or perfect enough to go to the Savior,
you've missed the whole point!

What if we thought about commandments
and obedience in a different way?

I testify that while God cares about our mis-
takes, He cares more about what happensafterwe
make a mistake. Are we going to turn to Him
again and again? Are we going to stay in this
covenant relationship?

Maybe you hear the Lord’s words “If [you]
love me, keep my commandments”and feel
deflated because you haven't kept all the com-
mandments. Let me remind you that it is also a
commandment to repent! In fact, it might be the
most repeated commandment in the scriptures.

In Almass soliloquy, “O that I were an angel,
and could have the wish of [my] heart ... and
cry repentance, he wasn't trying to shame us
by pointing out our mistakes. He wanted to cry
repentance so that you and I could avoid suffer-
ing in the world.One reason Alma hated sin is
because it causes us pain.

Sometimes I have to remember, like a Post-it
note on my forehead, that the commandments
are the path away from pain. And repentance is
too.Our prophet said, “The Savior loves us always
butespeciallywhen we repent.”

So when the Lord says, “Repent ye, repent
ye,’what if you imagined Him saying, “I love
you. I love you.”Picture Him pleading with you
to leave behind the behavior causing you pain,
inviting you to step out of darkness and turn to
His light.

In my daughter Carly’s ward, a new priest
knelt to bless the sacrament, and instead of
saying, “That they may do it in remembrance of
the blood of thy Son,’he inadvertently said, “That
they may do it in remembrance of theloveof thy
Son.” Tears filled Carly’s eyes as the truth of those
words sank in.
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es patie$am cen$os? Kad man kaut kas neizdodas,
vai Dievs zina, ka es Vinu joprojam milu?”

Man ir skumyji to atzit, bet es agrak vértéju
savas attiecibas ar Glabéju péc ta, cik perfekti dzi-
voju. Man skita, ka bt paklausigai nozimé to, ka
man nekad vairs nebis janozélo gréki. Un, katru
milu dienu pielaujot kladas, es attalinajos no
Dieva, domajot: ,,Vin$ noteikti ir mani loti vilies.”

Ta vienkarsi nav patiesiba.

Es sapratu, ka tad, ja més gaidam, kad biasim
pietiekami tiri vai pilnigi, lai naktu pie Glabgja,
tad neesam sapratusi pasu batiskako!

Ka butu, ja més paraudzitos uz bausliem un
paklausibu citadak?

Es liecinu — lai gan Dievs raizéjas par misu
kliadam, Vinam daudz vairak rap tas, kas notiek-
péc tam, kad esam tas pielavusi. Vai més atkal un
atkal vérsisimies pie Vina? Vai més paliksim $ajas
deribu attiecibas?

Iespéjams, jis dzirdat Ta Kunga vardus: ,,Ja
jas milat Mani, turiet Manas pavéles,’un jita-
ties nomakti, jo neesat ievérojusi visus bauslus.
Laujiet man jums atgadinat, ka gréku nozélosana
arl ir viens no bausliem! Patiesiba tas varétu but
visbiezak atkartotais bauslis Svétajos Rakstos.

Alma sava monologa: ,,Ak, kaut es bitu en-
gelis un mana sirds vélme butu ... piesaukt gréku
nozélosanai’necentas mus kauninat, noradot uz
musu kladam. Vins véléjas piesaukt gréku nozeé-
loganu, lai jis un es varétu izvairities no $is pa-
saules cieSanam.Viens no iemesliem, kadé] Alma
ienida gréku, bija tas, ka tas rada mums sapes.

Dazkart man ir jaatceras, kaut vai sev pie
pieres pieliméjot limlapinu, ka bausli ir cel$, kas
ved prom no sapém. Un gluzi tapat ir ar gréku
nozélosanu.Misu pravietis ir teicis: ,,Glabéjs mil
mas vienmér, betit ipasitad, kad més nozélojam
grékus?”

Tamdeé], kad Tas Kungs saka: ,,Nozélojiet
jus, nozélojiet jis grékus,”paméginiet iztéloties,
ka Vins saka: ,,Es tevi milu. Es tevi milu!”Iztélo-
jieties, ka Vins jus ladz atmest ricibu, kas jums
sagada sapes, un aicina jis iziet no tumsas un
pieversties Vina gaismai.

Manas meitas Karlijas staba kads jauns
priesteris nometas celos, lai svétitu Vakarédienu,
un ta vieta, lai sacitu: ,,Lai vini to varétu darit,
atceroties Tava Déla asinis, netiSam pateica: ,,Lai
vini to varétu darft, atceroties Tava Délamilesti-
bu.” Karlijas acis sariesas asaras, $iem patiesajiem
vardiem iespiezoties dvéseleé.
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Our Savior was willing to suffer the pain of
His Atonement because He loves you. In fact, you
are “the joy that was set before him” while He
suffered.

The invitation to repent is an expression of
God’s love.

Saying yes to that invitation is an expression
of ours.

Picture your favorite image of Christ. Now
imagine Him smiling brightly with joy each
time you use His gift, because He is the “perfect
brightness of hope.”

Yes, your repentance doesn’'tburdenJesus
Christ; itbrightensHis joy!

Let’s teach that!

Because repentance is our best news!

We don't stay on the covenant path by never
making a mistake. We stay on the path by repent-
ing every day.

And when we’re repenting, God forgives
without shaming us, comparing us to anyone
else, or scolding us because this is the same thing
we were repenting of last week.

He’s excited every time He sees us on our
knees.He delights to forgive us because to Him
we are delightful!

Don’t you just feel that’s true?

Then why is it so hard for us to believe?!

Satan, the great accuserand deceiver, uses
shame to keep us from God. Shame is a dark-
nesssoheavy it feels that if you took it out of your
body, it would have an actual weight or heft to it.

Shame is the voice that beats you up, saying,
“What were you thinking?” “Do you ever get
anything right?”

Shame doesn’t tell us wemadea mistake; it
tells us weareour mistakes. You may even hear,
“Hide” The adversary does everything in his
power to keep the heaviness inside, telling us the
cost is too high, that it will be easier if this stays
in darkness, removing all hope.

Satan is the thief of hope.

And you need to hear this, so I'll say these
words out loud: You are not the voice in your
head or the mistakes you have made. You may
need to say that out loud too. Tell Satan, “Not
today.” Put him behind you.

Feel that pull, the godly sorrow that turns
youtowardyour Savior, and watch His grace enter
into your life and the lives of those you love. I
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Misu Glabégjs bija gatavs izciest Izpirksanas
sapes tapéc, ka Vins jas mil. Patiesiba jis esat
»prieks, kas Vinam bija nolikts prieksa’, kameér
Vins$ cieta.

Aicinadjums — nozélot grékus — ir Dieva
milestibas izpausme.

Si aicinajuma pienemsana ir miaisu milestibas
izpausme.

Iztélojieties savu milako Kristus attélu. Tagad
iedomajieties, ka Vins smaida aiz prieka ikreiz,
kad jus izmantojat Vina davanu, jo Vins ir ,,pil-
nigs ceribas spozums”.

Ja, jusu gréku nozélosana neapgritina Jézu
Kristu; ta vairo Vina prieku!

Macisim $o!

Jo gréku nozélosana ir labakas zinas, ko més
varam sniegt!

Més nepaliekam uz deribu cela tapéc, ka ne-
kad nepielaujam kladas. Més paliekam uz $i cela,
katru dienu nozélojot grékus.

Un tad, kad més nozélojam grékus, Dievs
mums piedod, mits nekauninot, nesalidzinot ar
citiem un nerajot tapéc, ka tie ir tie pasi gréki, ko
més nozélojam pagajusaja nedéla.

Vins priecajas ikreiz, kad més nometamies
celos.Vins labprat mums piedod, jo Vinam més
esam burvigi!

Vai tad jus nejutat, ka ta ir patiesiba?

Tad kapéc mums ir tik Joti griti tam noticét?!

Satans, dizenais apstdzétajsun maldinatajs,
izmanto kaunu, lai mis atturétu no Dieva. Kauns
irtiksmaga tumsa, ka skiet, ja to iznemtu no ker-
mena, tam butu reals svars vai smagums.

Kauns ir ka nomacosa balss, kas saka: ,,Par
ko tu domaji?” ,Vai tu vispar kadreiz kaut ko spéj
izdarit pareizi?”

Kauns mums nesaka, ka méspielavamkladu;
tas mums saka, ka mésesamkladas, ko pielau-
jam. Varbut jus pat sadzirdat So: ,,Slépieties!”
Pretinieks dara visu, kas ir vina spékos, lai masos
saglabatu $o smagumu, mums stastot, ka cena ir
par augstu, ka vieglak ir, ja tas viss paliktu tumsa,
$adi atnemot visu ceribu.

Satans ir ceribas zaglis.

Un jums ir jadzird $is, tapéc es to pateiksu
skali: Jis neesat ta balss, ko dzirdat sava galva, vai
tas kladas, ko esat pielavusi. Iespéjams, ari jums
tas bus japasaka skali. Pasakiet satanam: ,,Ne
$odien.” Atstajiet vinu aiz muguras.

Sajutiet So vilkmi, §is dieviskas skumjas, kas
juspieveérsjisu Glabéjam, un vérojiet, ka Vina
zélastiba ienak jisu un jums milu cilvéku dzivé.
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promise that the minute we bring a broken heart
courageously toward Him, He is immediately
there.

If you saw someone drowning, wouldn’t you
reach your hand out and rescue them? Can you
imagine your Savior rejecting your outstretched
hand? I imagine Him diving into the water,
descending below all thingsto lift us up so we can
take a fresh breath! No one can sink lower than
the light of Christ shines.

The Savior is forever brighter than the
darkness of shame. He would never attack your
worth. So watch closely.

Imagine that this hand represents worth.

This hand represents obedience. Maybe you
woke up this morning, said a meaningful prayer,
and searched the scriptures to hear God’s voice.
You’ve made good decisions and are treating the
people around you with Christlikeness. You're
listening to general conference! Your obedience
is here!

Or maybe things haven’t gone so well. You've
struggled lately to do those small, simple things
to connect to heaven. You've made some deci-
sions you aren’t proud of.

Where is your worth? Has this hand moved
at all?

Your worth isn't tied to obedience. Your
worth is constant; it never changes. It was given
to you by God, and there’s nothing you or anyone
else can do to change it. Obedience brings bless-
ings; that is true. But worth isn’t one of them.
Your worth is always “great in the sight of God,’-
no matter where your decisions have taken you.

While I make mistakes, I want tostayin cov-
enant relationship with Christ, and I'll tell you
why.

I grew up taking diving lessons and learned
that when judges score a dive, they watch the
execution. Was the entry perfectly vertical, with
toes pointed and a small splash? Then they do
something extraordinary. They factor in the
degree of difficulty.

Everyoneis diving with their own degree of
difficulty. And your Savior is the only one who
truly knows the difficulty you are diving with.I
want a relationship with the one person who
gets me, who knows my heart and how hard I'm
trying!

He knows the mists of darkness are descend-
ing on all of us travelers and that our journey
passes by the river of filth—so even when we're
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Es apsolu, ka taja bridi, kad més Vinam drosmigi
pienesisim salauztu sirdi, Vins nekavéjoties biis
klat.

Ja jus redzétu kadu slikstam, vai tad jis ne-
pastieptu roku un vinu neizglabtu? Vai jas spéjat
iztéloties, ka jusu Glabéjs noraiditu jasu pastiepto
roku? Es iztélojos, ka Vins$ ienirtu iideni, nolais-
tos zemak par visu,lai paceltu mas augsa un més
varétu ievilkt jaunu elpu! Neviens nevar nogrimt
dzilak par vietu, kur neiespidétu Kristus gaisma.

Glabéjs vienmeér biis spozaks par kauna tum-
su. Vins nekad jums nelaus justies nevértigiem.
Tapéc uzmanigi vérojiet.

Iztélojieties, ka $1 roka simbolizé jiasu vértibu.

Si roka simbolizé jasu paklausibu. Varbit
juas $orit pamodaties, noskaitijat jégpilnu lag§anu
un lasijat Svétos Rakstus, cerot sadzirdét Dieva
balsi. Jus esat izdarijusi labas izvéles un izturéju-
Sies pret apkartéjiem kristiga veida. Jus klausaties
visparéjo konferenci! Si ir jisu paklausiba!

Vai varbit viss nav bijis tik labi. Jums ir bijis
gruti darit $§1s mazas un vienkarsas lietas, lai vei-
dotu saikni ar debesim. Jis pienémat [émumus,
ar kuriem nelepojaties.

Kada ir jasu vértiba? Vai §i roka vispar pa-
kustéjas?

Jasu vértiba nav piesaistita jisu paklausibai.
Jasu vértiba ir pastaviga; ta nekad nemainas.
Dievs jums to ir devis, un to neizmainis nekas,
ko jis vai kads cits daritu. Paklausiba nes svétibas
— ta ir taisniba. Tacu vértiba nav viena no tam.
»Dieva acis’jasu vértiba vienmér ir liela, neatka-
rigi no ta, kur jasu lémumi jas ir novedusi.

Pielaujot kladas, es vélospaliktderibu attieci-
bas ar Kristu, un es jums pastastisu — kapéc.

Bérniba es apmekléju nirSanas nodarbibas
un uzzinaju, ka tiesnesi, vértéjot lécienu, skatas
uz ta izpildijjumu. Proti, vai léciens bija pilnigi
vertikals, ar izstieptiem pirkstgaliem un nelielam
$lakatam? Péc tam vini dara ko neparastu. Vini
nem véra gritibas pakapi.

Katrsizpilda nir$anas lécienu sava gratibas
pakapé. Un jasu Glabgjs ir vienigais, kur$ patiesi
zina, kada gratibas pakapé jis izpildat savu nir-
$anas lécienu.Es vélos attiecibas ar tadu personu,
kura mani saprot, kura pazist manu sirdi un zina,
cik loti es censos!

Vins zina, ka tumsibas migla nolaizas par
mums visiem, celotdjiem, un ka misu cel$ iet gar
netira adens upi, tapéc pat tad, ja més turésimies
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holding to the iron rod, we’re going to get
splashed.

Coming unto Christ is saying, “Will you help
me?” with hope, a revealed assurance that His
arms are extended to you always. I believe this
fresh view of repentance means that even though
we don’t have perfect obedienceyet, we try affec-
tionate obediencenow, choosing to stay, again
and again, because we love Him.

Remember King Benjamin’s people, who had
no more disposition to do evil but only to do
good continually?Do you think they packed up
their tents, went home, and never made another
mistake? Of course not! The difference is they
no longerwantedto sin. They had affectionate
obedience! Their hearts were turned and tuned to
Godwhilethey struggled!

Once, at the beach, I saw a bird flying into
the wind, flapping its wings so hard, almost
frenetically, but staying in the same place. Then
I noticed another bird, higher up. It had caught
an updraft and was floating easily, unburdened
in the wind. That’s the difference between trying
to do this by ourselves and turning to our Savior,
letting Him lift us, with “healing in his wings.”

As mission leaders in Australia, during our
last visit with each missionary, we talked about3
Nephi 17, where the people were close to the
Savior and could hear Him praying for them.

We asked, “If you could hear the Savior praying
foryou, what do you think He would say?”

To hear their answers was one of the most
Spirit-filled experiences of my life. Every one of
those missionaries would pause, and tears would
fill their eyes as we reminded them, “Your Savior
knows the degree of difficulty you're experienc-
ing. He's felt it!”

This is what those missionaries quietly and
tenderly shared: One sister said, “Jesus would tell
the Father, ‘She’s doing her very best. I know how
hard she is trying.” An elder said, “With every-
thing that’s happened in his life, 'm so proud of
him”

Let’s try this. Tonight, before you pray, imag-
ine Jesus Christ close by. He is your Advocate
with the Father. Ask yourself, “What would my
Savior say to the Father about me?”

And then become silent.

Listen for that voice that saysgoodthings
about you—the voice of the Savior, your finest
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pie dzelzs margas, més tiksim ap$lakstiti.

Nakt pie Kristus nozimé pajautat: ,Vai Tu
man palidzési?” — ar ceribu, ar atklatu parliecibu
par to, ka Vins jums vienmeér preti pastieps rokas.
Es ticu, ka $is jaunais skatijums uz gréku nozélo-
$anu nozimé to, ka, lai gan mésvélneesam pilnigi
paklausigi, méstagadcensamies tadi but aiz miles-
tibas, atkal un atkal izvéloties palikt uz s cela, jo
més Vinu milam.

Vai atceraties kénina Benjamina tautu, kam
vairs nebija tieksmes darit launu, bet nepar-
traukti darit labu?Vai jis domajat, ka vini novaca
savas teltis, devas majas un vairs nekad nekladi-
jas? Protams, ka ne. Atskiriba bija tada, ka vini
vairsneveéléjasgrékot. Vini bija paklausigi aiz
milestibas. Vinu sirdis bija pievérstas Dievam un
palavas uz Vinu,saskarotiesar gratibam.

Reiz pludmalé es redzéju putnu, kas loti spé-
cigi lidoja pret véju, drudzaini vicinot sparnus,
tacu palika uz vietas. Tad es ieraudziju citu put-
nu, kas lidoja augstak. Tas bija nokeéris augsupe-
josu plasmu un, véja netraucéts, viegli planéja.
Tada ir atSkiriba starp to, vai més visu cen$amies
izdarit pasi vai vérsamies pie sava Glabéja un lau-
jam Vinam ms pacelt ,,ar dziedinajumu Savos
sparnos”.

Kad més bijam misijas vaditaji Australija,
pédéja tiksanas reizé ar katru misionaru més par-
runajam3. Nefija 17. nodalu, kura cilvéki atradas
tuvu Glabéjam un varéja dzirdét, ka Vins ladza
par viniem. Més vaicajam: ,,Ja tu varétu dzirdét,
ka Glabgjs parteviladz, ko Vins, tavuprat, teiktu?”

Vinu atbilzu uzklausi$ana bija viena no Gara
piepilditakajam pieredzém mana maza. Ikviens
no Siem misionariem apdomajas, un vinu acis sa-
riesas asaras, kad més viniem atgadinajam: ,Tavs
Glabéjs zina, kadas gratibas tu piedzivo. Vins tas
ir izjutis!”

Luk, vardi, kuros Sie misionari klusi un
sirsnigi dalijas. Viena masa teica: ,,Jézus teiktu
Tévam, ka vina dara vislabako, ko spégj. Es zinu,
cik loti vina censas” Kads elders teica: ,,Nemot
véra visu, kas vina dzivé ir noticis, Es loti lepojos
ar vinu.”

Paméginasim $o! Kad jis Sovakar lagsiet,
iztélojieties, ka Jézus Kristus atrodas jums lidzas.
Vins ir jasu aizstavis Téva prieksa. Pajautajiet sev:
»Ko mans Glabéjs par mani teiktu Tévam?”

Un tad gremdgjieties klusuma.

Ieklausieties balsi, kas par jums sakalabu—
Glabéja balsi, kurs ir jasu labakais draugs, un
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friend, and your Father in Heaven, who is really
there. Remember, Theirlove andyourworth are
always great, no matter what!

I stand here to witness that Jesus Christ gives
light to those who sit in darkness.So, on those
days when you feel that voice telling you to hide,
that youshouldhide in a dark room all by your-
self, I invite you to be brave and believe Christ!
Walk over and turn on the Light—our Perfect
Brightness of Hope.

Bathed in His light, you’ll see people all
around you who have felt alone too, but now,
with the light on,youandtheywill wonder, “Why
were we so afraid in the dark? And why did we
stay there so long?”

“May the Lord of Lights wrap you in His
arms and console and love you continually”May
we loveHimcontinually and choose Him, again
and again. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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jusu Debesu Téva balsi, kurs patiesam ir tuvu.
Atcerieties, Vinumilestiba unjasuvértiba ir vien-
meér liela, neskatoties ne uz ko!

Es Seit stavu, lai liecinatu, ka Jézus Kristus
nes gaismu to cilvéku dzive, kuri mit tumsiba.
Tapéc tajas dienas, kad $kiet, ka kada balss jums
liek paslépties, ka jumsvajadzétuvieniem pasiem
paslépties tumsa istaba, es jus aicinu bt drosmi-
giem un ticét Kristum! Naciet tuvak un iededziet
Gaismu — mausu Pilnigas Ceribas Spozumu.

Vina gaismas apnemti, jiis redzésiet sev
apkart cilvékus, kuri ari ir jutusies vientuli, tacu
tagad, ar iedegto gaismu,jiskopa arviniembrini-
sieties: ,Kapéc més tik loti baidijamies tumsa?
Kapéc més tur palikam tik ilgi?”

»Kaut Gaismas Kungs ieskautu jas Savas
rokas un nemitigi jis mierinatu un milétu.”Kaut
mésVinunemitigi milétu un Vinu izvélétos atkal
un atkal. Jézus Kristus Varda, amen.
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